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NYU Paris 

PHIL-UA 9005,  

Minds and Machines 

Instructor Information 

● Prof. Frederique de Vignemont 

● Office hour : Monday from 12 to 1pm 

● fdv208@nyu.edu  

Course Information 

● Mind and machine 

● This course will provide students with an introduction to some of the main topics in 

Philosophy of Mind and Cognitive Science. The course will cover five main topics: 

Theme 1: Theories of the Mind 

In this part we will look mostly at the main approaches to philosophy of mind, and more 

particularly to the mind/body problem, from functionalism to physicalism. We will also 

consider the more recent approach of Embodied cognition.  

Theme 2: Consciousness 

The mind/body problem is well illustrated by the difficulty one has in explaining 

consciousness. We will analyse what has been called the Hard problem of consciousness 

by discussing various thought experiments. We will then compare different approaches to 

consciousness both in philosophy and in cognitive neuroscience. 

Theme 3: Affects 

We will study different theories of emotions, which are particularly interesting mental states 

because they have an ambiguous status. They are close to beliefs insofar as we seem to 

evaluate properties of the world (e.g. I fear a snake because snakes are dangerous). But 

they are also close to feelings and bodily sensations (e.g. I feel happy because I feel good). 

We will also analyse pain.  

Theme 4: Self and others 

We will discuss the problem of other minds and how we understand other people. In 

particular, we will look at empathy. We will also discuss the various notions of the self and 

see whether the self is more mental or more bodily or both.  

● Conducted in English.  Instructional format will include slide lectures, seminar-like 

discussions, group work, and conference. No background in philosophy is required 

● Monday 13:00-16:00 

Course Overview and Goals 
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Upon Completion of this Course, students will be able to: 

• to acquire a detailed knowledge of some of the concepts, positions and arguments in 
Philosophy of mind. 
• to engage closely and critically with some of the theories studied  
• to develop the ability to think independently about the philosophical problems and 
arguments studied  
• to identify the main trends in contemporary philosophy  
• to analyze the assumptions and implications of the main philosophical paradigms   
• to evaluate the impact of cognitive science upon philosophical theories  
• to demonstrate how selected experimental studies can be used as evidence for or 
against philosophical theories and how they can open new questions. 
• to be able to convey your ideas in a short time with visual support  
• to be able to research, write and defend an essay in conventional form arguing for or 
against a theory you have studied during the course. 

Course Requirements 

Class Participation 

This grade will be based on your performance during class time, ability to respond to required readings, 
critically engage with relevant concepts, and productively participate in group work.  Your attendance at 
every class session is expected, and absences and tardiness will negatively affect your grade. 

Assignment 1 

Mid-term research paper: Students will write a 5-page critical analysis of a selected philosophy paper. 

Assignment 2 

Research Paper: Students will defend their own view on a topic they have chosen  (6-8 page paper at 

the end of the semester)  

Assignment 3 

Project presentation: Students will work in groups on a specific project that they will present during the 

last session.  

Assigned Readings 

Students will have to read one paper for each session and be ready to summarize it in class.  

Grading of Assignments 

The grade for this course will be determined according to the following formula: 

Assignments/Activities % of Final Grade 

Class participation [10%] 
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Assignments/Activities % of Final Grade 

Mid-term paper [30%] 

Project presentation [20%] 

Research paper [30%] 

Letter Grades 

Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 

Letter Grade Points Description 

A 16-20 Outstanding 

A- 15 Excellent 

B+ 14 Very Good  

B 13 Good 

B- 12 Satisfactory 

C+ 11 Above Average 

C 10 Average 

C- 9 Below Average 

D+ 8 Unsatisfactory 

D 7 Low Pass 

D- 6 Low Pass 

F 5 Fail 

 

Course Schedule 

Topics and Assignments 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

[Week 1, 09/03] Introduction No reading  

[Week 2, 09/10] 

Mind and machine: 
from the Turing test to 
Functionalism  

Turing, A.M. (1950). 
Computing machinery 
and intelligence. Mind, 
59, 433-460. 

 

[Week 3, 09/17] 

Mind and brain: from 
Physicalism to brain 
reading 

Haynes, J. D. (2011). 
Brain Reading: 
decoding mental states 
from brain activity in 
humans. The Oxford 
Handbook of 
Neuroethics, 3-13. 

 

[Week 4, 09/24] 
Mind and 
consciousness  

David Chalmers (1995). 
Facing up to the 
Problem of 
Consciousness. Journal 
of consciousness 
studies, 

 

[Week 5, 10/01] Mind and the self 

Dennett, Daniel. 
"Where Am I?” as 
reprinted in 
Brainstorms. (1978): 
310-23. 

 

[Week 6, 10/08] 
Mind and body: 
Embodied cognition  

Wilson, M. (2002). Six 
views of embodied 
cognition. Psychonomic 
Bulletin & Review 
9:625. 

 

[Week 7, 10/15] Mind and Animal 

Tomasello M, Call J, 
Hare B. (2003). 
Chimpanzees 
understand 
psychological states - 
the question is which 
ones and to what 
extent. Trends Cogn Sci. 
Apr;7(4):153-156. 

 

[Week 8, 10/19] 
Practice (1) : how to be 
critical 

  

[Week 9, 11/05] Emotion 

James, J. (1884), What is an 
Emotion?  Mind, 9, 188-
205.  

