
NYU Paris 
ANTH-UA9900 / IDSEM-UG9351 

Anthropological Perspectives on Multicultural France 
Course taught in Blended Mode, offered on-site in Paris 

Please note: daylight savings goes into effect (clocks “fall back”) on October 25, 2020  

 

Fall 2020 
We know that you may be taking courses at multiple locations this semester. If you are enrolled 
in this course 100% remotely and are not a Go Local/Study Away student for this course, please 
make sure that you’ve completed the online NYU Paris academic orientation via NYU Classes 
so you are aware of site specific support structure, policies and procedures. Please contact 
nyu.paris.academics@nyu.edu if you have trouble accessing the NYU Classes site. 
 
If you are attending this class in person, you will be assigned a seat on the first day and are 
expected to use that seat for the entire semester as per NYU COVID-19 safety protocols. 

Instructor Information 
● Professor Beth Epstein 
● Office hours Mon/Wed 17h30-18h0 and by appointment 

Course Information 
● ANTH-UA9900/ IDSEM-UG9351  
● Anthropological Perspectives on Multicultural France 
● Mon. / Wed. 16h00-17h30 
● Classroom 410 
● To connect via Zoom:  

 
France is where the French live, but who are the French?  Frequently described as a culturally 
homogeneous nation, France is one of the most important immigrant receiving countries in 
Europe.  In this course we consider this paradox in an effort to understand the diversity of the 
country’s make-up as well as the ideologies and institutions that have succeeded, or not, in 
making others French. Conflicts and controversies of the past 40 years, that include the rise of 
the extreme right, the problem of the disadvantaged suburbs, the question of Islamic headscarves 
and more, have pushed these questions to the forefront of the country’s domestic agenda. 
Looking historically and across several case studies, we ask both what an anthropological 
perspective can bring to these questions as well as what the French example can add to our 
understandings of culture, diversity, and race.  Conducted in English.  
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Course Overview and Goals 

Upon Completion of this Course, students will have: 

● Achieved an understanding of diversity issues in France in relation their contemporary 
political, social, and economic contexts; 

● Gained an understanding of how French colonial and immigration histories impact events 
in the present day; 

● Reflected on what the French case can bring to a critical and reflexive analysis of social, 
cultural, and racial categories and their articulation in contemporary multicultural 
discourse; 

● Acquired an understanding of anthropological modes of inquiry and their bearing on 
contemporary social questions.  

Course Requirements 

● Class participation: You are expected to attend class in person or remote synchronously; 
active participation in class discussion and contributions to weekly NYU Classes Forum; 
15%  

● Essay questions: each student will write a total of three 5-7 page essays based on class 
topics.  Four essay prompts will be provided, students select three out of the four.  Due 
dates: 9/23, 10/19, 11/16, 12/17.  Each essay counts for 20% 

● Presentation and 5-7 page paper on assigned reading: Each student will present one of the 
assigned “migrant stories.”  The presentation should include background information on 
the migration history of the group under consideration, discussion of 2 to 3 pertinent 
points from the narrative, and questions for discussion.  Presentation and paper, 25% 

Letter Grades 

Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 
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Letter Grade Description 

A 

Outstanding to Excellent: Work that is well argued and 
structured, that considers and seeks to move beyond 
arguments developed in class and in the readings, that makes 
good use of evidence, that shows originality, particular flair or 
insight. 

B Very Good to Satisfactory: Work that takes up the key issues 
and debates, that makes good points or questions, but which 



 

Course Schedule 

Topics and Assignments 
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does not show a good sense of argument or structure, which 
does not consider adequately the evidence, and/or which is 
weak on independent thinking or originality. 
 

C 

Average to Below Average: Work which may raise some 
interesting questions but which remains superficial, 
undeveloped, or poorly structured, and/or shows insufficient 
grasp of the subject matter.  
 

D 

Poor: Work which presents incorrect or confused information, 
which is poorly written and structured, which pays no 
attention to form or academic convention (appropriate use of 
quotes and citations, etc.) 
 

F 

Fail: Any work that is plagiarized, not submitted, completely 
off-subject and/or that shows no effort, will receiving a failing 
grade. 
 

Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment 
Due 

Week 1  
9/2  
 

Introduction 
 
 

  
 

Week 2 
9/7 

Part I: Peoples 
& Cultures: 
What makes 
the Nation? 

Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1762) The Social 
Contract, Gerard Hopkins, trans. In Social 
Contract: Locke, Hume, Rousseau, Sir Ernest 
Baker, ed (1962). NY: Oxford University 
Press. Books I & II, parts I, III, & IV. 
 

