
 
 

   

  

 

  
   

          
  

 

 
         

           

          

    

NYU Madrid 
POL-UA 9726.M01 

Political Economy of Developing 
Countries 

Instruction Mode: Blended 

Fall 2021 

If you are enrolled in this course 100% remotely and are not a Go Local/Study Away student 
for NYU Madrid, please make sure that you’ve completed the online academic orientation via 
Brightspace so you are aware of site specific support structure, policies and procedures. 
Please contact madrid.academics@nyu.edu if you have trouble accessing the Brightspace 
site. 

Instructor Contact Information 
● TBA 

Prerequisites 
N/A 

Units earned 
4 

Course Details 
● Class meeting days and times: Mondays from 9:30am – 12:20pm.

● All times are GMT+2:00 Madrid (Daylight Saving Time ends October 31 st:
GMT+1:00)

● Location: Rooms will be posted in Albert before your first class.

● Remote Participants: Zoom Link: https://nyu.zoom.us/j/97853631171

● COVID-related details: In the interest of protecting the NYU Madrid community, we
are closely following CDC guidance around COVID-19 and adjusting our
recommendations and policies accordingly. Your health and well-being is our top
priority.
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○ If you are attending in person, you will be assigned a seat on the first day and 
are expected to use that seat for the entire semester due to NYU COVID-19 
safety protocol. Please note that you are expected to attend every class 
meeting in-person; however, this may change during the drop/add period if 
in-person student registration increases significantly or at any point during the 
semester if local COVID-19 regulations require additional physical distancing. 

○ Additionally, in-person students will be split into cohorts who will attend 
sessions in the following manner. Each cohort will meet with the professor 
once every other week while the other will attend class synchronously via 
zoom. Your instructor will provide you with the Zoom link via Bright Space. 
Cohorts will be announced via email and Brightspace 

Course Description 
Welcome to Political Economy of Developing Countries. Millions of lives around the 
world are impacted by poverty, natural disasters and other crises every year. 
Frequently, the people affected tend to live in countries that lack the autonomous 
capacities to pursue development without the assistance of international 
development agencies, foreign governments and NGOs. The development of a 
country requires a multi-layered approach, taking into account the diversity of 
failures, the particularities of country related issues and, in most cases, the lack of 
development that already existed in the period preceding the crisis. 

Political Economy of Developing Countries explores how countries develop and looks 
at the role of the international community in contributing to development. This course 
introduces students to a cross section of academic topics relevant to development, 
including, economic development, rule of law, human rights and gender studies. 

Course Objective / Outcomes 
● To provide students with a comprehensive exposure to a cross section of 

theoretical and practical subjects relevant to international development and 
countries in crisis, and have students think about, understand and discuss 
these issues in a broad, critical and interdisciplinary context. 

● To appreciate the intellectual origins of international development and to 
explore contemporary debates in related areas of international development, 
such as gender, human rights and rule of law. 

● To help students develop their ability to analyze complex topics and issues, 
and work from theoretical and practical perspectives to respond to these 
issues (both individually and in groups). 

● To develop students’ ability to organize and present large amounts of 
information in a confident manner. 

● To have students learn to evaluate the effectiveness of development programs 
and projects, taking away from these exercises strong analytical skills and a 
critical thinking ability that can be applied to other disciplines. 
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Assessment Components 
You are expected to attend class in person or remote synchronously. Failure to submit or 
fulfill any required component may result in failure of the class, regardless of grades 
achieved in other assignments. 

Class Participation: 5% 

This grade will take into account students’ substantive participation, which includes 
providing critical analysis and discussion of issues, asking substantive questions, 
interacting with guest speakers, and coming to class having done the assigned 
reading. 
You are expected to attend class in person or remote synchronously. Your active 
participation in class and attendance will be reflected in this part of the course 
requirements. 
This grade will take into account students’ substantive participation, which includes 
providing critical analysis and discussion of issues, asking substantive questions, 
interacting with guest speakers, and coming to class prepared to talk about the 
country they represent. Please see handout on participation for more information. 

