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Global Works and Society: Antiquity

Peoples, intercontinental connections, and Ethics of Governance in the Ancient World.

Instruction Mode : In-Person

Fall 2021

Lecturer Contact Information
● Office hours and location: Remotely, Wednesdays from 12:15 to 13:15, Room 

405

Units earned
4

Course Details
● Mondays and Wednesdays from 10:45 am to 12:15 pm.
● All times are GMT+2 Madrid Time Zone.
● Location: Rooms will be posted in Albert before your first class.

o COVID-related details: In the interest of protecting the NYU Madrid community, we
are closely following CDC guidance around COVID-19 and adjusting our
recommendations and policies accordingly. Your health and well-being is our top
priority.

○ Since you are attending in person, you will be assigned a seat on the first day
and are expected to use that seat for the entire semester due to NYU
COVID-19 safety protocol. Please note that you are expected to attend every
class meeting in-person.

Course Description

The course explores how ancient communities collectively perceived themselves, their
interactions with other communities in their known world, as well as the relationships that
existed between rulers and subjects. We will study the evolution of the ideas of collectivity,
the idea of "us and them", origin and displacement narratives and gender perceptions. We
will study how tyrannical practices are challenged or supported by the ideal government ethic
of each society. We will understand how the old ideas of collectivity and good government
continue to be influential in nations today.

We will begin our journey by explaining the meanings of rule and law in Antiquity and the
geopolitics of the Ancient World, placing each society in its specific time and space on a
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mapping of multi-continental routes and connections. We will analyze documentary sources
on diplomatic relations between ancient peoples and how they were governed by specific
political ethics in Africa, Asia, and Europe.

You will learn about the agency and the vision of the ancient traveling merchants and their
stories about towns and places with a specific focus on the Iberian Peninsula. Likewise, to
broaden our view of the great legacy of the material culture of antiquity in Spain, two visits
will be conducted to the Archaeological Museum of Madrid and to the Regional
Archaeological Museum of the Community of Madrid.

For the second half of the semester, we will delve into the referential ideas of individual and
collective virtue. You will learn to understand the morals that governed ancient societies and
their connection to religion and the divine, as well as to philosophical elaborations, including
imaginary narratives of origin, a displacement that drove collective identities. Thus, we will
establish links between the above and contemporary theories of nation and ethnicity

Course Objective / Outcomes
● Students should be acquainted with major movements in the history of ideas throughout

the world, drawn especially from history, philosophy, political theory, religious studies, and
sociology.

● Students should demonstrate knowledge of great books in these areas from around the
world.

● Students should be able to compare and critically evaluate these varied intellectual
traditions and their interconnections, in both speech and writing.

● Students should be able to find connections between the concerns of the past and the
problems and challenges of the present.

● Students should be able to understand the ideas of community, government, and
relations between peoples in ancient times and understand the connections of these to
specific ethics.

● Students will be able to initiate themselves in conducting historical research
autonomously and writing papers according to publication standards.

Assessment Components

● Class participation, 10%.
● Midterm exam, 30% of the total score.
● Introductory part of the short publishable essay, 10% of the total score.
● Final exam, 30% of the total score.
● Final version of the short publishable essay, 20% of the total score.

Each exam will consist of three questions to be developed, referring to the specific texts of
the course, each answered question will be evaluated with a maximum of 10 points.

In relation to class interventions, each solid intervention will receive one point with a
maximum of ten points for the entire course, no more than one point will be given to a
student in a specific session.
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Essay: The essay must follow academic standards as if it were to be published, it will have a
minimum of 3000 words and a maximum of 4000 words. The length of the essay will not
determine the grade, but the relevance, logic and clarity of the ideas articulated as well as
the use of the academic tools learned in the course. The delivery of the essay will occur in
two moments. The delivery of the essay will occur in two moments. Close to the midterm
exam, the introductory part of the essay of 1000 to 1500 words will be delivered to be
evaluated and reviewed to receive, and, close to the day of the final exam, the complete
essay will be delivered to be evaluated in the following days.

