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Instructor Information 
Dr Imola STREHO 
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is384@nyu.edu 

Course Information 
● POL-UA9523 C02/EURO-UA9123 C01 

France and the European Union 
The purpose of this class is to provide students with a clear understanding of EU governance 
and how the body of rules, procedures and practices relate to the way powers are exercised 
in the EU. An overview of the history of European integration, of the role of European 
institutions and member states, and of current developments and crises affecting the EU. 
Particular attention will be given to the historical role played by France in the EU’s creation 
and development, and of the impact of EU membership on French society, politics, and 
economy. At the end of the course, students will be familiar with French political system and 
its current challenges. Students will learn the unique features of European governance, to 
understand the theories of integration underlying the project, to put in European context the 
notions of democracy and sovereignty. After the course, students will be fully informed about 
foundational principles, actors, processes and main policy orientations in the EU 
No prerequisite 
Monday and Wednesday from 9a.m to 10.30am 

○ Room 408 

Course Overview and Goals 

Upon Completion of this Course, students will be able to: 
1) Identify important characteristics of French political system; 
2) Understand the EU Governance and its current challenges; 
3) Understand how historical legacies affect modern political practices; 
4) Recognize the capacities and constraints politicians face with regards to both institutions and 
politics at EU level; 
5) Discuss how European institutions constrain and empower domestic political actors; 
6) Engage in major European Public policies orientation. 

Course Requirements 

Class Participation 

Each session is only partly a lecture class; half of each class session will be devoted to discussion 
and in class work. Each class session begins with an introduction to the day’s theme and readings, 



providing both background and some specific case examples to get started. Thereafter, students 
will generally take over. Most sessions will involve some form of student-centered discussion. 
These discussions will be anything from grappling with discussion questions, to application of 
theories to current events, to group debates, to games. During discussions, students are expected 
to engage with one another politely. There will likely be times when views are expressed that are 
in opposition of a student. Students will be encouraged to consider these moments when 
assumptions, beliefs, and understandings are challenged as an opportunity to reconsider the issue 
from another perspective. Engagement with diverse perspectives allows us to reach better, more 
accurate conclusions than we can typically reach alone or by simply hearing perspectives similar 
to our own. 

Assignments 

Each student writes two papers during the semester. One paper during the semester and a final 
paper by the end of the semester. The first paper of 1500 words (~5 to 7 pages, double-spaced, 12 
pt. font, 1-inch margins) and the second of 3000 words (~10 to 14 pages, double spaced, 12 pt font, 
1-inch margins). There is a buffer of 100 words, and papers outside of that range will be penalized 
3 points for every 50 words. By assigning short papers, the goal is to allow students to practice 
making a well-reasoned argument in a concise manner. 

Assigned Readings 

The course draws upon theories and readings from a range of social science disciplines with multiple 
sources in the field of political science and law. To understand EU governance students need to 
learn and use sources in political science, IR and law. Sources include work on the theory of 
integration, the political economy of federalism and confederations, international relations 
scholarship on treaties and trade, public opinion research on Europeans’ attitudes toward regional 
integration and multiculturalism, and economic studies of the winners and losers among and within 
European nations arising from globalization and free movement of peoples. Two types of readings 
will be given for each Class: Assigned Readings which have to be read and analyzed for the class 
and Recommended Readings which are optional sources for the students’ personal interest. The 
Assigned Readings are academic sources, think tank policy papers as well as European official and 
media sources. 

The classes move quite rapidly from one topic to another. The assignments are not particularly heavy 
reading load -- typically only about 40 pages per session. The reason for this is that students are 
expected to have thoroughly and critically read each reading before each class session. Because 
there are often interesting contemporary developments in European politics, from time to time I may 
distribute short readings from current affairs magazines and newspapers such as The Financial 
Times, The Economist , The New York Times, or Politico. These readings will only be added if there 
is a recent development related to the subject of the day and will be distributed for the class session. 
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Please note that only the Assigned Readings are expected to be covered for assessment of the 
course. 

Grading of Assignments 
The grade for this course will be determined according to the following formula: 

Assignments/Activities % of Final Grade 
Semester Paper 
Each student writes a paper (5 to 7 pages) 
during the semester on a current EU issue 
(a list of topics will be provided). Each paper 
is presented in class in maximum 10 
minutes long presentation (students cannot 
use their notes for the presentation but can 
use a visual). 
 