Continuous Evaluation exercises (25%): 

Students will be assigned two exercises dealing with a development question 
(individually and in groups). (Assigned during classes 3 and 10). Unless otherwise 
specified, all submissions will have a due date of one week from the date the 
exercise is handed out by the professor. Writing exercises will be a maximum of 2 
pages in length. 

Midterm Exam: 35% 

Take home exam (assigned session 8, due session 10). Case study analysis. To be 
discussed on the first day. 

Final Project: 35% 

Development Research Project: PowerPoint presentation and research paper. To be 
discussed towards the middle of the semester. This will be assigned during session 
15. 

Grading of Assignments 
The grade for this course will be determined according to the following formula: 

Assignments/Activities % of Final Grade 

Class participation 5% 

In – class exercises 25% 

Midterm Exam 35% 
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Assignments/Activities % of Final Grade 

Final Project 35% 

Required Texts & Materials in Brightspace 
Allina, E., Imperialism and the Colonial Experience in Introduction to International 
Development: Approaches, Actors and Issues (2nd Edition), Haslam et al. Oxford (2012). 

Arjun, S., The Political Economy of Legal Empowerment of the Poor, in Rights and Legal 
Empowerment in Eradicating Poverty, ed. Dan Banik, Ashgate Publishing 2008. 

De Schutter, O., Countries Tacking Hunger with a Right to Food Approach, United Nations 
(2010). 

Dubin, A., “Children with Disabilities: Possibilities and Challenges for Expanding Inclusive 
Education to Sub Saharan Africa,” in Works for Africa´s Poorest Children: From 
Measurement to Action, (Lawson et al, eds). Practical Action Publishing, England. 

Sick, D., Environment and Development in Introduction to International Development: 
Approaches, Actors and Issues (2nd Edition), Haslam et al. Oxford (2012). 

Ramisch, J., Rural Development in Introduction to International Development: Approaches, 
Actors and Issues (2nd Edition), Haslam et al., Oxford (2012). 

Hulme, D., ‘Thinking Small and the Understanding of Poverty: Mayamana and Mofizul’s 
Story.’ Working Paper No. 22. Chronic Poverty Research Center, Institute for Development 
Policy and Management, University of Manchester, England (2003). 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, United Nations (1966). 

Lawson, D., Dubin, A. and Mwambene, L. (eds.), What Works for Africa’s Poorest: Access to 
Justice & Gender Empowerment in Sub Saharan Africa, Routledge Publishing, United 
Kingdom. (2020). 

Lee Donoho, D., “What are Human Rights,” in International Human Rights Law, Carolina 
Academic Press (2017). 

Lee Donoho, D., What Rights Are Humans Entitled to Under International Law International 
Human Rights Law, in International Human Rights Law, Carolina Academic Press (2017). 

Letandresse, A., Bornstein, L., Urban Development: Cities and Slums in the Global South in 
Introduction to International Development: Approaches, Actors and Issues (2nd Edition), 
Haslam et al. Oxford (2012). 

Maclure et al., Education and Development: The Perennial Contradictions of Policy 
Discourse.New Delhi High Court, Laxmi Mandal v. Dayal, W.P.(C) 8853/2008 (India): 
https://www.escr-net.org/sites/default/files/Mandal_Court_Decision.pdf 

Martin, A., Gender and Development: The Struggles of Women in the Global South in 
Introduction to International Development: Approaches, Actors and Issues (2nd Edition), 
Haslam et al. Oxford (2012). 

4 

https://www.escr-net.org/sites/default/files/Mandal_Court_Decision.pdf


        

   

           
       

        
    

     
        

        

     
        

     

         

             

         

           

        
        

  

             

 

  

Moyn, S., National Welfare and the University Declaration, in: Not Enough: Human Rights in 
an Unequal World, The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press (2018). 

Nino-Zarazua, M., Mexico’s Progresa - Oportunidades and the Emergence of Social 
Assistance in Latin America, World Brooks Poverty Institute, University of Manchester 
Working Paper 142 (2010). 

