
NYU LONDON
Morality in Childhood

CAMS 9145
Instruction Mode: In-Person & Remote Synchronous

Greenwich Mean Time
(NYC + 5, except for +4 March 14-28 due to Daylight Savings Time)

Spring 2021
We know that you may be taking courses at multiple locations this semester. If you are enrolled 
in this course 100% remotely and are not a Go Local/Study Away student for this course site, 
please make sure that you’ve completed the online academic orientation via NYU Classes so 
you are aware of site specific support structure, policies and procedures. Please contact the
site academic staff (nyul.academics@nyu.edu) if you have trouble accessing the NYU
Classes site. 

If you are attending in person, you will be assigned a seat on the first day and are expected to 
use that seat for the entire semester due to NYU COVID-19 safety protocol. 

Instructor Information
TBA  

Course Information
● Monday, 10am- 12:45pm

○ Remote Synchronous: please go to course site on NYU Classes, and click on the
Zoom link each week.

■ Note or GoLocal London Students: this may change depending on UK
government regulations.

● No prerequisites are necessary
● London Academic Calendar: https://www.nyu.edu/london/calendar.html
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Course Overview and Goals 
How do children come to know right from wrong? Do we come into the world blank moral slates 
that must learn right and wrong, or are we born with an innate moral sense? What influences 
play a role in shaping our moral development? 

This course focuses on the science of morality, a burgeoning field that has emerged at the 
intersection of developmental, social, and evolutionary psychology, philosophy, and 
neuroscience, and now forms a core component of the scientific study of human nature. 

In Part 1 of the course, we first define morality and learn about how it is studied scientifically. 
We will talk about babies, beasts, and brains, and what research with each of these can tell us 
about morality, where it comes from, and how it develops during childhood. In doing so, we will 
draw on empirical research and theoretical perspectives from developmental, cognitive, social, 
and evolutionary psychology, neuroscience, and philosophy. 

In Part 2, we consider in more detail the role of parents, peers, school, and society in shaping 
moral development from infancy to adulthood. Here, we will apply the knowledge gained in Part 
1 to understand how today’s youth negotiate the challenges of the modern world, including 
bullying in school and on the internet, the influence of the media and popular culture, and hate 
and prejudice. 

Upon Completion of this Course, students will be able to: 
 Explore and evaluate theoretical perspectives on morality and its origins. 
 Compare and critically evaluate theories on the development of morality. 
 Evaluate the role of biological, social, and cultural influences on children’s moral 

development, including family, school, religion, peers, literature, and the media. 
 Explore and analyse issues of bullying and prejudice from the perspective of the science 

of morality and moral development. 

Course Requirements 

Class Participation 

You are expected to attend class in person or remote synchronously. Your active participation in 
class and attendance will be reflected in this part of the course requirements. Active 
participation is an indicator that you have prepared for class by reading the necessary materials, 
and that you are able to articulate your ideas to your colleagues each week. 
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Grading of Assignments 

The grade for this course will be determined according to these assessment components: 

Assignments/
Activities 

Description of Assignment 
% of 
Final 
Grade 

Due 

Participation 
The participation grade will be awarded for 
consistent attendance and participation in 
the discussion section. 

5% 
Assessed 
Weekly 

In-Class Discussion 
Assignments 

Each week we will expand on a topic in an 
in-class discussion section. The topic of this 
discussion is outlined in the “Schedule & 
Reading” supplemental syllabus, and may 
take the form of an in-class debate, analysis 
of a journal article, or an in-class 
demonstrations and analysis of a research 
method. You are required to come to class 
prepared to engage in discussion with your 
classmates about the assigned topics. In 
some cases, this will involve posting 
ideas/discussion questions in advance to an 
online discussion forum in NYU Classes. 

5% 

Assessed 
Weekly. 
Due at 
10am on 
date 

assigned. 

Reading Journal 

You are asked to keep a journal reflecting on 
the assigned readings. You should write 
approximately 250 words per class day. 
Each journal entry should integrate material 
from multiple readings. Possible content 
includes raising questions about particularly 
confusing aspects of the readings, remarking 
on applications to your life or the lives of 
others, noting contradictions or agreements 
between different readings, suggesting 
potential follow-up research, or critiquing 
methods or conclusions in the readings. Do 
not summarize. You will receive credit for 
complete, thoughtful entries that 
demonstrate engagement with the readings 
(including a substantial amount of analysis, 
synthesis, and evaluation). Journals will 
receive partial credit if they fail to meet these 
standards, or if they are incomplete.You are 
asked to write 10 entries over the course of 
the term. 