20% 

Midterm exam  
It will consist in 50 multiple-choice 
questions testing the acquired knowledge 
on the history, the foundations of the 
European project and the institutional 
setting. Questions will cover the topics 
treated in the first 6 classes. 
 

30% 

Final Paper  
Students will write a final paper (10 to 14 
pages) on a topic treated during the entire 
year. It will be possible to choose between 
several topics or suggest a topic. The titles 
of the final paper will be disclosed on 
November 10 and the deadline for handing 
in the essays will be on December 10. The 
paper will be of 3000 words. 
 

40% 

Class participation  
Participation is considered broadly and 
provide various means of participating; 
however, students expected to attend class. 
Students (in pair) prepare the suggested 
topic (or another one) for one class during 
the semester and present it to class. 
Another pair of students is in charge of 
asking questions on the topic. These two 

10% 
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Assignments/Activities % of Final Grade 
oral exercises represent with in-class 
participation 10% of the total grade. 

Letter Grades 
Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 

Letter Grade Points Description 

A 16-20 Outstanding 

A- 15 Excellent 

B+ 14 Very Good  

B 13 Good 

B- 12 Satisfactory 

C+ 11 Above Average 

C 10 Average 

C- 9 Below Average 

D+ 8 Unsatisfactory 
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Letter Grade Points Description 

D 7 Low Pass 

D- 6 Low Pass 

F 5 Fail 

 

Course Schedule 

Topics and Assignments 

Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

Week 1 
The European 
Union and France at 
a Crossroads 

 -Alina Polyakova 
and Neil Fligstein, 
2016. “Is European 
Integration Causing 
Europe to become 
more 
nationalist,” Journal 
of European Public 
Policy 23(1): 60-83 
- Acqui, Lindsay 
(2019) How the story 
of Britain and Europe 
Began : Was Brexit 
Inevitable ?  

[Insert assignment] 

Week 2 

Origins of the 
European Project: 
Ends and means of 
European 
Integration 

 

Schuman 
Declaration, 
Preamble of the EU 
and FEU treaties, art. 
1-3 TEU & 
- Liesbet Hooghe 
and Gary Marks, “A 
Postfunctionalist 
Theory of European 
Integration: From 
Permissive 

[Insert assignment] 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

Consensus to 
Constraining 
Dissensus”, in British 
Journal of Political 
Science, 39, 2008, 
pp. 1-23. 
- John Lewis Gaddis, 
1986, “The Long 
Peace: Elements of 
Stability in the 
Postwar International 
System,” 
International 
Security, 10(4): 1-44. 

 

Week 3 France as founding 
member of the EU 

- The Sorbonne 
speech , Initiative for 
Europe speech by 
Emmanuel Macron 
delivered on the 26 
September 2017;  
- Craig Parsons, 
“France and the 
Evolution of 
European Integration: 
the exemplary and 
pivotal case for 
broader theories”, in 
R. Elgie, E. 
Grossman, A.C. 
Mazur (eds), Oxford 
Handbook of French 
Politics. Oxford, 
Oxford University 
Press, 2016, pp. 585 
605. 
- Olivier Rozenberg, 
(2011), “Monnet for 
Nothing? France's 
Mixed 
Europeanisation”, 
Les Cahiers 

[Insert assignment] 

http://international.blogs.ouest-france.fr/archive/2017/09/29/macron-sorbonne-verbatim-europe-18583.html
http://international.blogs.ouest-france.fr/archive/2017/09/29/macron-sorbonne-verbatim-europe-18583.html
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

européens de 
Sciences Po, n° 04, 
Paris: Centre 
d'études 
européennes at 
Sciences Po.  

Week 4 
The EU Institutional 
Architecture and 
Decision making 

- European 
Commission: White 
Paper Goverance 
(2001 July) 
- Stéphanie Novak, « 
Decision rules, social 
norms and the 
expression of 
disagreement: the 
case of qualified 
majority voting in the 
Council of the 
European Union », 
Social Science 
Information/ 
Information sur les 
Sciences Sociales, 
March 2010, 49/1, 
83-98 
- Philippe de 
Schoutheete, « The 
European Council 
and the Community 
Method », Notre 
Europe Policy paper 

N. 56, July 2012 

[Insert assignment] 

Week 5 
The European 
Parliament and its 
Ever Increasing Role 

- Goetze, Stefan, 
and Berthold 
Rittberger: ‘A 
Matter of Habit? 
The Sociological 
Foundations of 

