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MCC-UE 9400 L01,  
Global Media Seminar: Britain & Europe 
 

NYU London: Autumn 2019 
 

Instructor Information 
● Dr Omega Douglas 
● Instructor office hours & office location - To be announced in class  
● Omega.Douglas@nyu.edu 

Course Information 
● Wednesdays 9am – 12pm 

          
● Classroom number: 102 

Course Overview and Goals 
This course will explore, through a series of lectures, seminar presentations and 
discussions, how the process of globalization is transforming media, with a particular 
emphasis on British/European journalism and news media. It will consider the impact of 
new technologies, such as the Internet, and diasporic and transnational communities, as 
well as the role of international institutions, such as NGOs, on global communications. Part 
of our task is to ask how these networks and organisations are challenging, re-imagining 
and re-shaping social, cultural and geographic boundaries via mediated discourse. 
Emphasizing the transnational context of British/European media and culture, the course 
will take an interdisciplinary approach to global media and cultural production from a wide 
range of theoretical frameworks relevant to the contemporary condition - from political 
economy and cultural analysis to theories of representation, identity, journalism, cultural 
production, critical race and postcolonial studies. 
  

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 
*provide an overview of the phenomenon of globalization.  
*explore the complex nature of the globalization process, and consider the role of 
British/European media and communications within it. 
*discuss the changing nature of global communications and the critical role played by 
international organisations, such as NGOs. 
* engage in critical analysis of theoretical debates surrounding globalization, journalism 
and about national, diasporic and transnational identities and their expression via 
mediated discourse.  
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Course Requirements 

Grading of Assignments 
The grade for this course will be determined according to these assessment components: 

Assignments/
Activities Description of Assignment 

% of 
Final 
Grade 

Due 

Class attendance 
and participation 

Active participation is the cornerstone of 
this course. Students are required to come 
prepared to classes, having read all the 
required readings and ready to discuss 
them. 

10% Throughout the 
term 

15-minute 
individual 

presentations 

Giving a presentation on a chosen 
theme/issue relevant to the course. The 
presentation should articulate clear 
understanding of the desired topic/theory 
and offer applicable examples. 

20% Throughout the 
term 

Mid-term 
assignment 

This assignment is related to the final 
paper. Students are required to submit a 
synopsis (one A4 page max.) that outlines 
their ideas and approach for the final 
paper. Students also need to submit an 
annotated bibliography of their main (3-5) 
sources, which should offer a summary of 
the source and a reflection on its 
usefulness to their research for the final 
paper. At least two sources should be from 
the supplied reading list. Students can 
include additional sources that aren’t on 
the reading list, as long as they are 
relevant to the course.    

20% 
Mid-term paper 

due October 
16th 

Final paper 

Students will be able to select an essay 
question, or formulate their own in 
consultation with their lecturer, to show a 
focused and well-researched piece of work 
which demonstrates a good understanding 
of the course and relevant theory studied. 
The essay should demonstrate 
sophisticated analysis, an argument 
supported by evidence, and not a 
description. Detailed research is expected. 

50% 
(3000 
words, 
including 
any 
footnotes
Excludes 
bibliogra
phy) 

Final paper 
due on  
December 11th   
2019 

 

Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component results in failure of the class 

Grades 
Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 
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Letter 
Grade Percent Description 

A Example: 93.5% and higher 

To gain an A grade, you will demonstrate a 
sophisticated understanding of the topic and 
critical engagement with the relevant literature. 
Intellectual coherence and originality of 
argument in your work will be appraised 

B Example: 82.5% - 87.49% 

You will be awarded a B if you have produced 
a focused and well-researched piece of work 
which demonstrates a good understanding of 
the topic. Construction of a clear piece of 
analysis with the use of relevant examples and 
engagement with the theoretical issues will 
make you eligible for a B grade. 

C Example: 72.5% - 77.49% 

You will be awarded a C if you demonstrate 
that you have gone beyond lecture notes and 
used some relevant examples and academic 
sources to produce a clear argument that 
shows an understanding of the key aspects of 
the topic 

D Example: 62.5% - 67.49 

You will be awarded a D if you have 
demonstrated some knowledge of the topic 
and you will have based your essay largely on 
lecture notes, failing to develop an original 
answer to the question. 

