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Course Name Global Connections: Shanghai 
Instructor Contact 
Information 
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ag158@nyu.edu 
15800746340 

Class Day and Time Tuesday 12:40-3:40 
Office Hours Day and 
Time 

By appointment  

Course Description This course examines Shanghai’s attempts to position itself at the forefront of the 
largest and fastest process of urbanization the world has ever seen. It explores the 
city’s attempts to build itself into the future metropolis of 21st century. It does so by 
facilitating a deep engagement with the city that combines field trip explorations (to 
the skyscrapers of Pudong, the suburban developments, a traditional lilong home and 
a second-hand electronic market), with reading based discussions on a series of key 
issues including density versus suburbanization, the role of planning, the contribution 
of migrants to the future city, the informal economy and urban creativity.  
 
The course has 3 separate but interrelated components: 
 
1. Field-trips designed to provide a direct engagement with the issues of the course. 
 
2. Reading-based lecture and seminar discussions 
 
3. An individual research project. 

Course Objectives Students will emerge from this class  
1. Having been introduced -- through field trips as well as lecture and 

discussion -- to the history and culture of Shanghai  
2. Having critically engaged with fundamental issues emerging from the rise of 

Shanghai. 
3. Having grappled with abstract theoretical arguments about urbanization and 

globalization. 
4. With the experience of formulating a research project which ties empirical 

investigation to abstract conceptual ideas. 
Grading Components Participation: 20 % 

Research Proposal: 15 % 
Final Research Paper 30% 
Reading Presentations:15% 
Field Trip Reports: 20% 

Instructor Brief 
Biography 

Anna Greenspan has been teaching courses on philosophy and urbanism at NYU 
Shanghai since 2009. Anna received her PhD in philosophy and cyberculture at the 
University of Warwick (UK). Since then her research, writing and teaching has 
focused on the rise of India and China: Asia’s giant neighbors. She is currently 
working on a book entitled “Modernity 2.0: Shanghai’s Reemergence in the 21st 
Century.” 

Grading Expectations A: Excellent performance showing a thorough knowledge and understanding of the 
topics of the course; all work includes clear, logical explanations, insight, and 
original thought and reasoning.   
B: Good performance with general knowledge and understanding of the topics; all 
work includes general analysis and coherent explanations showing some independent 
reasoning, reading and research.  
C: Satisfactory performance with some broad explanation and reasoning; the work 
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will typically demonstrate an understanding of the course on a basic level.  
D: Passable performance showing a general and superficial understanding of the 
course’s topics; work lacks satisfactory insight, analysis or reasoned explanations. 
F: Unsatisfactory performance in all assessed criteria. 

Attendance Policy NYU Shanghai has a strict policy about course attendance that allows no unexcused 
absences. Each unexcused absence will result in the deduction of three percentage 
points from the final grade. More than two unexcused absences will result in failure 
of the course.  
 
Students should contact their instructors to catch up on missed work but should not 
approach them for excused absences. All absence requests and excuses must follow 
the application procedure directions here: 
https://wikis.nyu.edu/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=30017155 
 
Students are expected to arrive to class promptly both at the start of class and after 
breaks. Arriving more than 10 minutes late or leaving more than 10 minutes early can 
be considered an unexcused absence. Unexcused absences from exams are not 
permitted and will result in failure of the exam. If you are granted an excused absence 
from an exam by NYU Shanghai administration, your instructor will decide how you 
will make up the exam. 
 
This attendance policy also applies for classes involving a field trip or other off-
campus visit. It is the student’s responsibility to arrive at the agreed meeting point on 
time.  
 
There will be no adjustment of attendance records after the end of the semester. If 
you wish to contest a marked absence, you must do so before you leave Shanghai; if 
you think that there may be a discrepancy about your attendance in class on a given 
day, ask the NYU Shanghai academic staff to let you look at the attendance record. 

Submission of Late 
Work 

Written work due in class must be submitted during class time. 
 
