
 

 

NYU PARIS  
Course Number: GT-UF 9201 C01 

THE POLITICS OF ENLIGHTENMENT IN SOUTHERN 
EUROPE 

AND ITS ATLANTIC COLONIES 
FALL 2019 

 
Instructor Information: 
 
Name: Professor Luis Ramos 
Office Hours: Mon/Wed 11am-1pm & by appointment  
Office Location: TBA 
E-mail: lr85@nyu.edu 

 
Course Information: 
 
Course Number and Section: GT-UF 9201 C01 
Course Title: The Politics of Enlightenment in Southern Europe and its Atlantic Colonies 
Class Times: Mon/Wed 2:15-3:45pm 
Room Location: NYU Paris, Room 614 
 
Course Description: 
 
This course examines the literary, visual and political dimension of the enlightenment in Southern 
Europe and its Atlantic colonies. Moving beyond narrow conceptions of the enlightenment as the 
province of Northern European reason, we will probe its manifestations in less often acknowledged 
regions of the Atlantic world. Our approach will be two-fold: We will trace its dimensions not merely 
through the prism of human reason and progress, but moreover, through a range of discourses rooted 
in European ideologies of empire and sovereign power. By probing how the Catholic monarchies of 
Spain, Portugal and France drew from an eighteenth-century conceptual vocabulary to create novel 
conceptions of statecraft and political authority, we will examine the conditions that led to the 
dissolution of their Atlantic empires. First, we will identify the ways in which enlightened authors 
redefined the boundary between church and state and between the nation and its constitutive elements. 
We will then examine how the advent of scientific exploration prompted eighteenth-century travel 
writers to re-imagine the relation between nature and empire and between Europe and the Americas. 
Subsequently, we will turn to visual manifestations of the enlightenment by considering artists that 
grappled with shifting conceptions of sovereignty and political agency through new aesthetic norms 
and categories. Finally, we will analyze seminal texts of the French, Haitian and Spanish American 
Revolutions so as to uncover how they transformed the political imaginary of the modern world.  

mailto:lr85@nyu.edu
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Course Overview and Goals:  
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to learn about key aspects of the enlightenment 
in Southern Europe and its Atlantic colonies from a multidisciplinary and transnational perspective. 
While previous knowledge of Atlantic history and culture is not required, students should exhibit a 
strong desire to expand their intellectual horizons and to sharpen their critical thinking skills. By 
drawing connections between and across disparate regions, disciplines and historical events, students 
should expect to develop a sophisticated understanding of the eighteenth-century Atlantic world and 
its legacies today. Finally, students should expect to develop the necessary skills to engage in original 
scholarly research.  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
Class Participation: Students are expected to attend class regularly and on time. Only three 
excused absences will be granted without penalty for the entire semester. Four or more absences 
will adversely affect your final grade half a grade for each day beyond the three-day limit. A 
history of repeated tardiness, similarly, will lower your final grade. Students who miss a total of 
six classes or more will automatically fail the class. Students are also required to come to class 
with the assigned texts of each unit. Students who fail to bring to class their texts will also be 
counted as absent. 

Assignment 1 
Bi-Weekly Response Papers: Students are expected to write a total of six one to two page response 
papers over the course of the semester. Your response paper should engage in a critical reflection 
and analysis of the readings and should be proof-read, edited, spell-checked and carefully written. 
These assignments are designed to help you sharpen your critical and historical thinking skills, to 
help you contribute to class discussion and to prepare you for your longer essay assignments. Your 
response papers will be turned in through NYU Classes and will be due the night before class.  
 

Assignment 2 
Presentations: Students will be responsible for a group presentation of ten to fifteen minutes. In this 
presentation, you will be responsible for introducing an author and his or her work’s significance in 
terms of the course’s critical objectives (see course description). You will get more detailed 
instructions on this component of the course in the form of a hand-out the first week of class. 
 
Assignment 3 
Essays: Students will be responsible for two essays (one medium length paper, and a longer research 
paper) over the course of the semester. The purpose of the first essay is for you to engage in a 
sustained analysis of visual works of art in keeping with the aims of the course and the purpose of 
the second essay is for you to pursue a research topic that directly relates to the questions and 
problems addressed in the last unit. In both assignments you will be expected to develop your own 
critical voice and to position your ideas in relation to scholarly debates and issues addressed in class. 
You will receive paper topics and detailed instructions well in advance of their due date. Failure to 



 

 3 

turn in papers on time will hinder your overall grade for that assignment half a grade for each day it 
is turned in late. 
Tests & Quizzes 
Reading Quizzes: Reading quizzes will be given at the beginning of class on either Monday or 
Wednesday as a means of ensuring that students keep up with the material and engage with each 
text in a meaningful and timely manner. For this reason, you should make sure you come to class 
having carefully read the material and having given considerable thought to the critical concepts 
and concerns generated from class discussion and from your reading of each text. 
 