Rosenberg, T., To Beat Back Poverty, Pay the Poor, NY Times (January 3, 2011). 
Schafer et al., Meaning, Measurement and Morality in International Development in 
Introduction to International Development: Approaches, Actors and Issues (2nd Edition), 
Haslam et al. Oxford (2012). 

Schrecker, T., Development and Health in Introduction to International Development: 
Approaches, Actors and Issues (2nd Edition), Haslam et al. Oxford (2012). 

Sengupta, R. and Aubuchon, C., The Microfinance Revolution: An Overview, (2008). 

Suhrke, A., Conflict and Development in Introduction to International Development: 
Approaches, Actors and Issues (2nd Edition), Haslam et al. Oxford (2012). 

Todaro, M. Diverse Structures and Common Characteristics of Developing Nations in 
Economic Development (8th Edition) Pearson Education Limited (2003). 

United National General Comment on the Right to Water (2003) 

United Nations General Comment on the Right to the Highest Attainable Standard of Health 
(2000). 

United Nations General Comment on the Right to Food (1999). 

United Nations Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, United Nations (2011). 

Westberg, Megan, Rwanda’s Use of Transitional Justicea after Genocide: The Gacaca 
Courts and the ICTR, Kansas Law Review, volume 59 (2010). 

Wines, M., The Forgotten of Africa: Wasting Away in Jails Without Trial, New York Times 
(November 6, 2005). 

Yardley, J., India Asks, Should Food be a Right for the Poor? NY Times (August 8, 2010). 

Course Schedule 

Topics and Assignments 
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Week/Date Topic Reading 

Session 1, 
September 6th 

Introduction to Political 
Economy of 
Developing Countries 

Review syllabus before coming to class. 

Meaning, Measurement and Morality in International 
Development in Haslam, et al., Introduction to 
International Development: Approaches, Actors and 
Issues (2nd Edition), Oxford (2012). Pages 1 – 27. 

Session 2, 
September 13th 

Characteristics, 
theories and structures 
of developing countries 

Todaro, M., Diverse Structures and Common 
Characteristics of Developing Nations in Economic 
Development (8th Edition), Pearson Education 
Limited (2003). 

Theories of Development in Haslam, et al., 
Introduction to International Development: 
Approaches, Actors and Issues (2nd Edition), Oxford 
(2012). Pages 45 – 63. 

Session 3, 
September 20th 

The Colonial 
Experience 

Imperialism and the Colonial Experience in Haslam, 
et al., Introduction to International Development: 
Approaches, Actors and Issues (2nd Edition), Oxford 
(2012). Pages 29 – 44. 

Session 4, 
September 27th 

Understanding Poverty 
Dynamics: From 
Qualitative to 
Quantitative 
Understandings of 
Poverty´s 
Multidimensionality 

Poverty Exclusion: From Basic Needs to the MDGs 
in Haslam, et al., Introduction to International 
Development: Approaches, Actors and Issues (2nd 
Edition), Oxford (2012). Pages 237 – 254. 

Hulme, D., Thinking Small and the Understanding of 
Poverty: Mayamana and Mofizul’s Story, Working 
Paper No. 22. Chronic Poverty Research Center, 
Institute for Development Policy and Management, 
University of Manchester, England (2003). 

Ellen and Kat oral history in – class assignment. 
(available online, please read prior to class) 

Session 5, 
October 4th 

Health, Education and 
Poverty 

Development and Health in Haslam, et al., 
Introduction to International Development: 
Approaches, Actors and Issues (2nd Edition), Oxford 
(2012). (pages 373 – 389). 

Dubin, A., “Children with Disabilities: Possibilities 
and Challenges for Expanding Inclusive Education to 
Sub Saharan Africa,” in Works for Africa´s Poorest 
Children: From Measurement to Action, (Lawson et 
al, eds). Practical Action Publishing, England, ISBN: 
978-1788-530-460 (2020). 
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Week/Date Topic Reading 

Session 6, 
October 11th 

Social Protection 
Policy: Microfinance 
and other Anti-Poverty 
Policies 

Rosenberg, T., To Beat Back Poverty, Pay the Poor, 
NY Times (January 3, 2011). 

