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NYU Paris 
Ling-UA 9102  

The Languages of Paris 

Instructor Information 

• Dr. Shukti Chaudhuri-Brill 

• Office Hours: Thursday 13h-14h 
• scb9@nyu.edu 

 

Course Information 

• Ling-UA 9102 Sec 1 

• The Languages of Paris 
 

• Course description: 
 
In this class, we will explore Paris as a multilingual and linguistically diverse city.  We will begin 
by studying what sociolinguists mean by linguistic diversity, before investigating Paris as a case 
study of these concepts.  Along the way we will engage with broader topics in French history 
and society, such as regional language and cultural differences, and the influence on language 
from colonial connections, immigration, and the context of the European Union; we will also 
focus on contemporary issues such as migration, integration, identity and gender, from a 
sociolinguistic perspective. Learning will take place both inside and outside of the classroom, 
through exposure to scholarly literature and by physically interacting with the city itself.  
Students will deepen their understanding through individual research on a relevant topic of their 
choice. They will also work together on a classroom project to explore the city from a linguistic 
perspective and to collectively create a linguistic map of Paris, that can be superimposed on 
traditional maps showing the different arrondissements of the city. 

• Prerequisites:  None 
• Meeting times: Tuesday and Thursday, 14:15-15:45 

o Classroom:  TBA  

mailto:scb9@nyu.edu
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Course Overview and Goals 

Upon Completion of this Course, students will be able to: 
• use sociolinguistic terms and understand concepts of diversity in language use 
• possess experience in methods of observing, collecting and commenting on 

sociolinguistic data. 
• understand and appreciate Paris as a linguistically diverse city; comprehend this 

diversity historically and with respect to contemporary social issues 
• apply the knowledge gained through investigative experience of the Parisian context to 

reflect upon and better understand their own experience with linguistic diversity in 
personal contexts of use 

Course Requirements 

Class Participation 
The class will take primarily the form of discussion and debate, centered on academic literature 
and making connections to real-world examples; therefore, classroom attendance and informed 
participation are key to learning and succeeding in the course 

Assignment 1 
Ungraded reflection paper (1-2 pages) 

Assignment 2 
Research paper (10-12 pages) 

Assignment 3 
Oral presentation (group: includes 2 short planning/preparation exercises) with individual write-
up (3-5 pages) 

Tests & Quizzes 
Midterm exam (short answer: in class) and short essay take home: 2-3 pages) 
Final reflection paper: in class (1-2 pages)   

Assigned Readings 
Copies of scholarly articles and chapters from books will be compiled and bound in the course 
reading packet. Other relevant readings, videos, films, music, or examples from popular culture 
will be shared in class.  

Grading of Assignments 
The grade for this course will be determined according to the following formula: 
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Assignments/Activities % of Final Grade 

Attendance and participation, including 
first reflection paper 15% 

 Research paper 20% 

Midterm exam 20% 

Group project 30% 

 Final reflection paper  15% 

Letter Grades 
Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 

Letter Grade Points Description 

A 16-20 Outstanding 

A- 15 Excellent 

B+ 14 Very Good  

B 13 Good 

B- 12 Satisfactory 

C+ 11 Above Average 

C 10 Average 

C- 9 Below Average 

D+ 8 Unsatisfactory 
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Letter Grade Points Description 

D 7 Low Pass 

D- 6 Low Pass 

F 5 Fail 

 

Course Schedule 
Topics and Assignments 

Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

Week 1, Sept. 2-6  Introduction to 
language diversity 
 
 

 “Language in 
Society”(relevant 
sections, Chapter 7)  
in An Introduction to 
Language, Fromkin 
and Rodman 
 
 “Speech Community” 
(Rampton) in Society 
and Language Use, 
 

Museum field trip 

Week 2, Sept. 9-13 Diversity in Language, 
continued 

 “Codeswitching” 
(Auer and Eastman) 
in Society and 
Language Use 
 
“Registers of 
Language” (Agha) in 
A Companion to 
Linguistic 
Anthropology 
 

Reflection paper due 

Week 3, Sept. 16-20 Standard vs. 
nonstandard 
language in Paris  
 
 

Prescription in a 
Comparative 
Perspective: France 
and England (Ayres-
Bennett and Tieken- 
Boon van Ostade) 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