Late work should be submitted in person to the Academic Assistant during regular 
office hours (9:30-6:00, Monday-Friday). The Academic Assistant will mark down 
the date and time of submission in the presence of the student. In the absence of the 
Academic Assistant, another member of the administrative staff can accept the work 
in person, following the same protocol.  
 
Work submitted within five weekdays will be penalized one portion of a grade for 
every day that it is late (so if it is late by one day, an assignment marked an “A” will 
be changed to an “A-,” and so on). Work submitted more than five days after the due 
date without an agreed extension will be given a zero. 
 
Please note that final essays must be submitted on time. 

Plagiarism Policy The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images or data as 
though they were one’s own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an 
act of plagiarism.  
 
Students must retain an electronic copy of their work until final grades are posted on 
Albert. They must be prepared to supply an electronic copy if requested to do so by 
NYU Shanghai. Not submitting a copy of their work upon request will result in 
automatic failure in the assignment and possible failure in the class. Penalties for 
confirmed cases of plagiarism are set out in the Student Handbook. 

Required Text(s) Mandatory: Course Reader (Available for purchase in the Academic Office, A309) 
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Highly Recommended: Beyond Neon Lights by Hanchao Lu. Copies available on 
reserve in the Academic Office Book Collection.  

Week 1  
August 28 

Introduction: The Urban Age 
 
William McNeill, “Cities and their Consequences,” The American Interest, Vol 2 No 
4 (March/April 2007).  
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?vid=3&hid=13&sid=732c9db2-d503-4e85-
a2ce-
563e17a93718%40sessionmgr11&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#db
=a9h&AN=24837143 
If outside the Academic Center, you must be connected to a proxy in order to access 
the above link. Instructions on how to set up a proxy are 
here: http://www.nyu.edu/its/nyunet/offcampus/proxy/ 
 

Week 2 
Sept 4 

Puxi: Street Life 
 
Background Thinker: Marx Karl, “Bourgeois and Proletariat” The Communist 
Manifesto. http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-
manifesto/ch01.htm#007 
  
Discussion: 
Jane Jacobs. “Introduction & The Use of Sidewalks: Safety” Death and Life in 
American Cities. Vintage.   
Direct link: 
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/nyulibrary/Doc?id=10235265 
Available @ GetIt Link: 
https://getit.library.nyu.edu/go/3539706 
If outside the Academic Center, you must be connected to a proxy in order to access 
the above link. Instructions on how to set up a proxy are 
here: http://www.nyu.edu/its/nyunet/offcampus/proxy/ 
 
 
Lecture Readings: 
Hanchao Lu, in Beyond Neon Lights: Everyday Shanghai in the Early Twentieth 
Century. University California Press. 1999 (Introduction and Chapter 4) 
Available on reserves in the Academic Office Book Collection.  
 

Week 3 
Sept 11 

Field Trip: Tianzifang & Shikumen Museum 

Week 4 
Sept 18 
 

Hapai 
 
Background Thinker: Karl Marx Continued 
 
Reading Presentation: 
Kwame Anthony Appiah, “The Case for Contamination” New York Times, January 1 
2006  
Direct link: 
https://ezproxy.library.nyu.edu/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/930409
97?accountid=12768 
Available @ GetIt Link: 
https://getit.library.nyu.edu/go/3540234?umlaut.institution=NYU 
If outside the Academic Center, you must be connected to a proxy in order to access 
the above link. Instructions on how to set up a proxy are 

