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NYU Madrid 

POL-UA994.M01  

Contemporary Spanish Politics in 

Comparative Perspective 
 

Instructor Information 

● Sebastián Lavezzolo 

● Office Hours: Tuesday 4 – 5pm 

Course Description 

This course provides an introduction to the study of Spanish politics in a comparative perspective, 

focusing predominately on the Spanish system of government, its institutions, and the historical 

processes that have shaped modern Spain. The topics included: parties and party systems, 

electoral institutions, voting and accountability, social movements, public opinion, identity politics, 

and the role of the EU in Spanish politics, among others. The course topics will be approached 

from theoretical and historical perspective in lectures, but also using the tools of modern political 

science to analyze recent politics and political developments in Spain in class discussions. The 

course will be taught in the form of a lecture followed by a class debate, usually initiated by a short 

presentation by two or three students who will then guide the discussions. There will be a visit to 

Spanish Parliament. No previous political science requirements. 

 

● Co-requisite or prerequisite:  N/A 

● Class meeting days and times: Tuesday 5.30 – 8.20pm  

 

Desired Outcomes 

Upon Completion of this Course, students will be able to: 

● It is expected that students will a good grounding in Spanish politics in a comparative 

perspective by the end of the course: the institutions as well as the key historical and 

current political changes  

● Students will be aware of the issues facing Spain, issues of new and challenger parties, 

multi-level governance and the territorial conflict  

● Students will also be introduced to the main theoretical approaches to the study of voting 



º 

Page 2 

and accountability 

Assessment Components 

Class Participation 

Students should make informed contributions to class discussions 

Short Essay 

Research essay between 1,500 and 2,000 words 

Presentation 

Groups composed by 2/3 students will make a formal presentation and lead the debate on the 

discussion topics of the week 

Midterm Exam 

A midterm exam will be delivered in the 8th session to measure student’s grasp of the course 

material. It will be structured in a multiple-choice exercise and a short essay answer. (2 hours) 

Final Exam 

A final exam will assess the material of the second half of the course. It will be structured in a 

multiple-choice exercise and a short essay answer. (2 hours) 

 

Grading of Assignments 

The grade for this course will be determined according to the following formula: 

Assignments/Activities % of Final Grade 

Class participation 10% 

Short Essay 15% 

Presentation  15% 

Midterm exam 30% 

Final exam 30% 

 

Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component will result in failure of the 

class, regardless of grades achieved in other assignments. 
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Letter Grades 

Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 

Letter Grade Points Percent 

A 4.0 100 – 93  

A- 3.7 92 – 90  

B+ 3.3 89 – 87  

B 3.0 86 – 83  

B- 2.7 82 – 80  

C+ 2.3 79 – 77  

C 2.0 76 – 73  

C- 1.7 72 – 70  

D+ 1.3 69 – 67  

D 1.0 66 – 60  

F 0.0 59 – 0  

 

Course Schedule 

Topics and Assignments 

Week/Date Topic Reading 
Assignment 

Due 

Session 1, 
February 4th  

Introduction: Spanish Politics in 
Comparative Perspective  

 
- Fishman, R. “Spain in Comparative 
Perspective: Contributors of the 
Spanish Case to Comparative Political 
Analysis”, Chapter 2, TOHSP 
 

 

Session 2, 
February 
11th  

Historical Roots and 
Democratization 
 
Discussion topic: 

 
- Encarnación, O. “Politics and the 
Lessons of History”, Chapter 2, 
Spanish Politics 

Presentation 
and discussion 
lead by: 
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Week/Date Topic Reading 
Assignment 

Due 
 
Is Spain a less inclusive or less 
participatory democracy than 
others because of its transition? 

 
- Sánchez-Cuenca, I. “Spanish 
Democratization: Transition, 
Consolidation, and its Meaning in 
Contemporary Spain”, Chapter 3, 
TOHSP  
 

Group 1 

Session 3, 
February 
18th  

 
Authoritarian Legacies 
 
Discussion topic: 
 
Do legacies of Francoism explain 
the electoral support for the 
extreme right today? 
 

