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Introduction

Seven-and-a-half years ago, the Superblock Stewardship Advisory Committee (SSAC)
was formed, following a recommendation from the University Space Priorities
Working Group (USPWG). Among the items in our original charter were four specific
charges for the committee to take on as its brief:

● Recommending Improvements to the superblocks, including the obligations
the University must fulfill under its agreement with the City;

● Giving input on the architectural process, including feedback on the design
and function and impact of a new building on the 181 Mercer site;

● Monitoring overall quality-of-life on the superblocks, including efforts to
mitigate the effects of construction, as well as more general quality-of-life
concerns; and

● Continuing ongoing stewardship and communication between the University
and the external community.

As we move forward into 2022, these four charges still seem relevant and pertinent.
Many aspects of our lives, both personally and professionally, were put on pause
during the pandemic, but the SSAC continued to meet on a regular basis over the
last year and a half and has continued to advance, with varying degrees of progress,
the agenda within our ongoing mission. (In fact, two final items of our last report to
the community in Fall of 2019—only a few months before the pandemic upended
our normal routines—traffic calming on West 3rd Street and the renovation of the
Mercer Playground have been completed or are nearly complete.)1

However, we are acutely aware that, with the start of the fall 2022 semester, we will
be moving into a new landscape, both figuratively and literally. Therefore, starting in
the spring of 2021, the SSAC has focused on the new needs and imperatives that will
emerge post-pandemic for the superblocks and its residents and the surrounding
community.

The SSAC looked at three areas that, going forward, will have a significant impact on
the superblocks:  The shift in Demographics for both Silver Towers and Washington
Square Village; the final stages of construction of  181 Mercer – and then its
occupancy –  which will alter the physical and pedestrian landscape of the
neighborhood; and, finally,  the enduring (or ephemeral) changes in our community,

1 Since the Spring of 2015 through the Fall of 2019, the SSAC has produced five reports. In each report,
we made a series of suggestions – the majority of which were acted on by the University as resources
and planning /approvals were obtained.

Moving Forward 2022     Fall 2021 2



home spaces, and work spaces in the post-pandemic environment. What follows is a
series of observations and recommendations based on our deliberations.

Demographics: A More Family-Centered Community

In April of 2021, upon request of the SSAC, the Office of Faculty Housing (OFH)
conducted an analysis  of the demographics of the residents living on the
superblocks (see appendix). Among the charts in the data, one revealed that the
number of apartments with occupants with three or more occupants exceeded 400,
while the number of two-person and one-person apartments were respectively 350
and 380. More than one-third of residential apartments are inhabited by families.

This data reinforced the SSAC’s own experience that there are more family-centered
needs emerging on the superblocks in terms of both physical space (outdoor and
indoor) as well as timing of events and activities (particularly in coordination with the
non-college school calendar year; i.e., holidays, summertime, etc.). This evolution
toward families and children will no doubt continue when the faculty housing at 181
Mercer is complete and overall leads to a cultural shift in how the University
approaches the priorities within resident housing.

Although the University and the OFH have been very responsive to previous requests
and have added numerous play spaces and family spaces in the last few years (the
Sideyard and the Backyard in 2018; and, working with the NYC Department of Parks
and Recreation and Community Board 2, a renovated Mercer Playground in 2021),
the demand for outdoor spaces only increased during the pandemic. Sasaki Garden,
meant as a contemplative space, has become a de facto play space because of its
central location (perhaps the Mercer Playground renovation will draw off some of
that activity). In terms of indoor space for use by families and children, this has been
a repeated request from families and some tenant organizations. An indoor space in
2 WSV was in the planning stages when the pandemic hit; it was deemed by tenants
with families to be a necessary space.

In order to better serve the growing family community, to coordinate better OFH
supervision and activity, and to increase communication between the OFH and the
residential cohort, we recommend the following:

● The completion of the indoor family play space in WSV 2 as soon as
practicable, given funding and timing of capital projects, following specific
recommendations from the various tenant associations;

● Within the constraints of weather conditions and the need for maintenance,
the continuation of communications regarding closures of outdoor areas to
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provide the maximum amount of open space, especially in the spring and
summer, when school is out (see appendix for 2021 lawn maintenance
schedules and communications);

● Now that NYU Returns has dictated a return to the office, a continuation of
monitoring by OFH or their designees on a consistent basis to observe
compliance with traffic and other safety rules, proper use of outdoor space,
and condition of signage, etc.;

● Continued clarification and coordination of uses, procedures and signage to
gain access to all outdoor spaces and related equipment;

● Replacement of all deteriorated signage, the design and installation of which
the SSAC was involved with a few short years ago, which has not held up due
to weather and fabrication flaws on the part of the contractor;

● Continuation of the successful “Happening” activities and a periodic
assessment of the appropriate types and frequency of events with an eye
toward evolutionary improvement (see appendix for June 2021 survey results
and FY21 and Fall 2021 participation data);

● An event to celebrate the opening of Mercer Playground; perhaps in the
spring of 2022, when work is complete, to familiarize our residents and those
of the surrounding community of this new amenity;

● The University should investigate the condition of the eastern wall of the Key
Park (located on NYU property) especially as it now borders the renovated
Mercer Playground and Mercer Street itself becomes a well-used pedestrian
thoroughfare to the new building.