Nino-Zarazua, M., Mexico’s Progresa -
Oportunidades and the Emergence of Social 
Assistance in Latin America, World Brooks Poverty 
Institute, University of Manchester Working Paper 
142 (2010). 

Sengupta, R. and Aubuchon, C., The Microfinance 
Revolution: An Overview, (2008). 

Session 7, 
October 18th 

Gender and 
Development 

Gender and Development: The Struggles of Women 
in the Global South in: Haslam et al., Introduction to 
International Development. 

Session 8, 
October 25th 

Migration and 
Urbanization 

International Migration and Development in Haslam 
et al., Introduction to International Development. 

Urban Development: Cities and Slums in the Global 
South in Haslam et al., Introduction to International 
Development. 

Mid-term assignment handed out 

Session 9, 
November 8th 

Human Rights & 
Development 

Lee Donoho, D, What are Human Rights, in 
International Human Rights Law, Carolina Academic 
Press (2017), Pages 1 – 12. 

What Rights Are Humans Entitled to Under 
International Law International Human Rights Law, in 
International Human Rights Law, Carolina Academic 
Press (2017), Pages 49 – 60. 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (United Nations 1966). 

Session 10, 
November 15th 

Socio-economic Rights 
for Development: 
Implementing the Right 
to Food and Water 

Yardley, J., India Asks, Should Food be a Right for 
the Poor? NY Times (August 8, 2010). 

U.N. General Comments on the Right to Food, 
United Nations. 

U.N. General Comments on the Right to Water, 
United Nations 

Lexmi Davi Case (India): 
https://www.escr-net.org/sites/default/files/Mandal_C 
ourt_Decision.pdf 
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Week/Date Topic Reading 

Session 11, 
November 22nd 

Conflict, Transitional 
Justice and 
Development 

Conflict and Development in Haslam, et al., 
Introduction to International Development: 
Approaches, Actors and Issues (2nd Edition), Oxford 
(2012). (pages 415-432). 

Westberg, Megan, Rwanda’s Use of Transitional 
Justicea after Genocide: The Gacaca Courts and the 
ICTR, Kansas Law Review, volume 59 (2010). 

Video: My Neighbor, My Killer 

Session 12, 
November 29th 

Access to Justice for 
Development: Justice 
for the Poor 

Lawson, D., Dubin, A. and Mwambene, L. (eds.), 
What Works for Africa’s Poorest: Access to Justice & 
Gender Empowerment in Sub Saharan Africa, 
Routledge Publishing, United Kingdom. (2020). 
ISBN: 978-1138222755 

Wines, Michael, The Forgotten of Africa: Wasting 
Away in Jails Without Trial, New York Times 
(November 6, 2005). 

Session 13, 
December 13th 

The Impact of 
Multinational 
Corporations on the 
Environment and 
Development: Towards 

Environment and Development in Haslam, et al., 
Introduction to International Development: 
Approaches, Actors and Issues (2nd Edition), Oxford 
(2012). (Pages 313 – 327). 

Multinational Corporations in Haslam, et al., 
Introduction to International Development: 
Approaches, Actors and Issues (2nd Edition), Oxford 

a Regulatory 
Framework 

(2012). (Pages 197 – 216). 

United Nations Guiding Principles on Business and 
Human Rights, United Nations (2011). 

Session 14, 
December 16th 

THURSDAY 

Development 
Presentations 

In – class presentations 

Online Classroom Etiquette 
To optimize the experience in a blended learning environment, please consider the following: 

● Please be mindful of your microphone and video display during synchronous class 
meetings. Ambient noise and some visual images may disrupt class time for you and 
your peers. 

● Please do not eat during class and minimize any other distracting noises (e.g. rustling 
of papers and leaving the classroom before the break, unless absolutely necessary). 
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● If you are not using your cell phone to follow the lesson, cell phones should be turned 
off or in silent mode during class time. 

● Make sure to let your classmates finish speaking before you do. 
● If deemed necessary by the study away site (ie COVID related need), synchronous 

class sessions may be recorded and archived for other students to view. This will be 
announced at the beginning of class time. 

