
NYU Prague 

MPATC-UE9092P01 
Collegium and Program Seminar 

Spring 2022

Instructor Information 

• Tony Ackerman, Ph.D.

• Email: 
• Office hours: by appointment
• Telephone: 

Course Information

• MPATC-UE9092P01
• Collegium and Program Seminar
• Prerequisite: Music major
• Wednesdays, 5-6:20 p.m.* RD Havel Hall

*Note: meeting times will vary, according to the concert and guest lecture schedules. 
In some concert weeks, meeting will be changed to the day of the concert and there 
will be no classroom meeting. See Course Schedule for details.

Course Overview and Goals 

The aim of the Prague Collegium is to provide music students with a variety of 
experiences which reflect Prague’s unique musical and artistic history and culture, 
through concert attendance, field trips and lectures. 

In some sessions we will hear a lecture or attend a musical event focused on a 
historical period of Czech music, or on a genre unique to the Prague contemporary 
music scene.  The concerts will occasionally take place on evenings other than the 
Wednesday scheduled time, and on those weeks we will not hold the Wednesday 
evening class. 

We will also try to address the needs of the various majors, as possible within our 
limited schedule, e.g. performance workshops for performers, school visits for music 
education majors, guest speakers for music business majors. 
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Desired outcomes: 

• to experience Prague through its music and unique spaces

• to widen your range of experience in hearing diverse musical genres
• to address the needs of the various majors

Course Requirements 

• Attendance at all meetings and concert/lectures

The class is not graded. There is no credit, and the marking on the transcript is 
Pass/Fail. 

Course Schedule 
Events in bold type are scheduled at a different time and/or place than the weekly class. 

Course Schedule 

Week/Date Topic Reading 
Assignment 

Due 

Session 1 
Wednesday, 
January 26 

Introductions, logistics. Discussion: Why Make 
Music? 

Session 2 
Wednesday, 
February 2 

Concert #1: Jazz Trio at Agharta Jazz Club, 
5-6:20 p.m 

Session 3 
Wednesday, 
February 9 

Music and Prague Architecture walk (dress warmly!) 

Session 4 
Wednesday, 
February 16 

Salon #1: Performance workshop, Osadni basement 

Session 5 
Wednesday, 
February 23 

Guest speaker TBA 

Session 6 
Wednesday, 
March 2 

Lecture: Preparation for Zemlinsky String Quartet concert 

Session 7 
Wednesday, 
March 9 

Concert #2: Zemlinsky String Quartet, RD Havel Hall, 
7 p.m. 

Wednesday, 
March 16 

SPRING BREAK - NO CLASSES 
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Session 8 
Wednesday, 
March 23 

Concert #3: Moravian Folk Ensemble, RD Havel Hall, 
5 p.m. 

Session 9 
Wednesday, 
March 30 

Salon #2 

Session 10, 
Wednesday, 
April 6 

Lecture: Preparation for opera Rusalka 
(optional: tour of National Theater, 3-4 p.m.) 

Session 11, 
Wednesday, 
April 13 

Concert #4: Dvorak’s opera Rusalka, National Theater 
Tue. April 12*, 7 p.m. 
*note day change

Session 12 
Wednesday, 
April 20 

Guest speaker TBA 

Session 13 
Wednesday, 
April 27 

Salon #3: Practice for final concerts 

Session 14 
Wednesday, 
May 4 

NYU Student Concerts 

Session 15 
Wednesday, 
May 11 

FINAL EXAMS -- no class 

Course Policies 

Attendance and Tardiness 

Absences only for medical reasons and for religious observance will be excused. To obtain an 
excused absence, you are obliged to supply either a doctor’s note or corroboration of your 
illness by a member of the housing staff (either an RA or a Building Manager).  To be 
excused for religious observance, you must contact the instructor and the Academic Director 
via e-mail one week in advance of the holiday. Your absence is excused for the holiday only 
and does not include days of travel associated with the holiday. Unexcused absences will be 
penalized with a 2% percent deduction from your final course grade for every week of classes 
missed. 

Please note that Friday, April 24 (9am – 5pm) is reserved as a make-up day for missed 
classes. Do not schedule any trips for this day. 