 
- Fishman, R. M. and Lizardo, O. 
2013. “How macro-historical change 
shapes cultural taste: legacies of 
democratization in Spain and 
Portugal”, American Sociological 
Review, 78(2), 213-239 
 
- Caramani, D. and Manucci, L. 2019. 
“National past and populism: the re-
elaboration of fascism and its impact 
on right-wing populism in Western 
Europe”, West European Politics, 1-
28. 
 

Presentation 
and discussion 
lead by: 
 
Group 2 

Session 4, 
February 
25th  

 
Spanish Political Institutions in 
Comparative Perspective: An 
Overview. 
 
Discussion topic: 
 
What are the main trade-offs 
originated by the Spanish 
institutional design? 
 

- Colomer, J.M. “Political Institutions in 
a Comparative Perspective”, Chapter 
3, TOHSP 
 

Presentation 
and discussion 
lead by: 
 
Group 3 

Session 5, 
March 3rd  

 
Parties and Party System  
 
Discussion topic: 
 
What explains mainstream parties 
decline in Spain and across 
Europe? 
 

 
- Encarnación, O. “From Contention to 
Moderation: Party Politics”, Chapter 4, 
Spanish Politics 
 
- Hutter, S., Kriesi, H. and Vidal, G., 
2018. “Old versus new politics: The 
political spaces in Southern Europe in 
times of crises”, Party Politics, 24(1), 
pp.10-22 

 

Short Essay 
 
 

Presentation 
and discussion 
lead by: 
 
Group 4 

Session 6, 
March 10th  

Party System Change: New and 
Challenger Parties 
 
Discussion topic: 

 
- Orriols, L. and G. Cordero. 2016. 
“The breakdown of the Spanish two-
party system: The upsurge of 

Presentation 
and discussion 
lead by: 
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Week/Date Topic Reading 
Assignment 

Due 
 
Responses to the crisis of 
Representative Democracy 
 

Podemos and Ciudadanos in the 2015 
general election”, South European 
Society and Politics 21(4): 469–92 
 
- Turnbull-Dugarte, S. J. 2019. 
“Explaining the end of Spanish 
exceptionalism and electoral support 
for Vox”, Research & Politics, 6(2) 
 

Group 5 

Session 7, 
March 17th  

 
Public Opinion: Political Trust 
and Satisfaction with 
Democracy  
 
Discussion topic: 
 
The evolution of attitudes towards 
the democratic regime 
 

- Torcal, M. and Christmann, P. 
“Political Culture in Spain in the 21st 
Century: Symptoms of a Crisis of 
Representation”, Chapter 19, TOHSP 
 

Presentation 
and discussion 
lead by: 
 
Group 6 

Session 8, 
March 24th  

 
MIDTERM EXAM 
 

  

Session 9, 
March 31st  

Electoral Institutions and Voting 
 
Discussion topic: 
 
Does Spain need an electoral 
reform? 
 

 
- Agustí Bosch, “The Spanish 
Electoral System”, Chapter 23, 
TOHSP 
 
- Fraile, M. and Hernández, E. 
“Determinants of Voting Behavior”, 
Chapter 22, TOHSP 
 

Presentation 
and discussion 
lead by: 
 
Group 7 

Session 10, 
April 14th  

Multi-Level Government and 
Horizontal Accountability 
 
Discussion topic: 
 
The trade-off between 
Representation and Accountability 

 
- Leon, S., and Orriols, L. 2016. 
“Asymmetric federalism and economic 
voting”, European Journal of Political 
Research, 55(4), 847-865 

 
- Pardos-Prado, S. and Sagarzazu, I. 
2019. “Economic performance and 
center-periphery conflicts in party 
competition”, Party Politics, 25(1), 50-
62 
 

Presentation 
and discussion 
lead by: 
 
Group 8 

Session 11, 
April 21st  

Identity Politics and 
Secessionism 
 
Discussion topic: 
 

 
- Hierro, M.J. “Regional and National 
Identities”, Chapter 29, TOHSP 
 
- Muro, D., Vidal, G. And Vlaskamp, 

Presentation 
and discussion 
lead by: 
 
Group 9 
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Week/Date Topic Reading 
Assignment 

Due 
Rule of Law vs. Democracy in the 
debate on Catalan secessionism. 
What principle should prevail?   

