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The WesTern Forum 
 The Western Forum is intended as a place where  
experienced professionals can speculate, sound  
off, or otherwise be provocative.

Westward Faux
R. J. Cardullo

Once the richest and most enduring genre of Holly-
wood’s repertoire, the Western is now beyond revi-
sionism and mere decline: it seems to me to be dead. 
Nearly 65 years ago, Robert Warshow could write that 
the Western “presents an image of personal nobility 
that is still real for us” (111). But this claim could 
hardly be made today; our tolerance for the Western’s 
rigid formulas and limited characterizations has all 
but disappeared. When the classic chase and show-
down sequences could generate no further variations, 
the vitality of the form was sapped. This generic 
self- exhaustion was abetted, as well, by the rise of 
what became known as the revisionist Western—the 
“shoot- ’em- up” that undermines its own conventions.

To some extent, revisionist or self- conscious West-
erns have been around since the turn of the twentieth 
century. The Edison Company’s 1905 film The Little 
Train Robbery, for example, was a parody of its own 
success just two years earlier with The Great Train 
Robbery (which itself grew out of a nineteenth- century 
American theater that was rife with Western dramas). 
And the adult Westerns of the late 1940s and early 
1950s, like The Gunfighter (1950) and High Noon 
(1952), showed their own forms of self- consciousness. 
They concentrated on the psychological or moral con-
flicts of the individual protagonist in relation to his 
society in an effort to make cowboys more realistic in 
contrast to the heroic, idealized figures of such epic 
Westerns as The Covered Wagon (1925) and Stage-
coach (1939). To be sure, the latter- day revision-
ists also aimed at realism—showing the hypocrisy, 

violence, and meanness presumably missing from pre-
vious Western movies. Yet this alleged recovery of the 
real Old West actually amounted to little more than a 
revision of cinematic history, for filmmakers merely 
substituted new myths for the old ones.

Sam Peckinpah was the leading mythmaker of 
the revisionist movement, beginning with such early 
films of his as The Deadly Companions (1961) and 
Ride the High Country (1962). He shattered the image 
of personal nobility by having over- the- hill stars— 
William Holden, Ernest Borgnine, Randolph Scott, 
Joel McCrea—play distinctly ignoble, over- the- hill 
cowboys. Their weary, cynical, even mercenary screen 
personae thus cast as much doubt on the actors’ own 
careers as on frontier history. Peckinpah’s masterwork 
The Wild Bunch (1969), for instance, used armed rob-
bers at its center, or Westerners who, having outlived 
their role and milieu subsequent to the closing of the 
American frontier, became outlaws rather than the 
victims of industrio- technological progress. His intent 
in featuring such thieving gunmen was not to glorify 
criminality but to enhance his own mythmaking. The 
first of these new myths was that the West gave the 
romance of the robber—the mounted robber—a pan-
oply of glamor; the second was that the illegal behav-
ior of such a criminal could be likened to the legal 
behavior of rapacious civilians (especially entrepre-
neurs) and marauding soldiers.

The invidious historicism of this kind of film 
was most apparent in Little Big Man and Soldier 
Blue, both released in 1970. Each of these pictures 
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purported to offer enlightened commentary on rac-
ism and (by implication) the Vietnam War (even on 
sexual liberation)—all in the context of a cowboy 
movie in which the hostile Indian savages of the cin-
ema of the 1930s, the 1940s, and most of the 1950s 
were suddenly presented as a race of gentle, intelli-
gent, defenseless people on whom the United States 
military establishment, through the agency of its cav-
alry troops or “horse soldiers,” had committed geno-
cide. (The analogy with the 1968 My Lai massacre, 
in which hundreds of unarmed Vietnamese civilians 
were murdered by American soldiers, was inescap-
able and deliberate in Little Big Man as well as Sol-
dier Blue.)

Of course, the genocide against the American Indi-
ans was depicted as graphically as possible in these 
films, as was carnage in other revisionist Westerns 
like Will Penny (1967) and Monte Walsh (1970). The 
intent of these pictures was not only to rewrite his-
tory, but also to revise (with the help of new technol-
ogy) the conventions for the depiction of violence: 
to insist, for the first time in the history of American 
cinema, that the human body is made of real flesh 
and blood and does not have the resilience of rubber; 
that arterial blood spurts rather than drips demurely; 
that bullet wounds leave not trim little pinpricks but 
big, gaping holes; and, in general, that violence has 
painful, unpretty, humanly destructive consequences, 
rather than leading to a polite death that is simply a 
state of terminal sleep.

But, as we all know, the explicit violence that was 
such a large part of the revisionists’ vision—particu-
larly Peckinpah’s—quickly passed from revolution-
ary innovation to accepted convention to exploitative 
cliché, becoming in the process as formulaic as the 
less graphic action it was intended to supplant. So 
much so that it, and the Western, became ripe for the 
very kind of revisionism found long ago in The Lit-
tle Train Robbery: parody, as evidenced in such films 
as Cat Ballou (1965), Waterhole No. 3 (1967), Butch 
Cassidy and the Sundance Kid (1969), and McCabe 
and Mrs. Miller (1971). This parody was intentional, 
but there was also the unintentional kind to be found 
in movies like The Missouri Breaks (1976) and Goin’ 
South (1978), whose revisionist thrust gets lost in the 
mugging, clowning, and sheer self- indulgence of its 
star performers, Marlon Brando and Jack Nicholson 

respectively. (Nicholson appears in The Missouri 
Breaks as well, but there he looks restrained opposite 
the absurdly bizarre, foolishly flamboyant, bloatedly 
overweight Brando; in Goin’ South, Nicholson’s own 
tomfoolery is complemented—if that is the word—
by John Belushi’s buffoonish and ultimately patron-
izing performance as a Mexican deputy.)

These two pictures were eventually followed by 
a corrective of a kind, Clint Eastwood’s Unforgiven 
(1992), which has been described as “the last great 
Western” (Dixon, 217). Well, it’s probably the last try 
to create a real Western, I’ll say that. But Unforgiven is 
spoiled by its own form of self- consciousness: its self- 
advertisement as a moral reconsideration of the role of 
violence in previous Eastwood films, hence its forced 
attempt to deromanticize Western gunfights. This 
movie is also spoiled by its treatment of oppressed 
women, the loneliness of un(in)tended children, and 
adult illiteracy in a desperate bid to inject some social 
significance, or thematic heft (which includes a down- 
on- his- luck black cowboy, Morgan Freeman, in a co- 
starring role opposite Eastwood), into a tired genre.

Was there ever any hope for the future of the West-
ern once it had begun to parody itself? Yes, some 
hope could once be found in a phenomenon that 
paralleled revisionism and that might be termed the 
cross- fertilization of genres. This cross- fertilizing 
was first demonstrated in John Sturges’s The Mag-
nificent Seven (1960), a version of Akira Kurosawa’s 
The Seven Samurai (1954) set in the American West. 
(Kurosawa himself had been inspired by John Ford’s 
Westerns.) In both films, seven hardened warriors 
(gunmen in Sturges’s adaptation) fallen on hard times 
are driven to risk their lives, at first for a price and 
then increasingly out of a sense of honor, to defend 
the inhabitants of a small rural village from plunder-
ing by bandits. But The Magnificent Seven, unlike its 
superior artistic source, was a huge popular success 
and sparked an international trend toward samurai 
imitations that ultimately produced the spaghetti 
Western—violent, fateful films of the American West 
that were shot in Italy or Yugoslavia by Italian movie-
makers, starring American actors.

The master craftsman of the spaghetti Western was 
Sergio Leone, whose Fistful of Dollars (starring Clint 
Eastwood)—a direct, almost scene- by- scene and 
sometimes even shot- by- shot copy of Kurosawa’s 
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Yojimbo (1961), itself reputedly a version of Budd 
Boetticher’s Buchanan Rides Alone (1958)—started 
the cycle in 1964. The films of Leone (who followed 
up his first hit with For a Few Dollars More [1965] 
and The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly [1966]) and 
his many Italian imitators tended to be stylish (fea-
turing dynamic montage), musically innovative (with 
scores by Ennio Morricone), and excessively bloody, 
graphically depicting for the first time on screen the 
impact and exit wounds produced by bullets. Perhaps 
chiefly for their extreme violence, the spaghetti West-
erns were enormously successful in the United States 
and produced a number of American- made imitations 
(for instance, Ted Post’s gratuitously brutal Hang 
’Em High [1968], also starring Clint Eastwood).

Spaghetti Westerns also played a major role in 
conditioning American audiences to accept the new 
levels of violence that were to emerge toward the 
end of the 1960s not only in Peckinpah’s apocalyptic 
Wild Bunch, but also in the 1967 gangster film Bon-
nie and Clyde. (Bonnie and Clyde was directed by 
Arthur Penn, who also made Little Big Man as well 
as the earlier, adult Western The Left- Handed Gun 
[1958], a retelling of the Billy- the- Kid legend nota-
ble for its portrayal of the outlaw as a psychologically 
troubled, misunderstood youth.) But Leone himself 
finally resorted to parody, rather than revitalization, 
of all the mythic- cum- romantic themes of the tradi-
tional American Western in Once Upon a Time in the 
West (1968), even if his cross- fertilizing tendency 
continued into the 1970s with Red Sun (1971), which 
co- starred Charles Bronson (once voted the world’s 
most popular star) and Toshiro Mifune, Japan’s lead-
ing male actor at the time and himself the star of sev-
eral samurai movies (including The Seven Samurai).

During this decade, international exchange contin-
ued apace with films like The Stranger and the Gun-
fighter (1974)—a joint Italian–Spanish production 
made in Hong Kong and starring Lee Van Cleef, vet-
eran of countless cowboy movies, as well as Lo Lieh, 
a king of the Kung- fu spectacular—and Breakheart 
Pass (1975), another Charles Bronson movie that 
itself is an instance of generic swapping: this time 
through a reworking of Agatha Christie’s detective 
fiction Murder on the Orient Express (1934) in the 
form of a Western. The swapping, or the exchange, 
even continued into the 1980s when the Australian 

Bruce Beresford (more on Australia shortly) went 
to southwest Texas to shoot Tender Mercies (1983), 
which was about a down- on- his- heels country- and- 
western singer named Mac Sledge, or a Westerner 
with a guitar instead of a gun.

Alas, the hope that once spurred the cross- 
fertilization of the Western itself is by now long since 
dead. But the spirit that informs the genre, along with 
its legendary characters, its myths, its values, and 
its historical associations, is far from dead, though 
that spirit often turns up in unexpected forms and in 
previously unvisited places. (This was true, as well, 
of the Western’s stage equivalent 100 years ago or 
so, when Puccini converted a corny American melo-
drama into the opera La Fanciulla del West [The Girl 
of the Golden West, 1910]). It reappeared more or 
less simultaneously in three films from 2005—two 
in unexpected forms and one in a place that has not 
quite been unvisited but is hardly worn.

The first is Down in the Valley (2005), which uses 
its unexpected form to sobering intent. It depicts 
the effect that a film genre can have on a person’s 
mind, and thus also reveals the mental hunger that 
had been nourished by this movie model. A previ-
ous instance in another genre is Travis Bickle in Taxi 
Driver (1976): a forlorn man who needs to behave 
like a movie tough guy, a kind of urban vigilante, to 
flesh out his puny life. In Down in the Valley, as its 
geographically accurate yet mythically resonant title 
suggests, the self- dramatization is Western.

A young man named Harlan Carruthers arrives 
in Los Angeles from South Dakota in full cowboy 
persona, with Gary Cooper courtesy and chivalry, a 
lasso, and two Colt revolvers. He has no ambition to 
work in films (any more than Travis had, even though 
some of Harlan’s soliloquies—performed solo in his 
room, like Travis’s in Taxi Driver—suggest that he 
is rehearsing a part). Apparently, Harlan just wants 
to play his movie role in real life, in the area that 
spawned so many Westerns. Later he accidentally 
encounters the filming of a Western, but even though 
he is in Hollywood, he never wants to fulfill his fan-
tasy on screen—he just wants to live it.

Eventually, Harlan gallantly throws over his bread- 
and- butter job at a filling station to go to the beach with 
a pretty adolescent girl named Tobe, and he wears his 
Stetson hat the whole time. His gentle, strong- man 
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behavior attracts the girl, and a torrid affair ensues. 
Her father—a policeman—is displeased, though Har-
lan fascinates Tobe’s kid brother. The ins and outs of 
the plot turns that follow, accordingly, are not hard to 
follow. They abut on two matters: on the one hand, 
there is Harlan’s imitation Westernizing, including 
some horseback sequences, all of which entrances 
Tobe (and her brother); on the other hand, there are 
the father’s objections, increasingly futile. Tobe’s 
attraction to the fantasist is a mirror image of Har-
lan’s own need for fantasy, and is a testament as well 
to the power of the Western in the cultural history of 
the United States.

The story of Down in the Valley winds along 
until, inevitably, shootouts arrive: fantasy, in this 
case (again, as in the case of Taxi Driver), leads to 
fatalities. Yet, looked at with a smidgen of rational-
ity, this film doesn’t make any sense. (And there are 
unexplained details, such as where Harlan’s expen-
sive saddle came from.) But since it’s about a young 
man whose life doesn’t make any sense, rationality 

is probably not the right criterion in this instance. 
Mythology is, and Harlan Carruthers is a dream- 
intoxicated being (brought to life here by the redoubt-
able Edward Norton) who believes in everything he 
says, no matter how silly or dangerous it sounds, and 
despite the fact that at the finish he is only a case who 
has met a case’s end. What he suggests, en route, or 
what his author- director David Jacobson meant him 
to suggest, is that the absence of genuine Westerns 
on screen has not wiped them out. They survive in 
the world’s mind. They persist because we still have 
a craving for them—for the spectacle of their action, 
the romance of their quest, and the nobility of the 
Westerner himself.

Australia is not a place previously unvisited by 
such nobility, quest, or spectacle, yet it is still so novel 
a locale that an Australian Western has an odd effect. 
It reminds us of what should be obvious similarities 
between that country and the United States: huge 
space in the west, for example; an indigenous pop-
ulation that was treated roughly by invading whites; 

Edward Norton and Evan Rachel Wood in David Jacobson’s 2005 film, Down in the Valley. Courtesy Photofest.
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and invading whites who themselves were fleeing 
rough treatment of a kind in their own native land. 
The Australian film I’d like to consider, The Prop-
osition (2005), is set in the late- nineteenth century, 
so a “captain of lawmen” can still have an ambition 
we have often heard voiced by Western lawmen in 
American movies: to civilize the wilderness, along 
with its savages. Moreover, even though much of this 
captain’s action is conducted against natives, he has 
an Aborigine scout at his beck, just as U.S. regiments 
in the Old West had Indian scouts.

The screenwriter of The Proposition was Nick 
Cave, who here remembers some of his country’s 
history and at the same time lets it remind him of 
Sam Peckinpah, whose unique—or uniquely vio-
lent—contribution to the Western is adopted by Cave 
with only limited success. A good deal of the time 
he simply wallows in the fact that a Western movie 
licenses violence, whereas Peckinpah, no matter how 
violent his films became, always kept in mind the 
rationale behind the violence. The very first scene, 
for instance, plunges us into a whirlpool of killing 
led by the captain and his men against outlaws; it 
is exploited from every angle, for every possible 

ferocity, by the director, John Hillcoat, and his cine-
matographer, Benoît Delhomme.

When the fight is finished, with the outlaws 
defeated, the captain offers the captive outlaw Char-
lie Burns a proposition. Charlie’s brother Arthur has 
escaped; but if Charlie will kill Arthur by Christmas, 
the captain will spare their other brother, Mikey, who 
is a prisoner and will otherwise be hanged. Hence the 
proposition of the film’s title and the presupposition 
for the action, violent or otherwise, that will follow. 
As story ideas go, it’s not entirely original—you can 
find a variation on it in Westerns where a former out-
law, now a sheriff, must kill a brother, or a friend, 
who is still an outlaw. But that’s not the problem so 
much as the fact that the film never comes to any 
point or purpose. It’s hollow, finally, and this despite 
the strong performances by Ray Winstone as the cap-
tain and Guy Pearce as Charlie Burns, and despite the 
miraculous John Hurt in an eccentric role that was 
put in just for spice (though such an addition should 
have immediately signaled the aesthetic dubiousness 
of the whole enterprise).

Some might argue that The Proposition’s aim was 
to show the civilizing of the outback, or to depict the 

guy Pearce, Danny Huston, and Richard Wilson in John Hillcoat’s 2005 film, The Proposition. Courtesy Photofest.
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cruel treatment of the Aborigines (and, apart from 
the Burns- brothers’ plot, there is plenty of that). But 
these are not the film’s motives, just the excuses for its 
existence, for wallowing in violence and its exploita-
tion of the visual paradox that Westerns allow. To wit: 
almost all the riding and fighting and rumination take 
place against settings of extraordinary beauty, the 
setting sun being one of Hillcoat and Delhomme’s 
chief assets. A scene near the end and the final scene 
consist of two of the Burns brothers seated outdoors, 
their backs toward us, contemplating action as they 
watch the sun set. The problem with such scenes, of 
course—especially when the filmmakers over- rely 
on them—is that, unlike the characters, we start to 
“goggle” more than “contemplate”; and the setting 
thereby becomes less of a character or force in the 
narrative than just another pretty picture gratuitously 
juxtaposed against the ugly or thrilling or suspenseful 
one that is the film’s action.

The visual paradox that Westerns allow is again 
on display in Brokeback Mountain (2005), where it 
works a little better than it did in The Proposition. 
The landscape in which most of the film takes place 

is majestic and thrilling (ostensibly Wyoming, but 
actually the Canadian Rockies). The cinematogra-
pher (Rodrigo Prieto) presents the scenic marvels of 
this place to us as if they were resplendent gifts but 
not gratuitous ones, for here the interweaving of the 
grand landscape with the narrative has a peculiarly 
synesthetic effect, absent from The Proposition. This 
is because Brokeback Mountain’s story is intimate—
indeed, it’s a Western romance—and the poignant 
lyricism of the movie’s romantic theme winds almost 
musically through a cosmos otherwise shaped by 
only grand chords.

Oddly enough, Brokeback Mountain was directed 
by Ang Lee, who, born in Taiwan, is nevertheless at 
home in the West as well as the East (he received both 
his undergraduate and his graduate degrees in the 
United States). His major credits before Brokeback 
Mountain—The Wedding Banquet (1993), Eat Drink 
Man Woman (1994), Sense and Sensibility (1995), 
The Ice Storm (1997), Ride with the Devil (1999), and 
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon (2000)—show his 
cross- cultural sensibilities. The Ice Storm and Ride 
with the Devil were each ultra- American pictures, the 

Jake gyllenhaal and Heath Ledger in Ang Lee’s 2005 film, Brokeback Mountain. Courtesy Photofest.

In order to view this proof accurately, the Overprint Preview Option must be 
set to Always in Acrobat Professional or Adobe Reader. Please contact your                               

Customer Service Representative if you have questions about finding this option.

Job Name: -- /421923t



JOW, SPRINg 2019, vol. 58, No. 2
THE WESTERN FORUM—R. J. Cardullo: Westward Faux 9

one about Connecticut suburbanites, the other about 
the Civil War. Despite their American ease and soci-
etal comprehension, I didn’t care for either film; and 
I took away the feeling, especially after seeing the 
martial- arts extravaganza Crouching Tiger, Hidden 
Dragon (not to speak of his comic- book adaptation of 
Hulk [2003]), that Lee was an industry gun- for- hire 
as opposed to an independent auteur with a vision. I 
still feel this way, but that won’t keep me from saying 
that, precisely because of his remove from the subject 
at hand, as an artist, a Taiwanese, and a man, Ang Lee 
was the right choice to direct Brokeback Mountain.

The screenplay by Larry McMurtry and Diana 
Ossana, based on (and faithful to) a 1997 short story 
by Annie Proulx, is about two cowboys who become 
lovers. In 1963 in Wyoming, two young ranch hands 
named Ennis Del Mar and Jack Twist are hired to 
spend the summer tending 1,000 sheep on Brokeback 
Mountain. (Shepherds though the men are, through 
much of the film they call each other “cowboy” and 
we do see them later with cattle.) Ennis and Jack had 
not known each other previously, and they don’t spend 
a lot of time together now. Ennis sleeps somewhere 
off near the sheep, and Jack bunks away from them in 
a pup tent. One inclement night, however, they share 
the tent after sharing a bottle of whiskey. There has not 
been the slightest hint of physical attraction between 
the two men up to this point, nor is there now as they 
bed down together. Nonetheless, during the night, 
they find themselves—the phrase is apt—having sex.

In the morning Jack and Ennis are their customary 
laconic selves as they go about their jobs, but they 
are both marked for life—by love. That is, on this 
morning after their first sexual experience, they vir-
tually decide they must be in love. They specify to 
each other that they are not “queer,” so the condition 
that allows them to be themselves without shame 
is to believe that they are in love. And they are, as 
truly as two people can be, yet they are grateful for 
it because this spiritual union licenses them to con-
tinue their beddings, and helps to justify each man to 
himself. Over the remainder of the summer, Jack and 
Ennis’s sexual and emotional relationship deepens, 
although they part ways at the end of their job. Later 
on, through the years—up to 1983—they continue to 
meet as often as they can, despite the fact that in time 
both men marry and father children.

The film traces the men’s torment when separated, 
their happiness at reunions, and their near- pride in 
their private selves: in short, the delicacy and pain 
and almost unbearable joy experienced by the two. 
Their marriages themselves are not so totally bliss-
ful—Ennis’s wife, for example, has seen the two men 
kissing—but they seem to accept marital trouble as 
part of the price they have to pay for their secret truth. 
Jack does broach the subject of creating a life together 
on a small farm, especially after Ennis’s wife divorces 
him, but Ennis refuses to move away from his two 
daughters and fears that such an arrangement can only 
end in tragedy (as it did for a gay couple who were 
tortured and murdered in the town where he grew 
up). So, unable to be open about their relationship, 
Jack and Ennis settle, after a bitter quarrel- become- 
desperate embrace, for their infrequent meetings (sep-
arated not just by months but sometimes by several 
years) on camping trips in the mountains.

Alas, their story does not finish as they might have 
wished: it couldn’t, given the world in which they 
live. But their relationship from beginning to end has 
a texture so fine- spun that it seems, more than the 
story itself, the purpose for which the film was made. 
Brokeback Mountain does not contain the slightest 
suggestion, by contrast, that its purpose is to chronicle 
a psychological case or a social problem. And that, as 
an aspiring work of art, is its problem, for, on the evi-
dence of both Proulx’s story and Lee’s film, Jack and 
Ennis, in addition to being adulterers, are bisexuals—
not homosexuals. (Just one of the pieces of bisexual 
evidence: after his divorce, instead of declaring his 
total “availability” to Jack, Ennis begins dating an 
attractive waitress he has met at a diner he frequents, 
though Ennis continues to see Jack as well.)

The film, like the short story, completely avoids 
this issue—that monogamous marriage, be it of the 
heterosexual or homosexual kind, presumes faith-
fulness or at least openness (not cheating as we see 
Ennis and Jack engage in it), and it cannot tolerate 
bisexuality (for a bisexual marriage would neces-
sarily involve at least three partners!). The movie 
chooses instead coyly to treasure two human beings 
who, as it sees them, and as unlikely as we may have 
thought it for these two men, find themselves fixed 
in a discomfiting yet thorough passion that the film-
makers (and Annie Proulx) affirm. Jack and Ennis 
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may inhabit a world—the world of the Western—that 
vaunts macho masculinity and even loneness or isola-
tion (not to mention the Westerner’s personal integrity 
as expressed in his code of honor; nonetheless, they 
seem secretly fortified by their mutual fate instead of 
self- sacrificially rejecting it or openly questioning it.

Brokeback Mountain’s coyness in this matter seems 
designed to pander to the gay community, to which 
(among other communities) its producers success-
fully marketed the film as a tragic, albeit same- sex, 
love story. It was not put forward as a social- problem 
picture about the difficulty of living an openly bisex-
ual life in a society that venerates the institution of 
marriage as well as the pureness or absoluteness 
of sexual categories—not to speak of the difficulty 
of surviving in a West that prides itself on bashing 
anyone who even appears to be gay. (The poster for 
Brokeback Mountain, incidentally, was inspired by 
that of James Cameron’s Titanic [1997], which the 
producers chose as a model after looking at the post-
ers of what they considered to be the 50 most roman-
tic movies ever made.) And a neat trick this was on the 
part of the film’s marketing team, for neither Broke-
back Mountain’s two leading actors, nor its director, 
nor the author of the story on which it is based, nor its 
screenwriters are gay. Those actors are the late Heath 
Ledger, an Australian who for this picture mastered 
a Western accent and bearing, and who gave Ennis 
a solidity through which his new experience shivers 
like a crack through a rock; and Jake Gyllenhaal, who 
creates in Jack a man of dogged sensitivity, one who 
has not previously lived by emotional finesse but now 
finds himself capable of it and will not relinquish it.

Ang Lee was the right choice to direct Ledger 
and Gyllenhaal, and to film the screenplay as written 
(not as I wish it had been written, by an auteur or 
writer- director), not only because he’s neither from 
the Western hemisphere nor a Western American and 
hence has no “investment” either in traditional or 
nontraditional Western conceptions of masculinity. 
Lee was also the right choice because he has shown 
himself in the past to be a consummately tasteful, 
acutely sensitive director of actors: witness, for one, 
Emma Thompson’s performance as Elinor Dashwood 
in Sense and Sensibility, which is buttressed by her 
comments about Lee’s directing in the diary she kept 
during filming (published by Newmarket in 2002).

Moreover, given that the film of Brokeback Moun-
tain had to have handsome young heterosexual stars 
to insure its commercial success outside the gay mar-
ket, it also had to have someone directing them who 
was sensitive to their needs as actors. Sensitive, too, 
to the general current of emotional need that floods 
around all men and women (but especially two men 
as isolated as these shepherds are for an entire season 
on Brokeback Mountain), and that looks for reifica-
tion, for person and place, in one or another sort of 
gender relationship which may or may not include 
sex. The film needed someone sensitive to the needs 
of the overarching narrative itself. This movie adap-
tation further required someone who knows, as the 
characters of Ennis and Jack do and as does any real- 
life bisexual, that the line between acting straight and 
playing gay—especially for a cowboy- type who hap-
pens to fall in love with another man—is very thin 
indeed. That someone, again, was Ang Lee. (See The 
Wedding Banquet for additional evidence.)

Well, so now we have a gay or—my preferred 
term in this instance—a bisexual Western (Western 
in spirit, anyway) on our hands, trying in the twenty- 
first century to deal with some of the themes of the 
traditional American Western: rugged individualism, 
individual freedom, and self- reliance versus fam-
ily values, individual restriction or constraint, and 
family- dependence; physical allegiance to nature, 
wilderness, and the environment versus moral com-
mitment to the community, society, and civilization. 
But even a domestic Western like Brokeback Moun-
tain is not as new as it seems, save for its homoerotic 
wrinkle. In 1971, for example, Peter Fonda made (and 

Jake gyllenhaal and Heath Ledger in Ang Lee’s 2005 film, 
Brokeback Mountain. Courtesy Photofest.
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starred in) The Hired Hand, in which a drifter, who 
had been roaming from town to town with his close 
friend and fellow wanderer, decides to make amends 
to the wife and daughter he abandoned seven years 
before by returning to them—offering to do penance 
by working on the family farmstead as a hired hand. 
(Fonda himself went so far as to call The Hired Hand 
“the first feminist Western” [Toby Thompson, 224].) 

But The Hired Hand was still a real Western, 
replete with Western violence when the Fonda char-
acter ultimately has to choose between responsibil-
ity to his blood relatives and the obligation to aid his 
friend- in- need. Brokeback Mountain is an imitation 
of the genre, Down in the Valley an imitation- of- an- 
imitation, and The Proposition a bloody anachronism. 
The Western is dead. Its ghost still 
haunts us. Long live the West of 
our imaginations. 
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Cliven Bundy and the 
Underrepresentation of Self  
and Place Identity in Multiple- Use 
Land Management Policy  
in the Western United States
Charles N. Herrick

On February 16, 2016, Nevada rancher, Cliven D. 
Bundy was arrested by agents of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) and charged with six criminal 
offenses, including conspiracy to commit an offense 
against the United States, assault on a federal officer 
by use of a deadly and dangerous weapon, interfer-
ence of commerce by extortion, obstruction of the 
administration of justice, and two counts of use and 
carry of a firearm during and in relation to a crime of 
violence. Mr. Bundy’s arrest was prompted by events 
that took place in April 2014, when he is said to 
have organized and led an armed assault against fed-
eral law enforcement officials who had impounded 
approximately 300 head of his cattle. Bundy had tres-
passed his cattle on federal public lands for over 20 
years, having refused to obtain the legally required 
permits or pay the required fees to keep and graze 
cattle on lands administered by the U.S. Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM). For his part, Mr. Bundy 
claimed that BLM administration of lands abutting 
his ranch near Bunkerville, Nevada, was an act of 
governmental overreach, going so far as to deny the 
basic legitimacy of federal ownership of land in the 
Western United States. In February 2018, U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Gloria Navarro declared a mistrial 
in the case against Mr. Bundy, strongly rebuking fed-
eral prosecutors for withholding potentially exculpa-
tory evidence from the defense.

For the purposes of this article, I do not attempt to 
assess Mr. Bundy’s compliance with BLM grazing 
regulations. Nor will I opine on his presumed guilt or 

innocence with respect to federal charges associated 
with his 2014 standoff with BLM rangers. Rather, I 
use the Bundy family experience as a case illustration 
of the potential frictions between land and resource 
management regimes and occupant images of self 
and place. In this article, I adopt an interdisciplinary 
interpretive approach to evaluate how multiple- use 
regulatory regimes can impact the self and place con-
structs of regulatory targets. 

The first section of this essay provides an overview 
of key anthropological, sociological, and folkloric 
concepts dealing with individuals and the nature of 
their relationship with specific places, emphasizing 
the comingling of self and place constructs. 

The second section recounts the Bundy family his-
tory within and around the Virgin River Valley (VRV) 
and the area known as the Arizona Strip (AS). This 
section is based on (1) archival research, including 
review and ethnographic content analysis of first- 
person and biographical histories of the settlement 
of the VRV/AS during the period from 1850 to the 
present; and (2) critical review of news and opinion 
accounts of the Bundy incident, including formal-
ized content analysis of 70 media accounts published 
between September 2013 and April 2018. 

The third section describes the policy context 
for multiple- use management of public lands in the 
Western United States. 

Section four draws on concepts from political 
theory and the policy sciences to explore whether 
and how self and place constructs might be more 
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meaningfully addressed in the context of land and 
resource management policy in the Western United 
States. Without attempting to reach definitive conclu-
sions, the fourth section articulates some pragmatic 
and normative considerations that should fuel cir-
cumspection regarding efforts to more fully address 
self and place constructs in the policy context. It also 
explores factors that provide support for fuller appli-
cation of these constructs in natural resource and land 
management policy regimes. 

Section five provides an illustration of how existing 
federal statutes and programs take account of unique 
cultural perspectives and draws on the policy litera-
ture to support a forward- looking affirmation of the 
need for, and feasibility of, addressing self and place 
constructs in the context of multiple use management. 

An appendix provides a chronological listing of 
events and other putative facts of relevance to the 
Bundy episode. 

Sense of Self, Sense of Place,  
and the Importance of Self- in- Place

The United States National Park Service (NPS) 
defines culture as “a system of behaviors, values, 

ideologies, and social arrangements. These features, 
in addition to tools and expressive elements such as 
graphic arts, help humans interpret their universe 
as well as deal with features of their environments, 
natural and social. Culture is learned, transmitted in 
social context, and modifiable. Synonyms for culture 
include lifeways, customs, traditions, social practices, 
and folkways” (NPS 1998). As articulated by Schein, 
“. . . culture is the pattern of basic assumptions that a 
given group has invented, discovered, or developed in 
learning to cope with its problems of external adap-
tation and internal integration, and that have worked 
well enough to be considered valid, and therefore, to 
be taught to new members as the correct way to per-
ceive, think, and feel in relation to problems (Schein 
1984). As Ward Goodenough describes it, “Culture 
. . . consists of standards for deciding what is, . . . for 
deciding what can be, . . . for deciding what one feels 
about it, . . . for deciding what to do about it, and . . . 
for deciding how to go about doing it” (quoted in 
Herrick and Pratt 2013). 

