
NYU – Department of  Italian 
Syllabus: Summer I, Intermediate I  

Instructor: Giovanni Braico 
ITAL-UA 9011 / Summer 2018 
Villa Ulivi Academic Center, Viareggio Room 
Mon/Tue/Wed/Thu, 2:30-4:30 

Contact information and office hours: 
Thursday, 1:30 - 2:30, Villa Ulivi, Second Floor  
Email: gb1188@nyu.edu  

Learning Goals 
Comprehension: Students will understand sentences on various topics, ranging from basic 
needs and general routine activities to more complex ones, such as sports, travel, personal 
interests, politics and environmental issues; students will be able to read pertinent written 
material with a clear structure, adapted from authentic sources of  information such as brief  
narratives and newspaper articles and will gradually be able to infer and extract from the 
material information which is at first only implicit. The understanding of  material focusing 
on the expression of  personal thoughts and feelings will grow to include increasingly 
sophisticated nuances. 

Production and interaction: Students will be able to handle most uncomplicated 
conversation tasks and standard social situations. Students will react to communicative 
situations beyond their mere immediate needs and approach topics such as leisure activities, 
professional goals, cinema, music and Italian history. Gradually, students will be able to 
debate and argue for opposite viewpoints on a range of  topics, to make comparisons and 
hypothesis. Skills in narrating in paragraphs begin to emerge and develop in a creative 
direction. Students will be able to write short letters and short paragraphs and show 
command of  simple sentence syntax.  

Linguistic structures: The program presents a fairly complete overview of  pronominal 
structures and of  the Italian verbal system. 

Expected Learning Outcomes 
Students will: 

• use only target language to negotiate meaning in class; 
• demonstrate ability to  handle various communicative functions, expressing and 

comparing preferences and experiences on topics such as current events, music, 
environment and politics; 

• express opinions, necessities and wants, formulate hypotheses and conditional 
sentences; 

• demonstrate knowledge of  grammatical structures (particularly of  the pronominal 
and verbal system) in periodic written tests and exams; 

• design an oral presentation and perform it in front of  the whole class to demonstrate 
achievements in  mono-directional communication; 

• compile textual assignments involving prose production, such as synopses, 
paraphrases, summaries and short  essays on a given topic. 

SAMPLE



Note: specific learning outcomes for each unit assignment are indicated in the syllabus after each unit 

Textual Resources:  
Allora: Corso di Italiano. Livello intermedio. Department of  Italian Studies, NYU 2013. [AI] 

Parole per Oggi. Department of  Italian Studies, NYU, 2013. [PO] available also in PDF 
format 

Online Resources (all available within NYU Classes):  
Allora: Grammar Guide [G]  

Allora: Glossario & Flashcards 
Allora online Video and Audio files.  

Additional Resources: 
Allora Review Charts: Grammar and Lexicon to be distributed in class. 

SAMPLE

https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-grammar
https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-glossario
https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-video/home


Textual 
Resources

Communicative 
Functions/Goals

Related Structures 
and Vocabulary Homework

Week One 
T 5/29

AE cap. 1-12 
(Allora 
Review 
Charts 
Elementary: 
Grammar 
and Lexicon) 

Ripasso lezioni 
Elementary 
1-12

Handout

W 5/30 
Review Quiz 

Th 5/31 

F 6/1 

Quiz 1 

Task:   
- A childhood pet  

AI cap. 
1(11-37) 

PO, 118-128 

Students will: 
- express personal 
tastes and 
preferences 
 - talk about personal 
and someone else’s 
likes and dislikes in 
the present and in 
the past 

- passato prossimo e 
imperfetto [G1.3.3]  
- espressioni di tempo 
- costruzioni con 
piacere [G10.2.3] 
- pronomi indiretti 
[G10.2.2] 
- pronomi tonici 
indiretti [G10.2.3] 

lessico:  
- animali

NYU 
Classes  
Unit 1 

La mia 
lezione (1) 

Week Two 
M 6/4 
T 6/5 
W 6/6 

Th 6/7 
Quiz 2 
Tasks:  
- Future plans 
- Favorite sports

AI, cap. 2 
(38-58) 

PO, 45-55; 
129-140 

Students will: 
- discuss personal 
health and refer to 
parts of  the body 
- make plans and 
goals for the future 
and express 
probability 

- verbi e espressioni 
con i pronomi indiretti 
- futuro semplice e 
composto [G1.6.1; 
G1.6.2] 

lessico:  
- sport 
- salute e benessere 
- corpo umano

NYU 
Classes  
Unit 2 

La mia 
lezione (2) 

Week Three 
M 6/11 
T 6/12 

W 6/13 
Quiz 3 

Tasks:  
- Ideal job 
- A party  

AI, cap. 3 
(59-87) 

PO, 75-86 

Students will: 
- express wishes and 

wants in a polite 
manner 

- explain what they 
would do in different 
situations  
- give advice, 
suggestions and 
formulate invitations 
- learn how to go 
food shopping

- condizionale presente 
e passato [G3.3] 
- partitivo [G10.8] 
- avverbi di modo 
[G7.1] 

lessico: 
- rivenditori e negozi 
- cibo 

NYU 
Classes  
Unit 3 

La mia 
lezione (3) 