M. C. 2019. “Does international 
recognition matter? Support for 
unilateral secession in Catalonia and 
Scotland”, Nations and Nationalism, 
Online First 
 

Session 12, 
April 24th 
FRIDAY 

Social Movements and Political 
Protest 
 
Discussion topic: 
 
Social networks and new dynamics 
of political protest 

 
- Anduiza, E., Cristancho, C. And 
Sabucedo, J. M. 2014. “Mobilization 
through online social networks: the 
political protest of the indignados in 
Spain”, Information, Communication & 
Society, 17(6), 750-764 

 
- Muñoz, J., and Anduiza, E. 2019. “If 
a fight starts, watch the crowd: The 
effect of violence on popular support 
for social movements”, Journal of 
Peace Research 

 

Presentation 
and discussion 
lead by: 
 
Group 10 

Session 13, 
April 28th  

The Politics of Welfare State in 
Spain 
 
Discussion topic: 
 
The future of Welfare State: The 
Basic Income debate 

 
- Del Pino, E. “Welfare State”, Chapter 
31, TOHSP 
 
- Fernández-Albertos, J. and 
Manzano, D. 2012. “The lack of 
partisan conflict over the welfare state 
in Spain”, South European Society 
and Politics, 17(3), 427-447 
 

Presentation 
and discussion 
lead by: 
 
Group 11 

Session 14, 
May 5th  

EU Politics and Sentiments 
 
Discussion topic:  
 
Politicization of European affairs 
and depoliticization economic 
issues 
 

 
- Sánchez-Cuenca, I. 2017. “From a 
Deficit of Democracy to a 
Technocratic Order: The Postcrisis 
Debate on Europe”, Annual Review of 
Political Science, 20, 351-369 

 
- Torcal, M., & Christmann, P. 2019. 
“Congruence, national context and 
trust in European institutions”, Journal 
of European Public Policy, 26(12), 
1779-1798 
 

Presentation 
and discussion 
lead by: 
 
Group 12 

Required Co-curricular Activities 

Visit to the Spanish Parliament [Date to be confirmed] 
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Course Materials 

Required Textbooks & Materials in Print Form 

● Muro, Diego. and Ignacio Lago. 2020. The Oxford Handbook of Spanish Politics, Oxford 

University Press. 

● Encarnación, O. G. 2008. Spanish politics: Democracy after dictatorship. Polity. 
 

Required Textbooks & Materials in NYU Classes 

● Fishman, R. M. and Lizardo, O. 2013. “How macro-historical change shapes cultural taste: 

legacies of democratization in Spain and Portugal” American Sociological Review, 78(2), 

213-239. 

 

● Caramani, D. and Manucci, L. 2019. “National past and populism: the re-elaboration of 

fascism and its impact on right-wing populism in Western Europe” West European Politics, 

1-28. 

 

● Hutter, S., Kriesi, H. and Vidal, G., 2018. “Old versus new politics: The political spaces in 

Southern Europe in times of crises” Party Politics, 24(1), pp.10-22. 

 

● Orriols, L. and G. Cordero. 2016. ‘The breakdown of the Spanish two-party system: The 

upsurge of Podemos and Ciudadanos in the 2015 general election’. South European 

Society and Politics 21(4): 469–92 

 

● Turnbull-Dugarte, S. J. 2019. “Explaining the end of Spanish exceptionalism and electoral 

support for Vox”. Research & Politics, 6(2) 

 

● Leon, S., and Orriols, L. 2016. “Asymmetric federalism and economic voting”, European 

Journal of Political Research, 55(4), 847-865. 

 

● Pardos-Prado, S. and Sagarzazu, I. 2019. “Economic performance and center-periphery 

conflicts in party competition” Party Politics, 25(1), 50-62. 

 

● Muro, D., Vidal, G. And Vlaskamp, M. C. 2019. “Does international recognition matter? 

Support for unilateral secession in Catalonia and Scotland” Nations and Nationalism. 

Online First 

 

● Anduiza, E., Cristancho, C. And Sabucedo, J. M. 2014. “Mobilization through online social 

networks: the political protest of the indignados in Spain”, Information, Communication & 

Society, 17(6), 750-764. 