A place is more than a simple compilation of phys-
ical features, it is also a cultural construct. Places 
are a composite of social relationships, geographical 

Livestock, presumed to belong to Mr. Bundy. Photo by the author.
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features, artifacts, resident self- images, and in some 
cases, symbolic meaning. The idea of people ascribing 
certain qualities to places, such as the embodiment of 
ethical values, has a long history in the social sciences 
(Firey 1945; Kudryavtsev et al. 2012). It is said that 
“places are nested collections of human experience, 
locations with which people and communities have 
particular affective relationships” (Hess et al. 2008). 
Constructions of a place often prove to be deep and 
lasting, and so too is fealty to traditions that facili-
tate survival there (Hess et al. 2008). As Shumway 
and Jackson write, “once a particular view of place is 
established, a ‘perceptual lock in’ occurs that is diffi-
cult to change. . . .” Once established, “place meaning 
achieves coherence and longevity . . . [and provides] a 
justification for certain types of events while limiting 
others, and gives places an identity not in terms of an 
open and changing milieu but as a statement of truth” 
(Shumway and Jackson 2008, 435).

Drawing on the work of Erving Goffman, the 
concept of self- identity pertains to the roles that 
individuals embrace and affirm to others in social sit-
uations (Goffman 1959). Self- identity can be based 

on factors such as familial ties, occupation, or asso-
ciation with a particular region or geographic feature 
(Escobar 2001; Burley et al. 2005; Hess et al. 2008; 
Adger et al. 2013, Herrick 2018). A person’s attach-
ment to place can form an aspect of their identity and 
represent values such as integrity or self- reliance. As 
Cantrill and Senacah have observed, “it is from the 
vantage of what we have coined a ‘sense of self- in- 
place’ that humans understand and process various 
claims and arguments regarding the human relation-
ship to and responsibilities for managing the natural 
world” (Cantrill and Senacah 2001, 185).

Case Illustration of Self- in- Place:  
The Bundy Family Heritage in the Virgin  
River Valley and the Arizona Strip

The Virgin River Valley and the Arizona Strip (VRV/
AS) lie at the interface of the Mojave Desert and the 
Great Basin, just north and west of the Colorado Pla-
teau. A desert hinterland of uplifted ridges, alluvial 
fans, and eroded plutons, the region has been a cradle 
of North American civilization since Paleo- Archaic 
times, an era that dates roughly to 5900 BC. Prior 

virgin River looking north from near Bundy Ranch. Photo by the author.
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to Spanish and Anglo- American intrusion and set-
tlement of the region, it was subject to at least four 
distinct cultural occupations, including Archaic, 
Basketmaker/Puebloan, Patayan, and Southern Pai-
ute (McGuire et al. 2014). The lifeways of these cul-
tures tended to follow a generalized developmental 
pattern evolving from wide- ranging, residentially 
mobile, desert- adapted hunter- gatherers, toward 
agriculturally- oriented, riverine communities. 

Situated in rough proximity to the Old Spanish 
Trail, the first white men in the VRV/AS region were 
probably members of the Dominguez and Escalante 
expedition in 1776, who traversed the area on their 
return from what is now central Utah (Foremaster 
1965, USGS 1983, LUHNA 1999). It is reported 
that the trapper, Jedidiah Smith passed through the 
Arizona Strip and down the Virgin River Valley in 
about 1826 (Myhrer et al. 1990, Barbour 2011). The 
next white people to play a significant role within 
the region were Mormon colonists lead by Jacob 
Hamblin and Brigham Young. Radiating outward 
from Salt Lake City, Mormon scouting parties and 
missionaries moved into southern Utah and extreme 
northern Arizona during the 1850s seeking suitable 

lands for agriculture, grazing and settlement. Dis-
putes between settlers and native tribes culminated in 
a conflict known as the Black Hawk Navajo Wars of 
1866–1869, which was quelled partially due to Mor-
mon paramilitary action (Foremaster 1965).

Both sides of the Bundy family have deep, well- 
documented roots in the history of settlement of the 
Virgin River Valley and Arizona Strip. In January 
1877, a party of 23 people, led by Edward Bunker and 
Carol Bundy’s great, great grandfather, Dudley Leavitt 
left Santa Clara, Utah, and established the community 
of Bunkerville on the Mesquite Flat of the Virgin River 
(Brooks 1942, Zarate 2010). Originally intended to 
serve as a United Order cotton plantation, by 1880 the 
settlement party had built a diversion dam, excavated 
an extensive system of irrigation, and established 
crops and gardens. Homes were built using available 
materials, typically in the form of adobe bricks. The 
houses were no bigger than necessary and had little to 
no adornment. Over the years, Bunkerville and nearby 
Mesquite were periodically devastated by recurrent 
flooding on the Virgin River (Zarate 2010). 

Named after Cliven Bundy’s paternal great- 
grandfather, Abraham Bundy, the community once 

Entrance to the Bundy Ranch, near Bunkerville, Nevada. Photo by the author.
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known as Bundyville (now called Mt. Trumbell) was 
established in 1916 (Kanigher 2014). The Bundys 
were among 131 homesteading families who proved 
up and received title to land along the Arizona Strip 
(Cox 1982). These pioneer families established them-
selves on these homesteads with the idea of growing 
dryland crops and raising livestock (Foremaster 1965). 
Bundyville once boasted a store, post office, school, 
church, cemetery, and perhaps as many as 300 inhab-
itants (LUHNA 1999). A hub of activity across the 
Arizona Strip, Bundyville was the site of Easter pic-
nics, mutual night dances, and a thriving church orga-
nization. Bundyville was designated as a ward of the 
LDS in 1928, with Cliven’s grandfather, Roy Bundy, 
serving as Bishop (Parshall 2014). Bundyville would 
never have electricity, running water, telephones, or 

paved roadways (Cox and Russell 1973). Unregulated 
and unchecked grazing of domestic and feral cattle 
and sheep resulted in severe damage to the arid hab-
itat of much of the strip area (LUHNA 1999). Bun-
dyville was virtually abandoned in the 1930s due to a 
combination of drought, cancelation of a government- 
sponsored pipeline project, and grazing restrictions 
implemented under the Taylor Grazing Act (Cox and 
Russell 1973, Cox 1982). Although no longer a char-
tered or incorporated governmental unit, many in the 
area refer fondly to the area around Bundyville as 
“out home” and return for holidays and social gather-
ings (Cox and Russell 1973).

Six generations of the Bundy- Leavitt family have 
struggled against the harsh climate and landscape of 
the VRV/AS to rear cattle, run sheep, build homes, 

A map of the Arizona Strip and the virgin River valley in Arizona. Courtesy Geospatial Centroid at Colorado State University, 
Ft. Collins, CO.
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secure water supplies, tend orchards and truck 
farms, raise children, and practice their faith. Their 
lives are intertwined with those of other pioneering 
families, such as the Whipples, Esplins, and Iver-
sons (Cox 1982, Parshall 2014). All share in stories 
of courage, diligence, and faith; stories that have 
been handed from generation to generation and are 
used as virtual proverbs for how to survive in a harsh 
land. The Bundy’s and other multigenerational res-
idents of the Virgin River Valley and Arizona Strip 
take pride not merely in their ability to take what 
nature dishes out, but to enjoy their lot in life. As 
Roy Bundy puts it, “we were schooled in the uni-
versity of hard knocks, so we could take it and like 
it” (Parshall 2014). 

It can be argued that the Bundy’s attachment to 
and identification with ranching in the Virgin River 
Valley is more complicated than mere economic self- 
interest or NIMBYism. It can, I think, be argued that 
these multigenerational clans view cattle ranching in 
the VRV/AS as less of a business than a way of life. 
It is clearly a significant aspect in some people’s self- 
identity. If one were to operationalize the construct 
of self- in- place for the Bundys and other founding 

families of the Virgin River Valley and Arizona Strip, 
the following factors appear salient:

•	 LDS membership and Mormon faith: The Ari-
zona Strip and upper Virgin River Valley lie within 
what has been referred to as the Mormon Cultural 
Region of the United States (Meinig 1965). The 
existence of the Mormons as a definite, cohesive, 
readily distinguishable culture within the broader 
patterns of American life has been described and 
analyzed by scholars in many fields (Hill 1959, 
Taylor 1963, Mauss 1984). As a group, Mormons 
“constitute a highly self- conscious subculture 
whose chief bond is religion and one which has 
long established its mark upon the life and land-
scape of a particular area” (Meinig 1965, 191). 
In the VRV/AS, Mormons quickly established a 
series of cohesive communities organized around 
the church. As White observes, “church leaders 
supervised the settlements, reminding settlers that 
brotherhood and cooperation should character-
ize their efforts and that they were engaged in a 
religious as well as secular pursuit” (White 1991, 
301). Apart from the generic bond of religion, it 

A view of the gold Butte region. Photo by the author.
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is also important to recognize how interpretations 
of Mormon dogma tend to compel or constrain 
specific perceptions and behaviors among faithful 
adherents. As described by Shawna Cox, at least 
some of Mr. Bundy’s actions during the April 2014 
confrontation with BLM rangers were animated by 
a compulsion to act as a “priesthood bearer” in an 
ongoing “war on free agency” (Cox 2016, 82). 

•	 Cultural isolation and anti- federalism: The his-
tory of Mormonism involves the pervasive specter 
of persecution. By the 1850s, the Mormons were 
one of the most despised groups in America; and 
their non- Mormon neighbors had murdered their 
leader and driven them out of settlements in Illi-
nois and Missouri (White 1991). As Zarate writes, 
“The colonizers of the Virgin Valley had a common 
history. They had been forced to flee their previous 
homes in the East and were looking for a place so 
remote and desolate that no one else would want 
it” (Zarate 2010, 11). While Mr. Bundy is clearly 
animated by perceptions of federal overreach with 
respect to land and forage management, his fore-
bears in the VRV/AS took an almost flagrant pride 
in their resistance to government efforts to halt 

polygamy, impede establishing an independent 
probate court system, and interfere with Indian- 
Mormon relations (Cox 1982). Indeed, the AS has 
been one of the last strongholds of the nineteenth- 
century practice of polygamy, even though the 
practice was disavowed by the LDS Church in 
the early 1890s. In other words, family lore may 
animate and fuel Bundy’s fervent and activist 
approach to anti- federalism. 

•	 Ranching, grazing, and land stewardship: Not 
only did the Bundys, Leavitts and other pioneer 
families in the VRV/AS live off the land, they also 
expended tremendous effort to modify the land-
scape to support their way of life—creating wells, 
reservoirs, irrigation canals, trails, roads, bridges, 
windbreaks, corrals and ripgut fences, and a vari-
ety of maintenance and support structures (Cox 
and Russell 1973, Cox 1982). Mr. Bundy insists 
that his family has dug “100 wells . . . from 
beneath the desert scrub that bettered the lands” 
(Glionna 2013). They were also diligent students 
of their natural environment, learning where to 
winter cattle, how to find ephemeral seeps and 
sources of water, the location of flint deposits, 

Creosote and Blackbrush plant communities within the gold Butte region. Photo by the author.
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and passable routes through otherwise impenetra-
ble terrain (Cox 1982). As Mr. Bundy articulates, 
“My forefathers have been up and down the Virgin 
Valley here ever since 1877. All these rights that I 
claim, have been created through . . . beneficial use 
of the forage and the water and access and range 
improvements” (Turbeville 2014). 

•	 Cowboy persona: While it is easy to find schol-
ars who dismiss or deride the notion of a unique 
cowboy culture (Smith 1978, Worster 1992, Knize 
1999, Donahue 2005), it is clear that the cowboy 
ethos is central to how Cliven Bundy and other 
family members frame issues and project them-
selves to others. As a biographer describes Mr. 
Bundy, he is one of the “real cowboys of the West 
who work hard and expect nothing less from their 
children and grandchildren and those around them. 
They have compassion and love for everyone” 
(Cox 2016, 39). 

•	 Landscape aesthetic: Legacy occupants of the 
VRV/AS seem to share a palpable sense of the 
unique beauty of the landscape on which they 
live and work, a beauty that is intensified by the 
harshness of conditions. Not only is the landscape 

sublime, it provides them with a way to affirm and 
demonstrate character traits such as fidelity, self- 
sacrifice, hard work, deferred gratification, depend-
ability, and common sense; but perhaps more 
fundamentally, it provides a vehicle through which 
they can exercise the will of God. As Roy Bundy’s 
granddaughter, Joanne Iverson Christy once said, 

The Arizona Strip has been a great school for me. 
I’ve learned a lot about being independent and tak-
ing care of myself. And when people are puzzled 
by my obvious love of the strip and ask, ‘Why do 
you go out there and what do you do?’ I have a 
hard time explaining the excitement it gives me, 
and the beauty of it all. I only know that a good 
summer thunderstorm and smelling the wet sage 
and cedars and seeing a pond fill- up—well, that is 
truly heaven (Cox 1982, 201).

It does not seem far- fetched to argue that Mr. 
Bundy and his family have coherent and meaningful 
ties to the grazing lands, water sources, landscapes, 
current communities, and the historical culture of the 
VRV/AS region. They are part of a living history. It 

Looking southward toward Lake Mead. Photo by the author.
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seems clear that Bundy’s relationship with federal 
lands in the VRV and AS involves more than the use 
of forage as a commercial commodity. I am suggest-
ing that Cliven Bundy’s self- identity is tied to places 
within the region, and that this identity is based on 
deep, well- documented, and tangible physical, his-
torical, and cultural circumstances. 

Multiple- Use Land Management and the 
Attenuation of Self and Place: The Policy Context

For over a century, federal lands in the VRV/AS 
were under the de facto control of the ranchers who 
lived near them and worked on them. It was not until 
1916 that a federal statute authorized homesteads for 
ranching, as opposed to farming purposes. In 1934 
the Taylor Grazing Act authorized leasing grazing 
lands to ranchers. But during the period between 
1934 and 1976, pressure from the livestock industry 
and its Congressional allies tended to ossify imple-
mentation of the Taylor Grazing Act. Passed in Octo-
ber 1976, the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA) serves as the BLM’s organic act and 
establishes the agency’s multiple use mandate. The 
Act also specifies grazing permit terms and stipulates 

conditions under which permits can be revoked or 
modified. FLPMA authorizes BLM to discontinue 
grazing to use land for other public purposes; while 
at the same time stipulating that permit holders 
have first priority for renewal, but only if the land 
remains available and the permittee accepts the new 
conditions and remains in compliance with applica-
ble regulations. While FLPMA authorizes cessation 
of grazing on BLM land, this aspect of the law has 
only rarely been employed for that purpose (Donahue 
2005, Childers 2014). 

In addition to issuing resource- specific permits, 
leases, and other concessions, the concept of multiple- 
use has been operationalized through governmental 
and public- private vehicles such as land- use plans, 
endangered species management plans, environmen-
tal assessments and environmental impact statements, 
river basin management plans, and more. As currently 
interpreted and practiced, the construct of multiple- 
use allows a constellation of activities, including mil-
itary training and weapons testing; hunting, fishing, 
ATV riding, mountain biking, camping, hiking, and 
other outdoor recreation pursuits; a variety of con-
servation and preservation efforts; preservation of 

A Bureau of Land Management sign describing the environmental fragility of the gold Butte region. Photo by the author.
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historical sites and values; scientific monitoring and 
research; mining and mineral extraction; timber culti-
vation; and livestock production and grazing. 

Language in FLPMA directs BLM to develop, 
maintain, and, when appropriate, revise land use 
plans which provide tracts or areas for the use of 
public lands (BLM 2016). FLPMA has made land 
use planning a key aspect of the federal, mixed use 
management regime, often in cooperation with state, 
county, and municipal governments (Leshy 2016). 
The FLPMA planning process thus provides a venue 
through which various coalitions can be structured. 
Of particular importance with respect to the case of 
the Bundy family, municipalities in Clark County, 
Nevada, have invested over $1 million to acquire 
five federal grazing allotments, water rights, range 
improvements, and the base property from existing 
ranchers in an effort to reduce grazing pressures in 
and around an area deemed critical habitat for the 
endangered desert tortoise (Nelson 2011). Amount-
ing to over 900,000 acres, this purchase cleared the 
way for continued expansion and urban economic 
development in and around the Las Vegas area.

“Public domain landscapes in the Western United 
States are filled with activities that are not always 
compatible,” (Childers 2014, 11) and occupants are 
caught- up within struggles among residential, com-
mercial, industrial, and municipal users, with interests 
ranging from economic development, environmental 
and conservation, resource extraction, and recreation. 
On levels both physical and intellectual, the land-
scape of multiple- use is contested and shifting. While 
multiple- use can be addressed in the technical par-
lance of federal policy, it can also be understood as 
an institutional mechanism with the potential to con-
strain an incumbent occupant’s sense of self- in- place. 

Recognition of Self and Place Constructs  
in the Multiple-Use Policy Context: Reasons to  
Be Circumspect and Reasons to Push Forward

Political systems under the Western tradition are 
grounded in the moral primacy of the autonomous 
individual. The Western conception of autonomy is 
associated with values such as self- mastery, responsi-
bility for individual behavior, and freedom to choose 
(Faden et al. 1986). Figuratively speaking, govern-
mental authority and the exercise of coercive powers 

are legitimized through fictive contracts among indi-
viduals as a means to serve and execute their rights and 
maintain order (Dolbeare 1981). Individual autonomy 
is closely related to the legitimacy of political rule as 
manifested through policy regimes and other institu-
tions of governance. Legitimacy is the conviction that 
a phenomenon is valid, acceptable, and situated on 
appropriate grounds (Connolly 1984). As summarized 
by Tyler, “legitimacy is a psychological property of an 
authority, institution, or social arrangement that leads 
those connected with it to believe that it is appropri-
ate, proper, and just” (Tyler 2006, 375). Legitimacy 
arises from the widespread acceptance of a particular 
convention as a part of the policy landscape that is 
taken for granted and “goes without saying” (Bour-
dieu 1977). Perceptions of legitimacy depend on the 
salience of ideas that underlie policies, the credibil-
ity and competence of involved institutions, and the 
certainty that outcomes will be achieved (May and 
Jochim 2013).

Given the nature of political legitimacy, it could be 
argued that acceptance of self constructs is consistent 
with and perhaps elemental to adequate treatment of 
the individual within American political and ideolog-
ical systems. However, land and resource manage-
ment policy in the United States is typically based on 
a broadly utilitarian framework within which policies 
tend to be generalized interventions that address com-
mon aspects of a problem, rather than collections of 
individualized prescriptions (Lasswell and McDou-
gal 1992, Fiorino 1995, Clark 2002). There are good 
reasons for this, including ease of enforcement, cost, 
and administrative burden.

Although it seems reasonable to argue that self and 
place constructs ought somehow to be addressed in 
the formulation of multiple use policy regimes, skep-
tics could maintain that the prospect of implementing 
self and place constructs is untenable. A mandate to 
respect or consider any given place construct could 
imply that land and resource management policy 
regimes should be constructed to accommodate the 
unique perspectives and needs of an individual or 
group at the expense of the larger community. It could 
be argued that this would be tantamount to knuckling 
under to the whims of scofflaws and self- interested 
stakeholders at the expense of the broader pub-
lic interest, a clear indication of bad governance. If 
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nothing else, such recognition would make the policy 
implementation process more cumbersome and bur-
densome. At a minimum, serious policy practitioners 
should ask whether and how place and self constructs 
should be addressed in a real- world context. 

Beyond issues of practicality, there are also nor-
mative challenges that should be addressed before 
self and place constructs can be operationalized in 
a policy context. As Lasswell and McDougal (1992)
describe it, policy formulation is a process of author-
itative decision making through which members of a 
community attempt to secure their common interests. 
Given this, it should be asked whether and how rec-
ognition of an individual or group’s sense of place 
should differ from any other type of individual inter-
est. The question, then, is whether occupant con-
structs of self and place should be treated in the same 
manner as other economic or environmental interests, 
or whether they are somehow deeper and deserving 
of different treatment. Further, it could be asked 
whether all self or place constructs are equal. A non- 
occupant real estate developer and a multigenera-
tional ranching family can both have intense feelings 
with regard to a particular landscape or allotment of 

real property, but should they each count the same? 
Or are some types of self and place constructs genu-
ine while others are merely ephemeral or ancillary? 
In other words, does recognition of the legitimacy of 
self and place constructs commit us to a crippling rel-
ativism with regard to policy formulation?

Operationalizing Self and Place Constructs  
in the Context of Multiple-Use Land 
Management: A Way Forward

It is not uncommon for U.S. government programs 
to address cultural factors that can either impinge on 
or be negatively impacted through implementation of 
agency programs. The National Historic Preservation 
Act (NHPA) of 1966 laid the groundwork for U.S. 
and state policies and programs intended to identify 
and protect culturally significant and historic places. 
The National Park Service Register of Historic Places 
(RHP) is the official list of the nation’s places deemed 
worthy of preservation. Implemented through state- 
level historic preservation offices, guidance for 
the selection of places under the RHP is provided 
through a series of NPS Bulletins. Of particular rele-
vance to this article, RHP Bulletins 36 and 38 define 

This dry wash under Interstate 15, near Bunkerville, Nevada, was the site of the stand-off between Cliven Bundy’s family and 
supporters and federal agents. Photo by the author.
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“traditional” and “cultural” landscapes and properties 
(NPS 1998). The Bureau of Land Management rec-
ognizes this guidance in Handbook H- 1790- 1, which 
implements the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA). Under this guidance, properties and places 
of cultural significance are defined as geographic 
places prominent in a group’s cultural practices, 
beliefs, or values. Further, these places must be: (i) 
widely shared within the group, (ii) have been passed 
down through the generations, and (iii) have served 
a recognized role in maintaining the group’s cultural 
identity for a least 50 years (BLM 2008).

Earlier in this article, I outlined five factors that 
serve as the basis for a coherent narrative of the 
Bundy sense of self and place. I am not suggesting 
that the Bundy’s and other multigenerational Mor-
mon ranching families in the VRV or AS constitute a 

“cultural landscape” under the stipulates of RHP Bul-
letins 36 and 38. Perhaps they do, but a fuller inves-
tigation is beyond the scope of this paper. However, 
I would argue that the logic and values that provide 
a rationale for policy instruments such as the tradi-
tional culture or traditional landscape designation 
would also support a mandate that self and place 
constructs are deserving of consideration in other 
policy contexts. Indeed, to do so is merely a matter 
of cultural competence in the process of governance. 
For example, at the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, cultural competence is the ability to 
interact effectively with diverse population groups. In 
this context, culture is a term that goes beyond race 
or ethnicity, and also refers to characteristics such as 
geographical location, religion, occupation, age, gen-
der, and education. As a metric of good governance, 

A sign in Bunkerville, Nevada, expresses support for the Bundy family. Photo by the author.
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cultural competence is an evolving, dynamic process 
and occurs along a continuum (SAMHSA 2018). 

While meaningful adoption of self and place con-
structs in the context of Western land management 
policy entails normative questions and practical chal-
lenges, there are still reasons to argue that it might 
be morally and practically reasonable to attempt to 
address these challenges. Even if we cannot agree 
that the precept of individual autonomy entails policy 
incorporation of self and place constructs, it seems 
likely that individuals will be more likely to obey and 
internalize policies that they view as legitimate or basi-
cally consistent with their mindset and core values. 
Conversely, individuals are more likely to challenge, 
and perhaps even disregard policies that are antitheti-
cal to their values and self- understanding. This points 
to the potential for practical benefits such as reduced 
governmental costs and burden for the enforcement 
of land use policy regimes and avoidance of complex 
and drawn- out litigation (Herrick 2018).

Policy design refers to the form, content, and sub-
stance of public policy. Policy designs involve the 
characterization of target populations, stipulation of 
problems to be addressed, and specification of pol-
icy tools. The characterization of target populations 
is a normative and evaluative activity, through which 
groups whose well- being or behavior will be affected 
by public policy are portrayed in “positive or negative 
terms [by means of] symbolic language, metaphors, 
and stories” (Schneider and Ingram 1993, 334). Not 
surprisingly, the characterization or social construc-
tion of a target populations is subject to contention 
among potentially impacted parties. Within the pol-
icy sciences, it is well- demonstrated that “the greater 
the disjuncture between images informing policy and 
the characteristics of persons who are the targets of 
policy, the greater the likelihood of policy failure” 
(Loseke 1995, 279). Or to use Scott’s conceptual par-
lance, policy prescriptions must be mutually legible 
to be maximally effective (Scott 1998). If governmen-
tal authorities recognize that implementation and/or 
execution of a policy provision is inconsistent with, 
and perhaps even oppositional to, a regulatory target’s 
sense of self or sense of place, then the target’s resis-
tance to that policy should be predictable, or at the 
very least, come as no surprise. Indeed, when a policy 

is framed in a manner that is perceptually “intangible” 
(Few et al. 2007), and incites or provokes active oppo-
sition from its regulatory target population, it begins 
to assume the characteristics of a coproduced crisis in 
policy implementation (Carter 2018). 

The Bundy episode is nothing if not provocative, 
and in the minds of many thoughtful Americans, Mr. 
Bundy is simply a criminal. Nevertheless, the Bundy 
case is significant because it can be viewed as an 
instance within a larger and ongoing constellation 
of issues. This article focuses on the Bundy family, 
but it could just as easily have focused on Dwight 
and Steven Hammond, Mary Bullard, Kit and Sherry 
Laney, or other less notorious, but equally frustrated 
consumers of the public domain (Cawley 1993, 
White 2008). And while this article focuses on graz-
ing on federal lands, it could just as easily address 
other uses of the public domain such as management 
of wildlife pests and invasive species, management of 
endangered species, climate change adaptation, flood 
plan management, reintroduction of species such as 
the red wolf, or establishment of fishery catch limits 
under the Magnuson- Stevens Act.

There are proven and frequently- employed policy 
instruments that recognize and enable the rational 
management of noncompliant activities within gener-
alized policy regimes. Examples include exemptions, 
grandfathering provisions, variances, and inholdings, 
all of which are commonly used in the context of 
zoning and land use planning. And while the issu-
ance of such exceptions is in most cases grudgingly 
tolerated rather than encouraged, they at least provide 
an institutional space for self and place perceptions 
that may depart from a norm (Elliott 2008). As Leisl 
Carr Childers writes, Judge Navarro’s dismissal of 
the Bundy case “sets no legal precedent. Its outcome 
failed to answer any real questions about the use and 
management of federal lands. Neither did it legalize 
armed resistance to federal authority. But the reality 
is, in lieu of a definitive decision, this mistrial with 
prejudice has left a vacuum. Which narratives will 
fill it?” (Childers 2014). Perhaps a small, but tangi-
ble, step forward would be to explore a provision for 
exemptions or similar instruments within the context 
of multiple use management regimes during the next 
round of BLM reauthorizations.
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APPENDIX

A Chronology of Putative Facts in the Bundy Inci-
dent—Cliven Bundy was granted his first federal 
grazing permit in 1973. In 1989 the desert tortoise 
was designated for protective status under the fed-
eral Endangered Species Act because of widespread 
destruction of its desert habitat due to a variety of 
factors, including urbanization, recreational activities, 
mining, grazing, military exercises and facility devel-
opment, wildfires, and invasive species. Two years 

later, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) issued 
a draft Biological Opinion (BO) governing the man-
agement of desert tortoise habitat. The BLM devel-
oped a timetable to meet the requirements of the FWS 
BO, and shared the requirements and timetable with 
permittees, including Mr. Bundy, whose cattle grazed 
in tortoise habitat. In early 1993, Mr. Bundy sent two 
Administrative Notices of Intent to the BLM asserting 
that the agency had no legal jurisdiction over federal 
public lands and stating his intent to continue to graze 
cattle pursuant with his vested grazing rights. Bundy 
stopped paying his grazing fees in February 1993; and 
in July of that same year, BLM responded by sending 
him a Trespass Notice and Order to Remove, setting a 
timeline for removal of his cattle. 

On September 30, 1993, the Nevada State BLM 
director requested injunctive relief to address Bundy’s 
continued and unlawful cattle grazing. In October 
1998, the BLM approved a new Resource Manage-
ment Plan for the Las Vegas Field Office allowing for 
the closure of grazing allotments in critical tortoise 
habitats, including the Bunkerville allotment. Consis-
tent with the BLM RMP, Clark County purchased and 
then retired the federal grazing permit to the Bunker-
ville allotment. In April 2008 the BLM sent Mr. Bundy 
a notice of cancellation, revoking his range improve-
ment permit and a cooperative agreement. The notice 
called for removal of range improvements constructed 
by the Bundy family, including gates and water 
infrastructure. In 1998, the U.S. Attorney filed suit 
requesting that the federal district court order Bundy 
to remove his cattle and pay outstanding grazing fees. 
On November 3, 1998, the United States District 
Court for Nevada permanently enjoined Bundy from 
grazing his livestock within the Bunkerville allotment. 
The court assessed fines against Bundy and affirmed 
federal authority over federal land. Mr. Bundy did not 
comply with the order and filed an emergency motion 
to halt the court ruling while he appealed the case to 
the Ninth Circuit Court. In May 1999, the Ninth Cir-
cuit Court denied his appeal and upheld the District 
Court decision ordering the removal of Bundy’s cat-
tle from the Bunkerville allotment. On September 17, 
1999, after Bundy refused to comply with the court’s 
earlier orders, the federal district court again ordered 
Bundy to comply with the earlier permanent injunc-
tion and assessed additional fines. 
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In 2011, BLM sent Mr. Bundy a cease- and- desist 
order and notice of intent to round up his trespass-
ing cattle. In July 2013, the U.S. District Court again 
affirmed that Mr. Bundy had no legal rights to graze 
cattle; and ordered him to remove his cattle within 
45 days. The court further authorized the U.S. gov-
ernment to seize and impound any remaining cattle 
thereafter. In October 2013, after an appeal by Mr. 
Bundy, the federal court again affirmed that he had 
no legal right to graze cattle on federal public lands. 
The court ordered the removal of cattle within 45 
days and directed Mr. Bundy not to interfere with the 
round- up. In March 2014, the BLM issued a notice 
of intent to impound Bundy’s trespassing cattle and 
closed the area to the public for the duration of the 
action. On April 5, 2014, the BLM initiated roundup 
activities. Within less than a week, 
heavily armed militia from across 
the United States converged on the 
Bundy Ranch and confronted fed-
eral officials conducting the round 
up and on April 12, about 300 cat-
tle that had been rounded up were 
released by the BLM after mili-
tia members aimed rifles at fed-
eral agents. Shortly thereafter, the 
BLM canceled the roundup due to 
safety concerns for employees and 
the public (CBD, 2016). 

On February 16, 2016, Mr. Bundy was arrested 
by agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and charged with six criminal offenses, including 
conspiracy to commit an offense against the United 
States, assault on a federal officer by use of a deadly 
and dangerous weapon, interference of commerce by 
extortion, obstruction of the administration of justice, 
and two counts of use and carry of a firearm during 
and in relation to a crime of violence. Mr. Bundy and 
two of his sons were placed on trial with 14 other 
participants in the Bunkerville stand- off with BLM 
Rangers. In February 2018, U.S. District Court Judge 
Gloria Navarro declared a mistrial in the case against 
Mr. Bundy, strongly rebuking federal prosecutors for 
withholding potentially exculpatory evidence from 
the defense.
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Nimi’ipuu
Religion and the Purveyors of Religious Acculturation

Alexander O’Gorman

Late in the summer of 1829, Spokane Garry accom-
panied the Hudson’s Bay Company’s southward jour-
ney across the Canadian Rockies and returned to his 
Spokane peoples south of the Canadian border. Garry 
left his village as a child but returned as a young man 
who held the knowledge of Christianity. He began 
preaching the words of the new Christian God, with 
a leather- bound copy of the King James Version of 
the Bible, the New Testament, and the Book of Com-
mon Prayer of the Church of England, all at his dis-
posal. News of his reappearance and possession of 
power quickly spread throughout the greater Colum-
bia Plateau region of the Pacific Northwest and the 
Salish and Sahaptin speaking societies who inhabited 
the region, including the Nimi’ipuu (Nez Perce).1 A 
year later, in response to their Spokane neighbor’s 
acquisition of power, the Nimi’ipuu sent four of their 
own men to travel with Hudson’s Bay representa-
tives to St. Louis to obtain the book of the Master of 
Life. The group travelled eastward across the Rocky 
Mountains and arrived on the bustling streets of St. 
Louis in 1831 with the anticipation of accessing the 
white man’s powers.2

The Nimi’ipuu pursued the white man’s powers 
in 1831, but they were unaware of the ramifications 
of their demand. Western religion has often divided 
indigenous North American societies and peoples; 
the Nimi’ipuu were no less susceptible to this reli-
gious chasm. The effects of Western religion were 
ultimately detrimental to the Nimi’ipuu way of life 
and cultural values and altered their perceptions of 
the new world surrounding them. Foreign Western 
religious beliefs partitioned the tribe and all of the 
included bands; some bands accepted the teach-
ings while others denounced the beliefs and sought 
to remain in their natural state, both spiritually and 

geographically. Beginning with the arrival of the 
French- Canadian fur trappers to the Pacific North-
west in the early 1810s, new Western Christian reli-
gious beliefs were introduced to Nimi’ipuu society. 
However, the efforts of early Christian missionaries 
lay in the vanguard of the destruction of Nimi’ipuu 
culture and spirituality. Consequently, missionary 
efforts facilitated a divide within Nimi’ipuu soci-
ety. By the onset of the 1855 treaty, the Nimi’ipuu 
nation faced a division between the Christianized and 
non- Christianized Nimi’ipuu. The religious divide 

Spokane garry, Fort Colville, ca. 1860. Photograph by British 
Boundary Survey team. Courtesy Washington State University 
Libraries, Pullman, WA.
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escalated at the enactment of the 1863 treaty, leaving 
an irreconcilable gap within the Nimi’ipuu nation. 
What began as a chase for power evolved into Chris-
tian ascendancy throughout the Nimi’ipuu nation. 