You are expected to attend class in person or remote synchronously, if COVID-19
contingency plans are announced by NYU Madrid. Failure to submit or fulfill any required
component may result in failure of the class, regardless of grades achieved in other
assignments.

Additional information will be uploaded to Brightspace.

Required Text(s)

All electronic resources will be uploaded to Brightspace.

Supplemental Text(s) (not required to purchase)

The list contains additional works as well as the references of essential books from which
texts have been extracted

● Anta, D. C. (2012). Civilization or Barbarism. HBC Publications.

● Bernal, M., & DeGruyter. (2020). Black Athena: The Afroasiatic Roots of Classical

Civilization Volume I: The Fabrication of Ancient Greece 1785-1985.

● Bernal, M. (2020). Black Athena: The Afroasiatic Roots of Classical Civilization Volume II:

The Archaeological and Documentary Evidence.

● Christenson, A. J. (2007). Popol vuh: Sacred book of the Quiché Maya people.

● Easwaran, Eknath. The Bhagavad Gita, Nilgiri Press, 2007. ProQuest Ebook Central.

● Emiliani, Cesare. «Calendar reform». Nature 366, no. 6457 (December 30th, 1993): 716.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/366716b0.

● Herodotus, (2018). Histories of Herodotus - A Translation By A.D. Godley: A Translation

By A.D. Godley. Scribe Publishing.

● Homer & Butler, S. (2017). Odyssey.

● Loney, A. (2019-04-18). The Ethics of Revenge and the Meanings of the Odyssey: Oxford

University Press. Retrieved 19 Aug. 2021

● Leão, D. F., & Rhodes, P. J. (2016). The laws of solon: A new edition with introduction,

translation and commentary. ProQuest Ebook Central.
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● Mellor, R. (2012). The Historians of Ancient Rome: An anthology of the major writings.

ProQuest Ebook Central.

● Mitchell, S. (2006). Gilgamesh: A new English version.

● Mokhtar, G. (1995). General history of Africa: Vol. 2. London: Heinemann.

● Nadkarni, M. V. (2016). The Bhagavad-gita for the Modern Reader: History,

Interpretations and Philosophy. ProQuest Ebook Central.

● Seneca, L. A., & Fantham, E. (2010). Selected letters. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

● Sun-tzu, Sawyer, R. D., & Sawyer, M. L. (1994). Sun tzu: The art of war. Boulder, Colo:

Westview Press.

● Török, L. (2014). Herodotus in Nubia.

Course Schedule

Topics and Assignments

Week/Date Topic Reading

Session 1, September
6th

General course overview and
assessment description.

Course syllabus, assessment
policies and paper guidelines.
Available in Brightspace.

Session 2, September
8th

From Neolithic to Antiquity:
populations, conditions, and
technologies.

Fu, Qiaomei, Cosimo Posth,
Mateja Hajdinjak, Martin Petr,
Swapan Mallick, Daniel Fernandes,
Anja Furtwängler, y var. «The
genetic history of Ice Age Europe».
Nature advance on (May 2, 2016).

Session 3, September
13th Oldest recorded myths of origin.

Mitchell, S. (2006). Gilgamesh: A
new English version. ProQuest
Ebook Central [Book 4 and 5, 8
pages, non-paged]

Session 4, September
15th

Peoples and nations in the
Genesis.

Floating, P. T. (2009). The Holy
Bible: Old and new testaments,
king james version. ProQuest
Ebook Central The First Book of
Moses: Called Genesis. [8-11,
pages 32-45]

Session 5, September
20th

Law and order in the Ancient
World.

The Code of Hammurabi, Internet
History Sourcebooks
(fordham.edu). [Non-paged, 14
pages] & Excerpt of Solon Laws.
Leão, D. F., & Rhodes, P. J. (2016).
The laws of solon: A new edition
with introduction, translation and
commentary. ProQuest Ebook
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Central, Offences Against the
Community [Pages 57 to 66] Texts
available in Brightspace.