Collegium Classroom Etiquette -- In-Person 

Let us be guided by common courtesy, respect for others, and the will to maintain a 
focused learning environment. The following guidelines will help: 

• Please arrive on time – your active participation is necessary from the 
beginning.
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• Please do not open laptops or look at cell phones during class, concerts or
other events

Course Policies 

Attendance and Tardiness 

Studying at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive 
experience, in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in 
discussion-based seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active 
participation of all students. And since classes typically meet once or twice a week, 
even a single absence can cause a student to miss a significant portion of a 
course. To ensure the integrity of this academic experience, class attendance at the 
centers, or online through NYU Brightspaces if the course is remote 
synchronous/blended, is expected promptly when class begins. Attendance will be 
checked at each class meeting. If you have scheduled a remote course immediately 
preceding/following an in-person class, you may want to write to Academic Director 
Vanda Thorne (vt21@nyu.edu) to see if you can take your remote class at the 
Academic Center. 

As soon as it becomes clear that you cannot attend a class, you must inform your 
professor and/or the Academic Director Vanda Thorne (vt21@nyu.edu) by email 
immediately (i.e. before the start of your class). Absences are only excused if they 
are due to illness, Moses Center accommodations, religious observance or 
emergencies. Your professor or site staff may ask you to present a doctor's note or an 
exceptional permission from an NYU Staff member as proof. Emergencies or other 
exceptional circumstances that you wish to be treated confidentially must be presented 
to staff. Doctor's notes must be submitted in person or by e-mail to the Academic 
Director, who will inform your professors. 

Liberal Studies Program Student Handbook) 

Classroom Etiquette -- general, remote 

• Please be mindful of your microphone and video display during synchronous 
class meetings. Ambient noise and some visual images may disrupt class time 
for you and your peers.

• If you are not using your cell phone to follow the lesson, cell phones should be 
turned off or in silent mode during class time.

• Make sure to let your classmates finish speaking before you do.
• Please do not eat during class and minimize any other distracting noises (e.g. 

rustling of papers and leaving the classroom before the break, unless absolutely 
necessary)

• If deemed necessary by the study away site (ie COVID related need), 
synchronous class sessions may be recorded and archived for other students to 
view. This will be announced at the beginning of class time.
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• Students should be respectful and courteous at all times to all participants in 
class. In online classes, consider using the chat function or “raise hand” 
function in order to add your voice to class discussions.

Inclusivity Policies and Priorities
NYU’s Office of Global Programs and NYU’s global sites are committed to equity, 
diversity, and inclusion. In order to nurture a more inclusive global university, NYU 
affirms the value of sharing differing perspectives and encourages open dialogue 
through a variety of pedagogical approaches. Our goal is to make all students feel 
included and welcome in all aspects of academic life, including our syllabi, 
classrooms, and educational activities/spaces. 

Attendance Rules on Religious Holidays
Members of any religious group may, without penalty, excuse themselves from classes 
when required in compliance with their religious obligations. Students who anticipate 
being absent due to religious observance should notify their lecturer AND NYU SITE’s 
Academics Office in writing via email one week in advance. If examinations or 
assignment deadlines are scheduled on the day the student will be absent, the 
Academics Office will schedule a make-up examination or extend the deadline for 
assignments. Please note that an absence is only excused for the holiday but not for 
any days of travel that may come before and/or after the holiday. See also University 
Calendar Policy on Religious Holidays 

Pronouns and Name Pronunciation (Albert and Zoom)
Students, staff, and faculty have the opportunity to add their pronouns, as well as the 
pronunciation of their names, into Albert. Students can have this information displayed 
to faculty, advisors, and administrators in Albert, Brightspace, the NYU Home internal 
directory, as well as other NYU systems.  Students can also opt out of having their 
pronouns viewed by their instructors, in case they feel more comfortable sharing their 
pronouns outside of the classroom. For more information on how to change this 
information for your Albert account, please see the Pronouns and Name Pronunciation 
website. 

Students, staff, and faculty are also encouraged, though not required, to list their 
pronouns, and update their names in the name display for Zoom. For more information 
on how to make this change, please see the Personalizing Zoom Display Names 
website. 

Bias Response
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The New York University Bias Response Line provides a mechanism through which 
members of our community can share or report experiences and concerns of bias, 
discrimination, or harassing behavior that may occur within our community.  
  
Experienced administrators in the Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO) receive and 
assess reports, and then help facilitate responses, which may include referral to 
another University school or unit, or investigation if warranted according to the 
University's existing Non-Discrimination and Anti-Harassment Policy. 
  
The Bias Response Line is designed to enable the University to provide an open forum 
that helps to ensure that our community is equitable and inclusive. 
  

To report an incident, you may do so in one of three ways:  
• Online using the Web Form (link) 
• Email: bias.response@nyu.edu 

• Phone: 212-998-2277 
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