Christianity and new potential allies reached the 
Columbia River Plateau with Meriwether Lewis and 
William Clark. In September 1805, Lewis and Clark 
arrived in Nimi’ipuu territory in the Pacific Northwest, 
calling for peace with all white men and explaining the 
religion practiced to the east. Lewis and Clark lived 
amongst the Nimi’ipuu on the Columbia River Plateau 
for two separate seasons, the fall of 1805 and again 
during their return in the spring of 1806. Before leav-
ing the Nimi’ipuu in the fall of 1805, Lewis explained 
the powers of a “book of light” (the Bible) to Chief 
Red Bear of the Nimi’ipuu. While explaining the book 
to Red Bear, Lewis closed one eye with one hand 
and pointed to the sky with the other hand. Red Bear 
believed this meant that more light from the moon, 
stars, or spirit could be obtained and bring great power. 
Showing one eye and pointing to the sky asserts that 
one God judges and graces the people from the moon 
and stars above and thus Red Bear believed that light, 
which in this instance translates to prosperity, would 
be brought to the Nimi’ipuu peoples.3

When Lewis and Clark returned to the Columbia 
Plateau in the spring of 1806, they distributed Ameri-
can flags and Thomas Jefferson’s peace medal, which 
signified a treaty of peace for any future whites or 
traders who passed through Nimi’ipuu lands. With 
the help of their travelling companion, Sacajawea, 
and a Western Shoshoni man who had been living 
amongst the Nimi’ipuu and spoke the Sahaptin dia-
lect, Lewis and Clark were able to describe the pow-
erful nation to the east that they represented. Coming 
to a unanimous decision, the chiefs agreed to make 
peace with their rivals and befriend any foreigners 
from the east who arrived in their nation. The chiefs 
believed that the people of the east could be helpful 
allies and potentially bring great prosperity and trade 
to the Nimi’ipuu on the Columbia Plateau. Red Griz-
zly Bear, a Nimi’ipuu chief assured the Americans 
that the Nimi’ipuu “would always give them [Amer-
icans] every assistance in their power; and that they 
[Nimi’ipuu] were poor but their hearts were good.” 
During Lewis’ return and before his departure in 
the spring of 1806, Red Bear approached him with 

questions about the Bible; although, Lewis and Clark 
departed for St. Louis a week later, they had left a 
lingering interest in the white man’s spiritual book.4

Many Nimi’ipuu believed they possessed spiri-
tual powers and thus paralleled their beliefs with the 
presence of the white man, believing they held pow-
ers as well. Powers were obtained through vision 
quests taken during the early teenage years, or spiri-
tual powers were inherited, and spirit guardians were 
attributed to specific abilities and qualities in life. 
The acquisition of a guardian spirit and the powers 
it possessed filled the Nimi’ipuu with the strength 
needed to ensure a successful life. Dating back to the 
first encounter with Lewis and Clark, the Nimi’ipuu 
tested the strengths of the white man’s spiritual pow-
ers. While residing with the Nimi’ipuu in 1805, Clark 
gave a Nimi’ipuu man a liniment to rub on his knee 
for a pain that he had complained about. Clark notes 
that the man recovered and never complained of this 
ailment again. It is without doubt that the Nimi’ipuu 
were testing the spiritual healing powers of the white 
men’s guardian spirits and rivaling these powers to the 
powers of shamans.5

In the context of the guardian spirits, great wealth 
indicates significant spiritual assistance. With the 
arrival of Canadian and American fur traders in the 
1810s, their great amount of wealth was further 
proof of great spiritual powers. And if the Nimi’ipuu 
attained this spirit, it could bring great prosperity to 
their nation. If someone displayed a great amount of 
material wealth, this was evidence of a successful 
relationship to the spiritual worlds. Therefore when 
the Nimi’ipuu saw an abundance of trade goods at 
fort Walla Walla and fort Nez Perce, they began to 
realize the power of the trader’s spirits. Furthermore, 
the unfamiliar technology of all foreigners symbol-
ized a different source of spirits. The important rela-
tionship between the person and the spiritual power 
the person possessed would come to influence the 
Nimi’ipuu nation’s acceptance of Christian teachings 
in the coming years.6

By the beginning 1820s, the Nimi’ipuu were becom-
ing exceedingly susceptible to religious accultura-
tion, and the local Hudson’s Bay Company believed 
it needed to Christianize the Nimi’ipuu to strengthen 
trade relations. The Hudson’s Bay Company was 
aware that the Nimi’ipuu were the gatekeepers to 
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the Columbia River and Pacific Northwest, and thus 
needed to be respected and kept on terms of alliance. 
The London Committee for the HBC believed it was 
“incumbent on the Company . . . to allow missions 
to be established at proper places for the conversion 
of the Indians.”7 Analogous to the beliefs of the Hud-
son’s Bay Company, HBC governor George Simpson 
relayed his reasoning for the Christianization of the 
Nimi’ipuu, stating: 

The Nez Perce tribe is by far the most powerful 
and warlike in the Columbia and may be said to 
hold the Key of the River as they possess and are 
Masters of the country from the Okenagan down to 
the Chutes a distance a little short of 300 miles . . . 
If we were in self defense to kill any of the Nez 
Perces not only would we have thereafter to pass 
through an Enemy’s Country on our way back with 
the returns & for fresh supplies but all communica-
tions between the interior and the Coast might be 
cut off which would be certain ruin and destruction 
to the whole [Columbia] Department . . . I there-
fore consider it an object of the first importance to 
keep on terms of friendship with the Nez Perce and 
not venture the chance of rupture with them which 
would involve such serious consequences . . .8

Simpson’s notes exhibit fear for the survival of 
the HBC if the Nimi’ipuu were angered in any way. 
The Nimi’ipuu were the most powerful nation in 
the Pacific Northwest, and the commissioners of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company were aware of their power. 
Modeling other European civilizations residing on 
the borders of larger tribes within North America, the 
English and the HBC wanted to have Christianized 
neighbors to ensure prosperous trade and relations.

Beginning the religious acculturation of the 
Columbia Plateau, Simpson chose to escort a boy 
from the Spokane tribe to a missionary school, but he 
was not aware of the implications of his actions and 
inadvertently strengthened the Nimi’ipuu desire for 
the white man’s spiritual power of religion. In early 
April 1825, Simpson wrote to Alexander Ross, the 
head of the Spokane House fur- trading outlet in Flat 
Head territory, explaining his mission to take young 
native children to the Red River Missionary School 
located near Fort Garry in modern- day Winnipeg 

Manitoba, Canada. Ross received the letter on April 
7 and asked the Indians about sending their son Garry 
to the Red River School, to which they replied “we’re 
looked upon as dogs—willing to give up our children 
to go they knew not whither?” But when he explained 
that they were going to a minister of religion to learn 
the ways of God, they stated we might have “hun-
dreds of children in an hour’s time.”9 The Spokane’s 
eagerness and desire for the white man’s religious 
teachings is reflective of their surrounding neighbors; 
many tribes of the Columbia Plateau wanted to gain 
the white man’s powers of religion, including the 
Nimi’ipuu. Simpson arrived at the Spokane House 
on April 8, 1825, and escorted Garry to the Red River 
Missionary School. Garry returned late in the sum-
mer of 1829, and preached to his Spokane peoples, 
expounding scriptures to them and singing hymns. 
Unbeknownst to Simpson, the Nimi’ipuu were eager 
for the white’s teachings and a future chief of the 
Nimi’ipuu Hol- lol- sote- tote (chief lawyer) was pres-
ent during Garry’s preaching. Unsurprisingly, the 
neighboring Nimi’ipuu witnessed the teaching of 
Garry and relayed the information to the tribe. Further 
noticing the desire for the Christian religion, Sam-
uel Black, a prominent fur trader at Fort Nez Perce 
located in at Fort Walla Walla in Nimi’ipuu territory, 
notes in the fall of 1829, “Indians in general are very 
acute & far from being dull of Comprehension very 
inquisitive fond of stories from far &other places 
. . . They are seeking for light sitting in darkness.”10 
Unintentionally, Simpson’s actions proved successful 
and in 1830 the Nimi’ipuu sent two children to be 
educated at the Red River School, thus beginning the 
chase for religious power amongst the tribes of the 
Columbia River.11

The Nimi’ipuu, being the largest and most pow-
erful tribe on the Columbia Plateau, needed to con-
tend with the Spokane and needed to secure the 
white men’s book of spiritual power for themselves. 
According to aboriginal spiritual practices of the 
Nimi’ipuu, it was considered unwise to allow any-
one to acquire detailed information about a person’s 
power, and thus the Nimi’ipuu needed to gain more 
knowledge than the neighboring Spokane. 

After sending two Nimi’ipuu boys to the Red River 
School in 1830, the Nimi’ipuu sent a delegation of 
four men to St. Louis to find William Clark and the 
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coveted “book of light” that he referenced several 
decades ago; this was a rival response to Spokane 
Garry and his attainment of new spiritual knowledge 
for the Spokane. The Nimi’ipuu needed to find more 
knowledge of the white man’s God to properly assert 
their dominance as the strongest tribe amongst the 
Columbia Plateau and gain the prosperity and wealth 
that was accessible through their God. The decision to 
send a delegation to St. Louis was made by Chief Red 
Bear but the idea was heavily aroused and finalized 
when a young Hol- lol- sote- tote, later to be known as 
chief lawyer, returned from hearing Garry preach and 
expressed his envy and need for a Bible. Hol- lol- sote- 
tote could speak both Salish and Sahaptin dialects 
and could understand Garry’s Spokane language. The 
decision was finalized and four men, two being Chief 
Red Bear’s descendants, followed Lucien Fontenelle, 
a man involved in fur trading, en route to St. Louis. 
The group arrived in early fall of 1831 and were 
taken to Clark’s residence. Clark did not give them a 
“book of light” but he did direct the men to a church 
where they received a cross that they kissed repeat-
edly and clenched. Sadly two of the men died in St. 
Louis and the third man died on route back west but 
Hi- yuts- to- henin (Rabbit Skin Leggings), Chief Red 
Bear’s descendant, survived the duration of the trip 
and brought a cross to the Nimi’ipuu. Although the 
delegation sent to St. Louis did not receive a “book 
of light,” or Bible, the sheer implications of the trip 
prove the Nimi’ipuu desire to have more information 
than any neighboring tribes. There has been much 
contention throughout the depiction of Nimi’ipuu 
history pertaining to why the delegation was truly 
sent. The only plausible conclusion is the desire for 

more information and power, thus maintaining their 
status as the most powerful tribe on the Colombia 
River Plateau. The Nimi’ipuu culture is prominent 
for seeking and accepting useful knowledge, and 
in this paradigm the knowledge they are seeking is 
related to power.12 

Sending the delegation to St. Louis ushered in an 
era of Protestant missionaries’ activity lasting for a 
decade and furthered the religious acculturation of 
the Nimi’ipuu. In the summer of 1836, the Whitman- 
Spalding party arrived at the American Fur Compa-
ny’s rendezvous on the Green River in the Rockies. 
Hol- lol- sote- tote was one of the men who welcomed 
the Whitman- Spalding party and expressed his grat-
itude for arriving to teach the ways of the Master 
of Life to the Nimi’ipuu. Later in 1836, Henry and 
Eliza Spalding set up a mission among the Nimi’ipuu 
at Lapwai. The preaching began and the Nimi’ipuu 
were becoming exposed to the religion they longed 
to acquire. On a visiting trip to the Spalding’s mis-
sionary in 1836, Reverend Samuel Parker recounts 
the advancements of the Nimi’ipuu religious accul-
turation: “The Indians are assembling in great num-
bers from different and distant parts of the country, 
to enquire about the religion that is to guide them to 
God and heaven; and which they also think has power 
to elevate them in the scale of society in this world, 
and place them on a level with intelligent as well as 
Christian white men . . .”13

Gaining spiritual power was of initial importance 
to the Nimi’ipuu but religion would uplift them to 
the same power and social level as whites. In the 
changing world around them, fur companies and 
white men travelling to their nation, many Nimi’ipuu 
became aware that the white men would stay. How-
ever, the Nimi’ipuu semi- sedentary lifestyle would 
be relinquished and further religious acculturation. 
With regard to the semi- sedentary lifestyle, Spalding 
asserts in 1839:

Permit me to repeat what I have often expressed 
in relation to locating this people. An increased 
knowledge of the character of this people & the 
natives of the country only fasten the conviction 
upon my mind that this people must soon become 
settled or annihilated. Consequently if this mis-
sion does not make this a leading object in all its 

The Columbia Plateau including the Nimi’ipuu (Nez Perce), 
Flathead, Spokane, and Cayuse. The Flathead and Spokane are 
in the Salish language boundary whereas the Nimi’ipuu and 
Cayuse are in the Sahaptian boundary.
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movements, in my opinion it has nothing to do but 
prepare funeral sermons for the coming genera-
tions at least & return home . . .

A probable sign of future events and rules, Spald-
ing’s language resonates with the future plans of reli-
gious acculturation of the Nimi’ipuu.14 

Spalding’s baptizing of two prominent Nimi’ipuu 
chiefs in December 1838 initiated the foundation for 
the Nimi’ipuu fissure. By 1838, Spalding had suf-
ficiently mastered the Nimi’ipuu Sahaptian dialect 
and began preaching in it, which increased affection. 
The two notable Nimi’ipuu chiefs he converted were 
Tuekakas (Chief Joseph the elder) and Ta- moot- sin 
(Chief Timothy), who had many followers to whom 
they relayed the powerful message of Protestant-
ism throughout their nation. As Spalding recorded, 
“Joseph spoke most affectingly, urging all present 
to give their hearts to Jesus Christ without delay.” 
The praise of religion relayed by Tuekakas had an 
impact on his people and by January 1838 hundreds 
of Nimi’ipuu gathered for worship at the Spalding 
missionary house.15 

Fractures appeared almost immediately, and not 
surprisingly from the traditional spiritual elders. The 
Shaman Apash- Wyakaikt (known as Looking Glass 
Sr. to the whites) confronted Spalding in April 1839 
and explained his disdain for the Christian teachings. 
Apash- Wyakaikt often expressed that he had the 
power to cause an Indian’s death by merely wishing 
it on them. Being a man of equal spiritual power, 
Apash- Wyakaikt explained the irreconcilable differ-
ences between Christianity and his native spiritual 
teachings. Shamans in the Nimi’ipuu nation accepted 
and agreed with the beliefs of Apash- Wyakaikt and 
their followers believed as well, thus signifying the 
beginning underpinning of Nimi’ipuu partitioning. A 
year later, in 1840, Apash- Wyakaikt induced a group 
of Nimi’ipuu to march with him to Asa Smith’s res-
idence, a missionary who was located at Kamiah in 
Nimi’ipuu territory and demanded that Smith pay for 
the land he occupied, or, in Smith’s words, “In the 
most absolute terms to leave this place.”16 

Following the religious disproval of the Nimi’ipuu 
shamans, the foreign practice of “head chief” was 
instated to easily influence the Nimi’ipuu to ful-
fill Christian ideals. In 1842, the Oregon Board of 

Missionary Affairs sent Dr. Elijah White, a reverend, 
Doctor of Psychology, and the first U.S. government 
appointed agent for Indians west of the Rockies, to the 
Nimi’ipuu territory. Dr. White promptly enacted laws 
for the Nimi’ipuu on his arrival. Supplementary to the 
laws, White believed that one governing head chief 
and subordinate chiefs of bands should be instated. 
Following the plans and facing little opposition, Chief 
Ellis was initiated as the governing “head chief” of 
the Nimi’ipuu nation on December 13, 1842. As a 
young boy, Ellis was sent to the Red River Missionary 
School and continued to uphold his Christian teach-
ings. Dr. White chose Ellis due to his Christian teach-
ings from the Red River missionary school. With a 
newly appointed Christianized head chief, the United 
States government would be able to influence the 
decisions, both present and future, of the Nimi’ipuu 
nation. Dr. White needed someone that he could trust 
as the “head chief”; Ellis being a Christianized chief 
of high decree in the Nimi’ipuu nation, was the perfect 
fit. Ellis was subject to proclaim the American Chris-
tian beliefs on the Nimi’ipuu peoples and help aid in 
submitting Christian ideals, ultimately relinquishing 
their semi- sedentary lifestyle.17 Dr. White departed 
from the Nimi’ipuu territory on December 20, 1842, 
but he left a growing division within the Nimi’ipuu 
nation due to the “head chief” system.

Chief Ellis was chosen as head chief due to his 
acceptance of white domination on the Nimi’ipuu 
nation and instructed his successor to accept the laws 
of the Christians as well, which allowed for greater 
Christian predominance on the Nimi’ipuu. After 
maintaining the role of head chief for more than five 
years, Ellis died while on a hunting trip in 1847. Hol- 
lol- sote- tote (chief lawyer) assumed Ellis’ position 
and heeded the instructions left by Ellis: “Whenever 
the Great Chief of the Americans shall come into 
your country to give the laws, accept them. The Walla 
Walla’s heart is a Walla Walla: a Cayuse heart is a 
Cayuse; as is a Yakima’s heart, a Yakima; a Nez Perce 
heart is a Nez Perce; but they will all receive the same 
white law.”

Advising Hol- lol- sote- tote to accept all the changes 
that the Americans bring, Ellis was both keeping the 
best interests of the Nimi’ipuu in mind and willing to 
trust the Americans due to their religious and spiri-
tual powers. Hol- lol- sote- tote would use Ellis’ advice 
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as a blueprint for future endeavors with the Ameri-
cans, and accepted all treaties and laws imposed. The 
powerful roots of Christianity were now embedded 
within the Nimi’ipuu head chief and followers alike. 
Ellis believed that the American’s could bring pros-
perity to the Nimi’ipuu nation, similar to the prosper-
ity brought to him as a child when he was taught the 
ways of Protestant Christianity.18 

Succeeding the death of Ellis, the influence of Chris-
tianity amongst the Nimi’ipuu head chief and subor-
dinate chiefs is demonstrated through their response 
to the outbreak of the Cayuse war in 1847. Tensions 
between the Cayuse, missionaries, and the American 
forces within Cayuse territory began before 1847. But 
the famed Whitman Massacre of 1847 helped incite an 
impending war amongst the Cayuse and Americans. 
Due to war, the majority of subordinate chiefs to the 
head chief began to assert their disdain for the actions 
of some Cayuse men but claimed the Cayuse peoples 
were of good heart. Equating Nimi’ipuu Christian 
beliefs with the Cayuse, seven chiefs, Joseph, Jacob, 
James, Red Wolf, Timothy, Richard, and Kentuck, 
individually explained that they (the Nimi’ipuu and 
Cayuse) were all of one heart that was filled with the 
peace of Christianity. “Now I show my heart,” Joseph 
the Elder defends, “When I left my home I showed 
my heart. I took the book (the Bible) in my hand and 
brought it with me—it is my light.” In response to 
Joseph and in reference to the Cayuse and Nimi’ipuu, 
Chief James believed “All these chiefs are of one 
heart,” meaning, the Cayuse were Christian as well 
and should be treated peacefully. Acting as the medi-
ators of peace, seven of the twelve subordinate chiefs 
spoke of the high influence of Christianity upon the 
Nimi’ipuu and surrounding tribes.19

Ensuing the Nimi’ipuu attempt to maintain peace, 
Hol- lol- sote- tote (chief lawyer) succeeded Ellis as 
head chief in 1848 and agreed to the treaty of 1855 
with other Christianized Nimi’ipuu chiefs, as religion 
began to divide the tribe. By 1850, all missionary 
efforts left the Pacific Northwest and Columbia Pla-
teau region due to the Cayuse war of 1847, as Indian 
agents and Eastern American migrants began to inhabit 
the region. Heightened migration brought a new wave 
of Indian policy and the Nez Perce Treaty was pro-
posed to the Nimi’ipuu in 1855. This treaty would 
uproot the Nimi’ipuu nation from their traditional 

boundaries and place them on reserved plots of land. 
The eleven-article Nez Perce Treaty of 1855 forced 
the Nimi’ipuu to “cede, relinquish and convey to the 
United States all their right, title, and interest in and to 
the country occupied or claimed by them,” and further 
addressed that “there is reserved from the lands above 
ceded for the use and occupations of the said tribe,” 
thus placing them on reserved lands. The head chief 
and his subordinates had the power to make executive 
decisions for the Nimi’ipuu nation and accepted this 
treaty to keep on terms of peace with the American’s. 
Due to previous peaceful interactions with mission-
aries, it is clear that the Nimi’ipuu also believed that 
their fellow Christian Americans held the interests 
and needs of the Nimi’ipuu in high regard. In May 
1855, 2,500 Nimi’ipuu men and women arrived at 
Fort Walla Walla to view the signing of the treaty. 
Among the signatures of the treaty, marks were made 
by Hol- lol- sote- tote (chief lawyer), Looking- Glass Jr. 
(son of Apash Wyakaikt, Looking- Glass Sr.), Joseph 
(Tuekakas, see footnote), James, Red Wolf, Timothy, 
while Richard, Kentuck, and Jacob were not included 
in the treaty. The lack of signatures from these three 
men confirms the beginning of a deviation within the 
Nimi’ipuu nation.20

Eight years after the 1855 treaty, the Nez Perce 
Treaty of 1863 was instated and a clear division 
within the Nimi’ipuu tribe becomes prevalent due 
to religious and spiritual differences, thus creating 
two separate divisions: the treaty or upper region and 
nontreaty or lower region bands of Nimi’ipuu. The 
upper bands of the Nimi’ipuu region were considered 
the Christianized Nimi’ipuu and the treaty of 1863 
included the majority of upper Nimi’ipuu signatures, 
26 out of 27 signatures of the 1863 treaty were upper 
region Nimi’ipuu peoples.21 Heeding the ramifica-
tions of the signatures, the upper Nimi’ipuu willingly 
gave away the lands of the lower Nimi’ipuu regions, 
whether Christianized or not. The Nez Perce Treaty of 
1855 holds the signatures of Christianized Nimi’ipuu 
but the majority of the signatures in 1863 vowed not 
to sign another treaty with Americans due to the loss 
of land and restrictions placed on them by forcing the 
Nimi’ipuu to reside on reserved plots of lands. Chiefs 
present on the 1855 treaty such as Looking Glass 
Jr., James, Red Wolf, and Timothy were not present 
during the treaty of 1863; these chiefs were a part of 

In order to view this proof accurately, the Overprint Preview Option must be 
set to Always in Acrobat Professional or Adobe Reader. Please contact your                               

Customer Service Representative if you have questions about finding this option.

Job Name: -- /421923t



JOW, SPRINg 2019, vol. 58, No. 2
O’gorman: Nimi’ipuu: Religion and the Purveyors of Religious Acculturation 35

the lower region Nimi’ipuu. Commenting on and veri-
fying the distinctions between upper and lower region 
Nimi’ipuu, Heinmot- Hihhih (Yellow Wolf) justifies 
this claim:

They told us (Upper Region Nimi’ipuu) we had to 
give up our homes and move to another part of the 
reservation. That we had to give up our part of the 
reservation to the white people. Told us we must 
move in with the Nez Perces turned Christian, called 
Upper Nez Perce by the whites. All of same tribe, 
but it would be hard to live together. Our religions 
different, it would be hard. It was those Christian 
Nez Perce who made with the Government a thief 
treaty [1863]. Sold to the Government all this land. 
Sold what did not belong to them. We got nothing 
for our country. None of our chiefs signed that land- 
stealing treaty. None was at that lie- talk council. 
Only Christian and Government men.22 

Broadening the religious division within the tribe, 
many non- Christianized Nimi’ipuu angrily opposed 
the treaty of 1863. The signing of 1863 treaty took 
place in front of the guardhouse at Lapwai within the 

Nimi’ipuu territory, with unarmed Indians but armed 
government officials. Attendees at Lapwai included 
United States Army General Oliver Otis Howard 
and the Indian Agent of the Nez Perce, J. B. Monte-
ith. While Agent Monteith and a translator read the 
treaty out loud, Chief Toohoolhoolzote interrupted 
and proclaimed that the land among the Columbia 
Plateau had always belonged to the Indians and that 
it was passed down from their fathers. Expanding 
on this and interrupting Monteith again, Toohool-
hoolzote declared that the land must not be sold and 
that it may remain as natural as the Earth- Chief had 
intended. The identification of an Earth- Chief boldly 
emphasizes that Toohoolhoolzote, and the Nimi’ipuu 
he spoke for, did not identify with a God or Master of 
Life but instead distinguished themselves as followers 
of the Earth- Chief, denoting their nonconformity to 
Christianity. The Nez Perce Treaty of 1863 initiated a 
clear division amongst the Nimi’ipuu nation; two sep-
arate religious factions were present, which allowed 
the lower region or nontreaty Nimi’ipuu to become 
ostracized from the unity of the Nimi’ipuu tribe.23

The signatures of the upper region and Christian-
ized Nimi’ipuu on the treaty of 1863 left the lower 

yellow Wolf on horseback, ca. 1880s. Courtesy Washington State University Libraries, Pullman, WA.
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regions without organized lands and without the 
support of their tribe, which left them susceptible to 
deviant behavior. The decisions of the Christianized 
Nimi’ipuu began to fare negatively for the lower non- 
Christianized Nimi’ipuu. After the proceedings of the 
treaty of 1863, the nontreaty and non- Christianized 
bands were referred to as the “Heathen party” by 
the Idaho superintendents. “The opposition, known 
as the Heathen party,” Caleb Lyons, Governor of 
Indian Affairs of the Idaho Territory, confirmed, 
“headed by Big Thunder, Red Horn, White Bird, 
and Eagle- against- the- Light, were in favor of join-
ing the Blackfeet and Crows, in a raid against the 
overland mail route . . .” The non- Christianized and 
nontreaty Heathen party sought to act in aggressive 
behavior because the government and their fellow 
Christianized Nimi’ipuu people had abandoned 
them through the relinquishing of their land to the 
Americans. The adoption of Christian ideals, which 
were further propagated by Hol- lol- sote- tote (chief 
lawyer), pushed the non- Christianized Nimi’ipuu off 
the reserved lands and farther into possible Ameri-
can malice.24 

Due to the division and isolation brought from the 
Christianized Nimi’ipuu signing the treaty of 1863, 
the Heathen party was subject to violent persecution 
from Americans. During the summer of 1864, Three 
Feathers, a leading chief among the Christianized 
Nimi’ipuu nation, left the Nimi’ipuu territory and 
travelled into Flathead territory to acquire horses. 
Once he arrived he found that the Flathead had a 
large amount of stolen horses from the whites. Three 
Feathers then met with Eagle- from- the- Light, a 
leader of the Heathen party, and explained the stolen 
horses. Shocked by this information, Eagle- from- the- 
Light was approached by Americans who accused 
him of stealing their horses. He explained that they 
were with the Flatheads but the Americans did not 
mind the excuse and killed Te- a- po- o- hike, a member 
of the Heathen party and the brother of Eagle- from- 
the- Light. The Heathen party and non- Christianized 
Nimi’ipuu were left alone with no land, fortifications, 
protection, or a full tribe and nation that supported 
their beliefs. The roots of religious acculturation not 
only forced the division of the Nimi’ipuu, but forced 
unwanted abandonment from the non- Christianized, 

leaving the various lower region Nimi’ipuu bands to 
maintain their own defenses and without the help of 
the greater Nimi’ipuu nation. All Nimi’ipuu, treaty 
and nontreaty, were susceptible to American vio-
lence, both on and off the reservation, but the semi- 
sedentary nontreaty Nimi’ipuu were in constant threat 
within a changing world that held Americans within 
every direction throughout the Columbia Plateau.25 

Clinging to hope and trying to take back a culture 
stolen by the religious acculturation of Christian-
ity, Neinmot- tooyalakekt’s (Chief Joseph Jr.) band 
remained within the Pacific Northwest, refusing to 
settle on a reservation in the Idaho Territory. During 
this era from 1865 to 1876, and more than a decade 
after being placed on reservations, the number of 
Nimi’ipuu dwindled due to disease and famine from 
being placed on reservations and the expulsion of their 
semi- sedentary lifestyle. By 1876, there were only 
2,800 among the Nimi’ipuu tribe, and around 500 
acknowledged Neinmot- tooyalakekt as their chief. 
However, out of the 500 who followed Neinmot- 
tooyalakekt’s band, only 35 men, and some women 
and children remained in the Columbia Plateau 
region, as the remaining nontreaty bands succumbed 
to the reservation due to lack of food and supplies. In 
trying to revitalize the nontreaty Nimi’ipuu peoples 
and unite the remaining bands plagued by Christian 
acculturation, Neinmot- tooyalakekt sought the influ-
ence of Smohalla and the Dreamer Faith religion.26 

Charting a new course for religious revitalization, 
the beliefs of Smohalla the Dreamer prophet and the 
Dreamer religious movement ignited inspiration and 
hope within Neinmot- tooyalakekt’s band. Smoha-
lla used traditional religious beliefs of the Columbia 
Plateau that equated spirits with the lands and infused 
these beliefs with traditional Christian teachings 
implemented by missionaries of the 1830s and 1840s, 
instructing that the creator had created the earth, 
heaven and all things, and that the creator called on 
the animals, birds, and plants to come forth into the 
world. The Dreamer religion expanded on the tradi-
tional and non- Christian Nimi’ipuu faith and orga-
nized ceremonies that included arranged procedures, 
paraphernalia, instruments, dance, songs, prayers; all 
similar to the Christian faith. However, differing from 
previous Indian prophets before him, Smohalla did not 
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advocate for the extermination of whites, which made 
the dreamer faith even more appealing to the non-
treaty Nimi’ipuu, as they remained a peaceful people. 
Trying to maintain peaceful actions and negotiations, 
Neinmot- tooyalakekt took an interest in the spiritual 
beliefs of the Dreamers; “He and his band have fallen 
under the influence of the ‘dreamers,’” explains the 
Report of the Nez Perce Commission at Lapwai in 
1876, “the dreamers teach that the earth being created 
by God, should not be disturbed by man, and any vol-
untary submission to the control of government, are 
crimes from which they shrink.” Neinmot- tooyalakekt, 
remembering his father’s dying wishes to never relin-
quish the land in which he is buried in the Wallowa 
valley, accepted the influence of Smohalla and detested 
the overtaking of Nimi’ipuu lands by the government. 
Opposing the religious ascendancy on the Nimi’ipuu 
nation, Neinmot- tooyalakekt was encouraged by the 
Dreamer religion to remain off the reservation and con-
tinue to peacefully negotiate for the land lost through 
religious acculturation and the decisions implemented 
by the Christianized Nimi’ipuu.27

Neinmot- tooyalakekt was forced into war with 
the American government in 1877 but did not win. 
After several months of tactical military expertise, 
Neinmot- tooyalakekt was overtaken by General Oli-
ver Otis Howard and forced onto a reservation in 
Oklahoma. The Americans and their Christian reli-
gion that was adopted by the Nimi’ipuu nation over-
came Neinmot- tooyalakekt, similar to the Nimi’ipuu 
nation.28

From the onset of Lewis and Clark’s arrival, the 
Nimi’ipuu culture and identity was dwindling. The 
generation of Nimi’ipuu witnessed by Lewis and 
Clark were not as healthy or as successful as their 
predecessors of past generations—they looked to 
Christianity as a new form of guidance that could 
lead them to success. However, as the Nimi’ipuu 
believed they were gaining the secrets of Christianity, 
and thus gaining the source to a successful future, the 
Americans believed that religion could be a cause for 
Indian submission. Christian acculturation facilitated 
the greatest extraction of wealth and resources from 
the Nimi’ipuu lands, and thus the religious accultur-
ation of Protestant Christianity split the Nimi’ipuu 
nation throughout three periods from 1804 to 1877. 