Exams: Students will be responsible for two mid-term exams over the course of the semester. The 
aim of each exam is for you to demonstrate your knowledge, understanding and level of engagement 
with the key issues and problems discussed in each segment of the course. Both exams will be 
cumulative and will be structured as a series of essay questions. There will be no make-up exams; if 
missed, you will automatically obtain a failing grade. 

Assigned Readings 
 
All non-book length required readings will be made available the first week of class in the form of 
a self-serve course reader on NYU Classes. Those readings will include primary works by Fénelon, 
Montesquieu, Vico, Filangieri, Saint-Pierre, Buffon, De Pauw, Clavijero and Bolívar as well as 
scholarship by Paquette, M.S. Johns, Ferrone, Hamnett, Stein & Stein, Bleichmar, Calasso, Fried, 
Clark, Tomlinson, Hunt, Adelman, Dubois and Lynch.  

Grading of Assignments 
The grade for this course will be determined according to the following formula: 

Assignments/Activities % of Final Grade 

Attendance & Participation 20% 

Weekly Quizzes 10% 

Bi-Weekly Response Papers  10% 

Group Presentation 10% 

Essays (10% each) 20% 

Exams (15% per cent each) 30% 
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Letter Grades 
 
Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 

Letter Grade Points Description 

A 16-20 Outstanding 

A- 15 Excellent 

B+ 14 Very Good  

B 13 Good 

B- 12 Satisfactory 

C+ 11 Above Average 

C 10 Average 

C- 9 Below Average 

D+ 8 Unsatisfactory 

D 7 Low Pass 

D- 6 Low Pass 

F 5 Fail 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 

(Subject to Change)  

Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

M Sep 2:   Syllabus Overview & Class Introduction   

 Redefining the Body Politic: Enlightened Reform 
and Renovation in Southern Europe 
 

  

W Sep 4: “Enlightened Reform in Southern Europe and its 
Atlantic Colonies” (Paquette) & “Ecclesiastical 
Reform and the European Public: Italian Jansenism 
and the Catholic Enlightenment” (M.S. Johns) 

  

M Sep 9: Book XVIII in The Adventures of Telemachus 
(Fénelon) 

  

W Sep 11: Books 3, 8, 11 & 19 in The Spirit of Laws 
(Montesquieu); 

 First Response 
Paper Due 

M Sep 16: Part I in Autobiography & Sections 3 & 4 of Book 1 
in The New Science (Vico) 

  

W Sep 18: Sections 1-4, 7-9 of Book 4, Chapter 3 of Book 5 in 
The New Science (Vico) 

  

M Sep 23: Chapter 3 of Book 1 & Chapter 5 of Book 2 in The 
Science of Legislation (Filangieri) & “Nation or 
Fatherland? The Republican and Constitutional 
Patriotism of Italian Enlightenment Thinkers” 
(Ferrone); 

 Second  
Response Paper 
Due 

W Sep 25: “From Naples to Madrid” (Stein & Stein) & “Regalism  
Papalism and Reform of the Catholic Church” (Hamnett  

 

  

M Sep 30: First Mid-Term Exam   

Nature and Empire: Scientific Exploration, Colonial Expansion and the Invention of Race 
 
W Oct 2: Paul and Virginia (St. Pierre)   

M Oct 7: Paul and Virginia (finish) & “On the Degeneration 
of Animals” in Histoire Naturelle (Buffon); 

 Third Response 
Paper Due 

W Oct 9: “General View of the Americans” in Recherche 
philosophiques sur les américains (de Pauw) & “On 
the Physical and Moral Constitution of Mexicans” 
in Storia Antica del Messico (Clavijero) 

  

M Oct 14: “Natural History and Visual Culture in the Spanish 
Empire” (Bleichmar) & Chapters 1, 3, 4 in Political 
Essay on the Kingdom of New Spain (Humboldt); 

 Fourth Response 
Paper Due 

W Oct 16: Jardin des Plantes & Musée d’Histoire Naturelle 
Class Visit 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

M Oct 21:   Chapters 6, 7, 9 in Political Essay (Humboldt)   

W Oct 23: Second Mid-Term Exam 

Visualizing Enlightenment: Sovereignty and Representation in the Visual Arts 
 
M Oct 28: 
W Oct 30: 

Semester Break (No Class) 

M Nov 4: “Glory and Solitude” (Calasso)   

W Nov 6: “Painting and Beholder” (Fried) & “Painting in the 
Year Two” (Clark); 

 Fifth Response 
Paper Due 
 

M Nov 11: Public Holiday (No Class) 

W Nov 13: Musée du Louvre Class Visit   

F Nov 15: “Introduction” & The Voices of Restoration and the 
End of Enlightenment” (Tomlinson) 

  

Revolutionary Consequences: Republicanism and Anti-Colonial Resistance in the Atlantic World 
 
M Nov 18: Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen 

(1789) & “The Revolutionary Origins of Human 
Rights” (Hunt) 

  