 

9/9 
 

 Benedict Anderson (1983) Imagined 
Communities: Reflections on the Origin and 
Spread of Nationalism.  London: Verson 
Books. Ch. 1, pp. 11-16. 
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Anne-Marie Thiesse (2009) “The Formation of 
National Identities.” In The European Puzzle: 
The Political Structuring of Cultural Identities 
at a Time of Transition, Marion Demossier, ed. 
NY: Berghahn Books, pp. 15-27. 
 

Week 3 
9/14 

 Eugen Weber (1976) Peasants into 
Frenchmen: The Modernization of Rural 
France, 1870-1914.  Stanford University 
Press.  Chs 1 & 6, pp. 3-22, 67-94. 
 

 

9/16  Points for discussion, Part I 
  

Week 4  
9/21 

Part II -- 
Integrating 
Others: 
Immigration 
Histories 

Gérard Noiriel (1996) “French & Foreigners.” 
In Realms of Memory: The Construction of the 
French Past, vol. 1, Pierra Nora, ed. NY: 
Columbia University Press, pp. 145-180. 

 

9/23  In-class film screening :  La Cour de Babel, by 
Julie Bertuccelli (2013) 
https://video-alexanderstreet-com.proxy.library
.nyu.edu/watch/school-of-babel 
 

Essay 1 due 

Week 5 
9/28 

 Migrant Story 1: Caroline B. Brettell (1982) 
We Have Already Cried Many Tears: The 
Stories of Three Portuguese Migrant Women. 
Rochester, VT: Schenkman Books, Inc., ch 4, 
pp. 89-109. 
 

1st student 
presentation 
+ essay 

9/30 Integrating 
Others: the 
Imperial Surge 

Site Visit: Musée Nationale de l’Histoire de 
l’Immigration  
 
Nancy Green (2007) “History at Large: A 
French Ellis Island? Museums, Memory and 
History in France and the United States.” 
History Workshop Journal (63): 239-253. 
 

 

Week 6 
10/05 

 Alice Conklin (2011) The Civilizing Mission. 
In The French Republic: History, Values, 
Debates, Edward Berenson, Vincent Duclert, 

 

https://video-alexanderstreet-com.proxy.library.nyu.edu/watch/school-of-babel
https://video-alexanderstreet-com.proxy.library.nyu.edu/watch/school-of-babel
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Christophe Prochasson, eds.  Ithaca, NY: 
Cornell University Press, pp. 173-181. 
 

10/07  Emma Tarlo (2019) “Racial hair: the 
persistence and resistance of a category” 
Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, 
25(2):324-348. 
 

 

Week 7 
10/12 

 Points for discussion, Part II  

10/14 Part III – On 
Race and 
Diversity, a 
Mid-century 
Conversation 

Film (to watch out of class) : Aimé Césaire: 
Une Voix pour l’Histoire (1994), part II : Au 
rendez-vous de la conquête, Euzhan Palcy, 
1994  
 
Reading: Léopold Sédar Senghor (1991) The 
Collected Poetry.  Charlottesville: University 
Press of Virginia.  In particular, from “Shadow 
Songs” (1945): “Joal”, “Snow in Paris”, 
“Prayer to the Masks”;  from “Black Hosts” 
(1948): “Prayer for Peace”; from 
“Ethiopiques” (1956) “To New York”. 

 

 

Week 8 
10/19 

 Aimé Césaire (2001) Notebook of a Return to 
the Native Land.  Middletown, CT: Wesleyan 
University Press. & Introduction by André 
Breton.  

Essay 2 due 

10/21  Césaire continued  

Week 9 
10/26 

 Jean-Paul Sartre (1988) “Black Orpheus” 
(originally publ. 1948).  In What is Literature? 
and Other Essays Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press, pp. 291-330. 
 

 

10/28  Film screening : Les Lumières Noires, Bob      
Swaim, 2006  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=-
apY7hTJWNU 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=-apY7hTJWNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=-apY7hTJWNU
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Week 10 
11/2 

 Frantz Fanon (1967) Black Skins, White 
Masks.  New York: Grove Press. Ch. 5 “The 
Fact of Blackness,” & Ch. 8 “By Way of 
Conclusion” pp. 109-140, 223-232. 
 

 

11/14  Points for discussion, Part III 
 
Migrant Story 2: Abdelmalek Sayad (2000), 
“El Ghorba: From original sin to collective 
lie.” Ethnography 1(12):147-171. 
 

