
 

LAW-UH3500 L01,  
Property Law (Land Law) 

 

NYU London: Fall 2019 
 

Instructor Information 
● Dr Nathan Moore 
● B02, 4 Gower St., Tuesdays 4.30-5.30pm (other times by appointment) 

Course Information 
● Tuesdays 1-4pm 

○ Room G05 

Course Overview and Goals 
i. To introduce and illustrate the basic principles of property in law, within the context 

of a common law system but with reference to how property is construed in other 
legal regimes. 

ii. To recognize and explore why certain forms of property have been given a 
particular status in law, and why ‘property law’ has been shaped by a focus on 
‘real’ property (land).  

iii. To investigate and explore the ways in which land development, a market 
economy, architectural design and the development of law are co-existent. 

iv. To encourage students to actively engage with their surroundings in terms of 
thinking how the built landscape illustrates i-iii. 

v. To consider the extent to which it is useful to think of ‘property’ as both a field of 
principles and a series of legal techniques. 

vi. To develop and enhance student skills in engaging with legal material (statues, 
case reports and legal documents). 

vii. To lay a strong foundation for further studies in property and law. 

Upon Completion of this Course, students will be able to: 
● Understand the basic structure of land law and its historical development 
● Differentiate personal obligations from proprietary ones  
● Read the built environment as articulating key aspects of property law 

Course Requirements 

Grading of Assignments 
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The grade for this course will be determined according to these assessment components: 

 

Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component results in failure of the class 

Grades 
Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 
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Assignments/
Activities Description of Assignment 

% of 
Final 
Grade 

Due 

Response paper 500 word paper: Decide who owns ‘The 
Elgin Marbles’ and justify your decision.  20% Tuesday 

October 29 

Reflective paper 
500 word paper: Is the ‘doctrine of notice’ 
a fair method for imposing property 
obligations o third parties?  

20% Tuesday 
November 19  

Research paper 
1,500 word essay: What does the selected 
case illustrate in terms of property (in) law, 
and why is this significant? 

60% Tuesday 
December 10 

Letter 
Grade Percent Description 

A Example: 93.5% and higher 
Coherent analysis, confident and persuasive 
argument, accurate understanding of relevant 
law, very well written. 

B Example: 82.5% - 87.49% As above but analysis/argument/accuracy 
might not be perfect.  Still very well written. 

C Example: 72.5% - 77.49% 
As above, but with a solid and (overall) 
convincingly executed analysis, argument, with 
a very good understanding of the relevant law. 

D Example: 62.5% - 67.49 

As above, but probably with some 
unnecessary and irrelevant material; possibly a 
few inaccuracies or failure to include/develop 
relevant points 

F Example: 59.99% and lower 

None of the above: poorly written, and/or 
several inaccuracies, and/or unconvincing 
argument, and/or poor understanding, and/or 
weak analysis. 



 

Course Materials 

Required Textbooks & Materials 
● A materials pack will be available electronically. 

Optional Textbooks & Materials 
● Martin Dixon, Modern Land Law 11th edition, Routledge, 2018 

Resources 
● Access your course materials: NYU Classes (nyu.edu/its/classes) 
● Databases, journal articles, and more: Bobst Library (library.nyu.edu) 
● NYUL Library Collection: Senate House Library 

(catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk) 
● Assistance with strengthening your writing: NYU Writing Center 

(nyu.mywconline.com) 
● Obtain 24/7 technology assistance: IT Help Desk (nyu.edu/it/servicedesk) 

 

Course Schedule 
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Session/Date Topic Reading Assignment 
Due 

Session 1:  
October 1 

The Letter: Is 
there (sufficient) 
property for 
Lord Eldon to 
intervene? 

Gee v Pritchard (1818) 2 Swans 408 670  
 
 

 

Session 2:  
October 8 

Title to property, 
and the 
significance of 
‘land’ 

Attorney-General v Trustees of The British 
Museum (2005) EWHC 1089 (Ch) 
Law of Property Act 1925, s.205 (1) (ix), 
‘Legal Fiction’ by William Empson. 