W Nov 20: Haitian Declaration of Independence (1804), 
Portrait of Jean-Baptiste Belley (Girodet) & “Why 
Haiti Should be at the Center of the Age of 
Revolution” (Dubois)  
 

  

F Nov 22:   First Formal 
Essay Due (Placed 
in Professor’s 
Mailbox) 

M Nov 25: 1804: The Hidden History of Haiti (film)   

W Nov 27: Walking Tour of Revolutionary Paris   

M Dec 2: The Jamaica Letter (Bolívar) & “The Origins of 
Spanish American Nationality” (Lynch) 
 

  

W Dec 4: “Brazilian Counterpoints” (Adelman) & “The Long 
Shadow of Empire in the Luso-Atlantic World” 
(Paquette); 

 Sixth Response 
Paper Due 
 

M Dec 9: Les Adieux à la reine (film) 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

W Dec 11: Last Day of Class;  Final Research 
Paper Due Date 
TBA 
 

 
 

COURSE MATERIALS 
 
Required Textbooks & Materials: 
 
Autobiography, Giambattista Vico (Cornell) 
Political Essay on the Kingdom of New Spain, Alexander Von Humboldt (Cambridge) 

Resources 
● Access your course materials: NYU Classes (nyu.edu/its/classes) 
● Databases, journal articles, and more: Bobst Library (library.nyu.edu) 
● Assistance with strengthening your writing: NYU Writing Center 

(nyu.mywconline.com) 
● Obtain 24/7 technology assistance: IT Help Desk (nyu.edu/it/servicedesk) 

COURSE POLICIES 

Attendance and Tardiness 

● Study abroad at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive 
experience in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in 
discussion-based seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active 
participation of all students. And since classes typically meet once or twice a week, even a 
single absence can cause a student to miss a significant portion of a course. To ensure the 
integrity of this academic experience, class attendance at the centers is mandatory, and 
unexcused absences will be penalized with a two percent deduction from the student’s final 
course grade for every week's worth of classes missed. Students are responsible for making 
up any work missed due to absence. Repeated absences in a course may result in harsher 
penalties including failure. 

● Unexcused absences affect students’ grades: unexcused absences will be penalized with a 
2% deduction from the students’ final course grade. 

● Absences are excused only for illness, religious observance, and emergencies.   

Illness: For a single absence, students may be required to provide a doctor’s note, at the discretion 
of the  Associate Director of Academics.  In the case of two consecutive absences, students must 
provide a doctor’s note. Exams, quizzes, and presentations will not be made up without a doctor’s 
note.   

http://www.nyu.edu/its/classes
http://library.nyu.edu/
https://nyu.mywconline.com/
http://www.nyu.edu/it/servicedesk
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Religious Observance:  Students observing a religious holiday during regularly scheduled class 
time are entitled to miss class without any penalty to their grade. This is for the holiday only and 
does not include the days of travel that may come before and/or after the holiday. Students must 
notify their instructor and the Academic Office in writing via email one week in advance before 
being absent for this purpose.  If exams, quizzes, and presentations are scheduled on a holiday a 
student will observe, the Associate Director, in coordination with the instructor, will reschedule 
them.   

Please note:  if you are unable to attend class, you are required to email your professors 
directly to notify them. 

Late Assignment 
Late submission or work will be accepted only with justifiable reasons of health or family 
emergency.  

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism 
At NYU, a commitment to excellence, fairness, honesty, and respect within and outside the classroom 
is essential to maintaining the integrity of our community.  

Plagiarism: presenting others' work without adequate acknowledgement of its source, as though it 
were one’s own.  Plagiarism is a form of fraud.  We all stand on the shoulders of others, and we 
must give credit to the creators of the works that we incorporate into products that we call our 
own.  Some examples of plagiarism: 

▪ a sequence of words incorporated without quotation marks 
▪ an unacknowledged passage paraphrased from another's work 
▪ the use of ideas, sound recordings, computer data or images created by others as  though 

it were one’s own 
▪ submitting evaluations of group members’ work for an assigned group project which 

misrepresent the work that was performed by another group member 
▪ altering or forging academic documents, including but not limited to admissions 

materials, academic records, grade reports, add/drop forms, course registration forms, 
etc. 

For further information, students are encouraged to check www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-
compliance/policies-and-guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html 

Disability Disclosure Statement 

Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities. Please contact the Moses 
Center for Students with Disabilities (212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) for further information. 
Students who are requesting academic accommodations are advised to reach out to the Moses Center 
as early as possible in the semester for assistance. 
 
Instructor Bio 

mailto:mosescsd@nyu.edu
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Professor Luis Ramos is a scholar whose research focuses on the literary, visual and political 
dimensions of the Enlightenment in the Hispanic world. Crossing regional, linguistic and 
disciplinary divides, his teaching and research interests encompass the following critical areas: 
cultural relations between Italy, Spain and Latin America; the Enlightenment in Southern Europe 
and the Americas; literature and print culture in the Age of Atlantic Revolutions; early modern 
political theory; and race, religion and politics. 
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