Initially, the first period of acculturation was 
brought with the arrival of Easterners, which facil-
itated the advent of the Christian faith. The group 
headed by Lewis and Clark were the first Easterners 
to pass through the Blackfoot nation and success-
fully arrive in the Pacific Northwest; until 1804, no 
other Eastern American group had accomplished 
such a feat. The Lewis and Clark adventure through 
the West, allowed fur traders access to the Western 
lands that were fruitful with beaver, salmon, and 
untouched resources. The coming of fur traders 
administered the foundation of Christianity, acting as 
the second stage of religious acculturation, which led 
to heightened missionary activity within the Colum-
bia Plateau and Nimi’ipuu territory. Children such 
as Spokane Garry and Ellis were exposed to Christi-
anity at a young age to lead a life of Christianity and 
deviate completely from their aboriginal teachings. 
The children returned to spread their newly attained 
powers and the envy of the Nimi’ipuu fortified future 
missionary activity within the Columbia Plateau due 
to the St. Louis delegation in 1831. The final and 
third phase of religious acculturation came through 
the head chief system and the treaties signed by the 
Christianized Nimi’ipuu. The Nez Perce treaties of 
1855 and 1863 upheld the strongest divide within 
the Nimi’ipuu nation, separating the Christianized 
and non- Christianized Nimi’ipuu. Resentful of the 
actions fulfilled by the Christianized Nimi’ipuu, the 
non- Christianized Nimi’ipuu vowed not to associate 
with the upper region and Christian division; indefi-
nitely separating the tribe in two. 

Although the religious acculturation of Christian-
ity is the largest contributing aspect to the deterrent 
of Nimi’ipuu culture and society in the 1800s, it is a 
part of a larger issue, which is the acculturation into 
American society in general. In conforming to Chris-
tianity, the Nimi’ipuu believed they could compete 
with the whites and hold an equal position of power. 
But the Nimi’ipuu collided with the established 
European Christian monolith that upheld centuries 
of religious acculturation and domination of foreign 
peoples. And thus, similar to all native tribes through-
out North America, the Nimi’ipuu fell prey to Amer-
ican dominance and were overcome by the purveyors 
of religious acculturation.
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NOTES

 1.  According to H. V. Velten, the Salish and Sahaptin 
belong to one Sprachbund: an area of linguis-
tic convergence. For this article, however, the 
Salish- speaking Flat Heads and Spokanes will 
be the only Salish references. Specifying areas 
of language is important for this project due to 
the language convergence of Nimi’ipuu and Spo-
kane peoples; the Nimi’ipuu are Sahaptin speak-
ers but some Nimi’ipuu could communicate with 
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Bill Cook
Outlaw in the Indian Territory, 1894–1895

Lonnie E. Underhill

On November 16, 1894, the Little Falls (MN) Weekly 
Transcript reported, “The misdeeds of the notorious 
Dalton gang, wiped out at Coffeyville, dwindle into 
littleness when compared with the criminal exploits of 
the Cook gang, which has been terrorizing the Indian 
Territory.” Twice in one month, the Cook gang, esti-
mated at eight members, was accused of robbing the 
railroad station and express office at Ft. Gibson, then 
an express train at Marshall, followed by a hold- up 
of two railroad cars filled with passengers. They also 
held- up the Cherokee National Treasurer, taking 
a reported $5,300 even though there were heavily- 
armed guards and soldiers from Ft. Gibson present. 
In Choteau, on the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Rail-
road, the railroad agent and five stores were robbed. 
In Okmulgee, the train station was held- up, as well as 
the U.S. Post Office, James Parkinson’s store, and a 
half- dozen men inside the store. The railroad station 
at Claremore was looted by a group of five outlaws. 
Two banks were robbed in the same town within one 
week, scoring $2,200 in one of the hold- ups. The 
train station at Ft. Gibson was robbed again, the mail 
sack was pillaged, and three stores were held- up. 
Twenty- six miners were robbed at Bull Creek Coal 
Camp. At Buckner, the Ham Goodman Store was 
pillaged, and the town marshal, Jack Doughty, was 
disarmed and relieved of his pistol, $70 in cash, and 
a watch. Newspaper reporters laid these crimes at the 
feet of the Cook gang. It is not known for certain how 
much of this violence was actually committed by Bill 
Cook and his gang, but the authorities announced a 
punitive response: “There were several hundred men 
in pursuit of the outlaws. Bill Cook is to be shot on 
sight—if possible!”1

Throughout the final decades of the nine-
teenth century, violence in the Indian Territory was 

commonplace. Some outlaw bands used the Territory 
as a refuge, committing crimes in bordering Kansas, 
Missouri, Arkansas, or Oklahoma Territory. Yet, other 
bands of mixed- blood Indian and Negro Freedmen 
[following the Civil War, former slaves became known 
as “Freedmen” and were given unique tribal statuses] 
terrorized the Indian Territory’s main travelled roads, 
railroad express agents, local banks, and merchants. 
Newspapers throughout the country reported the out-
rages, but neither the local authorities nor the United 
States deputy marshals seemed capable of preventing 
the surge of violence.

There were several reasons why these gangs were 
not quickly brought under control. The federal gov-
ernment was unable to provide an adequate force of 
deputy marshals. The Indian police and the U.S. dep-
uty marshals complained of inadequate pay for the 
dangerous task of confronting desperadoes. Receiv-
ing just $15 per month with no travel reimbursements, 
the deputies argued that they should be paid at least 
$50 per month plus expenses. Rewards often went 
unpaid by the authorities when suspects were brought 
in dead. Judicial jurisdiction also complicated mat-
ters. The land was sparsely settled, and thousands of 
acres of virgin forests and dense undergrowth were 
perfect hiding places for the bandits. Also, a good 
deal of inaccurate information circulated concerning 
the whereabouts of the outlaws. There were delays in 
investigating many reports. Some reports were made 
by frightened citizens who purposely reported inac-
curate information. Perhaps, the greatest obstacle to 
capturing the outlaws was that they had many friends 
who offered protection, food, ammunition, fresh 
horses, and intentionally misled the officers. 

The deputy marshals gladly accepted assistance of 
the Indian police who knew the Indian Territory better 
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and were trusted by the Indian citizens. In response, 
U.S. Marshal George J. Crump recommended imple-
menting martial law and increased rewards to $250 
each for Bill Cook, Crawford Goldsby, Buck “Bitter 
Creek” Wightman, Columbus Means, James French, 
Sam Brown, Perry Brown, Thomas Quarles, George E. 
Jennings, Charles Clifton, George Newton, “Slaugh-
ter Kid,” and Bill Doolin, payable “dead or alive.”2

At one time or another, a number of other men were 
reported as members of the Cook gang, including Jim 
Cook, Bob Harden, Richard Crittenden, Henry Mun-
son, Curtis Deason, Thurman “Skeeter” Baldwin, 
Lonnie Gordon, Sam “Verdigris Kid” McWilliams, 
Jim Turner, George Sanders, Jess Snyder, William 
Farris, Elmer “Chicken” Lucas, Thomas Root, Buss 
Luckey, Charles Clifton, Bill Doolin, Tulsa Jack, 
Alexander Dobbins, Sam Green, and Zip Wyatt.3 

In late 1894, the New York Times interviewed an 
Indian who had lived in the Indian Territory for 28 

years, and he had fed outlaws at his house more 
times “than he could remember.” The man had never 
refused the outlaws anything, because a neighbor of 
his had “once, and he is now in his grave, where he 
went within a few hours of his refusal.” The Indian 
added, “Besides, when [the outlaws] are flush, they 
pay well for all they get, sometimes four or five times 
what it’s worth, so we do not lose when we take care 
of them for nothing.” He admitted that when an out-
law needed a horse, he took one, but usually returned 
a “half dozen head of stock for each taken.” Out-
laws befriended in this manner had ensured safety 
to the man’s wife and children. The man concluded 
that “their friendship means our prosperity, and 
their enmity means our death and the outraging of 
our wives and daughters . . . What have I to lose by 
being friendly to them?” The band of outlaws the 
man had provided refuge, food, and fresh horses was 
led by the daring Bill Cook, a mixed- blood Cherokee 
around whom a great amount of local legend devel-
oped in 1894.4

Formation of the Bill Cook Gang

In the early 1870s, James Cook Sr., married a 
quarter- blood Cherokee widow who lived near 
Ft. Gibson in the Cherokee Nation. Mrs. Morton 
already had two children: George (Tom) and Lulu. 
The Cooks added William “Bill” Tuttle Cook (born 
Dec. 19, 1873), James “Jim” Cook Jr. (born 1877), 
and Rose. As the girls matured, they were described 
as “pretty and promiscuous.” When James Cook Sr., 
died in 1878, Mrs. Cook rented her farm and moved 
the children to Ft. Smith, Arkansas. After a short 
time, she returned to Ft. Gibson in the Indian Terri-
tory and remarried. The stepfather moved the family 
to a settlement at Fourteen- Mile Creek west of Tah-
lequah, and shortly after that the mother died. The 
stepfather took his deceased wife’s possessions and 
deserted the children. A relative took the children to 
Tahlequah and placed them in school at the Chero-
kee Orphan Asylum. However, they were promptly 
discharged because of their ineligibility to attend 
the asylum.5

Bill Cook, then just fourteen- years- old, went to the 
Creek Nation where he worked on F. A. Sawyer’s cat-
tle ranch. Cook had learned to read at an early age and 

Bill Cook, leader of the Cook gang. In Harman, S. W. Hell on 
the Border: He Hanged Eighty-eight Men. Ft. Smith, AR: Phoe-
nix Publishing Co., 1898. Public domain.
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had been praised as potentially “brilliant,” the “envy 
of all his fellow cowboys.” He worked for a while 
on the Mule Shoe Cross Ranch and he helped trail 
drive nearly 5,000 head of cattle from Abilene, Texas, 
to the ranch near Okfuskee in the Creek Nation. He 
also worked on the Spike S Ranch, Captain Frederick 
Severs’ FS Ranch, and Dave Carr’s DC Ranch.6

Cook associated with “reckless” men who told him 
he could not be a “cow- puncher unless he learned 
to shoot, drink whiskey, and play cards.” His first 
act outside the law was selling whiskey to the Indi-
ans, and in 1892, the U.S. deputy marshals issued a 
warrant to arrest Cook. To avoid arrest, Bill Cook 
went to New Mexico where he worked for a while 
on the Puerto de Lina Ranch. On returning to the 
Creek Nation, he was arrested and sentenced to 40 
days in the federal jail at Ft. Smith, Arkansas. After 
his release, he served as a posse member under U.S. 
Deputy Marshal William C. “Bill” Smith. Cook’s 
service was excellent because he knew where many 
of the outlaws hid out, and he arranged for Lonnie 
Gordon, a companion, to surrender on liquor vio-
lation charges with the hope of acquittal. In spring 
1894, Bill Cook gave up his duties as a posse mem-
ber and went to the Creek Nation in search of his 
brother Jim who had been accused of stealing a 
horse. Bill Cook would be credited with organizing 
a notorious and violent outlaw gang of mixed- blood 
Indians and freedmen.7 

It is interesting to compare a description of the 
twenty- one- year- old Bill Cook with his reputation 
described by newspaper reporters throughout the coun-
try. By the end of 1894, he was both a “coward and a 
lion- hearted man; a rich bandit and a pauper criminal; 
as an old man and as a beardless youth; a represen-
tative as anyone but himself.” He was also described 
as quiet, not inclined to “shoot off his mouth; a voice 
well- modulated and deep; feet and hands dispropor-
tionate to his size; quick movements; walked with 
his head up, chin drawn in, mouth shut; not brutal; 
not decidedly more lawless that many others found in 
the West; rebellious.” He stood 5' 8–10"- inches tall, 
weighed 140 pounds, had light hair, fair complexion, 
no facial hair, small gray eyes, a thin light mustache, 
rather large head, and an awkward appearance. Bill 
Cook was also described as a “mild- mannered young 

fellow, very unlike the descriptions of Cook” that 
appeared in the newspapers. Another report compared 
the resemblance of Bill Cook and outlaw Frank James, 
while other reports compared Cook and Bill Doolin.8

In May 1894, Crawford Goldsby, a freedman, 
joined Bill and Jim Cook after he shot a man at Ft. 
Gibson. Goldsby, like the Cooks, entered a life of 
crime at an early age. His father was a Scotch- Irish 
army officer in the Ninth Cavalry stationed at Ft. Gib-
son. In 1870 George Goldsby married Ellen Beck, a 
freedman of half Cherokee blood. Crawford, one of 
four Goldsby children, was born about 1875. In 1882 
he attended the Negro School at Ft. Gibson, and he 
was considered a capable and good- natured pupil.9

In 1890, Lynch moved the family to Nowata and 
homesteaded. Crawford Goldsby accused Lynch 
of mistreating him, and he returned to Ft. Gibson 
where he lived with Bud Buffington and worked for 
Alex R. Matheson cleaning Matheson’s store. Mathe-
son described Goldsby as a quiet, good- natured, 

Crawford goldsby, aka Cherokee Bill. In Harman, S. W. Hell 
on the Border: He Hanged Eighty-eight Men. Ft. Smith, AR: 
Phoenix Publishing Co., 1898. Public domain.
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hard- working boy, well- liked by all who knew him, 
with a muscular build of 190 pounds and small blue 
eyes. In 1893, Goldsby worked for James W. Turley 
on the Halsell Ranch.10 

About this time while at a Ft. Gibson dance in 
early 1894, Crawford Goldsby had a fight with 
Jake Lewis, another freedman, and Lewis gave him 
a severe beating. Goldsby borrowed a gun, went to 
Lewis’ house, and shot Lewis several times. From 
that time on, Goldsby ran from the law. Soon after the 
shooting, he joined Bill and Jim Cook. Goldsby made 
a striking figure. He wore a large white hat with a red 
band and constantly made strange gobbling noises 
imitating wild turkeys. In June 1894, the Cherokee 
Advocate, published at Tahlequah, reported that 13 
rustlers, identified as the newly formed Cook gang, 
had stolen over 100 horses in the Tulsa area. Bill and 
Jim Cook and Cherokee Bill quickly acquired the 
“unenviable reputation” as desperate outlaws. Bill 
Cook later excluded Cherokee Bill from the gang 
because Cherokee Bill wanted to kill someone from 
“pure wantonness.”11

The Cherokee Outlet Land Payment

In 1893, the Cherokee Nation received $8.5 million, 
of which each person on the tribal roll would receive 
an initial payment of $266. The federal government 
had purchased from the Cherokees an area known as 
the Cherokee Outlet, which consisted of 6.5 million 
acres situated on the northwest edge of the Indian 
Territory joining Kansas. Payments were made at 
various locations by Ezekiel E. Starr, Treasurer of the 
Cherokee Nation. 

The following year, Bill and Jim Cook began 
planning to request their share of the land payment 
at Tahlequah. They asked their friend Effie Critten-
den to pick up their payment when she got hers. Mrs. 
Crittenden managed the Half- Way House, a stage- 
stop, 14 miles west of Tahlequah where the Cooks 
had once lived with their mother. They told Critten-
den that on receiving their money, they would leave 
the Indian Territory. Lulu (Lou), their half- sister, had 
married Bob Harden who was working as a cook at 
the Half- Way House. Richard Crittenden, Effie’s hus-
band, who was not living with her at the time, and 
Zeke Crittenden, her brother- in- law, were deputies of 
the High Sheriff of the Cherokee Nation. Bill Cook 

developed an even grander plan, that of robbing the 
Cherokee authorities as they distributed payments 
at Tahlequah. Pulling off a hold- up of the Cherokee 
Treasury would be the first of many public brazen acts 
of violence involving the Cook gang. Taken in the 
robbery was $5,300, even though authorities of the 
National Treasurer’s office were guarded by heavily- 
armed deputies of the Cherokee Nation High Sheriff 
and a detachment of soldiers from Ft. Gibson.12

On June 16, High Sheriff Leonard Williams sent a 
posse led by Deputy Sheriff Ellis R. Gourd to round up 
the Cook gang at the Half- Way House. Gourd’s posse 
of seven deputies included Richard and Zeke Critten-
den, Bill Nickel, Isaac Greece, Sequoyah Houston, 
and two white men, Hicks and Bracken. However, 
before the posse reached the Half- Way House, they 
came upon four men holding- up the stage from Tahle-
quah. While the posse surrounded the robbers, Gourd 
sent one deputy back to Tahlequah for reinforce-
ments. The outlaws began shooting, killing Sequoyah 
Houston of the posse. When Bob Harden, the Cooks’ 
brother- in- law, was captured, the other robbers fled. 
Harden identified the others as Bill and Jim Cook and 
Crawford Goldsby—the Bill Cook Gang.13 

The outlaws fled into the hills, but that night they 
returned to the Half- Way House. At daybreak the fol-
lowing morning, a posse led by Deputy Sheriff Gourd 
and U.S. deputy marshals Barnhill and Thomas from 
Muskogee surrounded the Half- Way House. When a 
call was made for everyone inside the cabin to sur-
render, a gun fight broke out. As Jim Cook tried to 
escape by crawling through a small window, Richard 
Crittenden blasted him with his shotgun. Although 
badly wounded, Jim Cook began shooting so Bill 

The Cherokee Outlet payment at Tahlequah (Treasurer E. E. 
Starr seated, right). Courtesy Library of Congress.
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Cook and Goldsby could escape. Jim Cook then 
climbed through the window and onto Bill’s horse.14

Jim Cook was left near Rabbit Ford, where the 
Grand and Arkansas rivers run together. Bill Cook 
had planned to return with a doctor, but Jim had been 
severely injured and offered no resistance when the 
authorities arrested him. He was held in the federal 
jail at Muskogee for the murder of Sequoyah Hous-
ton. Officers questioning Effie Crittenden asked if 
Crawford Goldsby had been one of the outlaws. She 
replied, “No, it . . . was ‘Cherokee Bill.’” From that 
time, Goldsby was known as “Cherokee Bill.”15

On July 6, James F. Read U.S. Attorney for the 
Eighth Circuit Court, the Western District of Arkan-
sas, sent a message to Cherokee Chief C. Johnson 
Harris concerning Jim Cook. Cook’s case had not 
been examined, owing to his severe wounds. But Read 
thought the federal government had enough evidence 
against Cook to send him to the penitentiary for life. 
However, Jim Cook was turned over to the Cherokee 
authorities, and a trial date was set for the October 
1894 session. On October 24 after his trial had been 
in the court for a second time, Jim Cook escaped from 
the Cherokee National Prison at Tahlequah while 
under the guard of two deputies. Although he was 
hampered by a heavy chain locked about his wrist and 
ankle, he outran the guards and avoided being hit as 
they shot at him. Several days later, Cook was cap-
tured, and a new trial was scheduled. The prisoner had 
authorities at Tahlequah constantly fearing that the 
other gang members would come to the prison and 
free him. When the high sheriff received a telegram 
from Ft. Gibson stating that the gang was planning to 
liberate Jim Cook, he instructed the guards to shoot 
Cook if the jail was breached.16

Jim Cook escaped from jail on another occasion 
when he was among 20 prisoners being marched to 
the dining hall just outside the jail. Cook hurriedly 
ate and escaped through the rear door, ran 200 yards 
to a creek, followed the stream 300 yards, and entered 
the woods. Guards caught up with him 3 miles from 
the National Prison, and even though they fired sev-
eral warning shots, Jim Cook refused to stop until the 
guards wrestled him to the ground.17

On November 20, Jim Cook was sentenced to eight 
years in the Cherokee National Prison for the mur-
der of Sequoyah Houston. Cook’s name appeared on 

the “Roster of Time- Convicts” in prison during Sep-
tember of the next year. Bob Harden, a white man, 
was jailed at Ft. Smith and bound over for trial on 
the same charge, but at trial his case was dismissed. 
In 1897, Jim Cook became a trustee at the Cherokee 
National Prison and escaped the first opportunity he 
had. He reconnected with several members of the old 
Cook gang, and one year later shot it out with a posse 
led by U.S. Deputy Marshal Addison J. Beck at Inola, 
in which Beck was wounded.18

After Jim Cook escaped from prison, he was killed 
during an argument, accused of stealing some live-
stock. Cook claimed he had bought a steer from a 
black man whom he later learned had stolen it from a 
man named Sarl Harlen. When Harlen went to Cook 
to reclaim the animal, the men argued, and Harlen 
pulled out his gun and shot Jim Cook. Cook was bur-
ied in the Hulbert Cemetery, west of Tahlequah.19

Bill Cook Was a Romantic

After being expelled from the Cherokee Orphan 
Asylum, Bill Cook went to Sapulpa in the Creek 
Nation. There he met Martha Pittman. Although he 
was barely fourteen- years- old, Cook asked Martha to 
marry him and the “dark- haired beauty” accepted his 
proposal. They kept their plans secret. However, as 

Sites in and around the Cherokee Nation and the Eastern 
 District of Arkansas, ca. 1890s. Courtesy Library of Congress.
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he wanted to earn extra income and get married, Bill 
Cook began selling liquor. He was arrested and sen-
tenced at Ft. Smith. Martha Pittman’s father learned 
of Cook’s bad behavior and warned him to stay away 
from Martha.20

On release from jail, Bill Cook served as a member 
of the U.S. Marshal’s posse, hoping to impress Martha 
Pittman’s father. When Cook told Martha’s parents 
that he wanted to marry Martha, Mr. Pittman swore 
that he would never allow the marriage because Cook 
had been in jail. Pittman dismissed Cook, but Martha 
stood by her lover, vowing to marry Cook secretly. 
One newspaper reporter commented, “If it were not 
for a love affair, Bill Cook would in all probability 
be a decent member of society in the Indian Territory 
today.” Cook soon organized his outlaw gang and 
began terrorizing the country, but Martha never gave 
up her fondness for Cook. In October 1894, seeing 
that his daughter would eventually marry Cook over 
his protest, Mr. Pittman consented to the marriage 
and agreed to assist with getting a marriage license 
at Muskogee. The ceremony was to have occurred 
during the latter part of October, but a party of Creek 
Light Horsemen (Indian police) were trailing Cook 
so closely that he had to postpone the ceremony.21

After the marriage license had been prepared, 
Cook was supposed to pick up the license at the 
courthouse in Muskogee. Instead, U.S. Deputy Mar-
shal Bill Smith claimed the license and announced 
that Cook would have to get the license from him. 
The Muskogee Phoenix humorously reported: “Dep-
uty Marshal Bill Smith got in from the Territory on 
the Midland Valley train this morning, having been 
scouting around the Nation . . . Smith has been car-
rying around in his pocket for some days now the 
marriage license authorizing the wedding of Outlaw 
Bill Cook and Miss Martha Pittman . . . a pretty little 
sixteen- year- old girl, who lives at Sapulpa with her 
mother and father, who are plain hard- working peo-
ple.” The reporter continued: “Now Martha has been 
for some months desperately in love with the dashing 
outlaw and has been ready and willing to marry him. 
Mrs. Pittman rather favors the match, but the old gen-
tleman has right along set his foot down on it that 
Martha should never marry Bill Cook.” 

U.S. Deputy Marshal Smith had hoped to use the 
license to capture Cook. The previous week, Smith 

had gone to Sapulpa to turn over the license, but no 
ceremony occurred, because the people who were 
after the reward on “Outlaw Bill Cook’s head were 
busily engaged in chasing that gentleman.” When 
Smith returned to Muskogee, he still had the marriage 
license in his possession, and he remarked, “No, the 
marriage didn’t come off. The Indians were after Bill 
too hard; I don’t know when it will come off.”22

Increased Violence of the Cook Gang

The Half- Way House incident had provoked the Cook 
gang. On July 7, six members of the gang robbed the 
Ft. Gibson and Muskogee stage near the Arkansas 
River. Two weeks later about an hour before the train 
arrived, Bill Cook, Cherokee Bill, Lonnie Gordon, 
Sam McWilliams, Henry Munson, and Curtis Deason 
robbed the St. Louis and San Francisco depot at Red 
Fork south of Tulsa. They had heard rumors that the 
St. Louis and San Francisco express was transporting 
a large sum of money to pay for a shipment of cattle 
sold by the sprawling Spike S Ranch near Red Fork. 

U.S. Deputy Marshal William “Bill” Smith. In Harman, S. W. 
Hell on the Border: He Hanged Eighty-eight Men. Ft. Smith, 
AR: Phoenix Publishing Co., 1898. Public domain.
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When express messenger Chapman saw the robbers, 
he hid money from the safe behind several boxes, 
and the robbers overlooked it. This was courageous 
because Chapman’s brother, also a railroad express 
agent, had been killed at Mound Valley, Kansas, one 
year earlier as he fought off bandits.

After searching the baggage room for anything of 
value, the outlaws discovered a gallon of whiskey, 
and they passed it around while they waited for the 
train to arrive. When the train pulled into the sta-
tion, the outlaws searched the express and baggage 
car, detaining the train for 45 minutes but failed to 
locate any money. Later, the gang robbed the Santa 
Fe station at Red Rock. Elmer Lucas of the gang held 
the horses while Cherokee Bill, Jack Starr, Thurman 
“Skeeter” Baldwin, and Curtis Deason robbed the 
express agent. Next, on September 14, the Cook gang 
robbed the J. A. Parkinson Mercantile at Okmulgee. 
The outlaws were unmasked and rode directly to the 
store where they took over $600 and quietly left town. 
There was a ball- play in progress a few miles south of 
Okmulgee and most of the townspeople were attend-
ing the event.23

For several weeks following, the Cook gang hid 
quietly in the mountains near Tulsa. In October, the 
outlaws looted the train depot at Ft. Gibson. Eight 
members of the gang, unmasked and heavily armed, 
broke a window and ordered the attendant inside the 
depot to open the door, but he was unable to open the 
safe and told the outlaws that the ticket agent, a man 
named Cox, was the only one who knew the combi-
nation. When the robbers returned to the depot with 
the ticket agent, they took about $400 in cash and 
some express money orders. Following the robbery, 
they fired a number of shots at the depot building and 
rode out of town.24

On October 10, the Cook gang robbed two rail-
road express agents on the same night. After the 
night express train had passed, three men rode into 
Claremore from the direction of Tiawah directly to 
the Missouri Pacific Railroad depot. The depot agent 
was taken by surprise when the outlaws began firing 
shots at the building to intimidate some people who 
were outside. The robbers then ordered the agent to 
open the safe and hand over the cash. Local author-
ities were notified at once that the outlaws were in 
town, and when authorities started for the depot, the 

outlaws began firing from inside the depot building. 
Pick Chambers was the first policeman to arrive at 
the train station, and he was ordered to dismount and 
hand over his watch and gun as the outlaws rode qui-
etly away, leaving the deputy standing in the dark. 
Less than two hours later, the same three men robbed 
the Missouri, Kansas, and Texas Railroad depot at 
Choteau, some 20 miles to the south. They cleaned 
out the ticket agent’s safe and again rode quietly out 
of town. By that time, officers were out in all direc-
tions searching for the robbers, but even the most 
optimistic held little hope of apprehending the out-
laws. One newspaper reported that the gang had even 
warned U.S. Attorney Jackson to discontinue efforts 
to arrest Bill Cook.25

The Chandler Bank Hold- Up

On July 31, 1894, a bold bank robbery broke the 
“quiet serenity” of Chandler, a small village in the 
Creek Nation. Five heavily- armed cowboys, believed 

Newspaper caricature of Cherokee Bill. Ann Arbor Argus, March 
19, 1896. Public domain. Courtesy Ann Arbor District Library.
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to be the Cook gang, rode into town from the north 
along the street east of the courthouse. They turned 
down the alley behind Fletcher’s Hardware Store 
and stopped at the rear of the Lincoln County Bank. 
The bandits immediately took positions. One man 
held the horses, while two entered the bank from the 
rear. Another went to the front entrance, and the last 
man remained outside the bank. Harvey Kee, pres-
ident of the bank, was at the teller’s window when 
one of the outlaws shouldered his Winchester rifle and 
threatened: “Say, you s** of a b****, shell out your 
cash, and be d**** quick about it, too.” O. B. Kee, 

the cashier, was ordered to remain quietly at his desk. 
Searching the back room of the bank building, the 
third bandit discovered F. B. Hoyt who was lying on a 
bed very ill. The outlaw ordered Hoyt to open the safe, 
but Hoyt was too nervous, despite the bandit’s cursing 
and threatening to shoot him.

At this time, shooting began outside the bank which 
distracted the bandits. They grabbed $300 at the tell-
er’s window and fled the building. If the bandits had 
not been disturbed, they would have gotten $2,000 
from the teller’s money drawer. As they left, one of 
the bandits took O. B. Kee’s watch. The bank robbery 
had been discovered by J. B. Mitchell who operated a 
barber shop on the corner opposite the Lincoln County 
Bank. During the robbery, he sat in front of his shop 
watching the man at the bank entrance. When Mitch-
ell discovered the bank was being robbed, he yelled 
out, “The Dalton gang is in town,” and ran toward his 
entrance. The outlaw at the front of the bank shouted 
to Mitchell to “shut up and sit down.” When Mitchell 
did not stop, the outlaw shot him. 

Then the bandits began shooting wildly to pre-
vent other merchants from joining the fight. N. W. 
Warren, a deputy sheriff, shot Bill Cook’s horse, but 
Cook mounted behind one of the other robbers, and 
they all fled town in the same direction from which 
they had come. Sheriff Parker immediately organized 
a posse and started after the outlaws. At the edge of 
town, another bandit’s horse was killed. A mile out of 
Chandler, the bandits stopped a man in a cart and took 
his horse. Farther on, the bandits made a farmer dis-
mount and took his horse. The sheriff’s posse caught 
up with the bandits at Chuckaho and exchanged 100 
or more shots, wounding and taking prisoner one 
bandit; the others scattered into the woods.

At Chandler, the outlaw was identified as Elmer 
Lucas, a twenty- one- year- old associate of the Cook 
gang. A bullet had gone through his body, leaving a 
painful and ugly, but not fatal wound. Lucas named 
the other bandits as Bill Cook, Tom Cook, Jack Starr, 
Cherokee Bill, and Tulsa Jack. Lucas had joined the 
Cook gang recently at the Spike S Ranch. Mitchell, 
the fifty- three- year- old barber who had been killed, 
left a wife and two daughters. The townspeople were 
angry over Mitchell’s death and suggested meting- out 
summary justice to Elmer Lucas, who was removed 
to Guthrie for safekeeping. 

Sites in and around the Indian Territory, ca. 1894. Courtesy 
Library of Congress.
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The bank robbery had been carefully planned. 
L. B. Stewart, who managed the Chandler Livery Sta-
ble, recalled that the horse that Cook had been riding 
had recently been put up at his stable. Another of the 
gang had been seen in the rear of the Hoffman, Charles, 
and Conklin Bank. Other reports indicated that the 
bandits had been loafing around Reeve’s Saloon the 
night before the hold- up, and the men had purchased 
three bottles of whiskey before leaving that night.26

In early August, U.S. deputy marshals discov-
ered several members of the Cook gang hiding at the 
home of Bill Providence, 14 miles west of Sapulpa. 
After more than 200 gunshots were exchanged, Ad 
Berryhill of the gang was captured. Alonzo “Lonnie” 
Gordon and Henry Munson were killed. Bill Cook, 
Cherokee Bill, and Thurman Baldwin escaped. One 
member of the posse was wounded.27 

The Coretta Siding Train Robbery

By the end of October, the Cook gang had started 
robbing trains, the first occurring October 20 at the 
Coretta Siding of the Missouri Pacific Railroad, 6 
miles north of Muskogee. As the train approached 
the Coretta Siding at a speed of 25 miles per hour, a 
man sprang from behind an embankment and threw 
the side track switch, running the train at full speed 
into a string of empty box cars sitting on the side 
track. James Harris, the engineer, applied the brakes 
and reversed the engine, but his reactions were in-
effective. Two outlaws immediately climbed into the 
engine room, commandeering the train, the engineer, 
and Cottrell, the fireman. The gunmen followed the 
engineer to the baggage and express car. After firing 
several shots through the door, they compelled ex-
press messenger Ford to open the door.28

The robbers surrounded the train. Two took posi-
tions at the rear of the train to prevent anyone from 
escaping through the rear door of the sleeper car. 
Two mounted the platform between the smoker and 
the baggage cars, followed by two more on the plat-
form between the first and second coaches. All con-
tinued firing their guns. The two men in the express 
car ransacked it and took money from a small safe. 
The expressman could not open the larger safe. These 
men went to the front platform and forced conductor 
W. J. Dinkins to collect money and valuables from the 
passengers. The outlaws then proceeded to the second 

coach. When they were half- way through the coach, 
they heard whistling of a freight train not far away.