 

● Muñoz, J., and Anduiza, E. 2019. “If a fight starts, watch the crowd: The effect of violence 
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on popular support for social movements”, Journal of Peace Research 

 

● Fernández-Albertos, J. and Manzano, D. 2012. “The lack of partisan conflict over the 

welfare state in Spain”, South European Society and Politics, 17(3), 427-447 

 

● Sánchez-Cuenca, I. 2017. “From a Deficit of Democracy to a Technocratic Order: The 

Postcrisis Debate on Europe. Annual Review of Political Science, 20, 351-369 

 

● Torcal, M., & Christmann, P. 2019. “Congruence, national context and trust in European 

institutions”, Journal of European Public Policy, 26(12), 1779-1798. 

 

 

Resources 

● Access your course materials: NYU Classes (nyu.edu/its/classes) 

● Databases, journal articles, and more: Bobst Library (library.nyu.edu) 

● Assistance with strengthening your writing: NYU Writing Center 

(nyu.mywconline.com) 

● Obtain 24/7 technology assistance: IT Help Desk (nyu.edu/it/servicedesk) 

Course Policies 

Attendance Policy 

Study abroad at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive 

experience in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in 

discussion-based seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active 

participation of all students. And since classes typically meet once or twice a week, 

even a single absence can cause a student to miss a significant portion of a course. To 

ensure the integrity of this academic experience, class attendance at the centers is 

mandatory, and unexcused absences will be penalized with a two percent deduction 

from the student’s final course grade for every week's worth of classes missed. 

Students are responsible for making up any work missed due to absence. Repeated 

absences in a course may result in harsher penalties including failure.  

 

Unexcused absences affect students’ grades:  In classes meeting once a week, a 

2% deduction from the student’s final course grade occurs on the occasion of each 

unexcused absence. 

 

Absences are excused only for illness, religious observance, and emergencies. 

 

http://www.nyu.edu/its/classes
http://library.nyu.edu/
https://nyu.mywconline.com/
http://www.nyu.edu/it/servicedesk
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Illness: For a single absence, students may be required to provide a doctor’s note, at 

the discretion of the Assistant Directors of Academics.  In the case of two consecutive 

absences, students must provide a doctor’s note.  Exams, quizzes, and presentations 

will not be made up without a doctor’s note. 

 

Religious Observance:  Students observing a religious holiday during regularly 

scheduled class time are entitled to miss class without any penalty to their grade. This is 

for the holiday only and does not include the days of travel that may come before and/or 

after the holiday. Students must notify their instructor and the Academic Office in writing 

via email one week in advance before being absent for this purpose.  If exams, quizzes, 

and presentations are scheduled on a holiday a student will observe, the Assistant 

Directors, in coordination with the instructor, will reschedule them. 

 

Please note:  if you are unable to attend class, you are required to email your 

professors directly and notify them. 

Late Submission of Work 

No late submissions will be accepted. 

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism 

At NYU, a commitment to excellence, fairness, honesty, and respect within and outside 

the classroom is essential to maintaining the integrity of our community.  

Plagiarism: presenting others' work without adequate acknowledgement of its source, 

as though it were one’s own.  Plagiarism is a form of fraud.  We all stand on the 

shoulders of others, and we must give credit to the creators of the works that we 

incorporate into products that we call our own.  Some examples of plagiarism: 

 a sequence of words incorporated without quotation marks 

 an unacknowledged passage paraphrased from another's work 

 the use of ideas, sound recordings, computer data or images created by 

others as  though it were one’s own 

 submitting evaluations of group members’ work for an assigned group 

project which misrepresent the work that was performed by another group 

member 

 altering or forging academic documents, including but not limited to 

admissions materials, academic records, grade reports, add/drop forms, 

course registration forms, etc. 

 using language translation software. 
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For further information, students are encouraged to check NYU Policies and Guidelines 

on Academic Integrity (about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-

guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html) 

Disability Disclosure Statement 

Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities. Please contact 

the Moses Center for Students with Disabilities (212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) 

for further information. Students who are requesting academic accommodations are 

advised to reach out to the Moses Center as early as possible in the semester for 

assistance. For more information, see Study Away and Disability 

(https://www.nyu.edu/students/communities-and-groups/students-with-disabilities/study-

away.html)  

 

https://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html
https://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html
mailto:mosescsd@nyu.edu
https://www.nyu.edu/students/communities-and-groups/students-with-disabilities/study-away.html
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