F Example: 59.99% and lower F indicates failure 

Course Materials 

Required Textbooks & Materials 
There is no set text for this course. However, you may find the following books helpful for 
handling some of the key themes and issues we will discuss: 
 

● Allan, S. (1999) News Culture, Buckingham: Open University Press. 
● Fenton, N. (ed.) (2010) New Media, Old News: Journalism and Democracy in the 

digital age. London: Sage. 
● Hall, S. et al (eds.) (2013) Representation: Second Edition. Los Angeles: Milton 

Keynes, UK: Sage; The Open University. 
● Lechner, F. and Boli, J. (Eds.) (2015) The Globalization Reader, fifth edition, Wiley 

Blackwell. (The Introduction and the section on Globalization and Media). 
● Phillips, A. (2015) Journalism in Context: Practice and Theory for the Digital Age. 

London; New York: Routledge. 
 

Optional Textbooks & Materials 
● Please see the class web page 
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Resources 
● Access your course materials: NYU Classes (nyu.edu/its/classes) 
● Databases, journal articles, and more: Bobst Library (library.nyu.edu) 
● NYUL Library Collection: Senate House Library 

(catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk) 
● Assistance with strengthening your writing: NYU Writing Center 

(nyu.mywconline.com) 
● Obtain 24/7 technology assistance: IT Help Desk (nyu.edu/it/servicedesk) 

 

 

Course Schedule 

Session/Date Topic Reading Assignment 
Due 

Session 1: 
September 4th 
 

Introduction to 
key theories and 
contemporary 
issues in 
globalization. 
What is new about 
globalization? 
History & 
definitions.  
 

Required reading: Held, D. and 
McGrew, A. (eds.) (2003) ‘The Great 
Globalization Debate: An 
Introduction’ in Global 
Transformations Reader - An 
Introduction to the Globalization 
Debate, Polity, second edition 
 
Additional reading: Scholte, J. A. 
‘What is ‘Global’ about Globalization’ 
in Held, D. and McGrew, A. (eds.) 
(2003) Global Transformations 
Reader - An Introduction to the 
Globalization Debate, Polity, second 
edition. 

*Mid-term 
paper due 
October 16th  
 
 

Session 2: 
September 11th 
 

Contextualising 
British/European 
media within  
global 
communication. 
What is the role of 
media and 
communications in 
globalization and 
where does 
British/European 
media fit within the 
global media 
landscape? 

Required reading: Curran, J. ‘New 
Media in Britain’ in Curran, J. and 
Seaton, J. (eds.) (2010)   Power 
without Responsibility, Routledge, 
seventh edition. 

Mertens, S. et al. (2019) ‘Diversity in 
Western Countries: Journalism 
Culture, Migration Integration Policy 
and Public Opinion’, Media and 
Communication, 7(1), pp. 66–76. doi: 
10.17645/mac.v7i1.1632. 

 
Additional reading: Seaton, J. 
‘Global Understanding’ in Curran, J. 
and Seaton, J. (eds.) (2010)   Power 
without Responsibility, Routledge, 
seventh edition 
 

*Mid-term 
paper due 
October 16th  
 
*15-minute 
individual 
presentations 

http://www.nyu.edu/its/classes
http://library.nyu.edu/
https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/search%7ES1/
https://nyu.mywconline.com/
http://www.nyu.edu/it/servicedesk
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Session/Date Topic Reading Assignment 
Due 

Rusbridger, A. (2018) Breaking 
News: The Remaking of Journalism 
and Why it Matters Now. Canongate 
 

Session 3: 
September 18th  

A global public 
sphere? Who has 
mass media access 
and who gets 
heard, not just 
globally, but within 
highly 
technologically 
developed regions 
like Britain/Europe? 
What would a truly 
global journalism 
look like? Could 
that contribute to 
the creation, or 
enhancement, of a 
global public 
sphere? 

Required reading: Lunt, P. & 
Livingstone, S. (2013) ‘Media studies’ 
fascination with the concept of the 
public sphere: critical reflections and 
emerging debates’, in Media, Culture 
and Society, 35 (1). pp. 8796. Sage.  
 
Additional reading: Sparks, C. ‘Is 
there a global public sphere?’ (1998) 
in Thussu, D. ed,. Electronic 
Empires. London: Arnold. 
 