During the robbery, Bill Cook remained outside. 
He issued commands, swore at the passengers, and 
shot at the train to intimidate the passengers. On com-
mand, the bandits left the train, firing a final volley 
before disappearing into the darkness. The outlaws, 
numbering 8 or 10 men, wore face masks, hats, and 
false beards. Two of the outlaws were white; the others 
were mixed- blood Indians or freedmen. Recognized 
among the outlaws were Bill Cook, Jim French, and 
Sam McWilliams. Two passengers were wounded. 
Jack Mahara, manager of the Mahara Minstrel Com-
pany, was seriously injured when a .45- .75 caliber 
bullet struck him in the forehead, but after spending 
10 days in an unconscious state, he revived. In March 
1897, Mahara was scheduled to have surgeons repair 
the dent the bullet had made to his forehead. A bullet 
also struck Walter Barnes of Van Buren, Arkansas, in 
the cheek, but the wound was treated by a passenger. 
The train had been heavily guarded by special offi-
cers, including agents Heimick and Dickson of the 
Missouri Pacific Railroad and U.S. deputy marshals 
Heck Bruner and Joe Casaver, but the attack had been 
so sudden the guards were unable to react. The ban-
dits took Casaver’s watch and pistol.29

The freight train narrowly avoided colliding with 
the express, which was backed up to Wagoner seek-
ing medical attention for the injured passengers. The 
train, except for the sleeper car, had been completely 
riddled with bullet holes. Every window was shot out 
or broken. The engine cab was shot to pieces, and 
even the steam gauge and gauge lamp were broken. 
The ground surrounding the train was covered with 
empty shells, and the wooden fence along the track 
was perforated with bullet holes. One of the officials 
on board stated that it was a miracle that more inju-
ries, or even death, had not occurred because so many 
shots were fired during the melee. The Missouri 
Pacific Railroad immediately dispatched its superin-
tendent, W. I. McKee, from Little Rock, Arkansas, 
and U.S. deputy marshals to the scene of the train 
robbery. U.S. Indian Agent Dew Wisdom of Musk-
ogee ordered all the Indian police—a reported 300 
men—to duty in case the robbers’ trail was discov-
ered, but the gang was not apprehended. The next 
day, U.S. Marshal George T. Crump, of the Western 
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District of Arkansas, issued a $250 reward for each 
member of the Cook gang.30

The Cook gang struck again the next night. This 
time, the same outlaws reportedly robbed the town of 
Watova, a whopping 75 miles from the scene of the 
train robbery. Four men entering the mercantile store, 
railroad station, and post office took all the money 
they could find. One outlaw, John Vann, who had held 
the robbers’ horses, was captured the following day. 
A newspaper reporter stated that the outlaws were 
crowding in so many robberies in such a short time 
span in retaliation for Jim Cook who was on trial for 
the murder of posse- member Sequoyah Houston.31

The Cook gang next robbed the Kansas and Arkan-
sas Valley Railroad station at Talala, a few miles 
north of Claremore. The outlaws brazenly rode into 
town at dark on October 22 and began robbing the 
train station, mercantile stores, and post office. While 
the bandits were inside the post office, the eastbound 
passenger train pulled into the station. Someone noti-
fied the engineer that the town was being looted, and 
the engineer quickly moved the train away from the 
station. The robbers, who numbered 10, made no 
effort to conceal their identity. They began at one 
end of town and worked their way through the stores, 
drawing their revolvers as they entered, ordering the 
merchants to hand over the money. The outlaws soon 
left town. The U.S. Marshal, who was notified of the 
robbery, immediately dispatched a posse from Ft. 
Gibson going southeast and turning north, another 
going east toward Tahlequah, and a third going north 
along the Grand River. The posses planned to rendez-
vous at Chetopa, north of Pryor Creek, where they 
thought the Cook gang might strike next. But the out-
laws evaded the posses and were spotted the follow-
ing morning east of Ft. Gibson.32

The Blackstone Switch Train Robbery

On November 13 at 10 P.M., seven members of the 
Cook gang attacked the Missouri, Kansas & Texas 
passenger train at the Blackstone Switch near Wybark, 
a settlement six miles from Muskogee. Newspapers 
reported that outlaws had attacked the train with 
“brutality, beyond that of the usual train robbery” as 
the train approached the Blackstone Switch, a long 
siding with cattle pens between the Arkansas and 
Verdigris rivers. Because the pens were off the main 

line, the siding resembled a spur line more than a side 
track. A considerable amount of brush secluded the 
stock pens.33

As the train approached the switch, Nathaniel “Texas 
Jack” Reed threw the switch and the train veered onto 
the siding. The engineer, Hotchkiss, immediately 
pulled the train’s whistle four times, a signal that 
warned of a possible robbery. When the train halted, 
Hotchkiss and fireman Gudgel, slipped off the engine 
and hid in the woods to avoid becoming hostages. 
Train robbers typically gained entrance to the express 
car by compelling the engineer to plead with the 
expressman to open the express car. The bandits were 
angry when they discovered the engineer had escaped. 
They went back to the end of the train and fired dozens 
of warning shots through the express car door. When 
the expressman steadfastly refused to open the door, 
the outlaws ignited several sticks of dynamite under 
the door. The blast splintered a section of the door, tore 
a hole in the floor, and ripped off a part of the platform 
at the end of express car. When it became apparent that 
the bandits might succeed in entering the car, guards 
inside the express car—Bud Ledbetter, Paden Tolbert, 
Frank Jones, and John Tolbert—began shooting wildly 
through the splintered door.34

The robbers then left the express car and went to the 
passenger cars. Inside the smoking car, they compelled 
a young man to carry a bag into which the passengers 
were told to “drop their money, watches, and jewelry.” 
The young man was scared and begged for mercy as the 
robbers threatened to kill him if the passengers did not 
hand over their valuables. In the chair car, they selected 
another passenger, J. B. Fuqua of Dallas, Texas, to col-
lect from the passengers. One robber followed behind 
him with a Winchester, prodding and cursing him as 
they proceeded through the car. The outlaws abused 
all of the women passengers. The passengers reported 
handing over $260 and 8 gold watches and recognized 
Bill Cook among the robbers.35

The bandits then marched Fuqua and the younger 
hostage back to the express car. They tried to force 
one hostage to crawl through the express car floor. The 
hostage called to the guards to open the door, but the 
guards began firing again. Bud Ledbetter had crawled 
out of the express car after the outlaws retreated ear-
lier to the passenger cars and taken a position behind 
the train. When the outlaws were about to leave, 
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Ledbetter fatally shot Charley Belston and seriously 
wounded Texas Jack. The bandits then began running 
to their horses, taking the hostage a quarter of a mile 
down the track before releasing him.36

The damage was assessed the next day when the 
train reached Kansas City, Missouri. The outlaws 
had taken over $1,000 in cash, besides watches and 
jewelry. The largest individual claim was $50 and a 
gold watch. George Levering and another U.S. dep-
uty marshal, who were on the train as passengers, lost 
their money and guns. The railroad cars were riddled 
with bullet holes, all windows were shot out, and two 
cars were damaged by the dynamite explosion. 

Descriptions of the bandits matched the Cook 
gang. Fuqua said that the man who collected the pas-
sengers’ money was a small man with light complex-
ion, “who did not especially look like a ruffian.” The 
other bandit in the passenger car was large, with a 
ruddy suntanned face, blue eyes, light hair, “snagged- 
teeth,” and a false chin beard made from the end of a 
cow’s tail, but no face mask. One passenger, a Creek 
Indian from Okmulgee, recognized Bill Cook, whom 
he had known for several years.37 

The passengers recalled several interesting things 
during the robbery. One very excited young man 
tossed his new gold watch out a window. His name 
had been engraved inside the case, and the watch was 
later returned to him. Another man attempted to hide 
between two rows of seats. When he was discovered, 
the man promptly handed over his valuables. Another 
man, a banker from Galveston, Texas, who had been 
seated near a young lady, asked her to hide five 
$1,000 bills for him. She placed the folded bills in 
her stocking. As the banker handed over a few dollars 
to the bandit, he commented that he had no money to 
buy his pretty young wife breakfast the next day. The 
outlaw returned a silver dollar, telling the banker to 
have breakfast on him.38

Following the robbery, the outlaws were thought to 
have retreated a short distance to the Arkansas River. 
Two days later, 10 members of the gang were seen 
riding through Muskogee. They stopped at Captain 
Severs’ Stable, but the stable was empty. Cook had for-
merly worked on Severs’ FS Ranch. The outlaws rode 
out of town heading west. That same day, they took 
two horses from the Dyke farm, 3 miles from Musk-
ogee. At the time they were in Muskogee, a posse was 

being organized, but the posse was unable to take on 
the heavily armed outlaws. Shortly after the outlaws 
left town, U.S. deputy marshals and Indian police were 
in pursuit.39

On Trial for the Blackstone  
Switch Train Robbery

Early on the morning of December 31, 1894, U.S. 
deputy marshals B. C. Birchfield and Newton LeFlore 
led a posse of six men to a house occupied by Thomas 
Root and Buss Luckey near Broken Arrow. The 
posse had come to the small settlement east of Tulsa 
to arrest the men accused in the Blackstone Switch 
train robbery. Two members of the posse checked the 
house but found no one inside. They searched outside 
the house, but a dense fog blocked their vision. While 
the two men searched, the others remained near the 
house. Two hundred yards away, the men came upon 
a barn and several hay stacks. Then dogs began 
barking, alerting Buss Luckey, Thomas Root, and 
Root’s wife, who were sleeping near the hay stacks. 
The posse then rushed toward where the dogs were 
barking, but the hay stacks separated sight of the two 
groups of posse members. 

Luckey and Root began shooting as the depu-
ties came within a few yards of the hay stacks. After 
exchanging shots for a while, Luckey and Root 
escaped. When the shooting stopped, Deputy LeFlore 
was discovered seriously wounded, a bullet having 
struck him in the back. He died a short time later. 
Thomas Root later surrendered to the U.S. Marshal 
at Ft. Smith, Arkansas, agreeing to testify against 
Buss Luckey for the shooting of LeFlore. A week 
later, Luckey was captured near Choska at the home 
of his brother. He was taken to Ft. Smith and charged 
with the murder of Newton LeFlore, the Coretta 
Siding and Blackstone Switch train robberies, and 
two other hold- ups.40

At trial, Buss Luckey produced no witnesses in 
his behalf against the strong testimony of the deputy 
marshals and the decisive evidence given by Thomas 
Root. The strongest evidence against Luckey was that 
he had shot at the posse before he learned why they 
were there. And, for his actions, he was convicted of 
murder. J. Warren Reed, a trial attorney at Ft. Smith, 
appealed the case to the Supreme Court and obtained 
a sentence reversal. 
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Two years later, a new trial was scheduled. A large 
map was displayed that plotted the positions of the 
haystacks, field, fence, and house where the killing 
had occurred. Movements of the posse toward the hay-
stacks through the dense fog were shown. Attorney 
Reed argued that once the shooting began, both Root 
and Luckey had retreated. If Luckey had shot LeFlore, 
the bullet would have struck LeFlore in the front rather 
than the back. Reed’s argument convinced the jury that 
LeFlore had been shot unintentionally by a member of 
the posse. Luckey received an acquittal on the charge 
of murder. However, he was unable to defend himself 
for his alleged participation in the Blackstone Switch 
train robbery. He was sentenced to 15 years in the fed-
eral penitentiary at Columbus, Ohio.41

Other men were arrested and jailed at Ft. Smith 
in connection with the Blackstone Switch robbery. 
Those arrested included Hiram Lightell, Perry Hysell, 
William Bird, Joe Dyer, Phil Graves, Dick Dyer, and 
James “Jim” Dyer. All men denied any connection 
with the Cook gang.42

In March 1895, Nathaniel “Texas Jack” Reed sur-
rendered to the U.S. marshal at Ft. Smith. He had 
been seriously wounded in the Blackstone Switch 
train robbery and had been recuperating at his broth-
er’s home in Madison County, Arkansas. Texas Jack 
confessed to participating in the Blackstone Switch 
robbery and in several other robberies. However, 
Texas Jack did not implicate Bill Cook in any rob-
bery. Instead, both he and Thomas Root claimed that 
Jim Dyer had led the bandits. Texas Jack said the out-
laws had planned to meet the night following the rob-
bery at Vann’s Ford on the Verdigris River to divide 
money taken in the robbery. But Dyer had not shown 
up with the money and kept it for himself. On this 
testimony, Dyer was held over for trial in the robbery. 
His bond was set at $12,000, and the trial date was 
September 5, 1895. Dyer sent his wife back to Wag-
oner to arrange for his bond.43

When his trial began, Dyer was on the scene early 
to make his defense. Dyer’s wife had produced char-
acter witnesses and testified in his behalf. Several 
of the U.S. deputy marshals at Ft. Smith testified as 
to Dyer’s good character, and to the fact that he had 
always welcomed posse members to eat meals at 
his home when they were operating near Wagoner. 
When he had information about criminal activity, he 

informed the deputies. However, Dyer was convicted 
and sentenced to 15 years in prison.

Dyer’s wife continued to work for his release. 
The U.S. Supreme Court granted a new trial, and 
once again Dyer was released on bond. At the first 
trial, Dyer thought his service to the deputy marshals 
would offset the testimony of Texas Jack and Thomas 
Root. But in his defense during the second trial, Dyer 
employed J. Warren Reed as his attorney. Principal 
witnesses in the trial were Texas Jack and L. M. Best. 
Texas Jack presented the same testimony as he had 
at the first trial. Best, another known outlaw, filled in 
the gap between the robbery and the alleged meet-
ing at Vann’s Ford to distribute the money. About 
an hour before the Blackstone Switch robbery, Best 
testified he had spoken to Dyer at Vann’s Ford. He 
also testified that he had built Dyer’s house, and that 
Dyer had installed a “scuttle hole” with a neat fitting 

Jim Dyer was convicted of leading an attack on a passenger 
train at the Blackstone Switch, but at his second trial, his sen-
tence was dismissed. In Harman, S. W. Hell on the Border: He 
Hanged Eighty-eight Men. Ft. Smith, AR: Phoenix Publishing 
Co., 1898. Public domain.
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cover and hinges in the ceiling of one room. Dyer 
had told Best that this would be a good place to “hide 
the boys.” When the door was produced as evidence, 
the door was neither neat fitting nor hinged. It was 
a simple covering used to block the entrance to the 
attic, resulting in Best’s testimony being tossed out.

Jim Dyer testified that late on the day of the rob-
bery, he had run a horse race at Wagoner. A number of 
Wagoner residents had seen him, and he had left Wag-
oner too late to reach the scene of the robbery. Sheb 
Williams, U.S. Chief Marshal of the Eastern District 
of Texas, testified that Dyer had frequently informed 
him of crimes being committed in the Indian Territory. 
Dyer also produced over 100 letters as evidence that 
he had written to Williams. Dyer’s letters to Williams 
named persons who were committing various crimes, 
the location of certain gangs, and physical descriptions 
of various outlaws. Several of the letters concerned 
the Blackstone Switch robbery, for which Dyer him-
self was on trial, in which he had supplied names of 
suspects and their probable locations. The trial began 
March 21, 1898, and after four days of hearing testi-
mony from 52 witnesses, the jury acquitted Jim Dyer.44

Politicians and the Cook Gang

The violence of the Cook gang continued. Efforts 
to capture the outlaws were ineffective, and anxiety 
brought on by their crimes was felt outside the Indian 
Territory, too, because of attacks on the U.S. mail, 
passenger trains, and merchants. While a part of the 
problem in stopping the outlaws concerned the mat-
ter of judicial jurisdiction, the U.S. marshals were 
frustrated because of insufficient funds for extensive 
campaigns against the outlaws. In almost every piece 
of correspondence relating the urgency of capturing 
the Cook gang, the final concerns were that expenses 
“need to be kept to a minimum,” and that the “govern-
ment needed to provide more money to clean out the 
lawless element.” Both the U.S. government and the 
Indian nations were blamed for not stopping the vio-
lence. Some critics thought that the attempt of the U.S. 
to establish laws and courts among a people “too igno-
rant to understand or comprehend right from wrong 
and too indolent and indifferent to enforce anything 
but mob law” had worked only to protect the outlaws.45

However, many of the Indian leaders suggested 
that the violence continued because the U.S. had 

allowed white traders to establish businesses in or 
on the borders of the Indian Territory. The Cherokee 
Advocate angrily reported that citizens of the United 
States at Ft. Smith, Arkansas, had benefited greatly 
from trade with the Cherokees. If the trade were 
to continue, the Ft. Smith merchants and citizens 
needed to stop criticizing the Indians for the violence 
and commit funds necessary to capture the outlaws. 
On every possible occasion, “these gimlet- headed 
dudes, who know more about Hades than the Indi-
ans, take a delight in abusing the people of the Terri-
tory,” the Cherokee Advocate argued, adding “There 
is no denying the fact that outlawry exists in a certain 
degree in this Territory, but no more than in Arkansas 
and the town of Ft. Smith.” It was suggested that two 
noncitizens to one Indian had committed crimes in 
the Indian Territory, and that merchants of Ft. Smith 
had for years reaped a harvest of trade from the Indi-
ans. “To return this kindness with abuse,” the article 
concluded, “is unkind and unjust. The only way Bill 
Cook and his gang can be exterminated is for Mar-
shal Crump to commission the Ft. Smith (AR) Times 
and News editors and send them forth. Upon hearing 
of these two brave men on the trail of the bandits, Bill 
will start for Ft. Smith and surrender.”46

The newspaper exchange continued. The Chero-
kee Advocate printed a letter from John W. Sharp, a 
council member of the Illinois District of the Chero-
kee Nation. Sharp charged, “If ever there was a town, 
whose citizens were drawn out of the kinks by the 
Cherokee people, it was the citizens of Ft. Smith.” 
The Ft. Smith Times reported that Indians had not 
made good jurors or police officers. Sharp believed 
the Cook gang should be stopped but the fault should 
not have been altogether charged to the Indian 
authorities. He compared a recent train robbery in 
Missouri and a bold bank robbery in Kansas with 
acts of violence in the Cherokee Nation. He argued 
that “gimlet- headed editors of the Ft. Smith papers 
do more to keep back the trade of our people and 
the Ft. Smith merchants than all the deputy marshals 
combined.” It had been easy to sit at Ft. Smith, 100 
miles from the field of operations, Sharp added, and 
cry, “Why don’t the Cook gang be exterminated?” He 
concluded, if the U.S. deputy marshals were the only 
authorities left to wipe out Cook and his gang, “Why 
don’t they do it? When one of our citizens happens to 
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introduce a pint of whiskey and is found out, four or 
five deputy marshals break their necks to see who is 
the first that will drag him to Ft. Smith.”47

The Cherokees compared the U.S. marshals and 
the Cook gang of outlaws with a free enterprise sys-
tem. They said the “Cook Industry” had provided 
jobs for the U.S. marshals. The Cherokees admitted 
that the deputy marshals were brave and daily risked 
their lives capturing “desperate characters, but the 
marshals must make a living.” The marshals received 
$2 a day and mileage for making arrests. One Chero-
kee added, “When the Cook industry is at its height, 
the number of marshals is increased. They scour the 
country in squads. The greater the number of out-
rages reported, the more marshals are required. The 
expenses grow. Witnesses must be summoned, costs 
must be collected, etc., and the result is that at the end 
of the year, the clerk of the U.S. Court in Muskogee 
figures up a net income of about $22,000 for him-
self.” And so, the newspaper controversy went.

In late 1894, the Dawes Indian Commissioners 
met with Oklahoma Territory Governor William C. 
Renfrow and Missouri and Arkansas senators to dis-
cuss the lawlessness. Treaties between the U.S. gov-
ernment and the Indian tribes had provided no quick 
solutions to the problem. The group leveled a number 
of complaints. Philosophically, they agreed to seek 
legislation that would give them the proper author-
ity needed to combat the outlaws, but “tribal govern-
ments and courts had done little more than organize 
and legalize systems of robbery and plundering.” 
For many years, the commissioners argued, no tribal 
administration had been free from the arbitrary plun-
dering, and the influence of “squaw men” had contin-
uously been that of lawlessness. Allotment of lands 
and settlement of the surplus lands by whites meant 
the destruction of the enormous special privileges 
enjoyed by outlaws and “squaw men.”48

The U.S. authorities continued trying to solicit 
assistance of the Indian citizens in capturing the out-
laws. On November 17, Indian agent Dew Wisdom 
had written Cherokee Chief Harris, “Should any 
Indian citizen kill an outlaw, or person supposed to 
be an outlaw, that Indian citizen would be protected.” 
Creek Chief Legus C. Perryman offered the Cher-
okees the privilege of crossing over into the Creek 
Nation if they were in pursuit of outlaws. Harris 

dispatched seven Cherokee policemen to Muskogee 
in case the Cook gang might strike there. The authori-
ties were hoping that Indians, who up to this time had 
been reluctant to arrest white men, might no longer 
be afraid to kill or capture non- Indians.49

In the midst of the political discussions about the 
Cook gang, a new scheme was introduced to capture 
the outlaws. Captain Oliver of San Francisco, the man-
ager of a detective agency, had indicated an interest in 
contracting to capture the Cook gang. The detective 
agency had been used satisfactorily a number of times 
in California and had recently captured three men in 
Oklahoma Territory who were wanted in California. 
The detective agency agreed to capture up to five 
members of the gang for a $10,000 reward, or $2,000 
for each outlaw. No action was taken on the proposal.50

To this time, the authorities had had no success 
in capturing the notorious gang leader, Bill Cook. 
However, following the Missouri Pacific robbery at 
the Coretta Siding, Cherokee Chief Harris offered a 
$500 reward for the arrest of Cook. The reward, pub-
lished in the Cherokee Advocate, hoped to persuade 
those who had protected the gang to assist in cap-
turing Cook. Cook was wanted in connection with 
the June 17 murder of posse- man Sequoyah Hous-
ton. The U.S. Marshal’s office issued a warrant for 
the arrest of Bill Cook, Cherokee Bill, James French, 
James Turner, and Bill McElijah.51

U.S. deputy marshals continued searching for 
Cook. Chief Harris assigned his Indian police to one 
posse. The combined force of U.S. marshals, Chero-
kee Indian police, Creek Light Horsemen, and special 
railway and express company agents was exaggerated 
in the newspapers at “500 to 600 men.” The Pacific 
Express Company and the Missouri Pacific Railway 
each announced $500 rewards for members of the 
Cook gang.

The U.S. government announced a $300 reward 
for each member of the gang brought in dead 
or alive. U.S. Marshal Crump distributed 5,000 
wanted- posters, announcing an additional $250 
reward for the leader of the gang. U.S. deputy mar-
shals were barred from receiving the reward because 
the government wanted to turn the Cherokee and 
Creek settlers against the outlaws. The government 
wanted- posters included the following names: Bill 
Cook, Cherokee Bill, Buck Wightman alias “Bitter 
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Creek,” Columbus Means, “Skeeter,” James French, 
Samuel Brown, Perry Brown, Thomas Quarles, Joe 
Jennings, Charles Clifton, George Newton, “Slaugh-
ter Kid,” and Bill Doolin. Several names appeared 
on the wanted- posters that had not been mentioned 
previously as members of the Cook gang. Special 
trains were used to transport the authorities to vari-
ous points in the Indian Territory where gang mem-
bers were suspected of hiding. However, some of the 
agents dispatched to the field had no horses or equip-
ment and were of little benefit in the search. Besides 
murder and robbery, the gang had been charged with 
interfering with U.S. mail and interstate commerce.52

Newspapers continued reporting frequent sight-
ings of the Cook gang. The New York Times stated 
that a posse of 100 men had located the gang but 
gave no details, while another reported the gang had 
passed through Okmulgee. And a few days later, 
five men thought at first to be members of the Cook 
gang were captured after a gunfight with U.S. deputy 
marshals between Wagoner and Muskogee. Those 
arrested as members of the Cook gang included 
Joseph Johnson, Moses Price, Dick Reynolds, Jim 
Bates, and Lon Perry.53

On October 26, Indian Agent Dew Wisdom of Musk-
ogee warned, “The Cook gang of outlaws in force is 
camped at Gibson Station eight miles from here on the 
Missouri, Kansas, and Texas Road. It is believed that 
another hold- up is contemplated.” Wisdom informed 
Indian agents that his own police force was inadequate 
to meet the emergency, and U.S. Marshal Crump at Ft. 
Smith, Arkansas, had no funds to keep posses “in the 
field for the campaign.” Wisdom felt the situation was 
“desperate . . . business is suspended and private indi-
viduals are robbed every day and night.” He urged the 
Indian agent to protect citizens of the United States, 
who were lawful residents of the Indian Territory. Wis-
dom concluded that licensed traders were suffering 
because of the suspense, and that the “state of seize 
must be broken and something done to save life and 
property.” The telegram was referred to the Secretary 
of the Interior and to the Secretary of War requesting 
military troops. However, no authority existed to use 
troops to track down criminals, unless members of the 
Cook gang were “white intruders.” Most members of 
the Cook gang were Indians or Negro freedmen and 
members of the local Indian tribes.54

The violence of the Cook gang continued. On 
November 4, Samuel J. Dunlap, postmaster at Red 
Fork, was robbed. One outlaw shot Dunlap, while 
robbers looted Dunlap’s store and the local post office. 
U.S. deputy marshals were immediately dispatched. 
After several days of intensive searching, the gang was 
located near Sasakwa, where two officers were killed 
and one of the outlaws was wounded. Speculation was 
that Bill Cook had been wounded from two gunshots 
to his hip and that authorities had been tracking Cook 
by “tracing castaway bloody bandages.” This account, 
of course, was inaccurate. Several newspapers even 
reported that Bill Cook was dead, while others 
reported citizens at Muskogee were offering a $1,500 
reward for the outlaw leader and 5,000 (dead or alive) 
wanted posters were being distributed.55

While politicians and authorities debated the law-
lessness, newspapers began reporting the Cook gang 
had separated into smaller groups and continued their 
terror. Without regard, any person arrested was imme-
diately charged with being a member of the notorious 
gang. The media printed numerous warnings that on 
a certain day the gang would attack the City of Musk-
ogee, but those attacks never occurred. Instead of an 
attack, rumors of impending danger spread through-
out the Indian Territory. Frequently, businesses would 
close, and banks locked up their money and sought 
safety for their employees. Indian police remained 
vigilant, ready to go after the outlaws if an attack 
occurred. Still there was no reprieve. One report from 
Muskogee indicated that a fight was in progress with 
the Cooks, and that same day the outlaws were pre-
paring to attack Muskogee. But again, the attack never 
occurred. Instead, a poor traveler was robbed of his 
valuables, his eldest daughter was outraged, and one 
of his horses was taken by the outlaws.56

The gang was reported to have robbed the Farm-
ers and Merchants Bank at Hennessey, a considerable 
distance from Muskogee. Outlaws had taken $1,300 
in the December 11 robbery. After the robbery, there 
were several reports that Bill Cook, posing as Char-
ley Thomas, had been captured.57

Despite all the efforts to quash the Cook gang, the 
road between Ft. Gibson and Tahlequah was the scene 
of frequent robberies. Lone travelers were especially 
at the mercy of the desperadoes along the road. On 
October 25, three salesmen were robbed during the 
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same day. The first, James Wood, a representative of 
Shibley Wood Wholesale Grocery Company of Van 
Buren, Arkansas, was robbed of his money and watch 
near Manard. Later that day, robbers held up S. B. 
Mitting of the Doughery- Crouch Drug Company and 
L. A. Wakefield, a salesman for the Jacob C. Dold 
Packing Company of Kansas City. No effort was 
taken to field a posse because there were no leads. 
The New York Times reported that the Cooks had 
compelled laborers in the cotton fields near Ft. Gib-
son to hand over their valuables, but this was unlikely 
since Cook knew many of the Indian farmers who 
had given the gang food and horses.58

On one occasion, Bill Cook, Cherokee Bill, and 
Dynamite Jack happened onto several cowboys who 
were driving cattle to Red Fork for shipment. Instead 
of stealing the cattle and robbing the cowboys, Cook 

and the other men helped pen the cattle. When the 
men engaged in conversation, the cattlemen told 
Cook to “Stand trial and square himself before he 
killed anyone.” Cook replied that he was reluctant to 
risk surrendering as he feared the outcome.59 

Newspaper accounts about Bill Cook continued. 
On December 24, a message alleged to have been 
sent by Bill Cook, was delivered to U.S. Marshal 
James J. McAlester at Muskogee. But it seems likely 
that many reports were only whimsical journalistic 
embellishments.60

Toward the end of 1894, Thurman “Skeeter” Bald-
win, William Farris, Charles Turner, and Jesse Snyder 
were arrested in Texas. U.S. deputy marshals William 
Ellis and Bill Smith, G. T. Simpson of the Wells Fargo 
Company, and four Texas Rangers accompanied the 
prisoners back to Ft. Smith, Arkansas. Those arrested 
pleaded guilty to the December 2 McDermott Store 
and post office robbery near Okemah in the Creek 
Nation. Judge Isaac Parker sentenced Thurman 
“Skeeter” Baldwin (to 30 years), Jesse Snyder (to 20 
years), and Will Farris (to 20 years) to imprisonment 
at the Detroit House of Corrections.61

These men, along with Elmer Lucas and Curtis 
Deason of the gang who had been captured previ-
ously, were removed to the Detroit House of Cor-
rections. In 1902, Baldwin asked for a pardon, his 
sentence was commuted to 10 years, and he was 
released from prison.62

On November 6, 1894, a Little Rock, Arkansas, 
newspaper reported what it considered to be the 
most outrageous crime any of the Cook gang had 
committed. The reporter wrote, “The Cook gang, 
tiring of robbing trains, stations, and travelers, are 
now committing the most fiendish crimes, that of 
assaulting young girls outside Oolagah, a small town 
on the Missouri Pacific Railway, ten miles north of 
Claremore. The outlaws compelled several girls to 
go ‘behind the bushes with them’ where they were 
repeatedly assaulted.” The reporter added, “After sat-
isfying their lust, the devils in human forms mounted 
their horses and rode away, leaving their victims in 
a most critical condition. It was several hours before 
one of the girls recovered and went to town and 
gave the alarm.” A posse failed to locate the assail-
ants, one of whom the girls identified as Jim French. 
The twenty- two- year- old French was described as 

Judge Isaac C. Parker [a.k.a. “The Hanging Judge”]. In Har-
man, S. W. Hell on the Border: He Hanged Eighty-eight Men. 
Ft. Smith, AR: Phoenix Publishing Co., 1898. Public domain.
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“half- Cherokee- half- white and one of the handsom-
est and best educated men in the [Cherokee] Nation.” 
The posse vowed to kill Jim French.63 

Capture and Conviction of Bill Cook

Toward the end of December 1894, reports were that 
Bill Cook had gone to Mexico to begin life under an 
assumed name. Sheriffs T. D. Love of Burden County, 
Texas, and Charles C. Perry of Chaves County, New 
Mexico, were tracking horse thieves when they dis-
covered Bill Cook and Jim (Jack) Turner camping at 
an abandoned ranch in the Texas Panhandle, but the 
authorities did not recognize Bill Cook. Two days 
later, a dispatch from the Texas Rangers warned that 
Bill Cook might be heading toward Texas. Sheriff 
Love returned to the ranch where he and Perry had 
seen the man thought to be Cook, but the men had 
left. Love notified his commander that he wanted to 
continue the search for Cook, and that he and Perry 
might catch Cook since the outlaw probably did not 
realize anyone was on his trail.64

As Love and Perry tracked Cook, they noticed 
that Cook had stayed away from towns, ranches, 
and camps during the first 400 miles. After that, 
Cook stayed at two ranches where he received food 
for himself and his horse. At one ranch, Cook gave 
a cowboy some cartridges, saying he no longer had 
any use for the shells because he had lost his rifle. 
Cook was using the alias, John Mayfield. The offi-
cers trailed Cook to an area near Four Lakes, but tem-
porarily lost his trail. When they discovered Cook’s 
trail again, Cook’s horse had lost a shoe and chipped 
a corner of the hoof. From that point, trailing Cook 
even in heavily traveled places was easier.