“Verlan: Talking 
Backwards in French” 
1989: Lefkowitz. The 
French Review 
 
“Negotiating between 
Bourge and Racaille: 
Verlan as Youth 
Identity and Practice 
in Suburban Paris”. 
2004: Doran 
 
“Linguistic landscape 
and language 
diversity in 
Strasbourg: the 
Quartier Gare”, 2010:  
Bogatto and Helot 
 
“Dodging Standard 
French: linguistic 
perspectives on le 
language de la 
banlieue in 
L’Esquive”. 
2011: Blattner 
 

Week 4, Sept. 23-27 Regional and minority 
languages in France 
 

 “The European 
Charter for Regional 
or MinorityLanguages, 
French language 
laws, and national 
identity”, 2005: Määttä 
 
“Reconciling Diversity 
and Unity: language 
minorities and 
European integration” 
2007: Trenz 
 
“Language Diversity 
and Linguistic 
Practice in Brittany: a 
critical analysis of the 
changing practice of 
Breton” 2006: Le 
Nevez 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

“The linguistic 
landscape of Brittany 
and Corsica: a 
comparative study of 
the presence of 
France’s regional 
languages in the 
public space: 2011. 
Blackwood 
 
“Rethinking Diversity 
and Difference in 
French Language 
Practices”. 2008: Le 
Nevez.Language 
Policy 
 
 
 

Week 5, Sept.30-   
Oct.4 

Doing sociolinguistic 
research in Paris 

Readings on 
sociolinguistic 
methods 
Readings on history 
and sociology of Paris 
arrondisements 

Instructor-guided 
exploratory tour of 
different 
arrondisements 

Week 6, Oct. 7-11 French colonialism: 
linguistic and social 
effects in Paris 

 Pidgins and Creole 
Languages” (relevant 
sections, Chapter 6) 
2000: Romaine, in 
Language in Society. 
 
“Francophone Studies 
and the Linguistic 
Diversity of the 
Maghreb” 2003: 
Dobie.  

Group project: 
assignment 1 due 

Week 7, Oct. 14-18 French in the 
European context:  
cosmopolitan Paris 
  

 “French linguistic and 
cultural politics facing 
European identity” 
1999: Zarate. 

Mid-term exam part I: 
in-class 

Week 8, Oct. 21-25 French in global 
context: cosmopolitan 
Paris 
 

Readings on 
international 
education programs in 
Paris and readings on 
cosmopolitanism    

Mid-term exam part II: 
take-home part due 

Week 9, Nov. 4-8 Migration and 
Integration: diversity 
in adversity  

 Chaudhuri-Brill, S. 
(2014). Integrating 
difference: French 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

 
 

discourses on Roma 
alterity 
 
Chaudhuri-Brill, S. 
(2018) Learning to 
Write in the Margins: 
Romanian Roma 
language learners in 
France 
 
 
“Urban Multilingualism 
in Europe: mapping 
linguistic diversity in 
multicultural cities” 
2011: Extra and 
Yaǧmur. Journal of 
Pragmatics (43). 
 

Week 10, Nov. 11-15 French language 
education: policy and 
diversity 
 
 

French national 
curriculum: language 
options 
 
 “France debates 
where to teach 
Arabic: public school 
or local mosque: New 
York Times, Jan.5, 
2019 
 

Research paper due 

Week 11, Nov. 18-20 Language diversity 
and gender 
 

 “Gender”, Lakoff in 
Society and 
Language Use 
“Language and 
Gender”, Romaine in 
Language in Society 
 
“Double Gender 
Marking in French: a 
linguistic practice of 
anti-sexism”(2011) 
Abbou 
 
 

Group project: 
Assignment 2 due 

Week 12, Nov. 25-29 Language diversity/ 
diverse identity 
 

 “Language and 
Identity”, 2006: 
Bucholtz and Hall.  . 
Blackwell.  
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

 
“Code-Switching and 
the Globalisation of 
Popular Music: the 
case of North African 
raï and rap” 2006: 
Davies and Bentihila. 
  
“From Rap to Raï in 
the Mixing Bowl: Beur 
hip-hop culture and 
banlieue cinema in 
urban France”. 2003: 
Orlando. 
  