15% Due Weekly 

Fostering Morality: A 
Grant Proposal 

You will write a grant proposal for a “moral 
module” – a way to encourage moral 
decision-making and actions among either 
children (grade school) or teens (high 
school). 
The format of the moral module can take any 

Presentation 
s will be in 

Page 3 



Assignments/
Activities 

Description of Assignment 
% of 
Final 
Grade 

Due 

form you like (i.e., podcast, magazine 
column, short movie, debate, skit, game, 
class, book), and will be presented in class. 
You will also submit a written paper of your 
proposal, specifying a target issue, the 
intervention you designed, how the 
intervention will be tested/evaluated, and 
how this intervention will address the target 
issue. Further details are provided in the 
Resources section of NYU Classes. 

25% 
class on 
24/11 and 
the paper 

due on 1/12. 

Midterm 

You will complete a midterm test on the 
material covered to date in the textbook, 
lectures, and weekly discussion readings. 
This exam will be in multiple choice and 
short answer format. 

20% 20/10 

Final Exam 

You will complete a cumulative final exam on 
the material covered in the lectures and 
weekly discussion readings. The exam will 
be in multiple choice & short answer. 

30% 15/12 

Grades 
● Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 

Letter Grade Percent Description 

A-range Example: 90% and higher 

Excellent work showing thorough knowledge 
and understanding of the various 
philosophical, moral, ethical and 
psychological concepts, with excellent use of 
scientific language and clear logical 
explanations of their meaning. The student 
makes connections across different topic 
areas, is engaged in discussion, and 
provides evidence in written work of literacy, 
lucidity and critical thinking. 

B-range Example: 80% - 89.49% 

Good work with good general knowledge 
and understanding of the various concepts, 
accurate use of scientific language and 
ability to describe what they mean in a clear 
manner. Coursework should display ability to 
use primary reference material. The student 
sporadically participates in discussion, and 
written work is literate. 
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Letter Grade Percent Description 

C-range Example: 70% - 79.49% 

Satisfactory work, broadly correct both 
factually and analytically, with some 
explanation and reasoning: the work will 
typically demonstrate a basic understanding 
of the topic. 

D-range Example: 63.5% - 69.49% 

Passable work, showing a general, 
superficial knowledge and understanding of 
the topic, but lacking satisfactory use of 
scientific language or adequate analysis or 
reasoned explanations. 

F Example: 63.49% and lower Unsatisfactory work in assessed criteria. 

Course Materials 

Required Textbooks & Materials 

● Weekly readings can be found on NYU Classes, under Resources 

Optional Textbooks & Materials 

● Optional weekly readings can be found on NYU Classes, under Resources 

Resources 

● Access your course materials: NYU Classes (nyu.edu/its/classes) 
● Databases, journal articles, and more: Bobst Library (library.nyu.edu) 
● Assistance with strengthening your writing: NYU Writing Center 

(nyu.mywconline.com) 
● Obtain 24/7 technology assistance: IT Help Desk (nyu.edu/it/servicedesk) 
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Course Schedule 
Reminder: Links to join class Zoom meetings will all be available in NYU Classes. 

Topics and Assignments 

Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

Session 1: 
01/02/21 

Introduction to the study 
of Morality and Moral 
Development 

For a complete reading 
list and description of the 
material covered each 
week, please see the 
supplementary 
document, “Morality in 
Childhood Schedule & 
Readings”. 

Session 2: 
08/02/21 

The Rationalist 
Perspective 

15/02/21 No class due to President’s Day Holiday in USA 

Session 3: 
18/02/21 
*Thursday 

The Nativist Perspective 

Session 4: 
22/02/21 

The Evolutionary 
Perspective 

Session 5: 
01/03/22 

The Moral Intuition and 
Culture 

Session 6: 
08/03/21 

The Neuroscience of 
Morality 

Midterm Reading Journal 
Due 

Session 7: 
15/03/21 

Midterm 

Session 8: 
19/03/21 
*Friday 

Moral Emotions & 
Abnormal Morality 

Session 9: 
22/03/21 

Growing up Moral: The 
Role of Parents 

Session 10: 
29/03/21 

Growing up Moral: The 
Role of Peers 
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05/04/21 No Class due to Easter Holiday in UK 

Session 11: 
12/04/21 

Growing up Moral: Moral 
Education 

Session 12: 
19/04/21 

Growing up Moral: Media 
Influences 

Final Reading Journal 
Due 

Session 13: 
26/04/21 

Growing up Moral: Social 
Groups 

Moral Module 
Presentations 

03/05/21 No class de to Early May Bank Holiday in the UK 

Session 14: 
10/05/21 

Final Exam 

Session 15 
17/05/21 

Moral Module Paper Due 

Course Policies 

Hygiene/Physical Distancing policies 
● Students will be assigned/choose a seat on the first day of class. For NYU COVID-19 

Safety protocols, please use the same seat for the duration of the semester. 

Attendance and Tardiness 

Studying at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive experience, 
in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in discussion-based 
seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active participation of all students. 
And since classes typically meet once or twice a week, even a single absence can cause a 
student to miss a significant portion of a course. To ensure the integrity of this academic 
experience, class attendance at the centers or online through NYU Classes if the course
is remote synchronous/blended, is expected promptly when class begins. Unexcused 
absences will affect students' semester participation grade. Students are responsible for 
making up any work missed due to absence. Repeated absences in a course may result in 
failure. 