Session 6, September
22nd

Diplomacy and International
Relations in Ancient Egypt and
East Asia.

Moran, W. L. (2002). The Amarna
letters. Baltimore, MD: The Johns
Hopkins University Press [Excerpt
pages 1-17]

Session 7, September
27th

Geographical notions in the
African travels in Africa.

Punt expedition of Queen
Hatshepsut [10 pages] The Tale of
the Shipwrecked Sailor [9 pages],
Herodotus Account of the
circumnavigation of Africa by
Necho the Second, Herorotus
account of the travel of Sataspes
and Herodotus account of
Carthaginians trade in Africa [1
page]. The periplus of Hanno [3
pages] Texts available in
Brightspace.

Session 8, September
29th The Ancient Historian 1.

Godley, A. D. The Histories of
Herodotus (Book 2: 1-49) [Odd
pages from 275 to 337, 32 pages]

Session 9, October 4th The Ancient Historian 2.
Godley, A. D. The Histories of
Herodotus (Book 2: 50-110) [Odd
pages from to 337-399, 31 pages]

Session 10, October
6th

Ethics of government in Iron Age
Greece.
Delivery of the introductory part of
the essay (1000 to 1500 words).

Homer (2017). The odyssey.
ProQuest Ebook Central [Books 21
to 24, 29 pages, non-paged]

Session 11, October
11th

Questions around the Aryan
invasion of the Indian
subcontinent.

Easwaran, E. (2007). The
Bhagavad-gītā. ProQuest Ebook
Central. [Chapter 1, pages 84-99]

Session 12, October
13th

Buddhism, between religion and
philosophy.

Easwaran, E. (2007). The
Dhammapada. ProQuest Ebook
Central [Sutras 1 to 14, pages
105-110, 115-118, 123-127,
133-136, 141-145, 150, 151, 157,
158, 161, 162, 169-171, 32 pages]

Session 13, October
18th Midterm exam

Session 14, October
20th

Ethics of government in Ancient
China.

The Analects (Lun Yu)
English translation: James Legge.
Edited by Cambridge Chinese
Classics. [Chapters 11, 12, 13]

Session 15, October
25th

Strategic pragmatism in Ancient
China.

Sun, T., Ralph D. Sawyer (1994).
The art of war. ProQuest Ebook
Central [Chapters 6, 7, 8, 9]

Session 16, October
27th

The Iberian Peninsula through
Greek eyes 1.

Strabo, Hamilton, H. C., &
Falconer, W. (1903). The
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geography of Strabo. London and
New York: G. Bell & Sons. Perseus
Digital Library (Tufts.edu) Book 3
[Chapters 1, 2 and 3, non-paged,
14 pages].

Session 17,
November 3rd

The Iberian Peninsula through
Greek eyes 2: Comments on the
visit to the Archaeological
Museum of Madrid

Strabo, Hamilton, H. C., &
Falconer, W. (1903). The
geography of Strabo. London and
New York: G. Bell & Sons. Perseus
Digital Library (Tufts.edu) Book 3
[Chapters 4 and 5, non-paged, 15
pages].

Session 18,
November 8th

Philosophies of good governance
in Classical Greece.

Halliwell, S. (Ed.). (1998). Plato:
Republic V. Liverpool University
Press. [Odd pages from 43 to 85,
21 pages]

Session 19,
November 10th Ethics of government in Egypt.

Diodorus of Sicily, Oldfather, C. H.,
(1989). Diodorus of Sicily. [Book 1,
odd pages from 239-281]

Session 20,
November 15th

East Africa intercontinental
connections.

Accounts of Meroe, Kush, and
Axum, c. 430 BCE - 550 CE.
Internet Ancient History
Sourcebook, Fordham University
[Non paged electronic format, 13
pages]

Session 21,
November 17th Ethics of government in Rome.