“Kiff my zikmu: 
symbolic dimensions 
of Arabic, English and 
Verlan in French rap 
texts”. 2010: Hassa 

Week 13, Dec. 2-6 Oral presentations on 
group project 
 

Recommended 
further readings 

Oral presentations 
due 

Week 14, Dec. 9-13 Oral presentations on 
group project 
 

Recommended 
further readings 

Oral presentations 
due 

Week 15, Dec. 16-20 Conclusions/ In-class 
final paper 

 Individual write-ups of 
group project due 

Course Materials 

Required Textbooks & Materials 
● Packet of course readings, available for purchase 

Optional Textbooks & Materials 
● None  

Resources 
● Access your course materials: NYU Classes (nyu.edu/its/classes) 
● Databases, journal articles, and more: Bobst Library (library.nyu.edu) 
● Assistance with strengthening your writing: NYU Writing Center 

(nyu.mywconline.com) 
● Obtain 24/7 technology assistance: IT Help Desk (nyu.edu/it/servicedesk) 

http://www.nyu.edu/its/classes
http://library.nyu.edu/
https://nyu.mywconline.com/
http://www.nyu.edu/it/servicedesk
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Course Policies 

Attendance and Tardiness 
● Study abroad at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive 

experience in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in 
discussion-based seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active 
participation of all students. And since classes typically meet once or twice a week, even 
a single absence can cause a student to miss a significant portion of a course. To 
ensure the integrity of this academic experience, class attendance at the centers is 
mandatory, and unexcused absences will be penalized with a two percent deduction 
from the student’s final course grade for every week's worth of classes missed. Students 
are responsible for making up any work missed due to absence. Repeated absences in 
a course may result in harsher penalties including failure. 

● Unexcused absences affect students’ grades: unexcused absences will be penalized 
with a 2% deduction from the students’ final course grade. 

● Absences are excused only for illness, religious observance, and emergencies.   

Illness: For a single absence, students may be required to provide a doctor’s note, at the 
discretion of the  Associate Director of Academics.  In the case of two consecutive absences, 
students must provide a doctor’s note. Exams, quizzes, and presentations will not be made up 
without a doctor’s note.   

Religious Observance:  Students observing a religious holiday during regularly scheduled 
class time are entitled to miss class without any penalty to their grade. This is for the holiday 
only and does not include the days of travel that may come before and/or after the holiday. 
Students must notify their instructor and the Academic Office in writing via email one week in 
advance before being absent for this purpose.  If exams, quizzes, and presentations are 
scheduled on a holiday a student will observe, the Associate Director, in coordination with the 
instructor, will reschedule them.   

Please note:  if you are unable to attend class, you are required to email your professors 
directly to notify them. 

Late Assignment 
Late submission or work will be accepted only with justifiable reasons of health or family 
emergency.  

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism 
At NYU, a commitment to excellence, fairness, honesty, and respect within and outside the 
classroom is essential to maintaining the integrity of our community.  

Plagiarism: presenting others' work without adequate acknowledgement of its source, as 
though it were one’s own.  Plagiarism is a form of fraud.  We all stand on the shoulders of 
others, and we must give credit to the creators of the works that we incorporate into products 
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that we call our own.  Some examples of plagiarism: 

▪ a sequence of words incorporated without quotation marks 
▪ an unacknowledged passage paraphrased from another's work 
▪ the use of ideas, sound recordings, computer data or images created by others 

as  though it were one’s own 
▪ submitting evaluations of group members’ work for an assigned group project 

which misrepresent the work that was performed by another group member 
▪ altering or forging academic documents, including but not limited to admissions 

materials, academic records, grade reports, add/drop forms, course registration 
forms, etc. 

For further information, students are encouraged to check www.nyu.edu/about/policies-
guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html 

Disability Disclosure Statement 
Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities. Please contact the 
Moses Center for Students with Disabilities (212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) for further 
information. Students who are requesting academic accommodations are advised to reach out 
to the Moses Center as early as possible in the semester for assistance. 
 
 

Instructor Bio 
● I am an American linguistic anthropologist with a research focus on language and 

identity and a particular interest on literacy and social integration. I conducted fieldwork 
in the Czech Republic with Czech Roma and have worked with Romanian Roma 
migrants in social integration projects in Paris.  I have lived in France for fifteen years 
and have worked in French higher education for the past six years.  In addition to 
teaching, I work on independent research on migration and integration.  When not 
working on scholarly things, I like to spend time with my cats and dog, travel, work in my 
garden, do needlework, and learn new languages—my current project is Hebrew! 

mailto:mosescsd@nyu.edu
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