● Students should be respectful and courteous at all times to all participants in class. 

Academic Policies 

Grade Conversion 

Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 

Letter Grade Points Percent 

A 4.0 100 – 93 

A- 3.7 92 – 90 

B+ 3.3 89 – 87 

B 3.0 86 – 83 

B- 2.7 82 – 80 

C+ 2.3 79 – 77 

C 2.0 76 – 73 

C- 1.7 72 – 70 

D+ 1.3 69 – 67 

D 1.0 66 – 60 

F 0.0 59 – 0 

Attendance Policy 
Studying at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive 
experience, in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in 
discussion-based seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active 
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participation of all students. And since classes typically meet once or twice a week, even a 
single absence can cause a student to miss a significant portion of a course. To ensure the 
integrity of this academic experience, class attendance at the centers, or online through NYU 
Brightspaces if the course is remote synchronous/blended, is expected promptly when class 
begins. Attendance will be checked at each class meeting. If you have scheduled a remote 
course immediately preceding/following an in-person class, you may want to write to 
madrid.academics@nyu.edu to see if you can take your remote class at the Academic 
Center. 

As soon as it becomes clear that you cannot attend a class, you must inform your professor 
and/or the Academics team by e-mail immediately (i.e. before the start of your class). 
Absences are only excused if they are due to illness, Moses Center accommodations, 
religious observance or emergencies. Your professor or site staff may ask you to present a 
doctor's note or an exceptional permission from an NYU Staff member as proof. 
Emergencies or other exceptional circumstances that you wish to be treated confidentially 
must be presented to staff. Doctor's notes must be submitted by e-mail to the Academics 
team (madrid.academics@nyu.edu), who will inform your professors. 

Unexcused absences may be penalized with a two percent deduction from the student’s final 
course grade for every week's worth of classes missed, and may negatively affect your class 
participation grade. Four unexcused absences in one course may lead to a Fail in that 
course. Being more than 15 minutes late counts as an unexcused absence. Furthermore, 
your professor is entitled to deduct points for frequently joining the class late. 

Exams, tests and quizzes, deadlines, and oral presentations that are missed due to illness 
always require a doctor's note as documentation. It is the student's responsibility to produce 
this doctor's note and submit it to site staff by e-mail (madrid.academics@nyu.edu); until this 
doctor's note is produced the missed assessment is graded with an F and no make-up 
assessment is scheduled. In content classes, an F in one assignment may lead to failure of 
the entire class. 

For Attendance Rules on Religious Holidays please see section “Inclusivity Policies and 
Priorities” in this syllabus. 

Regardless of whether an absence is excused or not, it is the student's responsibility to catch 
up with the work that was missed. 

Final exams 
Final exams must be taken at their designated times. Should there be a conflict between your 
final exams, please bring this to the attention of the Academics team 
(madrid.academics@nyu.edu). Final exams may not be taken early, and students should not 
plan to leave the site before the end of the finals period. 

Late Submission of Work 
(1) Work submitted late receives a penalty of 2 points on the 100 point scale for each day 

it is late (including weekends and public holidays), unless an extension has been 
approved (with a doctor's note or by approval of your instructor or NYU Madrid Staff 
(madrid.academics@nyu.edu), in which case the 2 points per day deductions start 
counting from the day the extended deadline has passed. 
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(2) Without an approved extension, written work submitted more than 5 days (including 
weekends and public holidays) following the submission date receives an F. 

(3) Assignments due during finals week that are submitted more than 3 days late 
(including weekends and public holidays) without previously arranged extensions 
will not be accepted and will receive a zero. Any exceptions or extensions for 
work during finals week must be discussed with the Site Director, James D. 
Fernández (jf2@nyu.edu). 

(4) Students who are late for a written exam have no automatic right to take extra time or 
to write the exam on another day. 

(5) Please remember that university computers do not keep your essays - you must save 
them elsewhere. Having lost parts of your essay on the university computer is no 
excuse for a late submission. 