2nd student 
presentation 
+ essay 

Week 11 
11/9 

Part IV – The 
Post-Colonial 
Challenge 

Film (to screen out of class) – Life is a Very 
Strange Thing, Les McLaren & Annie Stiven, 
2018.  
 
Migrant Story 3: Marie Godin, Katrine Møller 
Hansen, Aura Lounasmaa, Corinne Squire and 
Tahir Zaman, eds. (2017) Voices from the 
'Jungle': Stories from the Calais Refugee 
Camp, Pluto Press.  Ch. 3, “Living in the 
‘Jungle’: Arriving, exploring and settling in”  
 

3rd student 
presentation 
+ essay 

11/11 Holiday, NYU 
Center Closed   

Week 12 
11/16 

Laicité in 
question 

John Bowen (2007) Why the French Don’t 
Like Headscarves: Islam, the State, and Public 
Space.  Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
chs. 1, 2 & 4, pp. 1-33, 65-97. 
 
Patrick Weil (2004) “Lifting the Veil.” French 
Politics, Culture, & Society 22(3): 142-147. 
 
Mark Lilla (2015) “France on Fire,” New York 
Review of Books, March 5. 
 

Essay 3 due 

11/18 The numbers 
game 

Press clippings, François Hollande election 
proposals on “race” 
 
Patrick Simon (2008), “The Choice of 
Ignorance: The Debate on Ethnic and Racial 
Statistics in France.” French Politics, Culture 
& Society 26(1):7-31. 
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Alain Blum & France Guérin-Pace (2008), 
“From Measuring Integration to Fighting 
Discrimination: The Illusion of ‘Ethnic 
Statistics’”. French Politics, Culture & Society 
26(1):45-61. 
 
 

11/21  Festival des Solidarités (optional, tbc)  

Week 13 
11/23 

  
Migrant Story 4: Julie Kleinman (2014), “The 
Path Between Two Points: Malian adventures 
in France.” Transition, no. 113:25-43. 
 

4th student 
presentation 
+ essay 

11/25 Focus on the 
banlieue  

Mustafa Dikeç (2007), Badlands of the 
Republic: Space, Politics, and Urban Policy. 
Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing, chs. 6 & 
7, pp. 127-169. 
 

 

Week 14  
11/30 

 Film (tbc), 365 Jours à Clichy-Montfermeil, 
Ladj Ly, 2006. 
 
Migrant Story 5: Tash Aw (2019), “On Being 
French and Chinese.” Granta, 149. 
 

5th student 
presentation 
+ essay 

12/02  Didier Fassin & Anne-Claire Defossez (2019), 
« An Improbable Movement? Macron’s France 
and the Rise of the Gilets Jaunes.” New Left 
Review 115:77-92. 
 
Beth Epstein (2020), “Race-Blind: Rethinking 
a French-American Conversation,” Allegra 
Lab, July 7. 
 

 

Week 15 
12/7 

 Points for discussion, Part IV  

12/9 Wrapping up Paul Gilroy (2019) “Never Again: Refusing 
Race and Salvaging the Human”, Holberg 
Lecture, University of Bergen, June 4.  
  

 



Course Materials 

Required Textbooks & Materials 

Aimé Césaire (2001) Notebook of a Return to the Native Land.  Middletown, CT: Wesleyan 
University Press. &  Introduction by André Breton; multiple copies are available in the NYU 
Paris Library, a different edition can be accessed as an ebook here: 
https://muse-jhu-edu.proxy.library.nyu.edu/book/22728  
 
All other course readings are available in the “Resources” section of NYU Classes.  Links to 
assigned films will be shared as they become available. 

Resources  

● Access your course materials: NYU Classes (nyu.edu/its/classes) 
● Databases, journal articles, and more: Bobst Library (library.nyu.edu) 
● Assistance with strengthening your writing: NYU Writing Center 

(nyu.mywconline.com)  
● Obtain 24/7 technology assistance: IT Help Desk (nyu.edu/it/servicedesk) 

Course Policies 
Hygiene/Physical Distancing policies 
Students will be assigned/choose a seat on the first day of class. For NYU COVID-19 Safety 
protocols, please use the same seat for the duration of the semester. 

Attendance and Tardiness 

● Studying at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive 
experience, in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in 
discussion-based seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active 
participation of all students. And since classes typically meet once or twice a week, even 
a single absence can cause a student to miss a significant portion of a course.  