Review REVIEW Handout

SAMPLE

https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-grammar/01-verbs-indicative-mood/1-3-imperfect/1-3-3-imperfect-versus-present-perfect
https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-grammar/10-pronouns-and-partitives/10-2-direct--and-indirect-object-pronouns-stressed-pronouns/10-2-3-stressed-pronouns
https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-grammar/10-pronouns-and-partitives/10-2-direct--and-indirect-object-pronouns-stressed-pronouns/10-2-2-indirect-object-pronouns
https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-grammar/10-pronouns-and-partitives/10-2-direct--and-indirect-object-pronouns-stressed-pronouns/10-2-3-stressed-pronouns
https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-grammar/01-verbs-indicative-mood/1-6-future-tenses/1-6-1-future
https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-grammar/01-verbs-indicative-mood/1-6-future-tenses/1-6-2-future-perfect-futuro-anteriore
https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-grammar/3-verbs-non-indicative-moods/3-3-the-conditional-presente-and-passato
https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-grammar/10-pronouns-and-partitives/10-8-partitives
https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-grammar/7-adverbs-forms-and-uses/7-1-regular-adverbs


Th 6/14 MIDTERM EXAM

Week Four 
M 6/18 
T 6/19 
W 6/20 

Th 6/21 
Quiz 4 

Tasks:  
-  A traveling 
experience  
- A brochure 
advertising your town

AI, cap. 4  
(88-113) 

PO, 167-180; 
109-11

Students will: 
- make plans for a 
trip abroad and talk 
about their traveling 
experience 
- find main 
geographical places 
on the map of  
Europe

- ausiliari con i verbi 
transitivi, intransitivi e 
riflessivi [G1.2.1; 
G1.2.2; G4.1.1] 
- tempi composti dei 
verbi servili 
- congiunzioni 
esplicative 
- verbi accompagnati 
dalle preposizioni a, di, 
con  
- pronomi relativi: che, 
cui [G10.4] 

lessico:  
- servizi relativi ai 
viaggi e ai divertimenti 
- geografia, paesi e 
capitali d’Europa

NYU 
Classes  
Unit 4 

La mia 
lezione (4)

Week Five  
M 6/25 
T 6/26 
W 6/27 
Quiz 5 

Th 6/28 
(Begin Chapter 6) 

Tasks: 
- Campaigning for 
the environment 
- Eco sustainable 
living

AI, cap. 5 
(114-144) 

PO, 155-166 

Students will: 
- express personal 
opinions, emotions 
and hopes 
- create an 
environmental ad 
campaign  
- plan a green 
weekend in the city 
- compare Italian and 
American cities

- congiuntivo presente 
introdotto da verbi di 
opinione, emozione e 
speranza [G3.4; 
G3.4.1] 
- comparativo di 
maggioranza, 
minoranza e 
uguaglianza [G8.1] 

lessico:  
- ambiente, ecologia e 
stili di vita

NYU 
Classes  
Unit 5 

La mia 
lezione (5) 

SAMPLE

https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-grammar/01-verbs-indicative-mood/1-2-present-perfect-passato-prossimo/1-2-1-when-to-use-essere-and-when-to-use-avere-in-the-present-perfect
https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-grammar/01-verbs-indicative-mood/1-2-present-perfect-passato-prossimo/1-2-2-present-perfect-with-essere
https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-grammar/4-verbs-reflexive-impersonal-and-passive-forms/4-1-reflexive-verbs-in-the-present-tense
https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-grammar/10-pronouns-and-partitives/10-4-relative-pronouns
https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-grammar/3-verbs-non-indicative-moods/3-4-the-subjunctive-congiuntivo
https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-grammar/3-verbs-non-indicative-moods/3-4-the-subjunctive-congiuntivo/3-4-1-present-subjunctive-congiuntivo-presente
https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-grammar/8-comparatives-and-superlatives/8-1-forms-of-the-comparative


Week Six 
M 7/2 
T 7/3 

(For W 7/4 see 
below) 

Task: 
- The ideal home

AI, cap. 6 
(145-181) 

PO, 38-44 

Students will: 
- express opinions of  
others 
- make comparisons 

- congiuntivo 
introdotto da frasi 
impersonali [G3.4.4] 
- costruzioni 
impersonali con il si 
[G4.2.1] 
 - superlativo relativo 
regolare e irregolare di 
aggettivi e avverbi  
[G8.2.1; G8.3] 
-superlativo assoluto 
[G8.2.2] 
lessico:  
- abitazioni e vita 
quotidiana 
- mobili, 
elettrodomestici, 
oggetti personali

NYU 
Classes  
Unit 6 

La mia 
lezione (6) 

W 7/4 ORAL PRESENTATION (followed by Chapter 6 Quiz)

Review REVIEW Handout 

Th 7/5 FINAL EXAM 

SAMPLE

https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-grammar/3-verbs-non-indicative-moods/3-4-the-subjunctive-congiuntivo/3-4-4-impersonal-expressions-that-trigger-the-subjunctive
https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-grammar/4-verbs-reflexive-impersonal-and-passive-forms/4-2-impersonal-forms/4-2-1-the-si-impersonale
https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-grammar/8-comparatives-and-superlatives/8-2-forms-of-the-superlative/8-2-1-the-superlativo-relativo
https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-grammar/8-comparatives-and-superlatives/8-3-irregular-forms-of-the-comparative-and-the-superlative
https://sites.google.com/a/nyu.edu/allora-grammar/8-comparatives-and-superlatives/8-2-forms-of-the-superlative/8-2-2-the-superlativo-assoluto



