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PHIL-UA9040L01  
ETHICS 

 

NYU London 
 

Instructor Information 

Professor Anthony Price 
Private consultation by arrangement 

Course Information 

Mondays, 1-4 p.m. 
G05 

Course Overview and Goals 

Introduces students to the fundamental theoretical questions of moral philosophy, with attention to both classic and 
contemporary readings. We will address questions such as: What is the nature of values?  Is there such a thing as ethical 
knowledge?  Why should we act morally?  How do we decide what morality demands of us in a situation?   Note that 
this is not a course is what is sometimes called ‘applied ethics’. 
 

Upon Completion of this Course, students will be able to: 

Achieve a better understanding of the nature of the right and the good, ethical character and moral decisions,  
and the methods of philosophy in acquiring this understanding. 

Achieve a greater ability to listen and follow, and a readiness to participate. 
Achieve a greater facility in writing an argued essay on a really difficult topic. 

 
Course Requirements 
The course is assessed by a mid-term test, a shorter essay, and a longer essay (see below). You must not write the test 
and your 1st essay on the same topic, nor your 1st essay and your 2nd essay on the same topic; you may, if you wish, 
write the test and your 3rd essays on the same topic. A list of questions (or passages to comment on) will be circulated; 
you may propose your own, but must do so to me, and in advance. Essays for assessment must be submitted through 
Turnitin, and should be formatted in Word, not pdf. A draft of the 2nd essay (optional) should be sent to me as an 
attachment. Each student will get a grade no lower than that determined by these inputs and in the proportions given 
below; but in some cases a higher grade may be awarded to take into account such factors as improvement, contribution 
to class, and the like.  Grades are lowered 2% by the administration in the case of each unexcused absence.  (I have no 
control over that; however, I am free to grant individual extensions where a good reason is given in advance.) Failure to 
submit or fulfil any required course component results in failure of the class. 

Grading of Assignments 

The grade for this course will be determined according to these assessment components: 
 

Assignments/Activities Description of Assignment % of Final 
Grade Due 

Midterm test An essay written in one hour under exam conditions 10%  
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Assignments/Activities Description of Assignment % of Final 
Grade Due 

1st essay Max. 1,500 words (+/- 10%, excluding 
bibliography) 35%  

2nd essay Max 2,000 words (+/- 10%, excluding 
bibliography) 55%  

 

Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component results in failure of the class 

Grades 

Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 

Letter Grade Percent Description 

A Example: 93.5% and higher Mastery of the issues and literature, and an ability to 
make some original contribution  

B Example: 82.5% - 87.49% Good grasp of issues and literature, but little or no 
attempt at own contribution 

C Example: 72.5% - 77.49% Some but uncertain grasp of the issues 

D Example: 62.5% - 67.49 Failure to grasp issues but some attempt made 

F Example: 59.99% and lower Not even trying 

Course Materials 

Required Textbooks & Materials 

Ethical Theory: An Anthology, ed. Russ Shafer-Landau (2nd edn, Wiley-Blackwell, 2012) 
ISBN 978-0-470-6760-3 – referred to below as RSL. 

Optional Textbooks & Materials 

David Wiggins, Ethics (Penguin, 2006), ISBN 0-140-25288-6 (or alternatively as published in the U.S. by Harvard, in 
hardback or paperback) – referred to below as Wiggins. 
 
Otherwise, use further texts in RSL – prescribed are only 16 out of 82 selections. 

Other optional reading is accessible electronically (either open source, or via London or New York university libraries), 
or will be made available. 
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (SEP) (http://plato.stanford.edu); consult index for whatever author or topic 
interests you. (Be very careful of less reliable sources, such as Wikipedia – though that is fine for background 
information.) 
 
On how to read a philosophy article, see http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/guidelines/reading.html 
On writing a philosophy essay, see http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/guidelines/writing.html  
On philosophical terms and methods, see http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/vocab/index.html 

 

 

http://plato.stanford.edu/
http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/guidelines/reading.html
http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/guidelines/writing.html
http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/vocab/index.html
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Resources 

● Access your course materials: NYU Classes (nyu.edu/its/classes) – but I shall be uploading very little 
● Databases, journal articles, and more: Bobst Library (library.nyu.edu) 
● NYUL Library Collection: Senate House Library (catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk) 
● Assistance with strengthening your writing: NYU Writing Center (nyu.mywconline.com) 
● Obtain 24/7 technology assistance: IT Help Desk (nyu.edu/it/servicedesk) 

 

Course Schedule 

Session/Date Topic Reading Assignment 
Due 

Session 1:  Introductory None  

Session 2: Reason and 
Motivation 

RSL ch. 1: Hume 
Optional: Wiggins, chs 2-3  

Session 3: Harman against 
Objectivism 

RSL ch. 4 
Optional: Wiggins, ch. 12 (difficult)  

Session 4: Why be moral? RSL chs 15-16: Plato, Foot  

Session 5:  Psychological 
Egoism RSL ch. 19: Feinberg 

Midterm Test 
(one hour in 
class) 

Session 6: Pleasure, 
Desire, Value RSL chs 30, 33: Nozick, Kraut  

Session 7: 
Being 
Responsible for 
one’s Actions 

RSL ch 37: Galen Strawson 
Optional: M. McKenna & D.J. Coates, ‘Compatibilism’,  
SEP, §1 (with its sub-sections) 

 

Session 8: 
Holding People 
Responsible for 
their Actions 

RSL ch. 41: Peter Strawson 
Optional: Gary Watson, ‘Responsibility and the Limits  
of Evil: Variations on a Strawsonian Theme’, in his  
Agency and Answerability: Selected Essays (OUP 2004),  
219-59 (electronically accessible via Oxford Scholarship Online); 
Andrew Eshleman, ‘Moral Responsibility’,  
SEP, § 2 (with its sub-sections) 