Key information on NYU London’s absence policy, how to report absences, and what kinds of 
absences can be excused can be found on our website 
(http://www.nyu.edu/london/academics/attendance-policy.html) 
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Classroom Etiquette/Expectations 
Things to consider: 

● Please be mindful of your microphone and video display during synchronous class 
meetings. Ambient noise and some visual images may disrupt class time for you and 
your peers. Please ensure that your appearance and environment are appropriate for a 
workplace setting when attending class remotely. 

● If you are not using your cell phone to follow the lesson, cell phones should be turned off 
or in silent mode during class time. 

● Make sure to let your classmates finish speaking before you do. 
● Please do not eat during class and minimize any other distracting noises (e.g. rustling of 

papers and leaving the classroom before the break, unless absolutely necessary) 
● If deemed necessary by the study away site (ie COVID related need), synchronous class 

sessions may be recorded and archived for other students to view. This will be 
announced at the beginning of class time. 

● Students should be respectful and courteous at all times to all participants in class. 
Consider using the chat function or “raise hand” function in order to add your voice to 
class discussions especially if leaving the video on presents challenges. 

Final Exams 

Final exams must be taken at their designated times. Should there be a conflict between final 
exams, please bring it to the attention of the London Academics team 
(nyul.academics@nyu.edu) as soon as this is known to facilitate alternate arrangements. Final 
exams may not be taken early, and students should not plan to leave the site before the end of 
the finals period. 

Incomplete Grade Policy 
An “incomplete” is a temporary grade that indicates that the student has, for good reason, not 
completed all of the course work. This grade is not awarded automatically nor is it guaranteed; 
rather, the student must ask the instructor for a grade of “incomplete,” present documented 
evidence of illness, an emergency, or other compelling circumstances, and clarify the remaining 
course requirements with the instructor. 

In order for a grade of “incomplete” to be registered on the transcript, the student must fill out a 
form, in collaboration with the course instructor and the academic administration at the site; it 
should then be submitted to the site’s academic office. The submitted form must include a 
deadline by which the missing work will be completed. This deadline may not be later than the 
end of the following semester. 

Academic Honesty, Plagiarism and Late Work 

As the University's policy on "Academic Integrity for Students at NYU" states: "At NYU, a 
commitment to excellence, fairness, honesty, and respect within and outside the classroom 
is essential to maintaining the integrity of our community. By accepting membership in this 
community, students take responsibility for demonstrating these values in their own conduct 
and for recognizing and supporting these values in others." Students at Global Academic 
Centers must follow the University and school policies. 
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The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images, or data as though 
they were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of plagiarism. 

You can find details on these topics and more on this section of our NYUL website 
(https://www.nyu.edu/london/academics/academic-policies.html) and on the Policies and 
Procedures section of the NYU website for students studying away at global sites 
(https://www.nyu.edu/academics/studying-abroad/upperclassmen-semester-academic-year-
study-away/academic-resources/policies-and-procedures.html). 

Inclusion, Diversity, Belonging and Equity 

NYU is committed to building a culture that respects and embraces diversity, inclusion, and 
equity, believing that these values – in all their facets – are, as President Andrew Hamilton has 
said, “...not only important to cherish for their own sake, but because they are also vital for 
advancing knowledge, sparking innovation, and creating sustainable communities.” At NYU 
London, we are committed to creating a learning environment that: 

• fosters intellectual inquiry, research, and artistic practices that respectfully and rigorously take 
account of a wide range of opinions, perspectives, and experiences; and 

• promotes an inclusive community in which diversity is valued and every member feels they 
have a rightful place, is welcome and respected, and is supported in their endeavours. 

Moses Accommodations Statement 
Academic accommodations are available for students with documented and registered 
disabilities. Please contact the Moses Center for Student Accessibility (+1 212-998-4980 or 
mosescsd@nyu.edu) for further information. Students who are requesting academic 
accommodations are advised to reach out to the Moses Center as early as possible in the 
semester for assistance. Accommodations for this course are managed through the site 
sponsoring the class once you request it. 

Instructor Bio 

Dr. Stephanie Echols is a Senior Lecturer in Psychology at Queen Mary, University of London. 
She earned her doctorate degree from the University of Chicago in 2012 with a specialty in 
Social Cognitive Neuroscience. Her research uses a combination of neuroimaging (i.e., fMRI, 
EEG) and behavioral measures to explore how pain perception, empathy and helping behavior 
is different for in- and out-group members. She has previously taught Psychology at the 
University of Chicago and the University College of London and was awarded the Starkey 
Duncan Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching for her work at the University of 
Chicago. She loves teaching and is thrilled to share her passion for Psychology at the New York 
University in London. 
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