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This transdisciplinary Field Study / Workshop developed in response to the fire at the Cathedral of 
Notre Dame de Paris and the massive mobilization of goodwill and interest it brought about.  For 
many city residents and amateurs of architecture this unthinkable occurrence vividly highlighted the 
fragility of the city’s historic houses of worship and the dangers posed by deferred maintenance. The 
tragedy and the anticipated multi-year closure of Notre Dame, however, also present significant 
opportunities to raise the public awareness of the collective heritage of historic houses of worship 
scattered throughout the city. Together these churches, mosques, synagogues and temples (which 
since the separation of church and state in 1905 are properties of the city) recount the history of 
faith in Paris, bare testament to the labor and ingenuity of countless artisans, artists and architects, 
and open up new perspectives onto the contemporary diversity and cultural vibrancy of its 
communities.  
 
The course, developed in dialog with the city of Paris departments of cultural patrimony and 
economic development and the Centre des Monuments Nationaux (CMN), challenges students to 
define and develop digital and analog materials that will aid international visitors in discovering this 
patrimony. Through their research, students will also have opportunities to engage with local faith 
and community groups and immerse themselves in neighborhood life.  
 
The course begins with an intensive study of houses of worship from an art historical and a 
sociological perspective. Students will explore these concepts further through individual research on 
a specific building or theme of their own choosing. The course’s research-phase will encompass on-
site analysis, documentation and interviews with experts, community members and visitors. In the 
final phase of the course, students will work together in a workshop-style format, with input from 
stakeholders and the city, on the development of a guide / installation or virtual application that will 
offer visitors a specialized itinerary encompassing multiple sites, or an in-depth exploration of a 
specific site. At the end of the course this work will be made accessible to the public. 

Course Overview and Goals 

 
The most basic goal of the course is to instil in students an understanding of how they can apply their 
research and communications skills directly to positively benefit their city and environment. Through 
their projects, students will learn to integrate and reconcile the demands of different stakeholders, 
and develop strategies that will shape and modify public behavior. Looking beyond their time in Paris, 
the course strives to give students skillsets to creatively address challenges that can be applied in any 
setting or community.  
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In addition, the course provides skills and perspectives that are equally applicable to the student’s 
work in other fields and disciplines. These include: documentary research, close analytic reading, direct 
observation and analysis of urban spaces and built forms, and the crafting of multi-media projects.   

Upon Completion of this Course, students will have: 

• Conducted documentary research on significant works of architecture  
• Analyzed issues in urban development, tourism and cultural and heritage management  
• Developed practical solutions to collective urban challenges and presented them to 

stakeholders and the public  
 

Course Requirements 

Assigned Readings 
The course entails regular reading assignments of between 20-30 pages, provided to the students in 
the form of a reader. Students should take notes as they are reading and come prepared to discuss 
them.  

Class Participation 
Class participation is an essential part of how students will be evaluated in this class. Students must 
attend all lectures and site visits and are expected to prepare for and fully participate in discussions 
and regular writing assignments.  

Quizzes 

The course will entail 2 quizzes including vocabulary and basic concepts.  

Assignments:  

Reading presentations & discussion: 
During weeks 1 & 2 each student will be responsible for presenting and leading the discussion 
on one or two weekly reading assignments. Each week students will also prepare two 2-3 page 
reading essays.  

In-class presentation of a building or topic:  
At the end of week 3 each student will present their research topic and submit a 3-page 
research proposal.  

Intermediate research presentation 
At the end of week 4 each student will present an intermediate research presentation on their 
research site or topic.  
 
Individual final project:  
At the end of week 5, students will present their final research project. They will also be 
responsible for an 8-page paper with supporting graphics and images (to be submitted at the 
end of the course).  
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Workshop / Group final project:  
During week 6 students will work together in a workshop format to develop a platform (digital 
or analogue) through which their research can be made available to the public. This last phase 
of the course will entail extensive coordination with representatives of the relevant city 
agencies and the CMN.  
 
 

Grading of Assignments 
The grade for this course will be determined according to the following formula: 
 

Assignments/Activities % of Final Grade 

2 Reading essays  20% 

Research proposal  15% 

Intermediate research presentation 15% 

2 Quizzes 20% 

Individual final project 20% 

Group final project 15% 

Letter Grades 

Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 

Letter Grade Points Description 

A 16-20 Outstanding 

A- 15 Excellent 

B+ 14 Very Good  

B 13 Good 

B- 12 Satisfactory 

C+ 11 Above Average 

C 10 Average 

C- 9 Below Average 

D+ 8 Unsatisfactory 
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D 7 Low Pass 

D- 6 Low Pass 

F 5 Fail 
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Course Schedule & Topics and Assignments 