Seneca, L. A., & Fantham, E.
(2010). Selected letters. Oxford:
Oxford University Press. [Letter 83,
pages 149-154]

Session 22,
November 22nd

Ethics of government in Rome:
Comments on the visit to the
Regional Archaeological Museum
of the Community of Madrid

Seneca, L. A., & Fantham, E.
(2010). Selected letters. Oxford:
Oxford University Press. [Letter 97,
pages 206-210]

Session 23,
November 24th

Trade connections between three
continents 1.

Huntingford, G. W. B. (Ed.). (2010).
Periplus of the Erythraean Sea, by
an unknown author: With some
extracts from Agatharkhides 'on
the Erythraean sea'. ProQuest
Ebook Central [Chapters 1 to 49,
pages 19-48]

Session 24,
November 29th

Trade connections between three
continents 2.

Huntingford, G. W. B. (Ed.). (2010).
Periplus of the Erythraean Sea, by
an unknown author: With some
extracts from Agatharkhides 'on
the Erythraean sea'. ProQuest
Ebook Central [Chapters 50 to 110,
pages from 49 to 65]

Session 25,
December 1st Women in early Christianity. Ehrman, B., & Plese, Z. (2011).

The Apocryphal Gospels: Texts
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and Translations, The Gospel of
May of Magdala. ProQuest Ebook
Central [Odd pages from 593 to
605, 7 pages]

Session 26,
December 13th

The end of the Western Roman
Empire.
Submission of finalized essay
(3000 to 4000 words).

Walsh, P. (Ed.). (2005). Augustine:
The City of God Book one.
Liverpool University Press.
JStor.org. [Odd pages from 17 to
45]

Session 27,
December 15th The Mayan cosmovision.

Christenson, A. J. (2007). Popol
Vuh: Sacred Book of the Quiché
Maya People. [Pages 48-75, 27
pages]

Session 28,
December 16th

THURSDAY
Final exam

Online Classroom Etiquette
To optimize the experience in a blended learning environment, please consider the following:

● Please be mindful of your microphone and video display during synchronous class
meetings. Ambient noise and some visual images may disrupt class time for you and
your peers.

● Please do not eat during class and minimize any other distracting noises (e.g.,
rustling of papers and leaving the classroom before the break, unless absolutely
necessary).

● If you are not using your cell phone to follow the lesson, cell phones should be turned
off or in silent mode during class time.

● Students should be respectful and courteous at all times to all participants in class.
● Make sure to let your classmates finish speaking before you do.
● If deemed necessary by the study away site (i.e., COVID related need), synchronous

class sessions may be recorded and archived for other students to view. This will be
announced at the beginning of class time.

Academic Policies

Assessment Expectations:
● Grade A: The student’s work demonstrates an understanding of the subject that goes

beyond assigned course readings. The student writes essays/exam questions that
are an original synthesis of source materials, demonstrating the ability to evaluate
source material critically. Written arguments are clear, well-organized, and
well-presented; oral presentations are concise, incisive, and supplemented by
appropriate visual materials. The student has distinguished himself/herself throughout
the semester by his/her contributions to class discussion.

● Grade B: The student’s work shows a clear understanding of assigned readings and
materials covered in class. The student writes clear, well-organized, and
well-presented essays/exam questions; oral presentations are concise, incisive, and

7

https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.proxy.library.nyu.edu/lib/nyulibrary-ebooks/reader.action?docID=746755&ppg=600
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.proxy.library.nyu.edu/lib/nyulibrary-ebooks/reader.action?docID=746755&ppg=600
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctv1228gtx
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctv1228gtx


supplemented by appropriate visual materials. The student is prepared in class and
asks relevant questions.