[Insert assignment] 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

Empowering the 
European 
Parliament’, 
Comparative 
European Politics, 
2010: 8, Issue 1, 
p. 37-54. 
- Olivier Costa, 
“How to Evaluate 
the European 
Parliament and 
its Members?” in 
Renaud 
Dehousse, 
Florence 
Deloche-
Gaudez, Sophie 
Jacquot (eds.), 
What is Europe 
up to?, Paris: 
Presses de 
Sciences Po, 
2009, 103 

Week 6 

Constitutionalisation 
of the EU Legal 
Order and its 
implication 

- Loïc Azoulai, 
Renaud Dehousse, 
“The European Court 
of Justice and the 
Legal Dynamics of 
Integration”, in 
Jones, Menon and 
Weatherill eds, The 
European Union, 
Oxford Handbook, 
2012, part V, chapter 
25 
- European Court of 
Justice’s judgment, 
C-26/62 Van Gend & 
Loos v Netherlands 
Inland Revenue 
Administration of 5 
February 1963 

[Insert assignment] 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

Week 7 Midterm  [Insert assignment] 

Week 8 
EU Competences 
and the European 
Public Policies 

- Protocol to the EU 
treaties on the 
Application of the 
Principles of 
Subsidiarity and 
Proportionality 
- Paul Craig, The 
Lisbon Treaty, Law, 
Politics and Treaty 
Reform, OUP, 2010, 
chap. 5. 

[Insert assignment] 

Week 9 
Is the EU 
Democratic? 
The Values of the EU 

- Andrew Moravcsik, 
"In Defence of the 
'Democratic Deficit': 
Reassessing 
Legitimacy In the 
European Union", 
Journal of Common 
Market Studies, Vol. 
40, No. 4, 2002, pp. 
603-24 
- Follesdal and Hix. 
2006. “Why There is a 
Democratic Deficit in 
the EU: A Response 
to Majone and 
Moravcsik.” JCMS 
- Paul Craig, 
“Integration, 
Democracy and 
Legitimacy”, in Craig 
and de Burca eds 
Evolution of EU Law, 
2nd ed. 
OUP, 2011, p.13-40 

[Insert assignment] 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

Week 10 Market Integration 

- Alan Rosas, Lorna 
Armati, “The Internal 
Market: Liberal, 
Social or Green?” in 
EU Constitutional 
Law. An 
Introduction. Hart 
Publishing, 2010, pp. 
179-196 
- Streho I. « The 
Preferential 
Liberalization of 
Services Markets: 
Internal and External 
Perspectives from 
the 
European Union », 
The Preferential 
Liberalization of 
Services Markets: 
Comparative 
Regionalism, Sauvé 
(P.), 
Shingal (A.) eds, 
Elgar, 2014, p. 160-
195 

[Insert assignment] 

Week 11 What about the 
peoples? 

- Rosalind Shorrocks 
and Roosmarijn de 
Geus (2019) How 
living in an EU 
Member State creates 
Support for the EU 
 - Alan Rosas, Lorna 
Armati, “Civis 
Europeus Sum: The 
Evolving concept of 
Union Citizenship” in 
EU Constitutional 
Law. An Introduction. 
Hart Publishing, 2010, 
pp. 128-142 

[Insert assignment] 

Week 12 Topic decided by the 
students from a TBD [Insert assignment] 

http://www.e-elgar.co.uk/bookentry_main.lasso?currency=US&id=15505
http://www.e-elgar.co.uk/bookentry_main.lasso?currency=US&id=15505
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2019/03/18/how-living-in-an-eu-member-state-creates-support-for-the-eu/#Author
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2019/03/18/how-living-in-an-eu-member-state-creates-support-for-the-eu/#Author
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2019/03/18/how-living-in-an-eu-member-state-creates-support-for-the-eu/#Author
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2019/03/18/how-living-in-an-eu-member-state-creates-support-for-the-eu/#Author
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

suggestion of 2 or 3 
European Public 
Policy issues 
Migration, Climate 
Change, Social 
Policy, Security and 
Defense... 