On January 6, 1895, Cook stopped outside Ros-
well, New Mexico, where he left one of his horses 
in a pasture. He intended to return in a few days for 
the horse but Cook stayed in Roswell for one day and 
left without the horse. In Roswell, he used the alias, 
John Williams. Cook saw several Texas Rangers that 
day in Roswell, but he was not recognized. The two 
sheriffs identified the horse Cook had left behind as 
one they had seen previously at the ranch in Texas.65

The lawmen waited for Cook, but he did not 
return. The officers then headed 30 miles west to a 
settlement known as “The Cedars.” From there, they 
traveled through a region known as the “Capitan,” 

an extremely rough area in eastern New Mexico. On 
January 10, the officers stopped at the Yates Ranch 
where they discovered Cook. Early the next morning 
as Bill Cook was doing chores, the officers captured 
Bill Cook without a fight.66

Cook admitted his true identity and spoke freely 
with the officers about his past. Cook informed report-
ers that he did not think he had been a bad man, claim-
ing that he had never “robbed a poor man unless he 
needed his horse or his money; that he had never killed 
anybody except in a fight; that he had done all his 
work on the open highway; that he hadn’t done half 
the things he was accused of; and that he was ‘out of a 
gun’ when surprised on the ranch.” Besides, Bill Cook 
added, he “was preparing to reform when captured, 
and to quit the freebooting business,” and if he “lived 
to get out [out of jail],” he planned to do better.67

Cook was handcuffed and strapped onto his horse 
during the trip back to Roswell. One officer led 
Cook’s horse and the other guarded him with his rifle. 
At Roswell, Bill Cook acknowledged that when he 
was captured, he was on his way to Mexico where 
he meant to quit the “highway business.” He added, 
“The officers have me and will take me back to where 
I am known and there is no use to deny it, but don’t 
give me Hell like the other fellows have, for I have 
not committed half the crimes that are charged to 
me.” The outlaw denied that his brother Jim had ever 
been connected with any train robberies—the Rock 
Island, Texas Pacific, or Santa Fe hold- ups—but that 
he had helped rob the “Frisco [depot] at Red Fork last 
July. Five other boys were with me.” He also denied 
any involvement with “bank robberies. I was not in 
but one robbery, and if indicted for that under the 
name of Bill Cook, I will plead guilty.” News reports 
suggested that Cook would now be unable to “shoot 
behind the bars or relieve a poor man of his horse or 
things, or give chase to the Indian police, or dodge 
the U.S. marshals, or get a drink of ‘forty- rod’ whis-
key, or ravage the settlements, or kill anybody.”68

Cook was taken first to Santa Fe for identification by 
Oklahoma authorities and then by train through Robin-
son, New Mexico, where he was seen under the guard 
of three officers, including Sheriff Perry of Chavez 
County, New Mexico; Sheriff McMurray of Mitch-
ell County; and Sheriff Tom Love of Border County, 
Texas. The amount of reward for apprehending Bill 
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Cook had been exaggerated at $15,000. At Ft. Worth, 
a crowd turned out, hoping for a glimpse of the noto-
rious prisoner. When he arrived at Ft. Smith, Arkan-
sas, on January 22, he was again met by another large 
crowd of spectators. Cook had a reported 1,428 peo-
ple visiting the Ft. Smith jail, hoping to get a glimpse 
of the notorious criminal. His dark- haired sweetheart, 
Martha Pittman, visited him on two occasions. Cook 
was placed in a cell with Henry Starr and the two kept 
busy playing “draw poker.” Those who saw Cook 
at Ft. Worth and Ft. Smith were disappointed when 
they discovered that Cook was “nothing more than an 
awkward- looking cowboy” and not at all what they 
had expected. Judge Isaac C. Parker, of the Eighth 
Circuit Court for the Western District of Arkansas, 
arraigned Cook in federal court on 12 counts. Cook 
pleaded not guilty as charged.69

At trial, the outlaw’s attorneys J. Warren Reed and 
Thomas H. Barnes made little defense to the charges 
against Cook. Before a packed courtroom, he was 
convicted of robbing the Wells Fargo express and the 
St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad at Red Fork on 
July 18, 1894, and he was sentenced on February 12, 
1895, to 45 years at the Albany Penitentiary in New 
York. As sentence was passed, the former outlaw 
appeared unconcerned. 

In a single year, Bill Cook had become infamous, 
reported nationwide by newspaper reporters who 
extolled his shocking deeds and agreed that Cook 
“deserves the fate which has at last overtaken him.” 
One reporter stated, “It is a consolation to know that 
he will do more honest work within the next year than 
he has before in his entire lifetime,” while another 
reporter commented, “Such sentences will soon make 
the business of train robbing unpopular.” Following 
his sentencing, Bill Cook informed one reporter that 
he wanted to repent, but the reporter argued, “To this 
time there should be no objection, but the average hon-
est man will suggest that his repentance should imme-
diately precede his early death—on the scaffold.”70

On May 4, 1895, Cook and 20 other convicts 
arrived at the federal prison at Albany, New York, their 
arrival announced in dozens of newspapers across the 
country. Once at the Albany Penitentiary, Bill Cook 
was assigned to work in the shirt factory where his 
assignment was to cut waistbands. Authorities at the 
prison, who reported Cook willingly conformed to 

rules, noted: “Ordinary youth, stolid even in the verge 
of stupidity whose achievements have been largely in 
the imagination of the Indian Territory marshals and 
western newspaper writers who have pictured him in 
places he never visited doing deeds he had no nerve to 
perform. He is a very commonplace criminal.” Other 
newspapers reported Cook became a model prisoner.71

On March 15, 1897, it was announced that Bill 
Cook had become a trusty and earned the privilege of 
going about the prison unguarded. But, as his health 
began failing, the prison physician diagnosed Cook’s 
health as terminal, and until his death he was allowed 
the choice of reporting to work in the shirt factory 
or remaining in his cell. He died of consumption on 
February 7, 1900.72

Bill Cook’s pistol was later displayed at the Ding-
man Mercantile Company in Muskogee. It attracted 
considerable attention, and rumors were that the pis-
tol was somehow different from others. It was just 
a Colt .45 caliber, short- barrel, bone- handled, but 
with an American eagle engraved on one side and 
“Sir William’s initials carved on the butt.” Newspa-
per accounts of the capture, arrest, arraignment, trial, 
incarceration, and death of Bill Cook had appeared 
in excess of 100 newspapers across the country. 
Thus, ended a colorful chapter in the pageantry of the 
American West.73
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“A Wondrous, Free Life This”
The Texas Adventures of Elliott Roosevelt

Bruce Cammack

Saturday, December 9, 1876, was no day to be out-
side in Manhattan. By evening the furious gales that 
continued to blast the city had all but emptied the 
normally thronging streets. But even this put little 
damper on the gay bustle at one mansion on west 
57th street. For Martha Roosevelt dearly loved the 
swirling activities of the holiday season as much 
as her four children, Anna, Theodore, Elliott, and 
Corinne, even if she did not concern herself over 
such mundane tasks as bill paying. These largely 
fell to her husband, Theodore senior, whose skills as 
an investment banker were often put to this double 
duty. Added to this were new responsibilities that 
had increasingly required methodical and thorough 
planning. Looming less than a week away was the 
scheduled departure of their second son, Elliott, on a 
five- month hunting trip to Texas.

Theodore’s urgency was somewhat mitigated 
as Elliott had already been on two extended excur-
sions. But this time Theodore did not have the able 

assistance of Dr. John Metcalfe, the Roosevelt family 
doctor, who, along with his wife, had twice chaper-
oned Elliott. This time, in fact, his guardian was to 
be Elliott’s first cousin, John Ellis Roosevelt, or Jack 
as his family called him. Since he was only sixteen, 
Elliott still needed someone to accompany him, even 
if this someone was himself just twenty- three years 
old. The relatively tender age of Elliott’s traveling 
companion aside, it would appear that there was lit-
tle to be anxious about. After all, this venture was 
going to cover similar territory as Elliott’s first sport-
ing trip to Texas taken almost exactly a year earlier. 
On that journey, Elliott and Dr. and Mrs. Metcalfe 
had traveled by train to Houston, down to Galveston, 
then on to Austin. The next leg was by stage to San 
Antonio, where, by chance, Elliott had met up with 
General Henry Boynton Clitz, a family friend and the 
commander at Fort McKavett, an Army post out in 
Menard County. Invited to accompany him back to 
the Fort, Elliott spent well over a month under the 
watchful care of the general and his staff, hunting and 
fishing to his heart’s content. Returning to San Anto-
nio, Elliott’s trip home took him back to Houston, 
and from there on to New Orleans, Atlanta, and then 
up the East Coast to New York. 

However, the diary that Elliott kept during both his 
Texas sojourns reveals that he had witnessed more 
than a taste of frontier violence: January 4, 1876, Pal-
estine, Texas: “. . . a man was shot in a row [fight].” 
January 8, Houston: “A row under my window . . . 
ended in the murder of a poor black fellow.” Janu-
ary 13, Galveston: “Saw . . . a poor chap with abdo-
men cut open.” January 25, Austin: “This evening a 
famous desperado was shot . . . by the sheriff.” Janu-
ary 30, San Antonio: “. . . went to a mexican [sic] fan-
dango and had the pleasure of seeing what jealousy 

The opulent library of the Roosevelt mansion. Theodore Roos-
evelt Collection. Houghton Library, Harvard University.
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will do. The woman died.” February 3, Mason: “Fel-
low had been shot but a short while. . . .” February 
5, village outside of Fort McKavett: “. . . saw a poor 
chap just shot.” Whether or not Elliott relayed all this 
to his parents is perhaps a moot point. They had to 
have known that they were putting their son again in 
harm’s way. So, what could their motives have been? 
There is little doubt that Elliott’s father, a strong 
advocate of muscular Christianity, played a promi-
nent role in the decision. In addition, Theodore might 
have wanted his son to at least taste some of the dan-
gers and hardships he himself had never experienced. 
Although his family had lived in New York City for 
generations and he himself was a stalwart Unionist, 
he had nevertheless acquiesced to Martha, a southern 
belle, and had not served militarily in the Civil War. 
She, on the other hand, still felt at liberty to extol to 
her children heroic tales about her side of the family. 
This included her two brothers, both of whom had 
fought in the Confederate Navy. 

Then there was the popular reading material that 
was marketed to boys and young men, which both 
Elliott and his two- year older brother Theodore 
devoured. This included the works of such authors 
as Mayne Reid, who described his books as “juve-
nile tales of adventure.” In one of them, The Boy 
Hunters, or Adventures in Search of a White Buffalo, 
three young brothers venture out to Texas to obtain 
the pelt of an albino American bison for their father. 
The eldest, Basil, is described as “. . . ‘a mighty 
hunter’. He is more fond of the chase than of ought 
else. He loves hunting for itself, and delights in its 
dangers. . . . His ambition is not now to be satisfied 
with any thing [sic] less exciting than a panther, bear, 
or buffalo hunt.”

Although child mortality rates during the late- 
nineteenth century were in sharp decline, some 20 
percent of all American children still died before the 
age of five. While the family’s affluence certainly sig-
nificantly reduced their vulnerability, Theodore and 
Martha were nevertheless gravely concerned about 
their children’s physical and mental well- being. Their 
elder son had since infancy suffered from asthma 
severe enough foretell a life lived as an invalid. But 
neither son nor father had been content with such 
a prospect and Theodore had eagerly embraced 
his father’s challenge to adopt a strenuous exercise 

program designed to strengthen his body. While his 
ultimate triumph had given him sufficient reason to 
be genuinely proud of his accomplishment, it as well 
produced a general insensitivity to those who were 
unable or unwilling to master their own weaknesses. 

However, as Theodore improved himself, Elliott 
declined, being suddenly incapacitated with debil-
itating headaches. In the fall of 1875, he had to 
abandon his course of study at a prestigious board-
ing school. There is no record of his precise illness. 
However, Elliott was probably diagnosed with a late- 
nineteenth century catch- all condition called neuras-
thenia. An affliction of the privileged, neurasthenia 
was perceived as the negative manifestation of an 
active, competitive person being confronted by the 

Front cover of an 1876 dime novel. The bear-hunter, or, Davy 
Crockett as a spy, Beadle’s new dime novels. April 4, 1876. 
Courtesy Johannsen Collection. Rare Books and Special Collec-
tions, Northern Illinois University.
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complexities of a world that was increasingly more 
urban and complex. Doctors often ordered women so 
identified to endure weeks of solitary bed rest, while 
encouraging men to exert themselves in such vigor-
ous outdoor activities as hunting, fishing, and camp-
ing. All of this fits into why the family physician had 
been retained to take Elliott to Florida for several 
months earlier that year, and why he had later also 
accompanied him to Texas. 

Elliott must now have been regarded as being 
healthy and mature enough to go on a lengthy trip 
with someone only a few years older than he. So on 
December 15, Elliott, Jack, and their two dogs left 
New York on the 6:10 P.M. sleeper train for St. Louis. 
It was then that Elliott began the second installment 
of what his brother later described as “a very brief 
diary, the entries being fairly startling from their 

conciseness.” After a change of trains, they arrived 
in Dallas on the 19th, where they first familiarized 
themselves with the town that boasted of a population 
of 17,000. The next scheduled order of business was 
to secure a wagon and team to take them down to 
Waxahachie. Then, on the evening of the 22nd, calling 
cards were brought up to the hotel room where Jack 
and Elliott were enjoying a quiet smoke. Soon they 
were joined by four young men, Andrew Jameson, 
Harry and Ed OBeirne, and Charles Moore. Jameson, 
of the Irish whiskey family, had just returned from 
a lengthy outing during which he had both hunted 
to his heart’s content, and played a part in an unsuc-
cessful attempt to establish a cattle ranch. The tales 
with which he regaled the group until late in the night 
included descriptions of how he had shot himself in 
the leg and nearly blown his hand off when his gun 
malfunctioned. Enthralled by his recounting, Elliott 
and Jack decided to abandon all the careful prepara-
tions that had been made on their behalf. “We talked 
until very late,” Elliott wrote in his diary, “& came to 
the conclusion we would all go out west together.” 

Their party grew to eight with the addition of two 
more likeminded adventurers, George Saville and 
Waldemar Malcolmson. The oldest in the group, Mal-
colmson had fought in the Civil War and had been 
one of Maximilian’s bodyguards in Mexico. Between 
Christmas and New Year’s celebrations they acquired 
the necessary gear and supplies, which included two 
wagons, along with eight draft and six saddle horses. 
Leaving Dallas on January 2, they reached Fort Worth 
by the 5th, and Weatherford on the 8th. En route they 
hunted, and the further West they traveled the more 
the small game such as quail and prairie chickens was 
joined by increasing numbers of turkeys, deer, ante-
lope, and wild pigs. 

Even though Jameson had just been on this very 
same route, he, along with several others, still wan-
dered off from the group, often for days at a time. 
For instance, Elliott and Ed OBeirne arrived in Gra-
ham on January 12, a day later than everyone else 
besides Saville. Tracking down his makeshift camp 
took them another day. There were other indications 
of just how undisciplined they were: Whatever funds 
they had started out with were already spent, forcing 
them to trade their wild game for such commodities 
as flour and grain for their horses. 

Portrait of Elliott Roosevelt, about 1875. Corinne Robinson Al-
sop Cole Family Papers, 1853–1954. MS Am 1785.8, Houghton 
Library, Harvard University.
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Some 16 letters were waiting for Elliott in Graham 
including 2 from his younger sister, Corinne. Elliott’s 
answer to her is most revealing. Dated January 18, 
Elliott writes sprawled “before a roaring big camp 
fire,” having just returned from a late- night turkey 
hunt. Now a few miles west of Graham, in a place he 
calls “Camp of the Gap,” Elliott relates that although 
he is “listening to the panther and wolves crying and 
howling, it seems queer to think a month ago I had 
but left my own comfortable little room at home.” But 
there is no hint at homesickness here, for “It is a glo-
rious free life this and one can not [sic] help feeling 
most superbly well.” Elliott admits that he had not 
changed his clothes since he left Dallas, and that “we 
never think of ‘turning in’ with out [sic] our revolvers 
all ready under our heads.” He anticipates that they 
have “some eight days more tracking and then we will 
camp for some four weeks in a good range.”

It was about this time that the group decided to cre-
ate a weekly newspaper. Called the Vox Buffalorum, 

it would eventually see some four editions. Its puns, 
poems, and witty observations were augmented with 
hand- drawn illustrations. Absent in its pages were 
the given names of the men. These were replaced by 
nicknames, which ranged from High Ena [Hyena] 
to the Great Fighting Kangaroo Editor. Curiously 
enough, Elliott, the youngest by far of the party, was 
not only called Nell, his family’s pet name for him, 
or Nellie Darling, but was consistently referred to in 
the feminine. The men then hunted their way another 
50 miles, arriving at Fort Griffin on January 23. Now 
largely forgotten, the Fort was one of a string of mil-
itary outposts designed to protect the frontier. To its 
accompanying civilian settlement, known as Griffin 
or The Flat, came buffalo hunters to sell and trade 
both meat and hides. Thousands of hides, covering as 
much as 4 acres, often lay staked out to dry and cure, 
while others were piled in immense stacks ready for 
shipment to the East.

It was here that Wyatt Earp and Doc Holliday 
met and The Flat’s reputation for violence was well- 
deserved. On the night of January 17, less than one 
week before the arrival of Elliott’s party, two cow-
boys had, according to a contemporary newspaper 
account, “proceeded to what is called in frontier par-
lance, ‘to run the town.’” By the time it was over, 
two men were dead, another laid mortally wounded, 
and two others suffered gunshot wounds. Among 
those killed was one of the cowboys, his partner hav-
ing managed to escape. Harry OBeirne shot the first 
bison two days west of Fort Griffin. After traveling 
another 70 miles in five days, the group killed some 
20 more on the 30th. Finding themselves in a true 
hunter’s paradise, Elliott recorded in his diary for 
January 31 that they “have in camp Buffalo, Ante-
lope, deer, wild hog, turkey, duck, [prairie] chicken, 
quail, 2 kind[s of] rabbit, dove, & [wild] cat. But 
such an abundance of raw meat attracted unwelcome 
guests. “Tonight the wolves and ‘panter’ [cougar] 
are worse than we have ever had them,” reads his 
diary, “we have to hobble the horses & the dogs fight 
them all the time right in camp.” But even if their 
situation bordered on chaos, there were even more 
pressing concerns. Some 60 miles south of them 
a buffalo hunter named Marshall Sewell had been 
murdered and scalped by Quahadi Comanches, who 
had left their reservation near Fort Sill, Oklahoma 

Dated January 12, 1877, Elliot’s letter to his father relates his 
adventures so far. Courtesy Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, Hyde 
Park, NY.
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to hunt in the area. A prominent hunter, Jim White, 
informed them about it on February 1, when the 
group was encamped at the mouth of Duck Creek. 
“White gave us notice to ‘quit’. ‘Revenge,’” noted 
Elliott in his diary. It was obvious that he had given 
them two choices: either turn back or participate in 
some sort of reprisal. 

Although the men broke camp early the next morn-
ing, it was not east toward the protection of the near-
est settlement that they headed. This would have been 
Rath City, where buffalo hunters were even then con-
verging before leaving to fight what has been known 
as the Battle of Yellow House Canyon. Instead, they 
likely continued to follow what is commonly known 
as the Mackenzie Trail, whose route they had traced 
since leaving Fort Griffin, and traveled northward 
away from the incident. The next day they veered 
sharply to the southwest and Elliott’s diary for Feb-
ruary 3 states that “[we] made our permanent camp 
at the bottom of a huge cänon [sic] by a fine water 
hole.” Its exact location is unclear, but it was prob-
ably in southern Crosby County, some 40 miles east 
of present- day Lubbock. Even though they must have 
been relieved that their 300- mile journey was finally 
over, the eight men must also have been apprehensive 
as they settled in a place they intended to be their 
home for the next month.

By 1877, the mass extermination of the south-
ern bison population was nearing its end in Texas. 
Only four years earlier they had still numbered in 

the millions, and one early eyewitness recounted that 
“Buffalo, a solid herd as far as we could see, all day 
they opened up before us and came together again 
behind us.” Even though their numbers had been 
greatly reduced, an 1877 newspaper article estimated 
that the 1,500 men yet plying their deadly enterprise 
killed some 1,000 animals every day. 

The elimination of so many large animals in such 
a short time was partially due to how relatively easy 
bison were to kill. Once a herd was located, the nor-
mal practice would be for a single hunter to quietly 
approach it to within 300 or 400 yards away upwind. 

The probable route of Elliott’s hunting party. Cram’s New County and Railroad Map of Texas. Chicago: george F. Cram, 1876. 
Route drawn by Austin Allison and Bruce Cammack. 

Contemporary photograph of a Texas buffalo hunters’ camp. 
Courtesy Texas State Library and Archives.
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After shooting the lead bull, the others would not run 
off, but rather milled around, making them perfect 
targets. This was called making a stand, and an expert 
shot, armed with a large- caliber Sharps rifle designed 
just for that purpose and often equipped with a scope, 
could kill 75 to 100 in a day. 

Next began the work of the skinners, two of whom 
could keep up with an average hunter. Weighing upward 
of 80 pounds, the green hides were then stretched out 
and dried for about 9 days. Often the rest of the 1,000- 
pound carcass would be left to rot, except possibly for 
the tongue. Considered a delicacy, tongues could be 
harvested anytime, unlike those hides destined to be 
made into prized robes, which could be taken only 
when the bison were covered with their winter coats, 
roughly from November to March. Once a sufficient 
number of hides was collected, they were loaded in 
wagons pulled by upward of a dozen mules and taken 
to the nearest settlement to be sold or traded. Hides 
brought between $1 and $3.50 depending on their size 
and quality and the distance to a railroad. From there 
they were hauled to the closest rail head and shipped 
to the eastern markets. Bales of bison hides were even 
sent as far as England and Germany, where they com-
manded a high price due to their being much more 
flexible and elastic than cowhide. 

The eight men took to their new way of life imme-
diately. To be sure, some, like Elliott, Jack, and 
Jameson, were there for just the sport, while others 
were also hoping to make a profit. As it had been their 
practice during the trip out, two of the group stayed 
behind at camp, while the remaining six fanned out 
to hunt. Elliott proved to be one of their best shots, 
bringing down five pronghorns from a single posi-
tion and shooting with his Ballard rifle in quick suc-
cession two turkeys as they flew over their camp. In 
addition, he took on his share of such tasks as skin-
ning and staking out the hides, chores that his cousin 
felt were beneath him.

As Jameson had proven during his first trip, buf-
falo hunting was a dangerous occupation. On one 
occasion, Elliott and Jack were caught out in the open 
with a herd of bison stampeding toward them. With 
their sole hope being to split the group, they waited 
until the bison were in close range. Then, yelling at 
the top of their lungs, they began to shoot the ani-
mals directly in front of them. Fortunately, as these 

bison stumbled and fell, their neighbors veered off, 
creating a tight wedge around which the rest of the 
herd thundered past scarcely at arm’s length away. 
Another almost fatal incident took place when Elliott, 
alone this time, was charged by a huge bull he had 
just wounded. Barely able to reload his rifle in time, 
he missed his shot, which, fortunately, still broke one 
of the front legs of the bison, causing it to crash to the 
ground directly in front of him. 

The men’s original plan was to remain in place for 
a month. However, just about a week after they had 
arrived, someone raided their camp at night, stealing 
all the horses except for three. Given what had just 
taken place, they suspected it had been a Coman-
che raiding party. However, it was even more likely 
that other hunters were the real perpetrators. Elliott’s 
diary states that they had considered themselves “very 
fierce,” and that they had several “big” fights with 
other camps. Beyond young men simply acting rashly, 
this aggression could as well have been a result of the 
intense competition over a dwindling supply of mar-
ketable animals. The groups’ dogs might also have 
been to blame, as the account of another hunter indi-
cated that they had harassed the herds, causing them 
to move rather than make a stand. The eight were now 
forced to break camp three weeks early. Abandoning 
one of their wagons, they loaded the few hides they 
had on the other and began the 140 mile walk back 
to Fort Griffin. Elliott’s diary suggests their plight. 
“Trails bad- freezing night no water. . . .” he writes 
on February 19. The next day was no better. “Again 

Frederick Remington’s 1889 depiction of Elliott and Jack split-
ting the herd of buffalo. Courtesy Bruce Cammack.
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only mud no water freezing hard . . . Fright ful [sic] 
thirst.” Stealing from camps they came across, they 
finally arrived at Fort Griffin on February 22. Their 
safe return was enthusiastically celebrated. “Grand 
night with the boys,” reads Elliott’s diary, “Money 
bred [sic] & whiskey—what more do you want.” 

Now with fresh horses and supplies, Elliott and 
Jack, along with most of the others, headed to Gra-
ham en route to Dallas. Reaching Weatherford on 
February 28, they observed Elliott’s 17th birthday, 
with, as he writes, “song, yarns, & punch.” On the 
same date Elliott also entered a cryptic diary mes-
sage. “Dryed [sic] by Flannigans [sic] fire. Ella New-
ton rasins [sic] soft hands & I am married by Jack.” 
One plausible explanation is that Elliott’s cousin 
hired a prostitute named Ella Newton as part of his 
birthday celebration. Interesting enough, Flannigan’s 
does not appear in an 1877 directory of Weatherford, 
perhaps due to the nature of its business. They made 
Dallas on March 2, where there was some confusion 
among the locals as to what to make of Elliott. “Am 

taken for Buffalo hunter & skinner,” reads his diary, 
“& an English Lord.” After so many days on the 
frontier, Elliott seems equally confused about what 
to now make of himself. “Feel dirty & odd,” he dis-
closes in his diary. His problems of transitioning back 
to his former life do not go away even after he washes 
and changes clothes. “Bath, shave & dress. dont [sic] 
know my self [sic] & Jack is disguised.”

On March 5, two months behind schedule, Elliott 
and Jack left Dallas finally bound for Waxahachie. 
They next took the train for San Antonio by way of 
Houston, where they stayed two weeks before head-
ing out to Fort McKavett. Even though their time 
there was highlighted by three lengthy hunts, Elliott 
suggests in a letter home that his preferences would 
still be for the excitement and adventure he had just 
experienced. “A lazy, loafing pleasant life it is. Not 
quite as much to my taste as roughing it on the prairie 
but very restful. . . .” Remaining at the Fort until the 
first part of May, they spent another week in San Anto-
nio before taking the train to St. Louis and from there 

Main Street looking east from the old courthouse at Houston Street, Dallas, Texas, ca. 1875. George A. McAfee Collection, 
 DeGolyer Library, Central University Libraries, Southern Methodist University, Dallas, TX.
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back to New York and home. Elliott now regaled both 
family and friends with tales of his Texas exploits. 
Theodore, away at Harvard and already jealous of 
Elliott for his riding and shooting abilities, had some-
thing new to be envious of: his younger brother was 
no longer the sickly boy who had left New York less 
than six months earlier, but had matured into a young 
man. While in Graham during his return to Dallas, 
Elliott had written their father that the hardships he 
had just endured had “taught me a great many things 
Sir, among them that a fellow of seventeen can walk 
from fifteen to thirty miles a day for eight days on a 
pint of cold beans & plenty of fresh meat & in the 
 evening roll himself up in his blanket & sleep as 
soundly as on a feather bed.” With all his worrisome 
symptoms a distant memory, Elliott was in robust 
health and high spirits. Confident that Texas had done 
the same for him as what his brother’s almost mania-
cal exercise regime had done for him, he began mak-
ing plans for a promising future. 

The sudden death of their father in February 1878 
was a major shock for both Theodore and Elliott, and 
each of them reacted in entirely different ways. As 
for Theodore, he assiduously focused on his stud-
ies. However, Elliott responded in the opposite man-
ner. Now unable or unwilling to take on any kind of 
real responsibility, Elliott’s substantial inheritance 
enabled him to indulge himself in the lifestyle of a 
socialite playboy. 

The year 1880 was a watershed for the 22- year- old 
Theodore, bringing with it two major accomplish-
ments: his graduation from Harvard and his marriage 
to Alice Lee. In contrast, for Elliott, it meant embark-
ing on a 16- month expedition to India in search of 
big game. For both of them it also entailed an early 
fall hunting trip to Iowa and Wisconsin. As it turned 
out, it would be the last time the two brothers felt 
close enough to enjoy each other’s company over an 
extended period. During a break in Chicago from their 
hunt, Theodore wrote Corrinne a telling letter. Elliott 
was apparently no longer the rough and ready out-
doorsman he had been in Texas just three years ear-
lier. “Elliott revels in the change to civilization—and 
epicurean pleasures,” Theodore writes. Despite their 
animated and amusing tone, his words conveyed an 
ominous portent for his brother. Theodore discloses 
that these epicurean pleasures had included not only 

a very hearty dinner, but that during the course of the 
day the 20 year old Elliott had consumed some nine 
different alcoholic beverages: Ale, milk punch, mint 
julep, brandy smash, sherry, bitters, beer, claret, and 
shandygaff. 

The year 1883 proved pivotal for both brothers 
as well. Seen by many as one of the most eligible 
bachelors of New York, Elliott married another prom-
inent social figure, Anna Hall. Together they became 
the toast of the town. His brother’s accomplish-
ments were of a different vein, and more substantial. 
Elected a member of the New York State Assembly, 
Theodore also saw his work, The Naval War of 1812, 
published to great acclaim. Somehow he also found 
time to trek to the Badlands of North Dakota. There 
he proved more than the equal of his brother. After 
killing his own bison, he did something Elliott had 
only dreamed about: He bought his own ranch. 

Elliott and Theodore Roosevelt, in hunting gear. Cabinet card, 
H. Rocher, Chicago, IL. ca. 1880. Theodore Roosevelt Collec-
tion. Houghton Library, Harvard University. 
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Already a successful politician, Theodore would 
return again and again to the West, striving in part to 
overcome the liabilities of being seen as just another 
privileged member of the Eastern establishment. Many 
scholars acknowledge that his actions to recreate him-
self as the consummate adventurer, which included 
the oft- repeated saga of the Rough Riders and San 
Juan Hill, played a crucial role in his successful 1904 
White House bid. By then, Elliott was already 10 years 
dead, having committed suicide in 1894 at the age of 
34. An alcoholic, morphine addict, and adulterer who 
had fathered a son with one of the family’s servants, 
Elliott’s long, downward spiral tormented Theodore to 
the core. Elliott was not only beyond his control, but 
his very comprehension as well. For Theodore’s spec-
tacular success in bettering himself ostensibly came at 
a substantial price. Dismayed at those who could not 
overcome their own challenges, he became rigid and 
authoritative. Perhaps there was an aspect of fear in all 
of this, the fear that without the greatest exertion, he 
himself would become just another Elliott. 

Beset with adversities, Elliott’s last years were also 
lined with sorrow. Compelled by his increasingly irra-
tional and irresponsible behavior patterns, his family 
attempted in 1891 to have him declared legally incom-
petent. “Drink Drove Him Insane” read one front page 
newspaper account, and the ongoing scandal threat-
ened both the Roosevelt’s respectable name and The-
odore’s political ambitions. Elliott’s efforts to reform 
himself fell on Anna’s deaf ears, and she rebuffed his 
ardent requests to be at her bedside as she lay dying 
of diphtheria late in 1892. In the midst of his ensuing 
relapse, Elliott suffered a final loss the next year, with 
scarlet fever taking the older of his two sons. Elliott’s 
own namesake, he was just three years old.

If Elliott is now remembered at all, it is almost 
always in a context of a future he would never know. 
Had he lived long enough, he would have witnessed 
not only his brother, but also his godson, Franklin 
Roosevelt, becoming president. In addition, he would 
have seen the marriage between his daughter Eleanor 
and Franklin unite two different branches of the Roo-
sevelt family and provide her with the opportunity to 
forge her own legacy as the “First Lady of the World.”

In his 1886 book, Hunting Trips of a Ranchman, 
Theodore wrote this dedication: “To the Keenest of 
Sportsmen and Truest of Friends, my Brother Elliott 
Roosevelt.” But, in the end, the man who was as well 
described by Eleanor in her autobiography as being 
“charming, good- looking, loved by all who came in 
contact with him, high or low . . . ,” was given a scant 
three- paragraph obituary in The New York Times. 
Ironic or not, his stated cause of death was a disease 
of the heart.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Anna Roosevelt Cowles Papers, 1846–1942. Hough-
ton Library, Harvard University.

Aron, Cindy S. Working at Play: A History of Vaca-
tions in the United States. New York: Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1999.

Badger, Joseph Edward. The Bear- Hunter: Or Davy 
Crockett as a Spy. New York: Beadle and Adams, 
1876.

Bishop, Chip. “Elliott Bulloch Roosevelt: A Fleet-
ing Life of Suffering—and Inspiration.” Keeping 
the Spirit Alive Blog. Theodore Roosevelt Asso-
ciation. (blog), September 22, 2014. http:// blog 

One of the last photographs of Elliott, taken in 1892. Theodore 
Roosevelt Collection. Houghton Library, Harvard University

In order to view this proof accurately, the Overprint Preview Option must be 
set to Always in Acrobat Professional or Adobe Reader. Please contact your                               

Customer Service Representative if you have questions about finding this option.