http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?vid=3&hid=13&sid=732c9db2-d503-4e85-a2ce-563e17a93718%40sessionmgr11&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#db=a9h&AN=24837143
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?vid=3&hid=13&sid=732c9db2-d503-4e85-a2ce-563e17a93718%40sessionmgr11&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#db=a9h&AN=24837143
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?vid=3&hid=13&sid=732c9db2-d503-4e85-a2ce-563e17a93718%40sessionmgr11&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#db=a9h&AN=24837143
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?vid=3&hid=13&sid=732c9db2-d503-4e85-a2ce-563e17a93718%40sessionmgr11&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#db=a9h&AN=24837143
http://www.nyu.edu/its/nyunet/offcampus/proxy/
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/ch01.htm#007
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/ch01.htm#007
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/nyulibrary/Doc?id=10235265
https://getit.library.nyu.edu/go/3539706
http://www.nyu.edu/its/nyunet/offcampus/proxy/
https://getit.library.nyu.edu/go/3540234?umlaut.institution=NYU
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here: http://www.nyu.edu/its/nyunet/offcampus/proxy/ 
 
 
Lecture Background: 
Lynn Pan, “Prologue” and “Origins of an Urban Style” in Shanghai Style: Art and 
Design Between the Wars.  
Available in course pack.  
 
Hanchao Lu, in Beyond Neon Lights: Everyday Shanghai in the Early Twentieth 
Century. University California Press. 1999 (Conclusion) 
Available on reserves in the Academic Office Book Collection.  
 
Field Trip 1 Report Due by Friday 5 pm 

Week 5 
Sept 25 
 

High Modernism: Skyscraper Cities  
 
Background Thinker: 
Le Corbusier. Forward & Chapter 1. City of Tomorrow and Its Planning. Dover 
Publications  
Available in course pack.  
 
Reading Presentation: 
Glaeser, Edward. “How Skyscrapers can Save the City. Atlantic. July 11 2011 
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2011/03/how-skyscrapers-can-save-
the-city/8387/ 
 
Lecture Background: 
Jonathan Woetzel. China’s cities in the Sky. McKinsey & 
Company http://whatmatters.mckinseydigital.com/cities/china-s-cities-in-the-sky 
 

Week 6 
October 9 

Field Trip: Pudong 

Week 7 
October 16 

Planning and the Unplanned 
Background Thinker: Corbusier Discussion 
 
Reading Presentation: 
Yasheng Huang. “What is Wrong with Shanghai Part 1& 2. The Globalist. March 
2009 
http://www.theglobalist.com/storyid.aspx?StoryId=7406 
http://www.theglobalist.com/storyid.aspx?StoryId=7407 
 
Lecture Background: 
Ian Johnson. The High Price of the New Beijing. The New York Review of Books. 
June 23 2011 
Direct link:  
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2011/jun/23/high-price-new-
beijing/?page=2 
Available @ GetIt Link: 
https://getit.library.nyu.edu/go/3545921?umlaut.institution=NYU 
If outside the Academic Center, you must be connected to a proxy in order to access 
the above link. Instructions on how to set up a proxy are 
here: http://www.nyu.edu/its/nyunet/offcampus/proxy/ 
 
Field Trip 2 Report Due by Friday 5 pm 

http://www.nyu.edu/its/nyunet/offcampus/proxy/
http://whatmatters.mckinseydigital.com/cities/china-s-cities-in-the-sky
https://getit.library.nyu.edu/go/3545921?umlaut.institution=NYU
http://www.nyu.edu/its/nyunet/offcampus/proxy/
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Week 8 
October 23 

Background Thinker: Peter Hall, Cities and Civilization. (Excerpts) 
Available in course pack.  
 
Reading Presentation: 
Richard Florida. Cities and the Creative Class. City & Community Volume 2, Issue 1, 
pages 3-19, March 2003 
Direct link:  
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?vid=3&hid=123&sid=c00a4f07-2b70-4923-
8137-
a2007ff1f4e8%40sessionmgr115&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#db
=sih&AN=10441019 
Available @ GetIt Link: 
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?sid=9a8fada7-4146-4951-839b-
e1fff6518b1b%40sessionmgr115&vid=1&hid=123&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbG
l2ZQ%3d%3d#db=sih&jid=K8T 
If outside the Academic Center, you must be connected to a proxy in order to access 
the above link. Instructions on how to set up a proxy are 
here: http://www.nyu.edu/its/nyunet/offcampus/proxy/ 
 

Week 9 
October 30  
 

Field Trip: Suzhou Creek 

Week 10 
November 6 

Guest Speaker/Lecture Series  

Week 11 
November 13 

Bottom up Innovation  
 
Background Thinker:  
Joseph Schumpeter. “Creative Destruction” in Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy. 
Harper Perrenial.  
Available in course pack.  
 
