
 
 

NYU LONDON 
Global Works and Society in a Changing World 

Modernity 

GWM-UF 9201 L01 
Blended 

Greenwich Mean Time  
(NYC + 5, except for +4 Oct. 24th-31st due to Daylight Savings Time) 

Fall 2020 
We know that you may be taking courses at multiple locations this semester. If you are enrolled 
in this course 100% remotely and are not a Go Local/Study Away student for this course site, 
please make sure that you’ve completed the online academic orientation via NYU Classes so 
you are aware of site specific support structure, policies and procedures. Please contact the 
site academic staff (nyul.academics@nyu.edu) if you have trouble accessing the NYU 
Classes site. 
 
If you are attending in person, you will be assigned a seat on the first day and are expected to 
use that seat for the entire semester due to NYU COVID-19 safety protocol.  

Instructor Information 
● Name: Dr. Marie Milofsky 
● Office hours on line. TBC 

 

Course Information 
● GWM-UF 9201L01 
● Global Works and Society in a Changing World Modernity 
● Tuesdays and Thursdays 10:15-11:45 am London time, Room 102 
● Join  
● London Academic Calendar:  https://www.nyu.edu/london/calendar.html 

Course Overview and Goals 
The number one goal of this course is for the students to enjoy engaging with the program and 
learn what the key thinkers had to contribute as well as to think independently about some of 
these critical ideas. We will cover a very broad range of topics: the Enlightenment- the social 
contract tradition- the birth of capitalism – Marxism – liberalism – Darwinism and impact on 
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morality with Nietzsche- imperialism, colonization and decolonization, feminism and then racial 
and gender identity, sustainable capitalism and nations and nationalism.  

Course Requirements 

Class Participation 
You are expected to attend class in person or remote synchronously. Your active participation in 
class and attendance will be reflected in this part of the course requirements. 

Grading of Assignments 
The grade for this course will be determined according to these assessment components: 

Grades 
● Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 
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Assignments/A
ctivities Description of Assignment 

% of 
Final 
Grade 

Due 

Essay 1 1,000 words  15% 
    Session 9 

01/10/2020 

Essay 2 1,000 words 15% 
    Session 17 

29/10/2020 

Project 2,000 words. 20%  Session 23 
19/11/2020 

Presentation Power point 10-15 mn 10% Session 22,23 
or 24 

Participation For the entire term  20%  

Exam  20% TBC 

Letter 
Grade Percent Description 

A Example: 93.5% and 
higher 

Excellent work. The essay is focused on the 
question asked, well structured and well written. 
The argument unfolds with clarity using the 
appropriate literature and reviewing objections 
to the view defended. The student must display 
a clear and thorough understanding of the 



 
 

Course Materials 
Rousseau Jean-Jacques, (1761), The Social Contract, ed. G.D.H. Cole, (London and Toronto: 
J.M. Dent and Sons, 1923. 
https://oll.libertyfund.org/titles/rousseau-the-social-contract-and-discourses, Book I and Book II, 
Chapters I to VI. 
 
Kant Immanuel, (1785), Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals (first section) 
http://www.pitt.edu/~mthompso/readings/GroundworkI.pdf  
 
Kant Immanuel, (1784), What is Enlightenment? (First essay) 
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/CVSP/Documents/Fall%202017-2018/Fall%202017-2018/Kant--Wha
t%20is%20Enlightenment.pdf 
 
Mill John Stuart (1859), On Liberty, http://www.gutenberg.org/files/34901/34901-h/34901-h.htm 
 
Smith Adam, (1759), Theory of Moral Sentiments, 
https://www.ibiblio.org/ml/libri/s/SmithA_MoralSentiments_p.pdf 
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course material, an ability to think independently 
and some sophistication in the argument 

B Example: 82.5% - 87.49% 

Good to very good work. The essay is clear, 
well written, well organised and well-argued but 
lacks the sophistication and independence of an 
‘A’ essay. A ‘B’ can also be given to an original 
essay defending a well thought argument if it 
lacks clarity or structure. A disguised repeat of 
the lecture is strongly discouraged. 

C Example: 72.5% - 77.49% 

Adequate work. The essay displays either poor 
writing skills, an unclear structure or some 
misunderstandings about the texts. A ‘C’ can 
also be given to a student who gives an opinion 
more than develop an argument or who 
misuses the course material. A ‘C’ can 
sometimes penalize a student who developed a 
well-written argument but misunderstood the 
question and provided an answer out of focus. 

D Example: 62.5% - 67.49 

Poor work. The course material is poorly 
understood, explained or used. The essay is 
badly written or organised. The student still 
displays some effort or a willingness to try but 
encounters genuine difficulties.  A student 
having a ‘D’ should seek help with essay writing 
skills and possibly re-write the essay. 