Job Name: -- /421923t



JOW, SPRINg 2019, vol. 58, No. 2
Cammack: “A Wondrous, Free Life This”: The Texas Adventures of Elliott Roosevelt 71

.theodoreroosevelt .org /elliott - bulloch - roosevelt - a 
- fleeting - life - of - suffering - and - inspiration/.

Brands, H. W. T. R.: The Last Romantic. New York: 
BasicBooks, 1997.

Brinkley, Douglas. The Wilderness Warrior: Theo-
dore Roosevelt and the Crusade for America. New 
York: HarperCollins Publishers, 2009.

Burns, Eric. Someone to Watch Over Me: A Portrait 
of Eleanor Roosevelt and the Tortured Father 
Who Shaped Her Life. New York: Pegasus Books,  
2017.

Canfield, Michael R. Theodore Roosevelt in the 
Field. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press,  
2015.

Collinson, Frank. Life in the Saddle. Norman: The 
University of Oklahoma Press, 1997.

Cook, John R. The Border and the Buffalo: An Untold 
Story of the Southwest Plains. Chicago: R. R. Don-
nelley & Sons Co., 1938.

Corinne Roosevelt Robinson papers, 1847–1933. 
Houghton Library, Harvard University.

Cram, George F. Cram’s New County and Railroad 
Map of Texas. Chicago: George F. Cram, 1876.

Crimmins, M. L. “Fort McKavett, Texas.” The South-
western Historical Quarterly 38 (1936): 28–39.

Crimmins, M. L. “Elliott Roosevelt’s Visit to Texas in 
1876–1877.” The Southwestern Historical Quar-
terly 48 (1945): 186- 192.

Dalton, Kathleen. Theodore Roosevelt: A Strenuous 
Life. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2002.

Dary, David A. The Buffalo Book: The Full Saga 
of the American Animal. Athens: Swallow Press/
Ohio University Press, 1989.

Davis, Glenn. “The Early Years of Theodore Roos-
evelt: A Study in Character Formation.” History of 
Childhood Quarterly: A Journal of Psychohistory. 
2.4 (1975): 461–492.

Di Silvestro, Roger L. Theodore Roosevelt in the 
Badlands: A Young Politicians Quest for Recovery 
in the American West. New York: Walker & Com-
pany, 2011.

Eleanor Roosevelt Papers. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Presidential Library.

“Elliott Roosevelt.” Theodore Roosevelt’s Birth-
place, National Park Service. Last updated Feb-
ruary 26, 2015. https:// www .nps .gov /thrb /learn 
/historyculture /elliottroosevelt .htm.

Evening World (New York, NY). “Drink Drove 
Him Insane.” August 18, 1891. http:// nyshistoric 
newspapers .org /lccn /sn83030193 /1891 - 08 - 18 /ed 
- 1 /seq - 1/.

Foster, Feather Schwartz. “Elliott Roosevelt: The-
odore’s Brother, Eleanor’s Father.” Presidential 
History Blog. (blog), September 2, 2014. https:// 
featherfoster .wordpress .com /2014 /09 /02 /elliott 
- roosevelt - theodores - brother - eleanors - father/. 

Gilbert, Miles. Encyclopedia of Buffalo Hunters and 
Skinners. Union City, Tennessee: Pioneer Press, 
2003.

Gilbert, Miles. Getting a Stand. Union City, Tennes-
see: Pioneer Press, 1986.

Gillmore, Parker. Prairie and Forest: A Description 
of the Game of North America, with Personal 
Adventures in their Pursuit. New York: Harper & 
Brothers, Publishers, 1874.

Hawkins, Geraldine. Elliott and Eleanor Roosevelt: 
The Story of a Father and his Daughter in the 
Gilded Age. Delmar, New York: Black Dome Press 
Corp., 2017.

Hornecker, Martin. Buffalo Hunting on the Texas 
Plains in 1877. [Geneseo, Illinois]: N.p, 1929.

Isenberg, Andrew C. The Destruction of the Bison: 
An Environmental History, 1750–1920. Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000.

Jenkinson, Clay S. A Free and Hardy Life: Theodore 
Roosevelt’s Sojourn in the American West. Wash-
burn, North Dakota: The Dakota Institute Press of 
the Lewis & Clark Foundation, 2011.

Johnson, Michael. Hunger for the Wild: America’s 
Obsession with the Untamed West. Lawrence: Uni-
versity Press of Kansas, 2007.

Lash, Joseph P. Eleanor and Franklin. New York: W. 
W. Norton & Company. 1971.

Lunde, Darrin. The Naturalist: Theodore Roosevelt, 
a Lifetime of Exploration, and the Triumph of 
American Natural History. New York: Crown Pub-
lishers, 2016.

Mann, William J. The Wars of the Roosevelts: The 
Ruthless Rise of America’s Greatest Political Fam-
ily. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 2016.

McCullough, David. Mornings on Horseback. New 
York: Simon and Shuster, 1981.

Merritt, John L. Baronets and Buffalo: The British 
Sportsman in the American West, 1833–1881. 

In order to view this proof accurately, the Overprint Preview Option must be 
set to Always in Acrobat Professional or Adobe Reader. Please contact your                               

Customer Service Representative if you have questions about finding this option.

Job Name: -- /421923t



JOW, SPRINg 2019, vol. 58, No. 2
72  Cammack: “A Wondrous, Free Life This”: The Texas Adventures of Elliott Roosevelt

Missoula: Mountain Press Publishing Company, 
1985.

Morris, Edmund. The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt. 
New York: Coward, McCann & Geoghegan, Inc., 
1979.

New York Times. “Elliott Roosevelt.” The Obituary 
Record. August 16, 1894. https:// search - proquest 
-  com .lib - e2 .l ib . t tu .edu /hnpnewyorktimes 
/docview /95225582 /AD1555E687341A8PQ /1 
?accountid = 7098.

Pagnamenta, Peter. Prairie Fever: British Aristocrats 
in the American West 1830–1890. New York: W. 
W. Norton & Company, 2012.

Rattenbury, Richard C. Hunting the American West: 
The Pursuit of Big Game for Life, Profit, and 
Sport, 1800–1900. Missoula: Boone and Crockett 
Club, 2008.

Reid, Mayne. The Boy Hunters, Or Adventures in 
Search of a White Buffalo. Boston: Ticknor and 
Fields, 1856.

Post, Charles Clement. Ten Years a Cowboy. Chicago: 
Thos. W. Jackson Publishing Company, 1898.

Putnam, Carleton. Theodore Roosevelt: The Forma-
tive Years, 1858–1886. New York: Charles Scrib-
ner’s Sons, 1958.

Rico, Monica. Nature’s Noblemen: 
Transatlantic Masculinities and 
the Nineteenth- Century Ameri-
can West. New Haven: Yale Uni-
versity Press. 2013.

Robinson, Charles M. III. The 
Buffalo Hunters. Austin, Texas: 
State House Press, 1995.

Roosevelt Family Papers. Franklin 
D. Roosevelt Presidential Library.

Roosevelt, Theodore. “Buffalo Hunting.” St. Nicho-
las: An Illustrated Magazine for Young Folks. 17 
(1889): 136–143.

Roosevelt, Theodore. Hunting Trips of a Ranchman: 
Sketches of Sport on the Northern Cattle Plains. 
New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1891.

Schuster, David G. Neurasthenic Nation: Ameri-
ca’s Search for Health, Happiness, and Comfort, 
1869–1920. New Brunswick: Rutgers University 
Press, 2011.

Spinzia, Raymond E. “Elliott Roosevelt, Sr.—A Spi-
ral into Darkness.” The Freeholder. 12 (2007): 3–7.

Theodore Roosevelt Collection. Houghton Library, 
Harvard University.

White, G. Edward. The Eastern Establishment and 
the Western Experience. New Haven: Yale Univer-
sity Press, 1968.

White, Mason. “Elliott, the Tragic Roosevelt.” The 
Hudson Valley Regional Review. 5.1 (1998): 17–29.

Wikipedia contributors. “Elliott Bulloch Roosevelt.” 
Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Last edited 
18 May 2018. https:// en .wikipedia .org /w /index 
.php ?title = Elliott _Bulloch _Roosevelt & oldid = 
841908335.

BRUCE CAMMACK is currently the cura-
tor of rare books at Texas Tech University, 
where he has worked for over 30 years. His 
research interests run the gamut between 
the history of the Great Plains, on which he 
has spent most of his life, and the history of 
the book. In his spare time, he enjoys out-
door activities such as hiking, gardening, 
and collecting minerals; and such indoor 
pursuits as brewing historic beers and craft-
ing meads with locally- sourced ingredients. 
After raising three children, he now appre-
ciates his status as an empty nester with his 
wife, Nancy.

In order to view this proof accurately, the Overprint Preview Option must be 
set to Always in Acrobat Professional or Adobe Reader. Please contact your                               

Customer Service Representative if you have questions about finding this option.

Job Name: -- /421923t



JOW, SPRINg 2019, vol. 58, No. 2
REvIEW ESSAy—Hoffman: Power, Politics, and Phoebe Apperson Hearst  73

Power, Politics,  
and Phoebe 
Apperson Hearst
Abraham Hoffman

PHOEBE APPERSON HEARST: A Life of Power 
and Politics, by Alexandra M. Nickliss. (Lincoln: Uni-
versity of Nebraska Press, 2018), 630 pp. $39.95 hb.

Think of a few women in nineteenth- century Cali-
fornia who wielded enormous political and eco-
nomic power, and you’ll find it’s a very short list. 
Arcadia Bandini Stearns Baker lived through the 
Spanish, Mexican, and American eras to become 
one of the state’s richest women (the City of Arcadia 
is named for her). Jane Stanford, wife of Big Four 
Central Pacific Railroad entrepreneur Leland Stan-
ford, used their wealth to found Stanford University; 
in 1905 Jane died under mysterious circumstances 
that remain unresolved to this day. Arabella Hun-
tington, mistress and later wife and widow of Collis 

Huntington, married Collis’s nephew Henry Hun-
tington and together they established the Hunting-
ton Library, Gallery, and Gardens. Powerful women, 
but not quite in the same league as Phoebe Apperson 
Hearst, Missouri farm girl who married a wealthy 
mine owner and dedicated her widowhood years to 
serve as a philanthropist, benefactor, and political 
activist at a time when women had yet to receive the 
right to vote. And in regard to that last issue, she was 
also a suffragist, though somewhat moderate in sup-
port of that goal.

Alexandra M. Nickliss devoted a quarter century 
to the research and writing of this biography, the first 
full- length study of Phoebe Hearst, a major if some-
times overlooked figure in California history. This 
is about as authoritative a work as one can get: 115 
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pages of endnotes and a 52- page bibliography includ-
ing archival and published sources. However, it needs 
to be said that all of this documentation supports a 
strong and engrossing narrative as Nickliss traces the 
life of a young girl from humble circumstances to one 
of the most politically and economically powerful 
women in California. George Hearst’s family lived 
on a farm not far from the Apperson household, so 
when George came looking for a wife, the families 
were acquainted. George proposed to 19- year- old 
Phoebe, and she accepted. He was 22 years older 
than Phoebe, but the age difference would not be an 
issue for them. George Hearst was already a success-
ful mining entrepreneur with every likelihood that 
his mines would make him a very rich man. Off they 
went to San Francisco, the city that would more or 
less be their home for the rest of their lives.

Why more or less? George was an attentive hus-
band who never stinted when it came to adorning his 
wife with fine clothes and jewelry and building and 
furnishing nice homes for her. But he was also an 
absentee husband, going off on frequent visits to his 
mine holdings on trips that could take months or even 
up to a year. Phoebe fretted over her lack of a formal 
education. She remedied this issue by taking numer-
ous trips to Europe where she visited museums, art 
galleries, and historic sites. When their only child was 
born—William Randolph Hearst—she spoiled him by 
giving him her selfless love, and during his childhood 
years Phoebe brought him along on her travels. The 
reader may note that Phoebe’s penchant for collecting 
sculpture and art may have impressed young Willie to 
the point where as an adult he would collect tremen-
dous numbers of paintings, furniture, sculptures, tap-
estries, and whatever else caught his eye—as satirized 
by Orson Welles in the classic film Citizen Kane.

George Hearst died of cancer on February 28, 1891, 
age 71. At age 49 Phoebe inherited her husband’s 
vast holdings. The question arose as to whether she 
could demonstrate she was capable of being in charge 
of them or leaving the responsibilities to business 
managers. She chose the more difficult challenge of 
learning all about George’s complex business deal-
ings. Nickliss subtly marks this transitional stage in 
Phoebe’s life by no longer using her first name, and 
thereafter referring to Phoebe as Hearst, with no ques-
tion whom she is referring to. For the next 28 years 

Phoebe Apperson Hearst would emerge from her late 
husband’s shadow as a powerhouse of philanthropy, 
political acumen, and advocate of women’s rights. At 
best she would be a moderate rather than activist suf-
fragist. In an era when women did not have the right 
to vote and bore the stereotypes assigned to women 
in the Victorian era, Hearst championed a wide range 
of causes and reforms. Hearst would use her con-
siderable fortune to support everything from pro-
moting the establishment of kindergartens to being 
the first woman to serve on the Board of Regents of 
the University of California. Nickless makes it clear 
that PAH (her signature acronym) merits much more 
attention in the historical record than merely being 
the mother of William Randolph Hearst.

Nickliss moves the scope of the biography beyond 
just the life of PAH to examine the time in which 
women lived, especially white wealthy and upper- 
middle- class women who resisted the image of deli-
cate, even frail women who needed (through marriage)  
the guidance and control of men. It’s ironic that Hearst 
had health problems for most of her life even as she 
supported the idea of independent, healthy women. 
Ever conscious of her inadequate formal education, 
Hearst had to evolve from a person who had to avoid 
the taint of social climbing to acceptance in the elite 
circle of women who could use their wealth to pro-
mote progress and social justice. But first she had to 
make it clear to her late husband’s business managers 
and employees that she was capable of handling the 
complexities of George’s business affairs. She also 
had to deal with her son who had begun to create a 
newspaper empire but who looked to his mother as an 
inexhaustible source of money to support his lavish 
lifestyle.

Hearst didn’t just support the progressive move-
ment; she joined numerous women’s clubs, often 
accepting the post of honorary president, giving with 
selective generosity in financing those organizations. 
Some groups received considerable financial aid; 
others got lesser amounts. She developed a major 
interest in kindergarten reform, an idea that started 
in Germany but won the interest of San Francisco 
women who created the Golden Gate Kindergarten 
Association in 1884.

Hearst’s major philanthropic generosity went 
to the University of California. She bankrolled the 
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construction of a mining building given her late hus-
band’s name, the construction of the Museum of 
Anthropology, and other edifices on the Berkeley 
campus. When it came to anthropology, however, 
Hearst had a volatile relationship with Alfred Kroe-
ber, best known for providing a home for Ishi, the last 
survivor of the Yahi tribe that had been decimated by 
men who murdered Ishi’s family and hundreds if not 
thousands of other Indians during and after the Gold 
Rush era. Nickliss gives Ishi a bare mention, focusing 
instead on the sociological issues of racial superiority 
and persons of color being of inferior races, beliefs 
that Hearst long held. The Kroebers were a formi-
dable family. Alfred’s wife Theodora wrote a best- 
selling biography of Ishi; their son, Clifton, became a 
noted anthropologist, and daughter Ursula Le Guinn 
a famous award- winning science fiction author.

Nickliss observes that Hearst could not quite 
escape the prejudices of her time. While Hearst 
was not exactly a racist, she held the view that peo-
ple of different races were not the social equals of 
whites. Alfred Kroeber was a student of Franz Boas, 
the founder of anthropology as a modern discipline. 
Hearst opposed the viewpoint of anthropology as a 
science. As a University Regent, Hearst didn’t want 
to see Berkeley anthropologists doing field research. 
She saw the museum as a place where the public 
could view exhibits on the progress of mankind from 
its savage beginnings to the achievements of civiliza-
tion, which to her was “white” civilization. She had 
agreed for Boas to come to Berkeley and also to hire 
Kroeber. For Hearst, this decision proved a mistake 
as Boas and Kroeber had little use for popularizers 
and amateurs who offered stereotypical views on 
primitive culture. Hearst donated the funds for the 
new department but didn’t want the money spent on 
faculty who would promote cultural relativism.

An intense feud developed between Hearst and 
the academics who were too secular in their studies. 
In the end Hearst lost the fight with the academics. 
Museum exhibits would not extol the privileged sta-
tus of the white race to the general public, and the 
Anthropology Department would use modern sci-
entific methods in its discipline. Hearst recognized 
that in her time women would have to seek reform 
through the influence of women’s organizations 
rather than being directly involved in politics, at least 

until women gained the right to vote. She served as 
secretary and then president of the Columbian Kin-
dergarten Association, first president of the Century 
Club of San Francisco, vice president of the National 
Congress of Mothers, and belonged to the National 
American Woman’s Suffrage Association, as well as 
other organizations that welcomed her donations and 
frequently granted her an honorary status. 

There was one organization in which Hearst became 
actively involved that was very close to home. This 
was the Panama- Pacific International Exposition, 
which announced to the world that San Francisco had 
fully recovered from the disastrous 1906 earthquake 
and fire. In planning for the Exposition, Hearst saw 
an opportunity to become actively involved through 
the use of nonpartisan voluntary association politics. 
The PPIE Board of Directors consisted entirely of 
men, and Hearst wanted space accorded to women 
in policy making, exhibits, and the concessionaires, 
especially the Fun Zone and the money that would 

Phoebe Apperson Hearst (1842–1919), first woman regent of 
the University of California. California Heritage Collection. 
Courtesy Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley, CA. 
Public domain.
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be made from its attractions. Hearst succeeded in the 
creation of the Women’s Board as part of the plan-
ners of the Exposition. The Women’s Board did not 
want any sleazy side- show concessions that would 
be considered immoral. Hearst argued that anything 
at the Exposition that smacked of sexual immoral-
ity, particularly a concession called the Cairo Café, 
be excluded from the Exhibition grounds. While 
not entirely successful in its demands, the Women’s 
Board did provide input to the general planning of the 
Exhibition.

In the last years of her life Hearst saw the effort 
to get women the right to vote gain momentum. She 
joined the National Woman’s Party, donating money 
and serving as its vice chairman, but held back on 
militancy for the cause of woman suffrage. Although 
a Democrat, she opposed President Woodrow Wilson 
in the 1916 election because he wouldn’t support a 
federal suffrage amendment. California had granted 
women the right to vote in 1911. During the presiden-
tial election campaign, she switched to membership 
in the Republican party and mildly 
supported Charles Evans Hughes. 
The election was a close one, with 
California’s electoral vote giv-
ing Wilson the margin of victory. 
Hearst sadly said, “The greater 
fault I have to find with California 
just now is that they elected Wil-
son” (412).

At age 75 Hearst began to 
reduce her involvement in public 
affairs. She spent more time with 
her grandchildren and declined 
further active participation in the 
National Woman’s Party that was 
strongly pushing for the Nineteenth 
Amendment. In January 1918 the 
House of Representatives approved 
the amendment. Hearst caught the 

flu that killed millions around the world and never 
really recovered from its effects. She died on April 
13, 1919, pneumonia the immediate cause. In June 
Congress passed the amendment, and on August 18, 
1920, the Nineteenth Amendment became a part of 
the Constitution. Hearst just missed the conclusion of 
the long campaign by a little more than a year.

Hearst’s death brought condolences from promi-
nent politicians to newspaper obituaries throughout 
the nation and tributes from the many organizations, 
plus the University of California she had long sup-
ported. Whatever flaws existed in her views on race 
and politics, Hearst left a legacy of progressive reform 
that few others could equal. Her support for  woman’s 
suffrage helped bring about the realization of that 
civil right. Nickliss comments, “The young girl from 
rural Missouri with an ordinary upbringing, but with 
vaulting ambition to rise in the world, had spent 
much of her adult life exerting power to promote and 
advocate for a progressive reform agenda that made 
her nationally and internationally renowned” (429).

ABRAHAM HOFFMAN was born in Los 
Angeles and attended Los Angeles City 
College and received BA and MA degrees 
from Los Angeles State College (now Cal-
ifornia State University, Los Angeles). He 
earned his doctorate in history at UCLA. 
Dr. Hoffman taught in Los Angeles schools 
for more than 30 years and has also been 
an adjunct professor at Los Angeles Valley 
College since 1974. He reviews books and 
contributes articles to history publications. 
His books include Unwanted Mexican 
Americans in the Great Depression: Repa-
triation Pressures, 1929–1939; Vision or 

Villainy: Origins of the Owens Valley- Los Angeles Water Controversy; and 
Mono Lake: From Dead Sea to Environmental Treasure. His latest book is 
California’s Deadliest Earthquakes. In addition to being a member of the 
Los Angeles City Historical Society, he is also a member of the Organiza-
tion of American Historians, Western History Association, Western Writers 
of America, and the Los Angeles Corral of Westerners.
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The Diaries  
of Reuben Smith
Kansas Settler and  
Civil War Soldier

Steven C. Haack

THE DIARIES OF REUBEN SMITH, KANSAS 
SETTLER AND CIVIL WAR SOLDIER, by Lana 
Wirt Myers, ed. (Lawrence: University Press of Kan-
sas, 2018), 264 pp., $45.00 hb 

The diary is a form of writing that comprises a wide 
spectrum of usage and potential. Some are sim-
ple daily statements concerning weather, purchases 
made, and domestic chores, recorded for possible 
reference in the future when the information may be 
of practical value. Others are more elaborate descrip-
tions of activities and events intended to trigger the 
writer’s memory and help preserve the narrative of a 
life. At its best, the diary is a literary genre of its own, 
reading like a novel that arises not from the imag-
ination, but from real life. Diaries written by those 
participating in historically important endeavors are 
of particular interest, for they can be the source of 
significant information not available in any official 
record. In this regard, they can be of greater value 
than the account of the same events written in retro-
spect by the same author. This is because the retro-
spective account is composed with the advantage of 
hindsight, after all ambiguities have been clarified. 

In other words, the ending of the story is known and 
it informs the author’s product, encouraging him to 
stress those events that were eventually important 
and omit those that appear trivial in retrospect. How-
ever, this is not how lives are lived. The present is 
always, to some extent, chaotic and uncertain. We, 
in fact, do not know what tomorrow will bring, and 
this is the source of the anxiety and uncertainty that 
in large part define the human experience, dictating 
actions that can be seen in hindsight as brilliant, fool-
ish or anything in between. Diaries that reflect this 
dynamic are often the most significant.

In September 1854, Reuben Smith was twenty- 
two, living near Manchester, England when a rela-
tive, unable to make the voyage to America she had 
paid for, offered him her ticket. The next morning 
found him in Liverpool, boarding the Rappahannock 
for its six- week voyage to America. Clearly excited 
about the adventure on which he had embarked, he 
began recording his experiences. We know little of 
Reuben’s schooling, but his writing is clear and infor-
mative when desirable, yet evocative and moving 
when the occasion calls for it. When a young woman 
dies in childbirth during the passage, Reuben writes:
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I cannot imagine a more oppressively solemn cer-
emony that a burial at sea. It surpasses the cere-
mony on land in point of solemnity as much as the 
awful grandeur of mid- ocean surpasses the mild, 
soft beauty of a tranquil lake. The great stretch of 
water, with its billows and its howling gales, seems 
to invest the presence of death with a more realiz-
ing terror than is felt on land.

Arriving in New York City, Reuben takes a train 
across the state to Buffalo where he boards a steamer 
for Detroit. From there, he travels by train to Chicago 
and on to Rock Island, where a riverboat takes him to 
Burlington, Iowa, and the hospitality of friends who 
emigrated there some 15 years earlier. Doing farm 
labor for the next 2 years, Reuben often contrasts the 
rural life of America and England, marveling, for 
example, at the McCormick Reaper which, drawn by 
4 horses, allows 8 men to do the work of 50 Irishmen 
with their sickles.

In January 1857, a friend sells his farm and agrees 
to accompany Reuben to the territory of Kansas, 
where cheap land is readily available. The following 
four years are filled with stories typical of the Kan-
sas settler. The hard labor required to create a func-
tioning farm out of the stark prairie landscape was 
sometimes rewarded and sometimes not, depending 
on the whims of nature. What plowing, planting and 
rainfall could create, hail and grasshoppers could 
destroy. However, Reuben managed to hold on, mar-
rying and starting a family. Through this period, there 
was always the issue of violence along the border 
with Missouri. Many settlers in territorial Kansas 
were abolitionists who came from the East with the 
specific intention of helping to bring Kansas into the 
union as a free state. Their presence was resented by 
pro- slavery elements in Missouri who were deter-
mined to see Kansas enter the union as a slave- state. 
Both sides committed acts of violence on citizens 
with whom they disagreed and, in both cases, per-
sonal gain from the acts of plunder they committed 
was often as strong an incentive as was any political 
of philosophical issue. As the year 1860 closed, the 
threat of war loomed. Reuben was a dedicated aboli-
tionist who had just named his first- born son Lincoln. 
Despite the border violence, he saw an actual war 
as improbable, but if it occurred, “the people of the 

North would overrun the South and end the matter in 
sixty days.” 

Reuben Smith was quick to volunteer when hos-
tilities broke out. Starting as captain in the Lykins 
County (Kansas) Guards, he goes on to serve in the 
Missouri State Militia and then in the Fifth Kansas 
Cavalry. His diary entries during the war years are 
very interesting. Here we find many examples of the 
difficult decisions posed by the conduct of a war in 
the midst of civilians. While the role played by the 
bushwhackers such as those affiliated with William 
Quantrill was clear, as was the means of dealing with 
them, civilians who supported the Confederacy were 
a different matter. When the war eventually ended, 
the government would want them to return to the 
fold and be productive citizens. Thus, even while 
they were considered to be aiding and abetting the 
enemy, there were limits to the force that could be 
used against them. It was common practice to allow 
the troops to equip themselves with goods they con-
fiscated from the homes and businesses of the cit-
izenry, but only from those determined to be rebel 
sympathizers. Even then, restraint was advised. In 
February 1862, as recruiting outpaced supplies, the 
order came down to “proceed to Big Creek and take 
all horses belonging to known secessionists and take 
from avowed enemies blankets and bed quilts suffi-
cient for two to each soldier provided you can do so 
without distressing any families.” Of course, such a 
practice was impossible to control and the citizens 
found it to be an outrage regardless of what restraint 
the troops may have shown. 

Smith’s skills and intellect made a clear impres-
sion on his superiors and he was regularly promoted 
and given a number of important assignments. While 
he provides a compelling narrative of the larger scale 
aspects of the Civil War in Missouri, describing troop 
movements and battles, it is the gnawing specter of 
continuing guerilla warfare that presents the most 
danger. His military tenure is fairly short, being mus-
tered out in March 1863, just two years after joining 
the service. A few months later, he is issued a com-
mission as a second lieutenant and recruiting officer 
for the Second Regiment of Kansas Colored Volun-
teers, but he does not appear to have accepted the 
assignment citing his own poor health and that of his 
wife. Nonetheless, he is restless, writing, “I am lost. I 

In order to view this proof accurately, the Overprint Preview Option must be 
set to Always in Acrobat Professional or Adobe Reader. Please contact your                               

Customer Service Representative if you have questions about finding this option.

Job Name: -- /421923t



JOW, SPRINg 2019, vol. 58, No. 2
REvIEW ESSAy—Haack: The Diaries of Reuben Smith: Kansas Settler and Civil War Soldier 79

do not know what to do with myself, although I have 
been home a few months. But I have spent a good 
portion of my time with the troops on the border.” A 
year passes and, in the autumn of 1864, Smith accepts 
an assignment to work in western Missouri as a spy 
to learn what he can about the impending invasion by 
Sterling Price, a mission he readily undertakes. He is 
thus pulled back into the war and sees plenty of com-
bat through the Battle of Westport and Price’s flight 
down the state line and back into Arkansas.

Smith’s diary entries are often sporadic and 
sometimes weeks of activity are included under a 
single date. The editor includes historical context 
throughout and ably bridges gaps in time to present 
a coherent narrative. Occasionally, some of Smith’s 
later retrospective writings are inserted at relevant 
points, but, as discussed above, these are not as 
illuminating as those entries written in the midst 
of his experiences. As is generally the case when 
one is writing about himself, the anecdotes can be 
a bit self- aggrandizing, with verbatim exchanges 
recorded in instances where he courageously stood 
up to authority. Nonetheless, he is 
clearly a good man, highly prin-
cipled, and willing to commit the 
personal sacrifices such dedication 

demands. The diaries include little personal or fam-
ily information. We learn of the death of a child, the 
death of his first wife and a remarriage, but we know 
from other sources that he fathered 16 children, so 
there was certainly a hectic and very active home life 
that passes with little mention. 

After the war, Smith pursues a short career in 
politics, serving in the Kansas legislature, and then 
accepting an appointment as steward of the first Kan-
sas State Insane Asylum. In 1895, at the age of 63, 
he travels back to England, where he delivers a num-
ber of speeches extoling the virtues of his adopted 
homeland, and returns home to retirement, dying ten 
years later, in July 1905. His diaries provide inter-
esting insights into the mid- nineteenth century emi-
grant experience and, in particular, the complicated 
and troublesome period surrounding the Civil War in 
Kansas and Missouri. The historical context included 
provides the necessary framework without interfer-
ing with the flow of Smith’s narrative. Reuben Smith 
has left us with the record of a life well lived that is 
certainly worth reading.

STEVEN C. HAACK of Lincoln, Nebraska, is a longtime contributor to 
Journal of the West, and is the author of numerous articles involving the 
 military history of the American West.
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OUT WHERE THE WEST BEGINS, Vol. 2: Cre-
ating and Civilizing the American West, by Philip 
F. Anschutz with William J. Convery (Denver, CO: 
Cloud Camp Press, 2017), 384 pp., $29.04 hb.

Arthur Chapman’s appropriate 1917 poem “Out 
where the West Begins” sets the theme for Philip F. 
Anschutz’s pair of volumes that took him 35 years to 
polish and produce. They augment his art collection. 
In 2010, Anschutz opened his American Museum of 
Western Art, exhibiting 600 classics.

“Out where the handclasp’s a little stronger,
Out where the smile swells a little longer,
That’s where the West begins.”
Wow! What an uplifting book. Denver billionaire 

Philip F. Anschutz, 78, loves his region. Influenced 
by Frederick Jackson Turner and Ray Allen Billing-
ton, he concentrates on the era from 1800 to 1920, 
and concludes, “The challenges of the West inspired 
a culture of new ideas and adaptability that encour-
aged innovation and experimentation.” Furthermore, 
“Western conditions cultivated a culture of quality 
based in skills and leadership, a culture that favorited 
what one could contribute.” (14)

This is the second of two volumes. The shorter first 
one, featured Profiles, Visions, and Strategies of [50] 
Early Western Business Leaders (2015). Those hon-
ored included Buffalo Bill Cody, Adolph Coors, Fred 
Harvey, Henry Ford, Levi Strauss, Cyrus McCormick, 
J. P. Morgan, and Henry Wells and William Fargo. 
They ennobled their dreams to found new industries. 
Anschutz affirms that waiting around for something 
to happen brings nothing. Instead, active men and 
women follow hopes, ideals, and even fantasies.

With major scholarly journals no longer review-
ing biography, Anschutz is refreshing. He honors 
103 individuals in 5 categories: “Western Leaders 

& Policymakers; Reformers & Religious Leaders; 
Image Makers & Opinion Shapers; Explorers, Sol-
diers & Stewards; and Western Inventors & Inno-
vators.” Anschutz alternates individual biographies, 
with groups of three interlocking accounts.

Anschutz culled and mulled the best Western his-
tories and biographies published during the past 60 
years, to produce a good read for a nonacademic 
audience. Wide study, acute analysis, and thought-
ful reflection mold these biographies of the men and 
women who shaped the region that Anschutz holds 
most dear: The Great American West.

ROBERT J. CHANDLER,  
Wells Fargo Bank

Lafayette, CA

IN THE FIELDS OF THE NORTH/EN LOS 
CAMPOS DEL NORTE, by David Bacon (Oak-
land: University of California Press, 2016), 450 pp., 
$34.95 hb.

Without citations, sources, or other accoutrements of 
scholarship, In the Fields of the North/En los cam-
pos del norte is not an academic work. Neither dis-
passionate nor objective, the book combines text in 
English and Spanish and photographs to rouse read-
ers against the economic, racial, and social injustices 
that confront Mexican farmworkers in the United 
States. To them, this country is the north of the book’s 
title. Author and photojournalist David Bacon’s 
three decades of activism deepen In the Fields of the 
North’s passion and commitment to people exploited 
for their labor. Such oppression, obvious in the photo-
graphs and text, may discomfort Americans who pre-
fer not to know how food gets from plant to plate and 
who clamor for inexpensive food, thereby hindering 
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farmworkers from earning a livelihood or advancing 
to better opportunities.