 

Session 3: 
October 15 

Moving to 
‘registers’ of title 
to land 

Robert Home. ‘An `Irreversible Conquest'? 
Colonial and Postcolonial Land Law in 
Israel/Palestine’ Journal of Law and 
Society Vol 12, No 3, Sept. 2003 pp: 
291-310 
 
Alain Pottage. ‘The Measure of Land’ 
Modern Law Review Vol 57 No (3) 2011 
pp: 361 – 384 

 

Session 4: 
October 22 

Co-curricular 
trip: guided walk   

Response 
paper due 
October 29 

http://www.nyu.edu/its/classes
http://library.nyu.edu/
https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/search~S1/
https://nyu.mywconline.com/
http://www.nyu.edu/it/servicedesk


 

Co-Curricular Activities 
● Tuesday 22 October. Guided walk: from Bedford Square through the Bloomsbury 

estate and Brunswick Square, ending at the Kings Cross development. Leaving 
Bedford Square after a brief introduction at the usual time of class. Will finish (c. 
usual time) – at King’s Cross/St Pancras station. 
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Session 5: 
October 29 

Eldon, The 
British Museum 
and The 
Bedford Estate 

The Duke of Bedford v The Trustees of the 
British Museum 
2 MY. & K. 552. (p 1055). Can be 
accessed via Westlaw. 

 

Session 6: 
November 5 

Creating rights 
and interests 
in/as land 
(rather than 
contracts) 

re Ellenborough Park [1955] EWCA Civ 4. 
or 
[1956] 1 Ch 131  

 

Session 7: 
November 12 

The many roles 
of equity in 
developing 
property in land 

Scenario given in course pack (‘Donna’). 
Reflective 
paper – due 
November 19 

Session 8: 
November 19 

Co-curricular 
trip: guided walk 

Anne Bottomley and Nathan Moore ‘From 
Walls to Membranes: Fortress Polis and 
the Governance of Urban Public Space in 
21st Century Britain’ Law and Critique 
2007 18(2) pp 171-206 
 
 

 

Session 9: 
November 26 

The enclosure 
of ‘public’ space 
in the city 

Anne Bottomley ‘A Trip to the Mall: 
Revisiting the Public/Private Divide’ in eds 
Hilary Lim and Anne Bottomley Feminist 
Perspectives on Land Law. (London, 
Routledge: 2007) pp. 65-96 
 
Nathan Moore ‘Diagramming Control’ in 
Peg Rawes (ed.) Relational Architectural 
Ecologies (London, Routledge: 2013) 
 
 

 

Session 10: 
December 3 

Commons and 
Public Assets 

Anne Bottomley ‘Beneath the City: The 
Forest! Civic Commons as Practice and 
Critique’ in Birkbeck Law Review 2018 Vol 
5 No 1 

 

Final 
Assessment: 
December 10 

  
Research 
paper – due 
December 10 

https://kar.kent.ac.uk/738
https://kar.kent.ac.uk/738


 

● Tuesday 19 November. Guided walk: from Lincoln’s Inn Fields through the City to 
Paternoster Square. Meet (usual time) at café in Lincoln’s Inn Fields – walk from 
tube station at Holborn.  

NYUL Academic Policies 

Attendance and Tardiness 
● Key information on NYU London’s absence policy, how to report absences, and 

what kinds of absences can be excused can be found on our website 
(http://www.nyu.edu/london/academics/attendance-policy.html) 

Assignments, Plagiarism, and Late Work 
● You can find details on these topics and more on this section of our NYUL website  

(https://www.nyu.edu/london/academics/academic-policies.html) and on the 
Policies and Procedures section of the NYU website for students studying away at 
global sites 
(https://www.nyu.edu/academics/studying-abroad/upperclassmen-semester-acade
mic-year-study-away/academic-resources/policies-and-procedures.html).  

Classroom Conduct  
Academic communities exist to facilitate the process of acquiring and exchanging 
knowledge and understanding, to enhance the personal and intellectual development of 
its members, and to advance the interests of society. Essential to this mission is that all 
members of the University Community are safe and free to engage in a civil process of 
teaching and learning through their experiences both inside and outside the classroom. 
Accordingly, no student should engage in any form of behaviour that interferes with the 
academic or educational process, compromises the personal safety or well-being of 
another, or disrupts the administration of University programs or services.  Please refer to 
the NYU Student Conduct Policy for examples of disruptive behavior and guidelines for 
response and enforcement. 

Disability Disclosure Statement 
Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities. Please contact the 
Moses Center for Students with Disabilities (212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) for 
further information. Students who are requesting academic accommodations are advised 
to reach out to the Moses Center as early as possible in the semester for assistance. 

 

Instructor Bio 
Nathan Moore joined Birkbeck School of Law in 2004, where he is a Senior Lecturer in 
Law. His current research is on the concept of control. More specifically, he is interested 
in how control is exercised through techniques of surveillance and the construction of 
anti-social behaviour. Recently, this has resulted in a concern for the spatial dynamics of 
control, and Nathan has just completed a part time MA on Architectural History at UCL as 
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https://www.nyu.edu/london/academics/academic-policies.html
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a consequence. Nathan is currently working on a book with Anne Bottomley (Kent Law 
School) that addresses the conjunction of these themes.  
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