
 
 

Faculty Committee on NYU’s Global Network 
Tuesday, March 3, 2020, 8:30am-9:30am EST 

PCR (Bobst Library, 1218) 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 
Eliot Borenstein, Co-Chair, FAS (Russian and Slavic Studies) 
Martin Klimke, Co-Chair, NYU Abu Dhabi 
Amy Bentley, Steinhardt School of Culture, Education, and Human Development 
Sylvan Cappell, Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences (Mathematics)/Tenured/Tenure-Track 
Faculty Senators Council 
Rawan Dareer, Student Government Assembly 
Katherine Fleming, Provost and Professor of History 
Alexander Geppert, NYU Shanghai 
Nicolas Graf, School of Professional Studies 
Christian Haefke, NYU Abu Dhabi 
Benjamin Hary, Global Sites 
Deborah Kapchan, Tisch School of the Arts 
Maya Kesrouany, NYU Abu Dhabi 
Jung T. Kim, School of Medicine 
Robin Klar, Rory Meyers College of Nursing 
Matthew Kleban, FAS (Physics) 
Heather Lee, Assistant Professor, NYU Shanghai 
Marilyn Moffat, Steinhardt School of Culture, Education, and Human Development 
Yaw Nyarko, Provostial At-Large 
Alexander Nagel, Institute of Fine Arts 
Adedamola Osinulu, Liberal Studies 
Marianne Petit, Tisch School of the Arts 
Ramesh Raghavan, Silver School of Social Work 
Paul Smoke, Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service 
Jon Ritter, Continuing Contract Faculty Senators Council (FAS Art History) 
Carol Sternhell, FAS (Journalism) 
Deepak Unnikrishnan, Continuing Contract Faculty Senators Council (NYU Abu Dhabi) 
Peter Voltz, Tandon School of Engineering 
Paul Wachtel, Undergraduate Academic Affairs Committee (Stern) 
 
 
MEETING MINUTES 
 
Eliot Borenstein and Martin Klimke opened the meeting and welcomed Provost and Professor of History 
Katherine Fleming. Provost Fleming turned the conversation to the spread of the Novel Coronavirus 
(COVID 19), and invited questions from the committee about the University’s response to the virus, 
particularly across the Global Network. She highlighted that the University is following the guidance from 
the Center for Disease Control. At NYUs global locations, careful attention is also being given to local 
circumstances and policy changes that may affect the NYU community. The general principle is to first 

 



 

ensure the health and safety of everyone. Making sure that students are able to continue progress toward 
their degrees is also a very high priority.  
 
There is also concern about the possibility of members of our community having difficulty departing a 
country due to local policy related to travel and quarantine. There is awareness that international travel for 
academic purposes can be complicated by conditions on the ground. For instance, if an individual 
checked into a hotel while attending a conference, and one person is under suspicion of having 
contracted the virus, it is likely that the hotel guests may be quarantined for two weeks. 
 
The committee asked about the insights that have been gleaned from the experience NYU Shanghai’s 
shift to online education during the temporary campus closure. NYU Shanghai committee members 
highlighted how well remote instruction is working. They remarked on the resilience of our students, 
particularly those located in Shanghai, and highlighted the overall positive experiences with remote 
teaching. Faculty have employed innovative pedagogical approaches with some using messaging 
applications, such as WeChat, to supplement communication with students and enable completion of 
academic activities. An instagram account for the purpose of sharing online teaching and learning 
experiences will be online in the weeks ahead. 
 
The committee noted that purchasing protective masks reduces the amount of available masks for health 
workers and others who need them most. 
 
Provost Fleming thanked the committee for inviting her to the meeting, and the committee expressed their 
gratitude to her for attending and they noted that they have appreciated the University’s communication 
related to COVID, which has served to reduce fear. The chairs thanked the committee and welcomed the 
group to be in touch with further questions.  