 

Session 9: Aristotelian 
Naturalism 

 
Aristotelian Naturalism 
RSL ch. 66: Aristotle 
Optional: Micah Lott, ‘Have Elephant Seals Refuted  
Aristotle? Nature, Function, and Moral Goodness’,  
Journal of Moral Philosophy 9 (2012), 353-75  
(electronically accessible via NYU electronic library) 

 

Session 10:  Utilitarianism 

 
RSL chs 29, 48: Mill 
Optional: Philippa Foot, ‘Utilitarianism and the Virtues’,  
Mind 94 (1985), 196-209 (electronically accessible  
via NYU electronic library); reprinted in her  
Moral Dilemmas (OUP 2002), & S. Scheffler (ed.), Consequentialism 
and Its Critics (OUP 1988) 
 

 

Session 11: The Categorical 
Imperative 

RSL ch. 55: Kant 
Optional: RSL ch 56, Korsgaard; Wiggins, chs 4-5 
 

Submission of 
1st essay, by 
11 p.m, 

http://www.nyu.edu/its/classes
http://library.nyu.edu/
https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/search%7ES1/
https://nyu.mywconline.com/
http://www.nyu.edu/it/servicedesk
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Session/Date Topic Reading Assignment 
Due 

Sunday, 
November 11 

Session 12:  Problems in 
Deontology 

Optional: Michael Otsuka, ‘Double-Effect, Triple-Effect,  
and the Trolley Problem’, Utilitas, 20 (2008), 92 -110 (electronically 
accessible via NYU electronic library); S. Matthew Liao et al., ‘Putting 
the Trolley in Order:  
Experimental Philosophy and the Loop Case’, accessible at 
http://www.smatthewliao.com/wp-
content/uploads/2011/06/Putting_the_Trolley_in_Order.pdf 
 

 

Session 13: Particularism 

 
RSL chs 80 & 8 
2: Dancy, Dworkin 
Optional: RSL ch. 81, Little 
 

 

Session 14: Retrospect  

Submission of 
draft of 2nd 
essay 
(optional) by 
midnight, 
 

Final Assessment: Exam Week NO EXAM 

Submission of 
2nd essay for 
assessment by 
11 p.m. 

Co-Curricular Activities 

None are prescribed. However, London is rich in philosophical occasions within easy reach; students will be given 
information, or advised where to find it on the internet. 

Classroom Etiquette 

Food and drink should only be consumed in class with caution (be careful to leave no traces). 
Mobile phones should be set on silent and should not be used in class except for emergencies.  
Laptops should not be used during the class except for the taking of notes, and the accessing (where this is an option) of 
prescribed or recommended reading. 
Please dispose of rubbish in the bins provided. 

NYUL Academic Policies 

Attendance and Tardiness 

Key information on NYU London’s absence policy, how to report absences, and what kinds of absences can be excused 
can be found on our website (http://www.nyu.edu/london/academics/attendance-policy.html) 

Assignments, Plagiarism, and Late Work 

You can find details on these topics and more on this section of our NYUL website  

(https://www.nyu.edu/london/academics/academic-policies.html) and on the Policies and Procedures section of the 
NYU website for students studying away at global sites (https://www.nyu.edu/academics/studying-
abroad/upperclassmen-semester-academic-year-study-away/academic-resources/policies-and-procedures.html).  

http://www.smatthewliao.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Putting_the_Trolley_in_Order.pdf
http://www.smatthewliao.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Putting_the_Trolley_in_Order.pdf
http://www.nyu.edu/london/academics/attendance-policy.html
https://www.nyu.edu/london/academics/academic-policies.html
https://www.nyu.edu/academics/studying-abroad/upperclassmen-semester-academic-year-study-away/academic-resources/policies-and-procedures.html
https://www.nyu.edu/academics/studying-abroad/upperclassmen-semester-academic-year-study-away/academic-resources/policies-and-procedures.html
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Classroom Conduct  

Academic communities exist to facilitate the process of acquiring and exchanging knowledge and understanding, to 
enhance the personal and intellectual development of its members, and to advance the interests of society. Essential to 
this mission is that all members of the University Community are safe and free to engage in a civil process of teaching 
and learning through their experiences both inside and outside the classroom. Accordingly, no student should engage in 
any form of behaviour that interferes with the academic or educational process, compromises the personal safety or 
well-being of another, or disrupts the administration of University programs or services.  Please refer to the NYU 
Disruptive Student Behavior Policy for examples of disruptive behavior and guidelines for response and enforcement. 

Disability Disclosure Statement 

Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities. Please contact the Moses Center for Students 
with Disabilities (212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) for further information. Students who are requesting academic 
accommodations are advised to reach out to the Moses Center as early as possible in the semester for assistance. 

 
Instructor Bio 
Anthony Price is Emeritus Professor of Philosophy, Birkbeck, University of London.  He has published four books, and 
many papers and reviews, mostly on Greek ethics and moral psychology, but also within contemporary ethics. See his 
Birkbeck webpage http://www.bbk.ac.uk/philosophy/our-staff/visiting-professors/professor-anthony-price  
 

https://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/bullying--threatening--and-other-disruptive-behavior-guidelines.html
https://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/bullying--threatening--and-other-disruptive-behavior-guidelines.html
mailto:mosescsd@nyu.edu
http://www.bbk.ac.uk/philosophy/our-staff/visiting-professors/professor-anthony-price
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