F Example: 59.99% and 
lower No redeeming features 

https://oll.libertyfund.org/titles/rousseau-the-social-contract-and-discourses
http://www.pitt.edu/~mthompso/readings/GroundworkI.pdf
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/CVSP/Documents/Fall%202017-2018/Fall%202017-2018/Kant--What%20is%20Enlightenment.pdf
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/CVSP/Documents/Fall%202017-2018/Fall%202017-2018/Kant--What%20is%20Enlightenment.pdf
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/34901/34901-h/34901-h.htm
https://www.ibiblio.org/ml/libri/s/SmithA_MoralSentiments_p.pdf


 
 

 
Smith Adam, (1776), Wealth of Nations, 
https://www.ibiblio.org/ml/libri/s/SmithA_WealthNations_p.pdf 
 
Marx K. &Engels F., (1848), The Communist Manifesto. Any edition or on line for example: 
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/pdf/Manifesto.pdf 
 
Marx K. &Engels F., (1845), The German Ideology 
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1845/german-ideology/ch01a.htm 
 
Darwin Charles, (1871), The Descent of Man, I would encourage you to read all of Part I doing 
your own ‘skimming’ over the lengthy biological developments. However, I have done a 
selection available on NYU classes, resources, ‘Darwin – reading’ 
I have used in the selection provided and for the purpose of these lecture notes: 
https://teoriaevolutiva.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/darwin-c-the-descent-of-man-and-selection-i
n-relation-to-sex.pdf 
 
Nietzsche, Friedrich W., (2006), On the Genealogy of Morality, Cambridge University Press, 
ISBN-13 978-0-521-87123-5, Essays 1 and 2, 
https://philosophy.ucsc.edu/news-events/colloquia-conferences/GeneologyofMorals.pdf 
 
Said Edward, (2019), Orientalism, Penguin Classics, ISBN: 978-0141187426 
https://monoskop.org/images/4/4e/Said_Edward_Orientalism_1979.pdf 
 
Conrad Joseph, (2017), Heart of Darkness, Norton Critical Edition, ISBN: 978-0393264869 
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/219/219-h/219-h.htm 
 
On colonization:  
please surf the following museum on line and watch the film ‘Operation Legacy’. Museum of 
British Colonialism https://www.museumofbritishcolonialism.org/  
 
 
Gandhi Mahatma, (1942) ‘Quit India Speech’. https://www.mkgandhi.org/speeches/qui.htm 
 
On the Suffragettes:  
Museum of London website: 
https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/museum-london/whats-on/votes-women-museum-london?
series=Votes%20for%20Women 
Parliament website: https://www.parliament.uk/about/podcasts/toursofparliament/suffragettes/ 
 
 
De Beauvoir Simone (1946), The Second Sex, Vintage Classics, ISBN: 9780099744214 
https://uberty.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/1949_simone-de-beauvoir-the-second-sex.pdf 
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Judith Butler, “Performative Acts and Gender Constitution: An Essay in Phenomenology and 
Feminist Theory” Theatre Journal 40:4 (Dec 1998), pp.519-531  

 

Optional Textbooks & Materials 
 
Ansell Pearson, Keith (2006), Introduction to The Genealogy of Morality, CUP 
https://philosophy.ucsc.edu/news-events/colloquia-conferences/GeneologyofMorals.pdf 
 
Desmond Adrian and Moore James, (2010), Darwin's Sacred Cause: Race, Slavery and the 
Quest for Human Origins, Penguin. ISBN-10: 0141032200 , ISBN-13: 978-0141032207 
 
Heilbroner, Robert L. (1986), The Essential of Adam Smith, New York: Norton paperback. 
 
Kamenka E., The Portable Karl Marx, Penguin Book, ISBN: 978-0140150964.  
 
Rawls, John (2000), Lectures On The History Of Moral Philosophy, Harvard University Press, 
ISBN: 9780674004428 

Resources 
● Access your course materials: NYU Classes (nyu.edu/its/classes) 
● Databases, journal articles, and more: Bobst Library (library.nyu.edu) 
● Assistance with strengthening your writing: NYU Writing Center 

(nyu.mywconline.com) 
● Obtain 24/7 technology assistance: IT Help Desk (nyu.edu/it/servicedesk) 

Course Schedule 
Reminder:  Links to join class Zoom meetings will all be available in NYU Classes. 

Topics and Assignments  
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

Session 1 
03/09/2020 

General introduction.  
 None None 

 

Session 2 
08/09/2020 

Enlightenment and the 
Social Contract  

Rousseau- The Social 
Contract 
Book I and Book II, 
Chapters I to VI. 

