
 
 
Report to the Provost  
from the Art in Public Places 
Committee (APP) 
 

Office of the Provost 

May 3, 2019
 

“NYU is a leader in education for the 
  arts and creative research and practice, 
  and art on campus and in public 
  building spaces should reflect this 
  leadership status.”
    From the NYU Public Art Committee Report
    May 4, 2018 



 

1   Office of the Provost, May 3, 2019 

 

 

Background: The Work So Far 

While NYU has great potential for the display and promotion of art in our own buildings as well in outdoor spaces on and around campus, 

that potential has yet to be fully realized. In an effort to move NYU closer to reflecting in its physical environment the deep appreciation 

and mission-centered value our community places on the study and creation of art, NYU’s Provost convened in 2017 a leading group of 

University faculty— scholars and practitioners—across a wide spectrum of schools and disciplines. Their charge was to begin to lay the 

groundwork for a public art initiative by researching the practices and policies of other universities and identifying issues to be considered 

in order to activate our campus with the visual arts.  

 

That 24-member committee (called at the time the Public Arts Committee) met throughout 2017-18 and submitted a preliminary report 

in May 2018. (See Appendix A for a roster of its members and the report.) In that report, the Committee: 

n Researched the public art practices of eight large public and private universities to distill a set of common and best 

practices to help guide NYU’s efforts; 

n Drafted a “policy statement” that laid out the rationale for elevating the presence of art on campus; 

n Offered a set of guidelines regarding what constitutes “public art” and the identification of appropriate places for the 

location of art [It is important to note in this regard that the NYU “campus” for these purposes is defined as the 

Washington Square area; the non-Langone portion of the First Avenue health corridor and downtown Brooklyn, including 

the Tandon campus (surrounding the MetroTech Commons) and 370 Jay St]; 

n Considered criteria for the acceptance (or rejection) of art as well as criteria for deaccessioning. 

 

While the Committee at that time did not offer specific recommendations in the following areas, it raised them as important action items 

that deserved further study: 

n How to assure adequate and reliable sources of funding for the acquisition, installation and maintenance of art; and  

n How to elevate the visibility of art works once installed for the greater appreciation of members of our own community as 

well as neighbors and visitors. 
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Next Steps 

In order to advance the research and conceptual work of this first Committee, the Provost asked a subset of members of the original 

Committee to constitute themselves into the Art in Public Places Committee (the authors of this report) to meet this past year to refine 

what next steps might be taken. 

One obvious task was to undertake two important inventories: 

1) To catalogue all of the existing art installed on campus or in our facilities (excluding the Grey Art Gallery)  

2) To survey all potential sites around campus (which NYU owns and including that broad definition of “campus” noted above) and 

appropriate interior spaces which may lend themselves to the display of visual arts, in a wide spectrum of media.  

(Appendix B contains that inventory and survey.)   

 

Resources   

Art may delight the senses and nurture the soul, but it needs a revenue source in order to be created, installed and maintained. To that 

end we recommend: 

Capital and Maintenance Budgets.  A specified percentage (in the range of 1-2%) of every major capital improvement project should be 

set aside for the purpose of acquiring and installing works of public art to be located in or in proximity to the new or renovated facility.  

This range is based on practices of other universities. “Major” should be defined by NYU’s Office of Facilities and Construction 

Management but we expect that to fall in the range of a $10-25 million project.  For very large projects, whose budgets reach into the 

hundreds of millions of dollars, a monetary cap could be imposed on the overall art budget. 

Equally important, the costs of maintaining and repairing art, once installed, should be built into the ongoing operational budgets for 

these facilities per guidance from FCM.  

Fundraising. The Office of Development and Alumni Relations should be asked to identify and add to their list of prospective donors—

individuals or corporations or foundations—those who may be interested in funding works of art in and around campus (through 

commissions or outright purchases or in special cases, donations from their own collections). The terms of such donations should be 

determined by gift agreements and protocols (new or existing) as determined by UDAR.  
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Public Visibility 

A campus like NYU’s—woven into the urban fabric and distributed over many city blocks and non-contiguous locations and 

neighborhoods—presents both opportunities and challenges. In the latter category is how to ensure that our own community and 

external audiences are aware of the art—some that already exists and is installed but especially as we add to the “collection.” This puts a 

premium on a robust awareness campaign, whose elements should include: 

n Creation of a website dedicated to “NYU’s Art in Public Places”— with all of the works featured, identified and their 

significance explained; 

n Online /virtual tours of the art; 

n Actual tours offered by trained volunteers that may be offered to our internal community, prospective students and parents 

on campus for admissions tours, interested community/civic/cultural groups. 

NYU’s Office of Public Affairs should also be asked to develop a strategic communication plan that emphasizes NYU’s profile as a 

university deeply committed to expressions of cultural and artistic appreciation through its facilities and grounds and highlight art 

installations as they are put in place. In this regard, NYU may be seen as advancing a civic good in line with many other organizations 

supporting public art in NYC.  

 

Integration into Teaching and Research  

At its core, NYU is a major teaching and research institution. Every attempt should be made to find ways to engage interested students, 

working under faculty supervision, and faculty themselves in relevant disciplines or practices in discrete projects that proceed forward as 

a result of this initiative.  

 

Coordination 

Across NYU there already exists various galleries/exhibition spaces/viewing windows, etc. many of which feature revolving art 

installations, some commissioned by specific offices or schools and include faculty and student work, as well as work by artists outside 

NYU. Regularized mechanisms should be developed to assure that the APP Committee or its successor and the Provost’s Office are aware 

of planned exhibits so as to better coordinate installations and be able to develop compelling and consistent messaging and promotion. 