Habermas, J. (1989) The Structural 
Transformation of the Public Sphere: 
An Inquiry into a Category of 
Bourgeois Society. Cambridge, 
Mass: MIT Press. 
 

*Mid-term 
paper due 
October 16th  
 
*15-minute 
individual 
presentations 

Session 4: 
September 25th  

Global media and 
the politics of 
representation. 
Who is represented 
and what 
theoretical tools can 
we use to analyse 
how people and 
places are 
represented and 
why representation 
matters?  

Required reading: Hall, S. ‘The 
work of representation’ in Hall, S. et 
al (eds.) (2013) Representation: 
Second Edition. Los Angeles: Milton 
Keynes, UK: Sage; The Open 
University. 
 

*Mid-term 
paper due 
October 16th  
 
*15-minute 
individual 
presentations 

Session 5: 
October 2nd  

Britain/Europe 
covering the 
world. International 
news, media-NGO 
relations, journalist-
source relations, 
and who sets the 
global news 
agenda. 

Required reading: Sambrook, R. 
(2010) ‘Are Foreign Correspondents 
Redundant? The Changing Face of 
International News’, RISJ 
Challenges, Oxford. 
 
Additional reading: Fenton, N. 
(2010) ‘NGOs, New Media and the 
Mainstream News: News from 
Everywhere’, in Fenton, N. (ed.), 
New Media, Old News: Journalism 
and Democracy in the digital age. 
London: Sage. 
 

*Mid-term 
paper due 
October 16th  
 
*15-minute 
individual 
presentations 

Session 6: 
October 9th  

The organisational 
and production 
contexts of 
producing news. 

Required reading: Fenton, N. and 
Freedman, D. (2017). ‘Fake 
Democracy, Bad News’, in Panitch, 
L. and  Albo, G. (eds.) Socialist 

*Mid-term 
paper due 
October 16th  
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Session/Date Topic Reading Assignment 
Due 

The political-
economic context of 
global 
communication 
within 
Britain/Europe. Do 
market rationalities 
take precedence 
over ethical 
rationalities in 
media spaces? 

Register 2018. 54 London: Merlin, 
pp. 130-149 
 
Additional reading: Khiabany, G. & 
Williamson, M. (2015) ‘Free speech 
and the market state: Race, media 
and democracy in new liberal times’, 
in European Journal of 
Communication. Vol. 30(5) 571-586. 
Sage. 
 

*15-minute 
individual 
presentations 

Session 7: 
October 16th  

Field theory and 
journalism 
studies. Mapping 
connections 
between cultural 
and economic 
capital and agency 
in British media 
spaces. How does 
power work in 
global newsrooms? 
How does 
race/ethnicity, 
sex/gender, 
class/status impact 
on agency and 
storytelling in these 
embodied worlds? 

Required reading: Benson, R. & 
Neveu, E. ‘Introduction: Field theory 
as  a work in progress’, in  Benson, R 
& Neveu, E (eds.) (2005) Bourdieu 
and the Journalistic Field. 
Cambridge; Malden, MA: Polity 
Press. 
 
Bourdieu, P. ‘The political field, the 
social science field, and the 
journalistic field’, in  Benson, R & 
Neveu, E (eds.) (2005) Bourdieu and 
the Journalistic Field. Cambridge; 
Malden, MA: Polity Press. 
 

*Mid-term 
paper due 
October 16th  
 
*15-minute 
individual 
presentations 

Session 8: 
October 23rd 
 

British global 
media 
organisations: how 
do they work in 
practice?  

Class trip to the Financial Times 
newsroom, London 

*Final paper 
due on  
December 11th   
2019 
 
 

Session 9: 
October 30th  

Contra-flow in 
global media 
South-North media 
flows. Does the 
growth of southern 
media systems 
challenge European 
media market logic? 