Preparation questions on 
NYU classes. 
Essay 1 topics on NYU 
Classes 

https://philosophy.ucsc.edu/news-events/colloquia-conferences/GeneologyofMorals.pdf
http://www.nyu.edu/its/classes
http://library.nyu.edu/
https://nyu.mywconline.com/
http://www.nyu.edu/it/servicedesk
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Session 3 
10/09/2020 

Rousseau’s Social 
Contract 

The Social Contract 
Book I and Book II, 
Chapters I to VI. 
 

Preparation questions on 
NYU classes. 

Session 4 
15/09/2020 

Morality through reason 
Kant- Groundwork for the 
Metaphysics of Morals 
(first section) 

Preparation questions on 
NYU classes. 

Session 5 
17/09/2020 What is Enlightenment? 

Kant - What is 
Enlightenment? (First 
essay) 

Preparation questions on 
NYU classes. 

Session 6 
22/09/2020 

Liberalism Mill - On Liberty - 
Selection TBC 

Preparation questions on 
NYU classes. 

Session 7 
24/09/2020 Birth of Capitalism 

Smith - Theory Of Moral 
Sentiment- Selection on 
NYU classes 

Preparation questions on 
NYU classes. 

Session 8 
29/09/2020 Birth of Capitalism 

Smith - Wealth Of 
Nations- Selection on 
NYU Classes 

Preparation questions on 
NYU classes. 
Essay 2 topics NYU 
Classes 

Session 9 
01/10/2020 

Rethinking History 
Marx - German Ideology- 
Sections 1 to 4 

Preparation questions on 
NYU classes. 
Essay 1 submitted on 
turnitin 

Session 10 
06/10/2020 

Communist Manifesto Marx - Communist 
Manifesto 

Preparation questions on 
NYU classes 

Session 11 
08/10/2020 Darwinism  

Darwin - Descent of 
Man- Selection on NYU 
Classes 

Preparation questions on 
NYU classes 

Session 12 
13/10/2020 

Darwinism 
Darwin - Descent of 
Man- Selection on NYU 
Classes 

Preparation questions on 
NYU classes. 
 

Session 13 
15/10/2020 

Zoom only  
1-1 Meeting about 
participation and 
project 

Session 14 
20/10/2020 

Genealogy of Morality Nietzsche -Genealogy of 
Morality-Essay 1 

Preparation questions on 
NYU classes. 
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Session 15 
22/10/2020 

Genealogy of Morality Nietzsche -Genealogy of 
Morality-Essay 2 

Preparation questions on 
NYU classes. 

Session 16 
27/10/2020 

Imperialism Said, Orientalism-  
Selection TBC 

Preparation questions on 
NYU classes. 

Session 17 
29/10/2020 

 
Colonization 

Conrad, Heart of 
Darkness 
Surf the Museum of 
British colonialism and 
watch Operation Legacy 

Preparation questions on 
NYU classes. 
Essay 2 submitted on 
Turnitin 

Session 18 
03/11/2020 

 
Decolonization  

Gandhi: Quit India 
Speech 

Preparation questions on 
NYU classes. 

Session 19 
05/11/2020 

 
Out of Class  

To watch the movie 
‘Suffragettes’ and surf on 
the Parliament and 
London Museum 
websites (see above) 

Preparation questions on 
NYU classes. 

Session 20 
10/11/2020 

Feminism  
 

de Beauvoir- Second 
Sex ,Selection TBC 

Preparation questions on 
NYU classes. 

Session 21 
12/11/2020 

Feminism  
 

de Beauvoir- Second 
Sex , Selection  TBC 

Preparation questions on 
NYU classes. 

Session 22 
17/11/2020 

Feminism  Butler – Performative 
Acts and Gender 
Constitution on NYU 
Classes 

Preparation questions on 
NYU classes. 

Session 23 
19/11/2020 

Out of class Preparation of the 
presentation 

Project submitted on 
Turnitin 

Session 24 
24/11/2020 

Sustainable Capitalism See reading list on NYU 
classes 

Presentation 

Session 25 
01/12/2020 

Gender and Racial 
Identities 

See reading list on NYU 
classes 

Presentation 

Session 26 
03/12/2020 

Nations, States and 
Nationalism 

See reading list on NYU 
classes 

Presentation 

Session 27 
08/12/2020 

Revision class – Zoom 
only 

None – In class mock 
exam  

Last 1to1 meeting  



 
 

Course Policies 

Hygiene/Physical Distancing policies 
● Students will be assigned/choose a seat on the first day of class. For NYU COVID-19 

Safety protocols, please use the same seat for the duration of the semester. 