These presentations should also appear on the website and added to the virtual and actual tours.   
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Collaborations 

NYU should be open to and seek out appropriate public and private partners who share a similar mission to enhance art in public places 

and explore ways in which we may collaborate. Examples include the Public Art Fund, Creative Time, the local business improvement 

districts of which NYU is a member, etc. 

 

Creation of a Permanent Committee to Oversee Art in Public Places 

In looking at best practices across universities, most take the step of establishing a permanent committee to offer advice on such matters 

as: 

1) how to maintain art as a priority at NYU and promote those efforts; 

 

2) reviewing specific proposals for public art with a view toward advising senior leadership; 

 

3) development of comprehensive policies and guidelines around the solicitation, placement, duration and maintenance of 

art work on campus.  Such policies should apply university-wide. 

We recommend such a Provost-appointed committee, of anywhere from 5 to 7 voting members (primarily faculty) representing key 

expertise in these areas as well as ex-officio members drawn from relevant administrative offices whose knowledge is needed in the 

areas of construction and maintenance, fundraising, communications, etc.  

We also recommend a modest level of administrative support for the committee to handle such tasks as scheduling meetings, to organize 

materials, take notes, etc.  

 

Ongoing Role of the Existing APP 

Until a permanent committee is established, the writers of this report are pleased to serve as needed to advance the recommendations 

we have put forth; help vet or offer advice on opportunities for the commissioning or placement of art; to work on special projects 

undertaken by the Provost’s Office that may call for solicitation of proposals from the university community; to serve as a liaison to NYC 

civic and community arts organizations 
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Possible Projects in the Near-Term 

Existing Assets:  The Committee feels there are a number of enhancements and interventions that can be undertaken immediately to 

enhance existing artistic/cultural assets of the University.  Examples include:  

1. Better signage and lighting to reveal the commissioned murals at 19 University Place that face 8th St. (Appendix C contains 

an article about this installation.)  

2. Better signage and description of the murals in the Gallatin ground floor space 

3. Examination of and interventions to the Grey Art Gallery to help better locate entrances and improve accessibility, 

improve signage and enhanced use of the windows. 

 

181 Mercer:  This facility, under construction now, will fill the span of a city block, become a major new destination for the university 

community, and establish a new nexus between SoHo and NoHo. In terms of location and usage (from classrooms to athletic facilities to 

theaters and rehearsal space to student and faculty residences), 181 Mercer will assume a pivotal place among NYU’s facilities and 

represents a major new opportunity for the display of art. Several interior areas of the new building (the ground floor atrium and the 

“Commons”) as well as the expansive outdoor Greene St.  walkway have been identified as areas that lend themselves to the placement 

of art of some sort. (Appendix D shows some of the opportunities.) The Committee is glad to work with the 181 Mercer St Steering 

Committee to be part of the decision process for those areas. 

Bobkin Alley/Schwartz Plaza. This area between Bobst and the Stern School, which is owned by NYU, should be studied and analyzed for 

its capacity to become a more welcoming area, either for transit or rest. Landscape changes and/or placement of outdoor furniture 

and/or art installations should be considered. Consultations with either landscape designers or urban planners should precede any 

interventions.  

Empty Ground Floor Retail Spaces. NYU is not alone in experiencing many empty retail spaces in properties that it owns in and around 

the Washington Square and Third Avenue. Consideration should be given to creating a modest designated fund that could be put toward 

ensuring that, until rented, the exteriors and windows of these empty spaces be properly cleaned and maintained and non-permanent 

visuals be installed (examples: photos of historic scenes from Greenwich Village; student or faculty art displays; other exhibit-like 

features). 

(Appendix E offers some examples from NYU and other locations of such temporary installations.) 
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Appendices 

Appendix A 

1. 2017 Public Arts Committed Report 

2. Public Arts Committee Roster 

 

Appendix B 

1. List of Sites Surveyed 

2. Spreadsheet of Collected Data 

3. Catalog of NYU Art in Public Places Holdings 

 

Appendix C  

1. New York Times Article, “Famous writers and Their Work Spaces Come Together in a Mural.” (8.01.08) 

 

Appendix D 

1. Renderings of 181 Mercer Street that show opportunities for public art placement. 

 

Appendix E 

1. Example of graphic interventions for empty retail space.  
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Public Art Committee members: 2017-18 

 

Bruce Altshuler 

Jonathan Berger 

Rachel Boate 

Jesse Bransford 

Lynne Brown 

Linda Chiarelli 

Linda Digiacomo 

R. Luke DuBois 

Kathy Engel 

Dennis Geronimus 

Lisa Gitelman 

Lynn Gumpert 

Pato Hebert 

Sarah Higby 

Nicola Lees 

Lori Novak 

Arlene Peralta 

Todd Porterfield 

Michael Stoller 

Jack Tchen 

Deborah Willis 

Michele Wong 

Eric Zimmerman 

 

Edward J. Sullivan (Chair) 

 

24 members 

 

Karen Nercessian, ex oficio 
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NYU Art in Public Places Research 

Compiled by Amelia Russo, Graduate Research Assistant, NYU AiPP Committee 

April 29, 2019 

 

This appendix comprises research of various NYU-owned properties to review their potential as future locations for the installation of art. 

59 sites were surveyed between February and April of 2019.  

Enclosed are the following research materials: 

1. List of Sites Surveyed (2 pages) 

2. Spreadsheet of Collected Data (11 pages) 

3. Catalog of NYU Art in Public Places Holdings (11 pages) 

  

Appendix B 
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