Required reading: Thussu, D.K. 
“Mapping global media flow and 
contra-flow”, in Thussu, D.K. (Ed.) 
(2007) Media on the Move. 
Routledge 
 
Additional reading: Sreberny, A. 
‘The Global and the local in mass 
communication’, in Curran and 
Gurevitch, Mass Media and Society , 
3rd edition, Arnold, 2000 
 

*Final paper 
due on  
December 11th   
2019 
 
*15-minute 
individual 
presentations 

Session 10: 
November 6th  

Global 
communities and 
the Internet. The 
global digital divide. 
How the internet is 

Required reading: Fenton, N. (2016) 
Left out? Digital media, radical 
politics and social change, 
Information, Communication & 
Society, 19:3, 346-361 

*Final paper 
due on  
December 11th   
2019 
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Session/Date Topic Reading Assignment 
Due 

used as a tool by 
new social 
movements, NGOs 
and global 
networks. What 
does social media 
actually deliver, and 
for whom? 

 
Noam,E. “Overcoming the three 
digital divides” in Thussu, D.K. (Ed.) 
(2010) International Communication 
– A Reader. Routledge 
 
Phillips, A. and Elvestad, E. (2018) 
‘Introduction’, in Phillips, A. and 
Elvestad, E. (2018)Misunderstanding 
News Audiences: Seven Myths of the 
Social Media Era. Routledge. 
 
 
Additional reading: Shaw, M. 
Western wars and peace activism: 
social movements in global mass-
mediated politics’, in de Jong, W. 
Stammers, N and Shaw, M. Global 
Activism, Global Media, Pluto Press, 
2004  
 
Sreberny, A. , Feminist 
Internationalism:  Imagining and 
building Global Civil Society’, in 
Thussu, D. op.cit, 1998  
 
Phillips, A. ‘Seven myths of the social 
media age’ in The Conversation. 
March 9, 2018 
(https://theconversation.com/seven-
myths-of-the-social-media-age-
92871) 
 

*15-minute 
individual 
presentations 

Session 11: 
November 13th  

Globalization as 
Westernization, 
towards a global 
culture? What is 
the relationship 
between the ‘local’ 
and the ‘global’ and 
how is it 
conceptualised? 
Does ‘global’ & 
‘local’ have any 
fixed meaning? 
How is 
contemporary 
British media 
maintaining or 
challenging the old 
idea of the nation 

Required reading:  Curran, J. and 
M. Park.  ‘Beyond globalisation 
theory’, in Curran, J. and M. Park  
(eds.) (2000) De-Westernizing Media 
Studies, Routledge. 
 
Ang, I. ‘Global media/local meaning’, 
in Living Room Wars, Routledge, 
1996 
 
Additional reading: Appadurai, A. 
Disjuncture and Difference in the 
Global Cultural Economy, in 
Theory Culture Society 1990; 7; 295  
 

*Final paper 
due on  
December 11th   
2019 
 
*15-minute 
individual 
presentations 

https://theconversation.com/seven-myths-of-the-social-media-age-92871
https://theconversation.com/seven-myths-of-the-social-media-age-92871
https://theconversation.com/seven-myths-of-the-social-media-age-92871
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Session/Date Topic Reading Assignment 
Due 

as a container of 
cultural identity?  
 

Session 12: 
November 20th  

Towards a 
transnational 
culture? Diaspora, 
hybridity and 
cultural identity. 

Required reading: Karim, H. (2018) 
‘Migration, diaspora and 
communication’, in Karim, H. & Al-
Rawi, A. (Eds.) Diaspora and Media 
in Europe: Migration, Identity and 
Integration. Palgrave Macmillan. 
 
Additional reading: Taylor, C. 
(1994) The Politics of Recognition, in 
Gutmann A (ed.) Multiculturalism: 
Examining the politics of recognition. 
Princeton, NJ. Princeton University 
Press, 25-73. 
 

*Final paper 
due on  
December 11th   
2019 
 
*15-minute 
individual 
presentations 

Session 13: 
November 27th  

Identity and self in 
the globalized 
media 
environment. What 
does it mean to 
inhabit multiple 
identities? Who do 
we connect with, 
why and how do we 
see ourselves 
reflected, or try and 
reflect ourselves, in 
global media? 

Required reading: Hall, S. (1990) 
‘Cultural Identity and Diaspora’, in J. 
Rutherford (ed.), Identity: 
Community, Culture, Difference. 
London: Lawrence and Wishart, 
pp.222-37. 
 
Foucault, M. ‘The Subject and Power’ 
in Wallis, B. and Tucker, M. (eds.) Art 
after Modernism: Rethinking 
Representation. New Museum of 
Contemporary art , 1984. 
 