Attendance and Tardiness 
Studying at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive experience, 
in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in discussion-based 
seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active participation of all students. 
And since classes typically meet once or twice a week, even a single absence can cause a 
student to miss a significant portion of a course. To ensure the integrity of this academic 
experience, class attendance at the centers or online through NYU Classes if the course 
is remote synchronous/blended, is expected promptly when class begins. Unexcused 
absences will affect students' semester participation grade. Students are responsible for 
making up any work missed due to absence. Repeated absences in a course may result in 
failure.  
 
Key information on NYU London’s absence policy, how to report absences, and what kinds of 
absences can be excused can be found on our website 
(http://www.nyu.edu/london/academics/attendance-policy.html) 
 

Classroom Etiquette/Expectations 
Things to consider: 

● Please be mindful of your microphone and video display during synchronous class 
meetings. Ambient noise and some visual images may disrupt class time for you and 
your peers.  

● If you are not using your cell phone to follow the lesson, cell phones should be turned off 
or in silent mode during class time. 

● Make sure to let your classmates finish speaking before you do.  
● Please do not eat during class and minimize any other distracting noises (e.g. rustling of 

papers and leaving the classroom before the break, unless absolutely necessary) 
● If deemed necessary by the study away site (ie COVID related need), synchronous class 

sessions may be recorded and archived for other students to view. This will be 
announced at the beginning of class time. 
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Session 28 
10/12/2020 

Revision class   None – Correction of the 
mock exam. 

 

Final 
Assessment 
TBC 

Exam   

http://www.nyu.edu/london/academics/attendance-policy.html


 
 

● Students should be respectful and courteous at all times to all participants in class. 
Consider using the chat function or “raise hand” function in order to add your voice to 
class discussions especially if leaving the video on presents challenges. 

 
Final Exams  
 
Final exams must be taken at their designated times. Should there be a conflict between final 
exams, please bring it to the attention of the London Academics team 
(nyul.academics@nyu.edu) as soon as this is known to facilitate alternate arrangements. Final 
exams may not be taken early, and students should not plan to leave the site before the end of 
the finals period. 
 
Incomplete Grade Policy  
An “incomplete” is a temporary grade that indicates that the student has, for good reason, not 
completed all of the course work. This grade is not awarded automatically nor is it guaranteed; 
rather, the student must ask the instructor for a grade of “incomplete,” present documented 
evidence of illness, an emergency, or other compelling circumstances, and clarify the remaining 
course requirements with the instructor. 
 
In order for a grade of “incomplete” to be registered on the transcript, the student must fill out a 
form, in collaboration with the course instructor and the academic administration at the site; it 
should then be submitted to the site’s academic office. The submitted form must include a 
deadline by which the missing work will be completed. This deadline may not be later than the 
end of the following semester. 

Academic Honesty, Plagiarism and Late Work 

As the University's policy on "Academic Integrity for Students at NYU" states: "At NYU, a 
commitment to excellence, fairness, honesty, and respect within and outside the classroom 
is essential to maintaining the integrity of our community. By accepting membership in this 
community, students take responsibility for demonstrating these values in their own conduct 
and for recognizing and supporting these values in others." Students at Global Academic 
Centers must follow the University and school policies. 
 
The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images, or data as though 
they were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of 
plagiarism. 

You can find details on these topics and more on this section of our NYUL website 
(https://www.nyu.edu/london/academics/academic-policies.html) and on the Policies and 
Procedures section of the NYU website for students studying away at global sites 
(https://www.nyu.edu/academics/studying-abroad/upperclassmen-semester-academic-year-
study-away/academic-resources/policies-and-procedures.html).  

Inclusion, Diversity, Belonging and Equity 
NYU is committed to building a culture that respects and embraces diversity, inclusion, and 
equity, believing that these values – in all their facets – are, as President Andrew Hamilton has 
said, “...not only important to cherish for their own sake, but because they are also vital for 
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advancing knowledge, sparking innovation, and creating sustainable communities.” At NYU 
London, we are committed to creating a learning environment that:  

• fosters intellectual inquiry, research, and artistic practices that respectfully and rigorously take 
account of a wide range of opinions, perspectives, and experiences; and  

• promotes an inclusive community in which diversity is valued and every member feels they 
have a rightful place, is welcome and respected, and is supported in their endeavours.  

Moses Accommodations Statement 
Academic accommodations are available for students with documented and registered 
disabilities. Please contact the Moses Center for Student Accessibility (+1 212-998-4980 or 
mosescsd@nyu.edu) for further information. Students who are requesting academic 
accommodations are advised to reach out to the Moses Center as early as possible in the 
semester for assistance. Accommodations for this course are managed through the site 
sponsoring the class once you request it. 

 

Instructor Bio/About Your Instructor 

[Include information about instructor] 
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