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism 
As the University's policy on "Academic Integrity for Students at NYU" states: "At NYU, a 
commitment to excellence, fairness, honesty, and respect within and outside the classroom is 
essential to maintaining the integrity of our community. By accepting membership in this 
community, students take responsibility for demonstrating these values in their own conduct 
and for recognizing and supporting these values in others." Students at Global Academic 
Centers must follow the University and school policies. 

NYU takes plagiarism very seriously; penalties follow and may exceed those set out by your 
home school. Your instructor may ask you to sign a declaration of authorship form, and may 
check your assignments by using TurnItIn or another software designed to detect offences 
against academic integrity. 

The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images, or data as though 
they were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of 
plagiarism. It is also an offense to submit work for assignments from two different 
courses that is substantially the same (be it oral presentations or written work). If there is 
an overlap of the subject of your assignment with one that you produced for another 
course (either in the current or any previous semester), you MUST inform your 
professor. 

For guidelines on academic honesty, clarification of the definition of plagiarism, 
examples of procedures and sanctions, and resources to support proper citation, please 
see: 

NYU Academic Integrity Policies and Guidelines 

NYU Library Guides 

Inclusivity Policies and Priorities 

NYU’s Office of Global Programs and NYU’s global sites are committed to equity, diversity, 
and inclusion. In order to nurture a more inclusive global university, NYU affirms the value of 
sharing differing perspectives and encourages open dialogue through a variety of 
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pedagogical approaches. Our goal is to make all students feel included and welcome in all 
aspects of academic life, including our syllabi, classrooms, and educational activities/spaces. 

Attendance Rules on Religious Holidays 
Members of any religious group may, without penalty, excuse themselves from classes when 
required in compliance with their religious obligations. Students who anticipate being absent 
due to religious observance should notify their instructor and NYU Madrid’s Academics Office 
in writing via e-mail (madrid.academics@nyu.edu) one week in advance. If examinations or 
assignment deadlines are scheduled on the day the student will be absent, the Academics 
Office will schedule a make-up examination or extend the deadline for assignments. Please 
note that an absence is only excused for the holiday but not for any days of travel that may 
come before and/or after the holiday. See also University Calendar Policy on Religious 
Holidays 

Pronouns and Name Pronunciation (Albert and Zoom) 
Students, staff, and faculty have the opportunity to add their pronouns, as well as the 
pronunciation of their names, into Albert. Students can have this information displayed to 
faculty, advisors, and administrators in Albert, NYU LMS Brightspace, the NYU Home internal 
directory, as well as other NYU systems. Students can also opt out of having their pronouns 
viewed by their instructors, in case they feel more comfortable sharing their pronouns outside 
of the classroom. For more information on how to change this information for your Albert 
account, please see the Pronouns and Name Pronunciation website. 

Students, staff, and faculty are also encouraged, though not required, to list their pronouns, 
and update their names in the name display for Zoom. For more information on how to make 
this change, please see the Personalizing Zoom Display Names website. 

Moses Accommodations Statement 
Academic accommodations are available for students with documented and registered 
disabilities. Please contact the Moses Center for Student Accessibility (+1 212-998-4980 or 
mosescsd@nyu.edu) for further information. Students who are requesting academic 
accommodations are advised to reach out to the Moses Center as early as possible in the 
semester for assistance. Accommodations for this course are managed through NYU Madrid. 

Bias Response 

The New York University Bias Response Line provides a mechanism through which 
members of our community can share or report experiences and concerns of bias, 
discrimination, or harassing behavior that may occur within our community. 

Experienced administrators in the Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO) receive and assess 
reports, and then help facilitate responses, which may include referral to another University 
school or unit, or investigation if warranted according to the University's existing 
Non-Discrimination and Anti-Harassment Policy. 

The Bias Response Line is designed to enable the University to provide an open forum that 
helps to ensure that our community is equitable and inclusive. 
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To report an incident, you may do so in one of three ways: 

● Online using the Web Form (link) 

● Email: bias.response@nyu.edu 

● Phone: 212-998-2277 

● Phone: +34 91 904 42 58 
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