Reading Presentation: 
Christensen, Craig and Hall, “The Great Disruption” in Foreign Affairs. March/April 
2001.  
Direct link: 
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=buh&AN=4127133&site=eh
ost-live 
Available @ GetIt Link: 
https://getit.library.nyu.edu/go/3540367?umlaut.institution=NYU 
If outside the Academic Center, you must be connected to a proxy in order to access 
the above link. Instructions on how to set up a proxy are 
here: http://www.nyu.edu/its/nyunet/offcampus/proxy/ 
 
CK Prahalad. And Stuart L Hall. Serving the Bottom of the Pyramid. Strategy & 
Business. Issue 26 
http://www.cs.berkeley.edu/~brewer/ict4b/Fortune-BoP.pdf 
 
Lecture Background:  
The Economist. A special report on Innovation in Emerging Markets. April 15 2010  
http://www.economist.com/node/15879359 
 

Week 12 Field Trip: Baoshan 2nd Hand Electronic Market 

http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?vid=3&hid=123&sid=c00a4f07-2b70-4923-8137-a2007ff1f4e8%40sessionmgr115&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#db=sih&AN=10441019
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?vid=3&hid=123&sid=c00a4f07-2b70-4923-8137-a2007ff1f4e8%40sessionmgr115&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#db=sih&AN=10441019
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?vid=3&hid=123&sid=c00a4f07-2b70-4923-8137-a2007ff1f4e8%40sessionmgr115&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#db=sih&AN=10441019
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?vid=3&hid=123&sid=c00a4f07-2b70-4923-8137-a2007ff1f4e8%40sessionmgr115&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#db=sih&AN=10441019
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?sid=9a8fada7-4146-4951-839b-e1fff6518b1b%40sessionmgr115&vid=1&hid=123&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#db=sih&jid=K8T
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?sid=9a8fada7-4146-4951-839b-e1fff6518b1b%40sessionmgr115&vid=1&hid=123&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#db=sih&jid=K8T
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?sid=9a8fada7-4146-4951-839b-e1fff6518b1b%40sessionmgr115&vid=1&hid=123&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#db=sih&jid=K8T
http://www.nyu.edu/its/nyunet/offcampus/proxy/
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=buh&AN=4127133&site=ehost-live
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=buh&AN=4127133&site=ehost-live
https://getit.library.nyu.edu/go/3540367?umlaut.institution=NYU
http://www.nyu.edu/its/nyunet/offcampus/proxy/
http://www.cs.berkeley.edu/~brewer/ict4b/Fortune-BoP.pdf
http://www.economist.com/node/15879359
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November 20 
Week 13 
November 27 

 Shadow Economy 
 
Background Thinker:  
Joseph Schumpeter Discussion 
Available in course pack.  
 
Reading Presentation: 
Robert Neuwirth. The Shadow Superpower. Foreign Policy. October 28 
2011. http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/10/28/black_market_global_econo
my 
 
Hanchao Lu, in Beyond Neon Lights: Everyday Shanghai in the Early Twentieth 
Century. University California Press. 1999 (‘Peddlars’ pp.198-218) 
Available on reserves in the Academic Office Book Collection. 
 
Field Trip 4 Report Due by Friday 5 pm 

Week 14 
December 4 

Field Trip: Thames Town 

Week 15 
December 11 

Final Papers Due 

 
 

http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/10/28/black_market_global_economy
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/10/28/black_market_global_economy
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