● Grade C: The student’s work shows a basic understanding of the subject treated in
assigned readings and covered in class. However, written and/or oral work is deficient
in one or more of the following areas: clarity, organization, or content. The student’s
work is generally in need of improvement

● Grade D: The student’s work shows occasional understanding of the subject treated
in assigned readings and covered in class. Written and/or oral work is deficient in one
of more of the follow areas: clarity, organization, or content. The student does not
participate in class discussion and has not frequented the instructor’s office hours.

● Grade F: The student’s work does not demonstrate understanding of the subject
treated in assigned readings and covered in class. Written and/or oral work are either
insufficient or are not submitted. The student appears unprepared in class and has
not frequented the instructor’s office hours.

Grade Conversion
Your lecturer may use one of the following scales of numerical equivalents to letter grades:

A:  100–94
A–:  93–90
B+:  89–87
B:    86-84

B–:  83–80
C+: 79–77
C:   76–74
C–: 73–70

D+: 69–67
D:   66–64
D–: 63–60
F:   59–0

Attendance Policy
Studying at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive
experience, in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in
discussion-based seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active
participation of all students. And since classes typically meet once or twice a week, even a
single absence can cause a student to miss a significant portion of a course. To ensure the
integrity of this academic experience, class attendance at the centers, or online through NYU
Brightspace if the course is remote synchronous/blended, is expected promptly when class
begins. Attendance will be checked at each class meeting. If you have scheduled a remote
course immediately preceding/following an in-person class, you may want to write to
madrid.academics@nyu.edu to see if you can take your remote class at the Academic
Center.

As soon as it becomes clear that you cannot attend a class, you must inform your professor
and/or the Academics team by e-mail immediately (i.e., before the start of your class).
Absences are only excused if they are due to illness, Moses Center accommodations,
religious observance, or emergencies. Your professor or site staff is entitled to require you to
present a doctor's note or an exceptional permission from an NYU Staff member as proof.
Emergencies or other exceptional circumstances that you wish to be treated confidentially
must be presented to staff. Doctor's notes must be submitted by e-mail to your professor and
the Academics team (madrid.academics@nyu.edu), who will inform your professors.

Unexcused absences may be penalized with a five percent deduction from your total
participation grade. Five unexcused absences in one course will lead to a Fail in that course.
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Being more than 15 minutes late counts as an unexcused absence. Furthermore, your
professor is entitled to deduct points for frequently joining the class late.

Exams, tests and quizzes, deadlines, and oral presentations that are missed due to illness
always require a doctor's note as documentation. It is the student's responsibility to produce
this doctor's note and submit it to your professor and the site staff by e-mail
(madrid.academics@nyu.edu); until this doctor's note is produced the missed assessment is
graded with an F and no make-up assessment is scheduled. In content classes, an F in one
assignment may lead to failure of the entire class.

Regardless of whether an absence is excused or not, it is the student's responsibility to catch
up with the work that was missed.

Final exams
Final exams must be taken at their designated times. Should there be a conflict between your
final exams, please bring this to the attention of the Academics team
(madrid.academics@nyu.edu). Final exams may not be taken early, and students should not
plan to leave the site before the end of the finals period.

Late Submission of Work
(1) Work submitted late receives a penalty of 2 points on the 100-point scale for each day

it is late (including weekends and public holidays), unless an extension has been
approved (with a doctor's note or by approval of your professor and NYU Madrid Staff
(madrid.academics@nyu.edu), in which case the 2 points per day deductions start
counting from the day the extended deadline has passed.

(2) Without an approved extension, written work submitted more than 5 days (including
weekends and public holidays) following the submission date receives an F.

(3) Assignments due during finals week that are submitted more than 3 days late
(including weekends and public holidays) without previously arranged extensions
will not be accepted and will receive a zero. Any exceptions or extensions for
work during finals week must be discussed with the Site Director, James D.
Fernández (jf2@nyu.edu).

(4) Students who are late for a written exam have no automatic right to take extra time or
to write the exam on another day.

(5) Please remember that university computers do not keep your essays - you must save
them elsewhere. Having lost parts of your essay on the university computer is no
excuse for a late submission.