Mid-term paper 

[Week 10, 11/12] Pain 
Price, D. D. (2000). 
Psychological and 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

neural mechanisms of 
the affective dimension 
of pain. Science, 
288(5472), 1769-1772. 

[Week 11, 11/16] Social cognition 

Stich, S. and S. Nichols, 
2003, “Folk Psycholgy,” 
in The Blackwell Guide 
to Philosophy of Mind, 
S. Stich and T. Warfield 
(eds.), Oxford: 
Blackwell, pp. 235–55 
 

 

[Week 12, 11/19] Empathy [Insert reading]  

[Week 13, 11/26] 
Practice (2) : how to 
defend a view 

 [Insert assignment] 

[Week 14, 12/03] 
Project 
presentation 

 Project 

[Week 15, 12/10]   Research paper 

Course Materials 

Required Textbooks & Materials 

● All readings will be put in a shored dropbox folder. 

Optional Textbooks & Materials 

● CRANE, Tim, Elements of Mind. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001.  

● Bermudez, J.L. Cognitive Science: An Introduction to the Science of  the Mind, 

Cambridge University Press. 2014 

Resources 

● Access your course materials: NYU Classes (nyu.edu/its/classes) 

● Databases, journal articles, and more: Bobst Library (library.nyu.edu) 

● Assistance with strengthening your writing: NYU Writing Center 

(nyu.mywconline.com) 

● Obtain 24/7 technology assistance: IT Help Desk (nyu.edu/it/servicedesk) 

Course Policies 

http://www.nyu.edu/its/classes
http://library.nyu.edu/
https://nyu.mywconline.com/
http://www.nyu.edu/it/servicedesk
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Attendance and Tardiness 

 Study abroad at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive 

experience in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in 

discussion-based seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active 

participation of all students. And since classes typically meet once or twice a week, even 

a single absence can cause a student to miss a significant portion of a course. To ensure 

the integrity of this academic experience, class attendance at the centers is mandatory, 

and unexcused absences will be penalized with a two percent deduction from the 

student’s final course grade for every week's worth of classes missed. Students are 

responsible for making up any work missed due to absence. Repeated absences in a 

course may result in harsher penalties including failure. 

 Unexcused absences affect students’ grades: unexcused absences will be penalized 

with a 2% deduction from the students’ final course grade. 

 Absences are excused only for illness, religious observance, and emergencies.   

Illness: For a single absence, students may be required to provide a doctor’s note, at the 

discretion of the  Associate Director of Academics.  In the case of two consecutive absences, 

students must provide a doctor’s note. Exams, quizzes, and presentations will not be made up 

without a doctor’s note.   

Religious Observance:  Students observing a religious holiday during regularly scheduled 

class time are entitled to miss class without any penalty to their grade. This is for the holiday 

only and does not include the days of travel that may come before and/or after the holiday. 

Students must notify their instructor and the Academic Office in writing via email one week in 

advance before being absent for this purpose.  If exams, quizzes, and presentations are 

scheduled on a holiday a student will observe, the Associate Director, in coordination with the 

instructor, will reschedule them.   

Please note:  if you are unable to attend class, you are required to email your professors 
directly to notify them. 

Late Assignment 

Late submission or work will be accepted only with justifiable reasons of health or family 

emergency.  

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism 

At NYU, a commitment to excellence, fairness, honesty, and respect within and outside the 

classroom is essential to maintaining the integrity of our community.  

Plagiarism: presenting others' work without adequate acknowledgement of its source, as 

though it were one’s own.  Plagiarism is a form of fraud.  We all stand on the shoulders of 

others, and we must give credit to the creators of the works that we incorporate into products 

that we call our own.  Some examples of plagiarism: 



 

Page 7 

 a sequence of words incorporated without quotation marks 

 an unacknowledged passage paraphrased from another's work 

 the use of ideas, sound recordings, computer data or images created by others 

as  though it were one’s own 

 submitting evaluations of group members’ work for an assigned group project 

which misrepresent the work that was performed by another group member 

 altering or forging academic documents, including but not limited to admissions 

materials, academic records, grade reports, add/drop forms, course registration 

forms, etc. 

For further information, students are encouraged to check www.nyu.edu/about/policies-

guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html 

Disability Disclosure Statement 

Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities. Please contact the 

Moses Center for Students with Disabilities (212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) for further 

information. Students who are requesting academic accommodations are advised to reach out 

to the Moses Center as early as possible in the semester for assistance. 

 

 

Instructor Bio 
● Prof. Frederique de Vignemont is a philosopher of mind and cognitive science.  She 

spent several years in New York, at NYU, CUNY and Columbia. She is currently a senior 

researcher at the Institut Jean Nicod (Ecole Normale Superieure). Her current research 

interests include bodily self-awareness, embodiment, space, pain, and empathy. Her 

research straddles the border between traditional philosophy of mind and experimental 

cognitive science, and she has published in many of the leading journals in these fields, 

including the Journal of Philosophy, Mind, Analysis, Mind and Language.  She has just 

published a book on the body and the self entitled Mind the Body (Oxford University 

Press, 2018). Her papers are available on her website: 

https://sites.google.com/site/fvignemont/home. 

 

mailto:mosescsd@nyu.edu
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