● To ensure the integrity of this academic experience, class attendance at the centers or 
online through NYU Classes if the course is remote synchronous/blended, is expected 
promptly when class begins. Unexcused absences will affect students' semester 
participation grade.  
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Week 16 
12/16 

Finals week  Essay 4 due 

https://muse-jhu-edu.proxy.library.nyu.edu/book/22728
http://www.nyu.edu/its/classes
http://library.nyu.edu/
https://nyu.mywconline.com/
http://www.nyu.edu/it/servicedesk


● If you have scheduled a remote course immediately preceding/following an in-person 
class, you may want to discuss where at the Academic Center the remote course can be 
taken. 

● Students are responsible for making up any work missed due to absence. Repeated 
absences in a course may result in failure. Unexcused absences affect students’ grades: 
unexcused absences will be penalized with a 2% deduction from the students’ final 
course grade. 

● Absences are excused only for illness, religious observance, and emergencies.  

Illness: For a single absence, students may be required to provide a doctor’s note, at the 
discretion of the Associate Director of Academics.  In the case of two consecutive absences, 
students must provide a doctor’s note. Exams, quizzes, and presentations will not be made up 
without a doctor’s note.  

Religious Observance:  Students observing a religious holiday during regularly scheduled class 
time are entitled to miss class without any penalty to their grade. This is for the holiday only and 
does not include the days of travel that may come before and/or after the holiday. Students must 
notify their instructor and the Academic Office in writing via email one week in advance before 
being absent for this purpose.  If exams, quizzes, and presentations are scheduled on a holiday a 
student will observe, the Associate Director, in coordination with the instructor, will reschedule 
them.  

Please note:  if you are unable to attend class, you are required to email your professors 
directly to notify them. 

Late Assignment 
Late submission or work will be accepted only with justifiable reasons of health or family 
emergency.  

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism 
At NYU, a commitment to excellence, fairness, honesty, and respect within and outside the 
classroom is essential to maintaining the integrity of our community.  

Plagiarism: presenting others' work without adequate acknowledgement of its source, as 
though it were one’s own.  Plagiarism is a form of fraud.  We all stand on the shoulders of 
others, and we must give credit to the creators of the works that we incorporate into products 
that we call our own.  Some examples of plagiarism: 

▪ a sequence of words incorporated without quotation marks 
▪ an unacknowledged passage paraphrased from another's work 
▪ the use of ideas, sound recordings, computer data or images created by others as 

 though it were one’s own 
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▪ submitting evaluations of group members’ work for an assigned group project 
which misrepresent the work that was performed by another group member 

▪ altering or forging academic documents, including but not limited to admissions 
materials, academic records, grade reports, add/drop forms, course registration 
forms, etc. 

For further information, students are encouraged to check 
www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/academic-integri
ty-for-students-at-nyu.html 
 
Classroom Expectations 
Please be mindful of your microphone and video display during synchronous class meetings. 
Ambient noise and some visual images may disrupt class time for you and your peers.  
If you are not using your cell phone to follow the lesson, cell phones should be turned off or 
in silent mode during class time. 
Make sure to let your classmates finish speaking before you do.  
Please do not eat during class and minimize any other distracting noises (e.g. rustling of 
papers and leaving the classroom before the break, unless absolutely necessary) 
If deemed necessary by the study away site (ie COVID related need), synchronous class 
sessions may be recorded and archived for other students to view. This will be announced at 
the beginning of class time. 
Students should be respectful and courteous at all times to all participants in class. Consider 
using the chat function or “raise hand” function in order to add your voice to class discussions 
especially if leaving the video on presents challenges. 

Disability Disclosure Statement 

Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities. Please contact the Moses 
Center for Students with Disabilities (212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) for further 
information. Students who are requesting academic accommodations are advised to reach out to 
the Moses Center as early as possible in the semester for assistance. 
 
 
Instructor Bio 
Beth Epstein holds a Ph.D. in anthropology from NYU and a B.A. from Princeton University.  In 
addition to her teaching responsibilities, she is Academic Director at NYU Paris, and Associated 
Academic with the Independent Social Research Foundation.  Her research focuses on the 
history and meaning of race and difference, on questions of civic life, and urban policy and 
practice in France and the United States.  She has conducted fieldwork in rural and urban France, 
and taught many courses on social issues in contemporary French society. She is co-director of 
the documentary film Kofi chez les Français (with Carlyn Saltman, 1993), and author of the 
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book Collective Terms: Race, Culture & Community in a State-Planned City in France, 
published in 2011 by Berghahn Books.  
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