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In fall 2017, the Undergraduate Academic Affairs Committee (UAAC) reviewed a proposal from 
the NYU Tandon Faculty Executive Committee (FEC) to revise grade point values on the NYU 
transcript. In its proposal (attached), the FEC noted that the NYU transcript currently defines 
grade point values using one decimal (e.g., A- = 3.7; B+ = 3.3; B = 3.0) but displays students’ 
grade point average (GPA) values using three decimal places (e.g., 2.967). To address this 
inconsistency, the FEC suggested using three decimal places for both grade point values and 
GPAs—as follows: 
  

Grade Current point 
value 

Proposed point 
value 

Difference 

A 4.0 4.000 None 

A- 3.7 3.667 -0.033 

B+ 3.3 3.333 +0.033 

B 3.0 3.000 None 

B- 2.7 2.667 -0.033 

C+ 2.3 2.333 +0.033 

C 2.0 2.000 None 

C- 1.7 1.667 -0.033 

D+ 1.3 1.333 +0.033 

D 1.0 1.000 None 



 

 

F 0.0 0.000 None 

  
As this table shows, the point values for “plus” grades would increase, while those for “minus” 
grades would decrease by an equivalent amount: i.e., -0.033 vs. +0.033. Nevertheless, an impact 
study conducted by Institutional Research (IR) revealed that in two given semesters (fall 2015 
and fall 2016), more “minus” grades (especially A-) were awarded than “plus” grades. This study 
(attached) projects that the proposed revision of grade point values would lead to an average 
GPA change of -0.003 at the undergraduate level and -0.004 at the graduate level.  
 
There was discussion about the possible impact of the proposed change on students who are on 
the threshold of academic probation. Since most undergraduate schools place students on 
probation when their cumulative GPA falls below 2.000, the Registrar’s Office prepared a report 
(attached) on the number of students with GPAs between 2.000 and 2.100 in the fall 2017 
semester. The number of students in question is very small: only 139 out of 28,382 
undergraduates, or 0.49 percent. But this probably overstates the case. Given the average GPA 
change of only -0.003 projected by IR, students with GPAs closer to 2.100 would likely not be at 
risk of probation. Furthermore, the Registrar advises that the change to grade point values would 
not be retroactive (i.e., it would not affect grades from semesters prior to implementation), so the 
impact on cumulative GPAs for continuing students would be lessened. 
 
Given the above, the UAAC is pleased to support the Tandon FEC’s proposal. Further 
consultation and approvals will, however, be needed before it can be implemented. Since this 
change would need to be NYU-wide (and not limited to undergraduate schools and programs) 
the proposal should be vetted by a University-level committee focusing on graduate education, 
such as the Graduate Program Committee. Finally, the University Senate should review the 
proposal, taking into account feedback from the UAAC and other groups. 
 
If the proposal is ultimately endorsed by the University Senate, then the UAAC strongly 
recommends that students be notified of the revision well in advance of its implementation. This 
communication would ideally come from the Registrar’s Office.  
 