Concerned with the present, the book is not history, 
though Bacon uses events like the 1933 California cot-
ton strike and the Civil Rights Movement to anchor 
today’s struggles to the past. The result is a snapshot that 
sets workers’ current predicaments in the foreground 
against a vast background of efforts to surmount injus-
tices. Such a picture depicts laborers in midstride as 
they leave a bleak reality in search of a brighter future. 
Some faces avert the camera whereas others invite the 
viewer to probe their thoughts and frustrations. These 
faces enable In the Fields of the North to confront the 
Trump era’s racism and xenophobia.

CHRISTOPHER CUMO
Canton, OH

HOW THE WEST WAS DRAWN: Mapping, Indi-
ans, and the Construction of the Trans- Mississippi 
West, by David Bernstein (Lincoln: University of 
Nebraska Press, 2018), 324 pp., $65.00 hb.

Bernstein [visiting assistant professor of history 
at Denison University] examines the relationship 
between Indians and the creation of maps of the 
trans- Mississippi and argues that Indians were cen-
tral in that process. Principal to his discussion are the 
Pawnees, Iowas, and Lakotas. During the nineteenth 
century these tribes not only battled with one another, 
they battled French fur traders, Spanish merchants, 
and an ever- expanding United States that was push-
ing its boundaries Westward. The book is divided into 
three sections. Section one, “Living in Indian Coun-
try” surveys the Pawnees and the 1833 treaty they 
signed with the United States that ceded a million 
acres of land, how the United States failed to live- up 
to the terms of the treaty, and the Pawnees’ need for 
protection from Lakota tribes. “The Rise and Fall 
of ‘Indian Country,’” section two, examines discus-
sion by United States’ political and military leaders 
to create a permanent, protected area for indigenous 
peoples. Section three, “Reclaiming Indian Country” 
looks at the mapping of the American West and the 
impact of government’s treaties on the homelands for 
the tribes. Bernstein posits that the mapping was a 
geopolitical process and that the Native Americans, 

who had a great sense of locations, were a part of 
American state building and should be rightly studied 
and acknowledged. All sides in the story were expe-
riencing change and upheaval and lines drawn on the 
maps reflected those conversions.

Using an interdisciplinary approach, Bernstein 
offers an intriguing view of the relationship between 
Indians and the nineteenth-century American state. 
Black and white maps are scattered throughout the 
book and there are extensive citations. This volume 
will appeal to geographers as well as historians.

PATRICIA ANN OWENS
Lawrenceville, IL

INLAND SHIFT: Race, Space, and Capital in 
Southern California, by Juan D. De Lara (Berke-
ley: University of California press, 2018), 225 pp., 
$29.95 pb.

Inland Shift provides an in- depth examination of the 
dramatic economic and social changes that affected 
Southern California since the 1980s. De Lara 
restricts the definition of Southern California to San 
Bernardino and Riverside Counties. With the greatly 
increasing amount of imported products entering the 
San Pedro–Long Beach harbor complex, distribu-
tion challenges were met by businesses planning the 
construction of huge warehouses in those counties. 
Residents of these largely rural counties with a domi-
nant white population that had moved there to escape 
the high prices of homes in Los Angeles and Orange 
Counties, expressed concern over the impact such 
warehouses would have on traffic and population 
increase, especially as new residents would include 
Latino and African Americans who would be accept-
ing low- wage jobs. Warehouse proponents promised 
there would be thousands of jobs; the reality turned 
out to be hundreds of low- wage, unskilled workers.

De Lara offers a dense reading that includes numer-
ous quoted comments from scholars and academics; 
the frequent use of acronyms, many of them for orga-
nizations that are not familiar, should suggest that 
readers take notes when the organization and its acro-
nym are first mentioned. He also employs academic 
jargon such as “precarity”—a word not found in two 
dictionaries I examined, though it might be the noun 
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version of “precarious.” However, eighteen pages of 
bibliography and numerous endnotes, tables, and 
charts testify to the depth of De Lara’s research. Get-
ting past the jargon, readers will find his indictment 
of major corporations inflicting controversial social 
and economic change in rural counties to be a com-
pelling argument.

ABRAHAM HOFFMAN, Department of History
Los Angeles Valley College, Valley Glen, CA

GREAT PLAINS GEOLOGY, by R. F. Diffendal 
Jr. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2017), 
240 pp., $14.95 pb.

A brief but ambitious introduction, Great Plains 
Geology attempts to define the region, trace its geo-
logical history, and describe 57 locations worth vis-
iting. These aims equip the book to attract multiple 
audiences, though the author concedes that read-
ers should have some scientific background. This 
requirement stems from the book’s brevity; Diffendal 
lacks space to explain every particular for someone 
unfamiliar with the basics of geology, climatology, 
hydrology, and biology. 

Nowhere is the need for scientific understand-
ing more apparent than in the relationship among 
text, maps, and charts, none of which yields all its 
insights without the others. Readers must integrate 
information from them and from their own scientific 
grounding to understand Great Plains Geology. For 
example, Diffendal refers throughout the book to the 
U.S. Geological Survey’s time scale, which appears 
between the acknowledgments and introduction. 
The most intuitive presentation of this vast chronol-
ogy would be as a single horizontal or vertical chart, 
depending on whether time’s progression is viewed 
from left to right or bottom to top respectively. But 
Diffendal divides the time scale—which must be read 
from bottom to top and counterintuitively from right 
to left—relying on readers’ familiarity with biology 
and geology to grasp that the second part begins with 
life’s origin even though this event is unstated. Such 
requirements suggest that general readers and spe-
cialists in the arts and humanities might not benefit 
most from this book.

CHRISTOPHER CUMO
Canton, OH

PIONEERS OF PROMOTION: How Press 
Agents for Buffalo Bill, P. T. Barnum, and the 
World’s Columbian Exposition Created Modern 
Marketing, by Joe Dobrow (Norman: University of 
Oklahoma Press, 2018), 342 pp., $33.00 hb.

We are so accustomed today to advertising and promo-
tional materials bombarding our senses from all sides 
that we just assume that it has always been that way. 
Joe Dobrow in Pioneers of Promotion, traces the ori-
gins and development of today’s techniques in the lat-
ter part of the nineteenth century, principally with the 
Barnum and Bailey Circus, the Buffalo Bill Wild West 
Show, and the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition in 
Chicago. He also traces the simultaneous development 
of the shows themselves, so that we see the interaction 
and co- development of the shows with the publicity 
and advertising that made them possible. We meet sev-
eral of these pioneers of promotion who are largely 
forgotten today and learn how they lived and operated 
in the fast- paced world of international shows.

Dobrow distinguishes between advertising and 
publicity. The former takes the form of classified ads, 
paid for displays, distributing large posters over a 
wide geographic area in advance of a show’s com-
ing to town, and other related, exciting activities. The 
latter takes the form of press releases and news arti-
cles written by reporters who were invited to attend 
a performance and publish as news articles about 
what they experienced. These publicity people also 
created exciting names and myths for the shows and 
received testimonials from numerous famous people. 
The comprehensiveness of Joe Dobrow’s Pioneers of 
Promotion, makes for an interesting read on an excit-
ing time that most of us today know little about. 

CHRISTOPHER BANNER,  
Emeritus Senior Specialist in Music

Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS

THE SOURCE: How Rivers Made America and 
America Remade Its Rivers, by Martin Doyle (New 
York: W. W. Norton and Company, 2018), 305 pp., 
$27.00 hb.

America’s rivers have had many different uses over 
the years since colonial days. Martin Doyle examines 
them and the reasons for them. The book’s subtitle 

In order to view this proof accurately, the Overprint Preview Option must be 
set to Always in Acrobat Professional or Adobe Reader. Please contact your                               

Customer Service Representative if you have questions about finding this option.

Job Name: -- /421923t



JOW, SPRINg 2019, vol. 58, No. 2
BOOKS FOR THE WESTERN LIBRARy 83

explains what the book is all about: The rivers made 
settlements, industry, trade, navigation, and other 
things possible. As our attitudes toward the purpose 
of rivers changed, water usage and its associated 
technologies changed as well. As a consequence, 
over time, we remade our rivers to meet these needs.

Who owns the rivers and, especially, the water in 
them? The answers to these questions are different 
in the West than the East. Who controls things from 
a legal point of view? The person living on the river 
bank? The person putting in a dam, factory, settle-
ment, or other improvements? Some local govern-
mental body? The state? Congress? The president? 
The Supreme Court? The Army Corps of Engineers?

Doyle writes a lot of narrative on the Mississippi, 
Ohio, and Missouri Rivers’ flooding. Are levees the 
best way to control it? If so, who designs? Who builds? 
Who maintains? Who pays? The answers have changed 
since the first levees were built before the Civil War. 
He also writes chapters on the Southwestern states that 
had a good deal of difficulty deciding which state got 
how much of the Colorado River’s water.

The latest trend is to return to the distant past, to 
restore rivers to what we think they were before men 
went in and straightened, channelized, and otherwise 
modified them. Lots of questions come up there, too. 
Martin Doyle makes human and interesting what 
could have been very dry reading by introducing var-
ious individuals and telling their stories. The Source 
is a good read.

CHRISTOPHER BANNER,  
Emeritus Senior Specialist in Music

Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS

THE FAIR CHASE: The Epic Story of Hunting in 
America, by Philip Dray (New York: Basic Books, 
2018), 416 pp., $32.00 hb.

Philip Dray’s ambitious work, The Fair Chase, exam-
ines the history of hunting from the nation’s earliest 
days to the present. Dray expertly navigates all sides 
of the hunting debate, convincingly expressing views 
of advocates and critics, while remaining objective 
and thoughtful on differing perspectives in the debate. 

Themes that run throughout Dray’s examination of 
the evolution of hunting include the impact of tech-
nology, artistic and literary expressions of the sport, 

changing views of race, class, and gender through 
participation in hunting, and thoughtfully rendered 
discussions of ethics and philosophy. These elements 
give the volume an academic feel and are key contri-
butions to our understanding of hunting in America. 
Dray’s fluid writing style, storytelling, and coverage 
of the colorful cast of characters throughout the his-
tory of hunting in America make the work engaging 
and accessible to a general audience as well. 

While focusing on the evolution of hunting in 
America, Dray’s coverage extends beyond national 
borders to examine the sport’s roots in British culture 
and the complicated extension of America’s hunting 
ethos abroad, most notably with big game hunting in 
Africa in the days of Roosevelt and Hemingway as 
well as present debates over trophy hunting. 

Dray succeeds in this work through his keen abil-
ity to show all sides of the issue. Readers will benefit 
from his evenhanded presentation, the rich context he 
provides for each period of hunting’s development, 
and his philosophical reflections on what hunting 
reveals about Americans’ views of themselves and 
the nation.

MARK T. JOHNSON, Department of History
University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN

THE INTEGRATION OF THE PACIFIC COAST 
LEAGUE: Race and Baseball on the West Coast, 
by Amy Essington (University of Nebraska Press, 
2018), 161 pp., $19.95 pb.

Between 1948 and 1952 the Pacific Coast League, the 
provider of talented baseball players for Major League 
Baseball, went from all- white segregated to integrated 
teams that included African Americans, Latinos, and 
some Asian and Native Americans. Amy Essington 
traces this story from racism to often grudging accep-
tance, exploring not only the Pacific Coast League but 
how Major League Baseball was first organized in the 
late-nineteenth century, how players of color were 
excluded, and the careers of talented players who went 
from the Negro League into the PCL farm and major 
league teams through their talent and perseverance.

Essington moves well beyond her basic narrative 
to regale readers with fascinating information on the 
numerous minor league teams, leagues in other coun-
tries such as Mexico and Cuba, and above all, the 
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stories of John Richey, Frank Austin, Artie Wilson, 
and other star players who had to deal with bigotry 
and discrimination in their careers. This is a book 
that will appeal not only to scholars for its extensive 
research, but also to baseball fans who will marvel 
at the numerous minor league teams and their color-
ful names, rungs on the ladder to the major leagues. 
Readers will also learn that Jackie Robinson and 
Dodgers owner Branch Rickey, though pioneers in 
ending segregation in major league baseball, were 
part of a larger effort to end the discrimination that 
included players less well known.

ABRAHAM HOFFMAN, Department of History
Los Angeles Valley College, Valley Glen, CA

THE STORY OF JOHNNY KAW, by George A. 
Filinger (Manhattan, KS: Friends of Johnny Kaw, 
2018), 72 pp., $10.00 pb.

Different cultures and subcultures have their folk 
heroes, some real, some mythical. They explain the 
world as well as embody the hopes and aspirations of 
those who tell, hear, or read about them. Examples of 
real people who became folk heroes include Johnny 
(Chapman) Appleseed (apple orchards), Davey 
Crockett (frontier skills), and John Henry (rail-
road building). Examples of mythicals include Paul 
Bunyan (lumbering), John Buck (sailors), Joe Maga-
rac (steel production), Kemp Morgan (Oklahoma oil 
fields), and Finn MacCool (dug the Grand Canyon).

According to one of the Johnny Kaw tales, because 
farmers are modest and do not care to brag, the wheat 
farmers of the plains and prairie did not develop a 
folk hero. In 1955, George A. Filinger, a professor 
of horticulture at KSU, and Elmer J. Tomasch, a pro-
fessor of art at KSU, teamed up to create one whom 
they named Johnny Kaw, wheat farmer, which The 
Manhattan Mercury published. The occasion was the 
celebration of the centennial of the founding of Man-
hattan. Stories were short and topics varied, including 
such things as how his family, the U.S. Kawman-
dokansan, came to Kansas in the first place; the cre-
ation of Bluemont Hill and Wauconda Springs; the 
origin of the Wildcats and the Jayhawks; and many, 
many others.

After the original series was published in 1955, 
Filinger and Tomasch continued to create tales and 

drawings, and the total collection was published in 
1966. Also in 1966, Tomasch created a model statue 
of Johnny Kaw which was copied much larger in 
Manhattan City Park. Recently The Friends of Johnny 
Kaw proposed building a plaza in front of the statue. 
On November 9, The Manhattan Mercury published 
a front- page article saying that construction was to 
begin within 60 days and would be finished in 60 
days, weather permitting.

Proceeds from the sale of The Story of Johnny Kaw 
will go to help to pay for it, so send your order and 
$10 to Friends of Johnny Kaw, 131A Westloop Place, 
PMB #153, Manhattan. KS 66502. Buy two copies, 
one for you and one for a friend. For a good time, 
read The Story of Johnny Kaw.

CHRISTOPHER BANNER,  
Emeritus Senior Specialist in Music

Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS

ALBERT BIERSTADT: Witness to a Changing 
West, by Peter H. Hassrick (Norman: University of 
Oklahoma Press, 2018), 217 pp., $35.00 pb.

Renowned artist Albert Bierstadt (1830–1902) is 
remembered for his landscape paintings of the Amer-
ican West but he was also a painter of Native Ameri-
cans and wildlife. This volume chronicles his efforts 
to draw attention to a vanishing and changing ecosys-
tem in America’s West: the destruction of bison and 
its impact on the lives of Plains Indians. 

The book is divided into five sections each writ-
ten by noted art scholars and historians. Laura F. 
Fry examines Bierstadt’s career, Peter H. Hassrick 
discusses Bierstadt’s life during a time of change in 
the American West, Emily C. Burns and Melissa W. 
Speidel present essays on the reception of Bierstadt’s 
works and his influence as an animal painter, and Dan 
L. Flores explores the land of the Western Plains and 
attempts to preserve and conserve that land and its 
inhabitants during the years of Bierstadt’s career.

As the companion book to a major Bierstadt exhi-
bition, this volume and the artwork gathered and 
displayed in the showcase focus on his two final 
masterpieces, The Last of the Buffalo. The essayists 
recount Bierstadt’s evolution as an artist and focus on 
the art critics, his contemporaries and those of today, 
who find fault in his presentation and question his 
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integrity in presenting a true image of the landscape, 
the native peoples and the animals. A complex man, 
Bierstadt’s art endures and his paintings tell a story 
that continues to speak to viewers of his works. This 
volume is filled with photographs and illustrations 
and is a must- have for anyone who treasures painters 
of the American West.

PATRICIA ANN OWENS
Lawrenceville, IL

THE SAGA OF CHIEF JOSEPH, revised ed., 
by Helen Addison Howard (Lincoln: University of 
Nebraska Press), 328 pp., $20.00 pb.

The Nez Perce Indian tribe was spread over south-
eastern Washington, northeastern Oregon, and Idaho, 
and went buffalo hunting seasonally in western Mon-
tana. In the latter nineteenth century, they had five 
bands, each with its own chiefs. The Josephs, father 
and son, were the heads of one of them. The Saga 
of Chief Joseph is not just a biography. It is in four 
parts: Early history, treaty history, history of the mili-
tary campaign of 1877, and the later history that tells 
of young Joseph and his efforts to make life better for 
his captive people. 

It looks at the larger issues of Indian- white relations 
including the white land grab, putting the Indians on 
reservations, government treatment of the surrendered 
Indians including American nonobservance of treaty 
obligations, and massacres by both Whites and Indians.

Having to live on a reservation meant becoming 
farmers and ranchers, a profound change from the 
hunting and gathering life that they were used to. 
Reservation life was an uncertain one because the 
whites attempted, often successfully, to take even that 
small amount of treatied land away from them. Their 
attempt to gain freedom and governmental respect by 
moving to Canada was a bloody failure and of their 
initial 800, only 418 were left alive when it was over.

Joseph’s surrender speech is probably his best- 
known utterance. It says, in part: “I am tired of fight-
ing. Our chiefs are killed. . . . The old men are all 
dead . . . Hear me, my chiefs. I am tired; my heart is 
sick and sad. From where the sun now stands, I will 
fight no more forever” (280).

Howard says, “In the last analysis the real test of 
greatness is how an individual bears defeat. Joseph 

acquitted himself well in his darkest hour—a hero 
with moral courage.” (282)

CHRISTOPHER BANNER,  
Emeritus Senior Specialist in Music

Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS

PRAIRIE POWER: Student Activism, Counter-
culture, and Backlash in Oklahoma, 1962–1972, 
by Sarah Eppler Janda (Norman: University of Okla-
homa Press, 2018), 218 pp., $29.95 pb.

Today Oklahoma is one of the more conservative 
states, but in her study of student activism and the 
counterculture during the 1960s, historian Sarah 
Eppler Janda reminds readers that such was not 
always the case. Janda, professor of history at Cam-
eron University in Lawton, Oklahoma and the daugh-
ter of Oklahoma hippies, observes that Oklahoma 
radicals in the 1960s had a rich history on which to 
draw with the legacy of Woody Guthrie as well as a 
powerful Socialist Party before the First World War. 
And the radicals of the 1960s were well aware of this 
legacy with members of the University of Oklahoma 
Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) chapter 
publishing an underground newspaper, The Jones 
Family’s Grandchildren. The name was based on the 
1917 Green Corn Rebellion, in which members of an 
Oklahoma farming family were arrested for sedition 
when they attempted to organize a march on Wash-
ington to protest conscription and American entrance 
into World War I.

In her readable account, Janda employs a variety 
of sources, including underground newspapers, uni-
versity and government archives, letters criticizing 
student activism, and oral history interviews with 
members of her family. Janda argues that student 
radicals and hippies in Oklahoma were tolerant of 
one another and united by the search for a sense of 
authenticity which they found missing in their par-
ents’ generation. Much of the narrative focuses on 
political unrest at the state’s two largest universities, 
Oklahoma State University in Stillwater and the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma in Norman.

Janda acknowledges that campus activism in Okla-
homa was rather mild in contrast with student radi-
calism on the coasts and even among SDS chapters 
in states such as Texas that extolled what was termed 
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prairie power. Nevertheless, the existence of SDS 
chapters on the state’s two largest universities drew 
the ire of politicians and citizens who perceived 
antiwar protesters and countercultural symbols such 
as long hair as examples of communist infiltration. 
At Oklahoma State, university president Robert B. 
Kamm tolerated little dissent, forbidding professors 
from engaging in demonstrations and banning contro-
versial speakers. Under the leadership of presidents 
George Lynn Cross and J. Herbert Hollomon, the 
University of Oklahoma pursued a more liberal policy 
that was opposed by Governor Dewey Bartlett who 
formed the Office of Interagency Coordination to spy 
on students and citizens suspected of harboring racial 
views, surveillance activities that were encouraged by 
the FBI. Drug busts were also used by authorities to 
discredit the political ideas of student radicals.

Serious violence was averted at the University 
of Oklahoma during demonstrations following the 
invasion of Cambodia and killings at Kent State 
University. While the governor wanted to dispatch 
the National Guard to campus, Janda credits student 
leaders along with university administration and 
police with averting bloodshed. Confronted by sup-
pression, activists and hippies seemed to retreat from 
the public arena, pursuing personal agendas of spir-
itual growth and living in harmony with nature, but 
as Janda well demonstrates—although she tends to 
ignore the history of black and Native protest—there 
remains a rich tradition of insurgency on which Okla-
homans in the future might draw.

RON BRILEY, Sandia Preparatory School
Albuquerque, NM 

THE TIDE WAS ALWAYS HIGH: The Music of 
Latin America in Los Angeles, by Josh Kun, ed. 
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2017), 303 
pp., $29.95 pb.

This anthology consists of fifteen articles, plus an 
introduction by the editor, that demonstrates the 
influence of Latin American music not only on Los 
Angeles, as mentioned in the subtitle, but American 
society in general. The articles range from academic 
analysis to poetry. “Latin America” includes contri-
butions to the musical scene from Mexico, Brazil, 
Cuba, Peru, and other nations south of the border 

and in the Caribbean. The authors describe numerous 
contributions to the Latino music genre, as well as the 
songs they composed and the impact this music has 
had in the area of popular music. The broad scope of 
the article/chapters takes in its international flavor—
sometimes sanitized for non- Latino consumption—
and the presence of Latino music in motion pictures.

Among the article/chapters are topics such as 
Mexican musical theater in Los Angeles, the incred-
ible impact of Carmen Miranda on movies in the 
1930s–1940s, Latin music at the Hollywood Bowl, 
Disney’s Saludos Amigos film, interviews with ses-
sion musicians (often little known but seemingly 
ever present for studio recordings), and the ongoing 
influence of Brazil in popular music. Readers will 
also be delighted to find that YouTube has many 
of the songs mentioned in the book, so one gets 
to listen as well as read about them. The book is 
also enhanced by numerous illustrations and photo-
graphs, many in color.

ABRAHAM HOFFMAN, Department of History
Los Angeles Valley College, Valley Glen, CA

COMPLEXITY IN A DITCH: Bringing Water 
to the Idaho Desert, by Hugh T. Lovin (Pullman: 
Washington State University Press, 2017), 244 pp., 
$15.38 pb.

Complexity in a Ditch is a collection of previously 
published essays by the late Hugh T. Lovin (1928–
2014), professor of history at Boise State University 
from 1966 to 1993. The essays themselves were orig-
inally published between 1978 and 2002 in various 
journals and are currently available online. The nine 
essays are grouped into three parts. The first part is 
entitled “Promoting and Settling the Irrigation Fron-
tier,” and includes Professor Lovin’s seminal essay 
“Dreamers, Schemers, and Doers of Idaho Irrigation” 
(2002). The second part is entitled, “Irrigation Poli-
tics and Policy,” and focuses mostly on the Carey Act 
in Idaho. The third part generally deals with the suc-
cesses or failures specific projects such as the Twin 
Falls North Side Tract and the King Hills Tract. 

Adam M. Sowards, in his introduction, correctly 
refers to the book as “a body of work that stands up 
to the test of time” (11), and Complexity in a Ditch 
is a fitting tribute to Professor Lovin’s life’s work. 

In order to view this proof accurately, the Overprint Preview Option must be 
set to Always in Acrobat Professional or Adobe Reader. Please contact your                               

Customer Service Representative if you have questions about finding this option.

Job Name: -- /421923t



JOW, SPRINg 2019, vol. 58, No. 2
BOOKS FOR THE WESTERN LIBRARy 87

Professor Lovin’s authority as a researcher and histo-
rian of the American West, and of Idaho in particular, 
is undeniable and having some of his “greatest hits” 
in one place is certainly convenient, but there is noth-
ing new here. 

RICHARD MCFARLANE
Orange, CA

BANANA COWBOYS: The United Fruit Com-
pany and the Culture of Corporate Colonialism, 
by James W. Martin (Albuquerque: University of 
New Mexico Press, 2018), 252 pp., $65.00 hb.

The title derives from a self- description by some 
United Fruit (UFC) white collar workers as herders 
of bananas on the wild and woolly banana frontier 
of Central America in the early- twentieth century. 
James W. Martin presents a study not of herders but 
cowboys and Indians. Cowboys are the principal 
players in this academic history arranged topically 
rather than chronologically. West Indian workers and 
indigenous Mayan- descended laborers are part of 
the hostile environment confronting white American 
tools of imperialism. 

The case of United Fruit in Central America might 
be seen as analogous to either the slave/plantation 
American South or the broader European colonial-
ism, Martin casts the cowboy- Indian adventure as 
an extension of the American frontier experience, an 
intrusion of civilization into a wilderness. Perhaps the 
7th Cavalry rather than the settlers’ frontier is appro-
priate, given the wire- protected compounds with 
their American style amenities and the medical mea-
sures against tropical disease and indigenous immo-
rality and decadence, and the ever- shifting frontier as 
disease and decline made one plantation unprofitable 
and the virgin wilderness down the broken path ripe 
for exploitation. The first quarter of the twentieth 
century was after all notable for its scientific racism, 
even in the archaeological and anthropological ven-
tures as well as the tourism to primitive areas that 
were part of the UFCO experience.

Photos are abundant, and the scholarly apparatus 
is solid but not enough to deter the average fan of 
frontier studies.

JOHN H. BARNHILL
Houston, TX

THE CALIFORNIA MISSIONS SOURCE 
BOOK: Key Information, Dramatic Images, and 
Fascinating Anecdotes Covering All 21 Missions, 
3rd ed., by David J. McLaughlin (Scottsdale, AZ: 
Pentacle Press, 2016), 72 pp., $24.95 hb.

The establishment of the California missions by Spain 
began the recorded history of the settlement of Califor-
nia by Europeans. This book is a guidebook of those 
21 missions, with many interesting facts about each.

The book begins with a discussion of the overall 
history of the missions, with the first one established 
at San Diego in 1769. The author, David McLaugh-
lin states that the “missions were key to the over-
all success of the expeditionary venture. The grand 
strategy for the colonization of Alta California was to 
develop a chain of settlements along the coast from 
San Diego to Monterey.” The rich history with the 
failures, struggles, and then expansion, growth, and 
wealth of the missions up to Mexican independence 
are detailed. What follows is a discussion of each 
individual mission, with many interesting facts about 
each one. Surprisingly, many of the missions are not 
on their original site—missions would relocate for a 
variety of reasons.

The book concludes with the secularization of the 
missions by the Mexican government in the 1830s. 
The United States gained sovereignty over Califor-
nia with the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848. In 
1853, the Catholic Church petitioned the U.S. gov-
ernment to repatriate the missions, and presidential 
proclamations repatriated most church buildings and 
a small amount of land in the 1850s and 1860s. This 
book is an excellent overview of the California mis-
sions and their role in the history of the state from 
1769 to the present day and is highly recommended. 
A modern map would have helped to place the mis-
sions in their current locations.

MICHAEL MABEN, Jerome Hall Law Library
Indiana University, Bloomington, IN

WAR IN EAST TEXAS: Regulators vs. Moder-
ators, by Bill O’Neal (Denton: University of North 
Texas Press, 2018), 206 pp., $18.95 pb.

Previously published in 2006 by Best of East Texas 
Publishers, the study is now more widely available 
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thanks to the University of North Texas Press’ deci-
sion to re- release a well put together history by Bill 
O’Neal, State Historian of Texas and author of more 
than 30 works. The war in question is the Shelby 
County War, a multicounty feud between vigilantes, 
the regulators, and corrupt local officials, the mod-
erators, over a period of years during Texas inde-
pendence. East Texas at the time was near frontier 
with a history during the Mexican era as no man’s 
land, the circumstance that allowed the rise of corrupt 
government. 

The “war” took nearly three dozen lives over four 
years as both sides organized militias, armed gangs 
with no compunction about assassination and lynch-
ing and kangaroo courts. And family ties led the gang 
activity toward blood feud in the style of the more 
famous Hatfields and McCoys and the Earps and 
Clantons, neither of which had the level of violence 
and lawlessness or the duration of the Shelby County 
War. Eventually a show of force by President Sam 
Houston and generalized fatigue as well as the move-
ment of the frontier West brought the war to an end.

The study is well illustrated and solidly docu-
mented, and it is a valuable addition to the study of 
rough justice in the broader field of American history 
as well as a bringing to light of a forgotten episode in 
Texas history.

JOHN H. BARNHILL
Houston, TX

AN EARLY HISTORY OF THE MANHATTAN 
FIRE DEPARTMENT: The Volunteer Period, 
Manhattan, Kansas 1871–1922, by Charles R. Tan-
nehill (Manhattan, KS: Falling Wood Press, 2018), 
72 pp., $16.00 pb.

Charles Tannehill is a longtime Manhattan, Kansas, 
resident. I interviewed him about his recent book “An 
Early History of the Manhattan Fire Department.” 
Here is some of what he had to say, edited for length.

Chris Banner: How long were you a firefighter in 
Manhattan?

Chuck Tannehill: I began my career as a firefighter 
with the Manhattan Fire Department in 1974 and 
retired as operations chief in 2001.

CB: Manhattan was founded in 1855. What did 
Manhattan do for fire protection before 1871?

CT: It was just what you would see in old West-
erns. They formed bucket brigades and used water 
from wells and cisterns.

CB: What made you write this history and how 
long did it take you?

CT: A number of years ago, I was asked by a mem-
ber of the department to help with what I thought 
at the time was a little handout for an open house. 
I started to do more research and found many arti-
cles of interest about the early department. It took off 
from there.

Estimating all the time I worked to get to the point 
where I was able to publish a history of the depart-
ment that was as accurate as I could was about three 
years off and on. Writing for public comment is hum-
bling as mistakes and errors are pointed out. I went 
through at least 20 revisions. I am not sure I could 
find the energy to do another.

CB: Your book tells of the various fire chiefs and 
firemen; of the changes in equipment from peo-
ple drawing fire engines and then pumping by hand 
through horse drawn fire engines to the fire trucks 
like we have today; of government involvement in the 
running of the department; and several other things. 
What would you like the reader to take away from 
reading your book?

CT: The early residents were connected to each 
other through many social and community activities. 
I hope people will come away from the book with an 
appreciation of the dedication and efforts of the early 
residents of Manhattan who believed in Manhattan’s 
future and believed in helping their neighbors.

CB: Thanks for your book and your time.
CT: Glad to do it.
Copies available from The Riley County Historical 

Museum, 2309 Claflin Rd., Manhattan, KS 66502, 
and at The Riley County Genealogical Society, 2005 
Claflin Rd., Manhattan, KS 66502

CHRISTOPHER BANNER,  
Emeritus Senior Specialist in Music

Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS

CHARLES M. RUSSELL: The Women in His 
Life and Art, by Joan Carpenter Troccoli, ed. (Great 
Falls, MT: Charles M. Russell Museum, 2018), 175 
pp., $39.95 hb. 
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Troccoli notes that by the early- twentieth century, 
Western artist Charles M. Russell was fully devoted 
to “The West That Has Passed.” (23) His well- known 
and much beloved artwork portrays that era including 
Native Americans, Lewis and Clark, cowboys, cows 
and horses. Like most histories of the Western fron-
tier, Russell seldom included women in his majestic 
art. But women were a vital part of the day- to- day life 
on the frontier and can be found in Russell paintings 
and this catalogue highlights those.

The catalyst for this exhibition was an essay writ-
ten in 1984 by Ginger K. Renner addressing Russell’s 
depiction of women. Researchers and art historians 
have brought together art to illustrate Renner’s thesis. 
This volume is filled with color and black and white 

illustrations and essays that examine the theme. 
Brian Dippie provides an introduction, Joan Carper 
Troccoli provides an overview of the exhibit, Jenni-
fer Bottomly- O’Looney and Thomas A. Petrie focus 
on real- life women, including his wife, Nancy, who 
were important to his success and Emily Crawford 
Wilson explores the feminine form in nineteenth- and 
early twentieth-century art.

This volume, and the exhibit, extend our under-
standing and appreciation of Charles Russell and his 
art. All fans of his work will want to add this book to 
their libraries.

PATRICIA ANN OWENS
Lawrenceville, IL
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