 

Week/Date Theme / Phase 

Phase 1 (weeks 1 & 2) 
  

The first sessions of the course will involve lectures & discussions of readings 
in the classroom as well as sites visits in and around Paris. Possible sites 
include: the Cité d’Architecture, the Sainte-Chapelle, the Basilica of Saint-
Denis, the Grand Mosquet de Paris, Tadao Andō’s Skyspace at UNESCO, the 
Memorial to the Deportees in addition to a number of places of worship  
throughout the city 

Phase 2 (weeks 3 & 4) 
Group and individual research (conducted on-site and at the Centre de 
Documentation - Cité d’Architecture, Bibliothèque Historique de la Ville de 
Paris, and the BnF)  

Phase 3 (weeks 5 & 6) 
On-site workshops & presentations at NYU-Paris site, the Centre des 
Monuments Nationaux, City of Paris office of Economic development, and the 
Collège des Bernardins 

Course Materials 

Required Textbooks & Materials 
• A reader containing extracts of relevant readings will be available from Copyshop before the 

first day of class. Research and presentation projects will entail reading from books held on 
reserve at the NYU – Paris library.  

Resources 
● Access your course materials: NYU Classes (nyu.edu/its/classes) 
● Databases, journal articles, and more: Bobst Library (library.nyu.edu) 
● Assistance with strengthening your writing: NYU Writing Center (nyu.mywconline.com) 
● Obtain 24/7 technology assistance: IT Help Desk (nyu.edu/it/servicedesk) 

Course Policies 

Attendance and Tardiness 
● Study abroad at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive 

experience in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in 
discussion-based seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active 
participation of all students. To ensure the integrity of this academic experience, class 
attendance at the centers is mandatory, and unexcused absences will be penalized with a 
two percent deduction from the student’s final course grade for every week's worth of 
classes missed. Students are responsible for making up any work missed due to absence. 
Repeated absences in a course may result in harsher penalties including failure. 

● Unexcused absences affect students’ grades: unexcused absences will be penalized with a 2% 
deduction from the students’ final course grade. 

● Absences are excused only for illness, religious observance, and emergencies.   
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Illness: For a single absence, students may be required to provide a doctor’s note, at the discretion of 
the  Associate Director of Academics.  In the case of two consecutive absences, students must 
provide a doctor’s note. Exams, quizzes, and presentations will not be made up without a doctor’s 
note.   

Religious Observance:  Students observing a religious holiday during regularly scheduled class time 
are entitled to miss class without any penalty to their grade. This is for the holiday only and does not 
include the days of travel that may come before and/or after the holiday. Students must notify their 
instructor and the Academic Office in writing via email one week in advance before being absent for 
this purpose.  If exams, quizzes, and presentations are scheduled on a holiday a student will observe, 
the Associate Director, in coordination with the instructor, will reschedule them.   

Please note:  if you are unable to attend class, you are required to email your professors directly to 
notify them. 

Late Assignment 
Late submission or work will be accepted only with justifiable reasons of health or family emergency.  

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism 
At NYU, a commitment to excellence, fairness, honesty, and respect within and outside the 
classroom is essential to maintaining the integrity of our community.  

Plagiarism: presenting others' work without adequate acknowledgement of its source, as though 
it were one’s own.  Plagiarism is a form of fraud.  We all stand on the shoulders of others, and we 
must give credit to the creators of the works that we incorporate into products that we call our 
own.  Some examples of plagiarism: 

▪ a sequence of words incorporated without quotation marks 
▪ an unacknowledged passage paraphrased from another's work 
▪ the use of ideas, sound recordings, computer data or images created by others 

as  though it were one’s own 
▪ submitting evaluations of group members’ work for an assigned group project which 

misrepresent the work that was performed by another group member 
▪ altering or forging academic documents, including but not limited to admissions 

materials, academic records, grade reports, add/drop forms, course registration 
forms, etc. 

For further information, students are encouraged to check www.nyu.edu/about/policies-
guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html 

Disability Disclosure Statement 

Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities. Please contact the Moses 
Center for Students with Disabilities (212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) for further information. 
Students who are requesting academic accommodations are advised to reach out to the Moses 
Center as early as possible in the semester for assistance. 
 
Instructor Bio 
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Gabriel Wick teaches the architecture and urbanism field-study at NYU-Paris. He holds masters 
degrees in landscape architecture and conservation from UC Berkeley and the École Nationale 
Supérieure d’Architecture de Versailles, and worked as a landscape architect and campus planner in 
New York and Paris. He also holds a doctorate in history from Queen Mary – University of London 
and has authored and edited a number of books and scholarly articles on landscapes and 
environmental design.    
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