181 Mercer Street: A Signature Addition to the Landscape

While we are still at least a year away from 181 Mercer being open and fully occupied
(and are not, by profession, urban planners or psychics) there are some items that
emerge for consideration. Let us first commend the University and its staff for
moving the construction along with dispatch and clear communication. To our
knowledge, any disruptions were minimal and complaints (at least to the SSAC) were
also minimal.

We are aware that the emergence of a building the size and scope of 181 Mercer and
the fact that it will be used by a wide range of constituents -- from students to
faculty to athletes to performers -- on a daily basis will alter the landscape and
movement of people around the neighborhood unlike what we have seen in
decades. There will obviously be increased pedestrian traffic on the block itself as
well as other routes to the building. Many of these changes will emerge over time
and depend on usage and pedestrian preference, but the following are some areas
to be attentive to:
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● Due to the anticipated increase in pedestrian traffic through Washington
Square Village driveways, the University should carefully assess current
grading and drainage issues along those driveways. In addition, because the
superblocks will possibly become a more prominent path to the south, the
WSV canopies and other long-standing and much needed cosmetic upgrades
should be considered;

● The SSAC looks forward to more information on the Greene Street Walk, both
its design and what amenities/activities will be allowed/encouraged;

● Because of the addition of the Mercer Playground and expected increased
foot traffic, the SSAC recommends a deeper investigation into the asphalt
areas (running east/west) north and south of the Key Park. These areas have
long been in a limbo in terms of practical usage and upkeep; there is an
opportunity here to put the space to better use.

● Investigate complementary activities that can take place in the Mercer
building itself given its proximity to other NYU programs and activities. For
example, one idea is to develop a composting program in the building given
its proximity to the Urban Farm Lab on Houston Street.

Post-Pandemic Environment: The Way We Live Now

While the SSAC is not in a position to predict changes in behavior and preferences in
a post-pandemic environment, we are invested in how the lives of residents, business
conditions, and changes in the urban landscape will take shape in the near future.

Some observations about life during the pandemic:

● There was a substantive change in the way we live/interact/spend our time.
Members of the committee mentioned a desire for more time and options
outdoors; attention to landscaping; and introduction of sustainable materials
to the ecosystem. Certainly the balance between outdoor activities and indoor
(work) obligations come into consideration;

● The Committee suggests that the University look into nearby currently empty
space to meet a range of continuing university needs from indoor play for
children to tennis and other racquet  sports (such as the New York Sports Club
on Mercer Street).

● The existing gardens on the superblocks -- Community Agriculture Club space
in the Sideyard (Washington Square Village) and the Urban Farm Lab, (behind
Silver Towers on Houston Street) -- have worked out well and are welcome
additions.
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● We are also cognizant of two larger evolving community projects which may
be influential but over which we have minimal control:  the outcome of the
Noho/Soho Rezoning and the School Construction Authority decision on the
current Morton-Williams space (the latter will resolve by the end of 2021, we
believe).

Other Considerations

While the SSAC is aware that there are several urban issues beyond our brief (indeed,
some beyond NYU’s control and advocacy), we welcome briefings and advice from
relevant University offices such as Community Engagement and Real Estate on
neighborhood issues and developments that are often brought to our attention. One
would be the stabilization and/or upgrading of the retail areas along Mercer Street
between Bleecker and Houston Streets. Another is how NYU can work with local
organizations such as chambers of commerce, elected officials, and community
boards to help strengthen and keep vibrant the neighborhoods contiguous to the
superblocks.

In Conclusion

In the year ahead, we will see the completion of important new facilities and projects
for NYU in and around the superblocks. We will also be returning, one hopes, to
pre-pandemic routines that allow for more in-person interaction and social events
but undoubtedly there will also be changes in behavior and preferences of how and
where to spend one’s time and ways of conducting business and how to mesh
work-life responsibilities. We seem to be at an inflection point where it seemed both
necessary and felicitous to raise some questions and offer some suggestions.

We appreciate the time, resources, and support given to the SSAC by University
Leadership and we look forward to our future collaborations.
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Superblock Stewardship Advisory Committee Membership

Chair
Laurence Maslon, Tisch School of the Arts

Tenured/Tenure-Track Faculty
Salo Coslovsky, Wagner School of Public Service
Alex Jassen, Faculty of Arts and Science
Tamar Schlick, Faculty of Arts and Science
Frank Upham, School of Law

Full-time Non-Tenure Track/Contract Faculty
Michael Ferguson, College of Dentistry
Michael Carrozza, Faculty of Arts and Science

Student Senators Council
Anthony Cruz, Undergraduate Student, Steinhardt
Mira Silveira, Undergraduate Student, Gallatin