Week 13 Lessons from the 
Euro crisis 

- Pisani-Ferry. 2012. 
“The Euro crisis and 
the new impossible 
trinity” Bruegel Policy 
Contribution, No. 
201/2012; 
- Francesco 
Saraceno, Imola 
Streho, « Le traité de 
stabilité est 
contestable 
économiquement et  
juridiquement » in Le 
Monde, Economie et 
entreprises, Idées, 15 
mai 2012 for English 
version   

[Insert assignment] 

Week 14 
Latest 
Developments in the 
EU Trade Policy 

- Olivier de 
Laroussilhe (2018) 
New Challenges for 
the EU’s Trade Policy 
- Arnault Barrichella 
(2016)Transatlantic 
Relations after Brexit, 
- Peter Kazenstein, 
1985, Small States in 
World Markets, 
Cornell University 
Press, Chapters 1-2 

[Insert assignment] 

Week 15 Concluding 
sessions   

Course Materials 

http://www.cee.sciences-po.fr/images/stories/Elections_2012/120515_Tribune_F_Saraceno_I_Streho_Le_Monde_Ides2.pdf
http://www.cee.sciences-po.fr/images/stories/Elections_2012/120515_Tribune_F_Saraceno_I_Streho_Le_Monde_Ides2.pdf
http://www.cee.sciences-po.fr/images/stories/Elections_2012/120515_Tribune_F_Saraceno_I_Streho_Le_Monde_Ides2.pdf
http://www.cee.sciences-po.fr/images/stories/Elections_2012/120515_Tribune_F_Saraceno_I_Streho_Le_Monde_Ides2.pdf
http://www.cee.sciences-po.fr/images/stories/Elections_2012/120515_Tribune_F_Saraceno_I_Streho_Le_Monde_Ides2.pdf
http://www.cee.sciences-po.fr/images/stories/Elections_2012/120515_Tribune_F_Saraceno_I_Streho_Le_Monde_Ides2.pdf
https://fsaraceno.wordpress.com/2012/05/31/the-fiscal-compact-puts-europe-on-the-wrong-track/
https://fsaraceno.wordpress.com/2012/05/31/the-fiscal-compact-puts-europe-on-the-wrong-track/
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Required Textbooks & Materials 
All required readings are posted on NYU Classes 

Optional Textbooks & Materials 
All roptional readings are posted on NYU Classes 

Resources 
● Access your course materials: NYU Classes (nyu.edu/its/classes) 
● Databases, journal articles, and more: Bobst Library (library.nyu.edu) 
● Assistance with strengthening your writing: NYU Writing Center 

(nyu.mywconline.com) 
● Obtain 24/7 technology assistance: IT Help Desk (nyu.edu/it/servicedesk) 

 

Course Policies 

Attendance and Tardiness 
● Study abroad at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive 

experience in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in 
discussion-based seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active 
participation of all students. And since classes typically meet once or twice a week, even 
a single absence can cause a student to miss a significant portion of a course. To 
ensure the integrity of this academic experience, class attendance at the centers is 
mandatory, and unexcused absences will be penalized with a two percent deduction 
from the student’s final course grade for every week's worth of classes missed. Students 
are responsible for making up any work missed due to absence. Repeated absences in 
a course may result in harsher penalties including failure. 

● Unexcused absences affect students’ grades: unexcused absences will be penalized 
with a 2% deduction from the students’ final course grade. 

● Absences are excused only for illness, religious observance, and emergencies.   

Illness: For a single absence, students may be required to provide a doctor’s note, at the 
discretion of the  Associate Director of Academics.  In the case of two consecutive absences, 
students must provide a doctor’s note. Exams, quizzes, and presentations will not be made up 
without a doctor’s note.   

Religious Observance:  Students observing a religious holiday during regularly scheduled 
class time are entitled to miss class without any penalty to their grade. This is for the holiday 
only and does not include the days of travel that may come before and/or after the holiday. 
Students must notify their instructor and the Academic Office in writing via email one week in 

http://www.nyu.edu/its/classes
http://library.nyu.edu/
https://nyu.mywconline.com/
http://www.nyu.edu/it/servicedesk
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advance before being absent for this purpose.  If exams, quizzes, and presentations are 
scheduled on a holiday a student will observe, the Associate Director, in coordination with the 
instructor, will reschedule them.   

Please note:  if you are unable to attend class, you are required to email your professors 
directly to notify them. 

Late Assignment 
Late submission or work will be accepted only with justifiable reasons of health or family 
emergency.  

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism 
At NYU, a commitment to excellence, fairness, honesty, and respect within and outside the 
classroom is essential to maintaining the integrity of our community.  