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism
As the University's policy on "Academic Integrity for Students at NYU" states: "At NYU, a
commitment to excellence, fairness, honesty, and respect within and outside the classroom is
essential to maintaining the integrity of our community. By accepting membership in this
community, students take responsibility for demonstrating these values in their own conduct
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and for recognizing and supporting these values in others." Students at Global Academic
Centers must follow the University and school policies.

NYU takes plagiarism very seriously; penalties follow and may exceed those set out by your
home school. Your lecturer may ask you to sign a declaration of authorship form and may
check your assignments by using TurnItIn or another software designed to detect offences
against academic integrity.

The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images, or data as though they
were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of plagiarism. It is
also an offense to submit work for assignments from two different courses that
is substantially the same (be it oral presentations or written work). If there is an overlap of the
subject of your assignment with one that you produced for another course (either in the
current or any previous semester), you MUST inform your professor.

For guidelines on academic honesty, clarification of the definition of plagiarism, examples of
procedures and sanctions, and resources to support proper citation, please see:

NYU Academic Integrity Policies and Guidelines

NYU Library Guides

Inclusivity Policies and Priorities

NYU’s Office of Global Programs and NYU’s global sites are committed to equity, diversity,
and inclusion. In order to nurture a more inclusive global university, NYU affirms the value of
sharing differing perspectives and encourages open dialogue through a variety of
pedagogical approaches. Our goal is to make all students feel included and welcome in all
aspects of academic life, including our syllabi, classrooms, and educational activities/spaces.

Attendance Rules on Religious Holidays
Members of any religious group may, without penalty, excuse themselves from classes when
required in compliance with their religious obligations. Students who anticipate being absent
due to religious observance should notify their lecturer AND NYU Madrid’s Academics Office
in writing via e-mail (madrid.academics@nyu.edu) one week in advance. If examinations or
assignment deadlines are scheduled on the day the student will be absent, the Academics
Office will schedule a make-up examination or extend the deadline for assignments. Please
note that an absence is only excused for the holiday but not for any days of travel that may
come before and/or after the holiday. See also University Calendar Policy on Religious
Holidays

Pronouns and Name Pronunciation (Albert and Zoom)
Students, staff, and faculty have the opportunity to add their pronouns, as well as the
pronunciation of their names, into Albert. Students can have this information displayed to
faculty, advisors, and administrators in Albert, NYU LMS Brightspace, the NYU Home internal
directory, as well as other NYU systems. Students can also opt out of having their pronouns
viewed by their instructors in case they feel more comfortable sharing their pronouns outside
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of the classroom. For more information on how to change this information for your Albert
account, please see the Pronouns and Name Pronunciation website.

Students, staff, and faculty are also encouraged, though not required, to list their pronouns,
and update their names in the name display for Zoom. For more information on how to make
this change, please see the Personalizing Zoom Display Names website.

Moses Accommodations Statement
Academic accommodations are available for students with documented and registered
disabilities. Please contact the Moses Center for Student Accessibility (+1 212-998-4980 or
mosescsd@nyu.edu) for further information. Students who are requesting academic
accommodations are advised to reach out to the Moses Center as early as possible in the
semester for assistance. Accommodations for this course are managed through NYU Madrid.

Bias Response

The New York University Bias Response Line provides a mechanism through which
members of our community can share or report experiences and concerns of bias,
discrimination, or harassing behavior that may occur within our community.

Experienced administrators in the Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO) receive and assess
reports, and then help facilitate responses, which may include referral to another University
school or unit, or investigation if warranted according to the University's existing
Non-Discrimination and Anti-Harassment Policy.

The Bias Response Line is designed to enable the University to provide an open forum that
helps to ensure that our community is equitable and inclusive.

To report an incident, you may do so in one of three ways:

● Online using the Web Form (link)

● Email: bias.response@nyu.edu

● Phone: 212-998-2277

● Local Phone Number: +34 91 904 42 58
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