Administrative Management Council
Barbara Albrecht, Stern School of Business

Tenants Associations
Anne Hearn, Washington Square Village Tenants Association
Alvaro Bonfiglio Bardier, Silver Towers Tenants Association
Clare Aronow, University Residents of Washington Square Village

Administrative Liaison (ex-officio)
Lynne Brown, University Relations and Public Affairs

Administrative Representatives (ex-officio)
Arlene Peralta-Avila - Community Engagement
Heather Banoub - Community Engagement
Erin Donnelly - Faculty Housing
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Appendices

● Office of Faculty Housing Demographics Presentation to the SSAC, April 29,
2021

● Office of Faculty Housing Lawn Maintenance Schedules and Communications,
2021

● Office of Faculty Housing Happenings Events Survey, 2021-2022 (June 2021)
● Office of Faculty Housing Happening Participation FY2021
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Faculty Housing Demographics
SSAC Presentation April 29, 2021 
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Lawn Maintenance Schedules and Communications 2021 

Note: No lawn closures in 2020 until August due to COVID-19 thus leaving lawns in poor condition and 

requiring longer closures. 

 

Spring 2021 Lawn Maintenance 

• Oak Grove closed April 6-May 18 

• The Backyard closed May 4-June 8 

• Bust of Sylvette closed May 18 -June 1 

o 2-week overlap due to weather, temperatures, and soil conditions beyond our control.  

o Schedule circulated via email on April 13 and screens updated on March 23, May 4 and 

May 11 

Fall 2021 Lawn Maintenance 

• Oak Grove closed August 24-September 28 

• The Backyard closed September 21-October 7 

o 1-week overlap due to weather, temperatures, and soil conditions beyond our control. 

Note: Bust of Sylvette was reseeded and kept open throughout the entire season. 

o Schedule circulated via email on August 19 and screens updated on August 19, 

September 25 and October 5 

 

Private Event Reservations - 2021 

• Over 40 private event reservations in The Backyard, 4 reservations were moved to The Side Yard 

when lawn maintenance occurred in The Backyard.  

• Furniture was made available for use in summer 2021. 

 



NYU Faculty Housing Happenings Events Survey 2021-2022 (June 2021) 
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With regards to NYU Faculty Housing Happenings, do you have any comments, questions and/or suggestions? 

 We miss the fall festival! 

 I think it's great that you are considering having these events. 

 How can we get involved in the community events for planning them or brainstorming them? Would you consider dance lessons to offer 

to the community in partnership with NYU affiliated clubs/organizations? 

 Is it really necessary to social distance and hand sanitize at an outdoor event? The CDC and NYC has issued guidance on this issue that 

differs. What would make me most happy would be to return to some sense of normalcy in a setting that is deemed safe by health 

research 

 At this point, I am burned out on virtual events. Ready to get back in person.  

 More events encouraging sustainability would be great. 

 Love outdoor movie nights! 
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Program Date Participation
Acts of Kindness Dec/Jan 60 greeting cards and gift bags distributed
Snow Fun Photo Contest Dec/Jan 10 submissions

Quarantine Cookbook Jan 12 submissions

Program Date Participation Presenter
5 Days to a Calm and Peaceful Morning 25-Sep 5 participants Diane Lowy/New Yorker at Home
Sound Bath Meditation 20-Oct 78 participants Melissa Carter/MindfulNYU
Finger Knitting Demo 10-Dec 1 participant Elizabeth New/NYU MakerSpace

Program Date Participation

Earth Day 23-Apr 150 reuseable water bottles distributed

Spring Beginnings Photo Contest April/May 30 submissions
Arbor Day Photo Scavenger Hunt 30-Apr 21 submission

Creative Research 5-May 50 students participated

Bike Month 21-May 130 helmets distributed

Program Date Participation Presenter
Cookbook Club: Traditional Dominican Cooking 3-Jan 10 participants Katherine Santana
Cookbook Club: Ottolenghi Flavor 7-Feb 3 participants Katie Jablonsky
Cookbook Club: Momofuku 7-Mar 6 participants Saehee Yim
Cookbook Club: Indian-ish 2-May 4 participants Avani Jalan

Program Date Participation

Sasaki by Starlight: Photo Scavenger Hunt 29-Jun 38 participants and 20 submissions
Sasaki by Starlight: Superblock Coloring Pages 20-Jul 14 participants
Sasaki by Starlight: Night Sky Chalk Art 10-Aug 27 participants
Food Photo Challenge July 16 submissions
Summer in the City Photo Contest August 18 submissions

Program Date Participation Presenter
Cookbook Club: The Meat Lover's Meatless 6-Oct 4 partcipants Dana Herbsman

Pumpkin Contest 30-Oct 120 kits distributed and 18 submissions
Pot-a-Paperwhite Oct 12 kits distributed
Fall Foliage Photo Contest Oct/Nov 50 submissions (and counting)
Pumpkin Spice Challenge Nov 12 kits distributed

Fall 2021

Winter 2020/2021

Spring 2021

Summer 2021

Fall 2020 Virtual Events

Spring 2021 Virtual Events

NYU Faculty Housing Happenings FY21 Participation and Fall 2021 Participation