Plagiarism: presenting others' work without adequate acknowledgement of its source, as 
though it were one’s own.  Plagiarism is a form of fraud.  We all stand on the shoulders of 
others, and we must give credit to the creators of the works that we incorporate into products 
that we call our own.  Some examples of plagiarism: 

▪ a sequence of words incorporated without quotation marks 
▪ an unacknowledged passage paraphrased from another's work 
▪ the use of ideas, sound recordings, computer data or images created by others 

as  though it were one’s own 
▪ submitting evaluations of group members’ work for an assigned group project 

which misrepresent the work that was performed by another group member 
▪ altering or forging academic documents, including but not limited to admissions 

materials, academic records, grade reports, add/drop forms, course registration 
forms, etc. 

For further information, students are encouraged to check www.nyu.edu/about/policies-
guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html 

Disability Disclosure Statement 
Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities. Please contact the 
Moses Center for Students with Disabilities (212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) for further 
information. Students who are requesting academic accommodations are advised to reach out 
to the Moses Center as early as possible in the semester for assistance. 
 
 

Instructor Bio 

mailto:mosescsd@nyu.edu
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Dr Imola STREHO is Vice Dean of the Doctoral School at Sciences Po. Her work focuses on 
trade in services in the EU and in particular the evolution of the European legal framework in the 
freedom of service provision. She took part in the ASEAN Integration through law research project 
at CIL of NUS, working on a comparative study of the liberalization of services in the regional and 
multilateral organization frameworks. At Sciences Po, she is part of the FOLIE research project 
at the Law School, she is working on the students, as a rich and evolving category of form of life. 

Before joining Sciences Po, till 2008, she was référendaire at the European Court of Justice in 
Luxembourg. From 2000-2002, she was Emile Noël Fellow at Harvard Law School and at NYU 
School of Law where she was founding executive director of the Jean Monnet Center. She holds 
a PhD in Law from the University of Paris 2 (Panthéon-Assas) and LLM from the College of 
Europe. 

Imola Streho has taught EU law at the College of Europe, at the Central European University of 
Budapest, at the Instituto Empresa Law School in Madrid, the the National University of Singapore 
and the University of Melbourne Law School and Paris Sorbonne Université Abu Dhabi. She is 
currently teaching at Sciences Po, Catolica University Law School in Lisbon, and Stockholm 
University Law school and at NYU Paris where she can be contacted at is384@nyu.edu 

 
 
  

https://cil.nus.edu.sg/
http://www.sciencespo.fr/folie/
http://jeanmonnetprogram.org/
mailto:is384@nyu.edu
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Recent bibliography: 
Néo D., Sauvé P., Streho I., Services Trade and ASEAN Integration, CUP, 2019 
 
Blot C., Rozenberg O., Saraceno F. and Streho I. (eds.), Reforming Europe, Débats et 
Politiques, Revue OFCE, 2014, n°134, 280p. 
 
Streho I. « Good administration in the European union. Moving towards a culture of service 
for the European institutions » in Reforming Europe, Blot C., Rozenberg O., Saraceno F. et 
Streho I. (dir.), Débats et Politiques, Revue OFCE, 2014, n°134, p. 75-88. 
 
Streho I. « The Preferential Liberalization of Services Markets: Internal and External 
Perspectives from the European Union », The Preferential Liberalization of Services Markets: 
Comparative Regionalism, Sauvé (P.), Shingal (A.) eds, Elgar, 2014, p. 160-195 
 
Streho I. « Le médiateur européen », in Traité de droit administratif européen, Auby J-B. & 
Dutheil de la Rochère J., eds, 2014, 2ème ed., Bruylant, p.285-300. 

 

http://www.leseditionsdunet.com/economie/2349-n-134-reforming-europe-edited-by-christophe-blot-olivier-rozenberg-francesco-saraceno-and-imola-streho-9782312021867.html
http://www.leseditionsdunet.com/economie/2348-reformer-leurope-sous-la-direction-de-christophe-blot-olivier-rozenberg-francesco-saraceno-et-imola-streho-9782312008370.html
http://www.leseditionsdunet.com/economie/2348-reformer-leurope-sous-la-direction-de-christophe-blot-olivier-rozenberg-francesco-saraceno-et-imola-streho-9782312008370.html
http://www.e-elgar.co.uk/bookentry_main.lasso?currency=US&id=15505
http://www.e-elgar.co.uk/bookentry_main.lasso?currency=US&id=15505
http://fr.bruylant.larciergroup.com/titres/126750_2/traite-de-droit-administratif-europeen.html
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