Additional reading: Yue, M-B, ‘On 
not looking German: Ethnicity, 
Diaspora and the Politics of Vision’, 
European Journal of Cultural Studies, 
2000, 3,2, 173-194  
 
Hall, S. ‘Who needs ‘identity’’, in Hall, 
S. & du Gay, P. (Eds.) Questions of 
cultural identity, Sage 1996 
 

*Final paper 
due on  
December 11th   
2019 
 
*15-minute 
individual 
presentations 

Session 14: 
December 4th  Revision of topics  

*Final paper 
due on  
December 11th   
2019 
 
*15-minute 
individual 
presentations 

Final 
Assessment: 
December 11th  

Final paper due.  

*Final paper 
due on  
December 11th   
2019 
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Session/Date Topic Reading Assignment 
Due 

 
*15-minute 
individual 
presentations 

Co-Curricular Activities 
• We will be visiting the Financial Times, a leading global news publication, for a 

tour of the London newsroom and a chance to listen to and ask questions of an 
editor. This is a unique and exciting opportunity to see how a major British global 
news organisation works in practice – not to be missed!  

• Keep an eye out for events and talks on journalism and international affairs at the 
Frontline Club in west London (https://www.frontlineclub.com/). There are plenty of 
public lectures and seminars relevant to the course at Goldsmiths, LSE, SOAS, 
King’s and UCL, please check their websites.  The Newsroom at the British Library 
is a great place to work and holds microfilm, online databases and original 
newspapers covering the 17th to 21st Century (https://www.bl.uk/visit/reading-
rooms/newsroom). 

Classroom Etiquette 
• Toilet breaks should be taken before or after class or during class breaks. Mobile 

phones should be set on silent and should not be used in class except for 
emergencies. Laptops are only to be used with the express permission of the 
teacher. Please kindly dispose of rubbish in the bins provided. 

NYUL Academic Policies 

Attendance and Tardiness 
• Key information on NYU London’s absence policy, how to report absences, and 

what kinds of absences can be excused can be found on our website 
(http://www.nyu.edu/london/academics/attendance-policy.html) 

Assignments, Plagiarism, and Late Work 
• You can find details on these topics and more on this section of our NYUL website  

(https://www.nyu.edu/london/academics/academic-policies.html) and on the 
Policies and Procedures section of the NYU website for students studying away at 
global sites (https://www.nyu.edu/academics/studying-abroad/upperclassmen-
semester-academic-year-study-away/academic-resources/policies-and-
procedures.html).  

Classroom Conduct  

https://www.frontlineclub.com/
https://www.bl.uk/visit/reading-rooms/newsroom
https://www.bl.uk/visit/reading-rooms/newsroom
http://www.nyu.edu/london/academics/attendance-policy.html
https://www.nyu.edu/london/academics/academic-policies.html
https://www.nyu.edu/academics/studying-abroad/upperclassmen-semester-academic-year-study-away/academic-resources/policies-and-procedures.html
https://www.nyu.edu/academics/studying-abroad/upperclassmen-semester-academic-year-study-away/academic-resources/policies-and-procedures.html
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Academic communities exist to facilitate the process of acquiring and exchanging 
knowledge and understanding, to enhance the personal and intellectual development of 
its members, and to advance the interests of society. Essential to this mission is that all 
members of the University Community are safe and free to engage in a civil process of 
teaching and learning through their experiences both inside and outside the classroom. 
Accordingly, no student should engage in any form of behaviour that interferes with the 
academic or educational process, compromises the personal safety or well-being of 
another, or disrupts the administration of University programs or services.  Please refer to 
the NYU Student Conduct Policy for examples of disruptive behavior and guidelines for 
response and enforcement. 

Disability Disclosure Statement 
Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities. Please contact the 
Moses Center for Students with Disabilities (212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) for 
further information. Students who are requesting academic accommodations are advised 
to reach out to the Moses Center as early as possible in the semester for assistance. 

 

Instructor Bio 
 
Dr Omega Douglas has practiced as a journalist and editor for national British magazines 
and newspapers, as well as digital and broadcast media, for two decades. Organisations 
worked for include Conde Nast, The Guardian, IPC Media, Hearst, The Voice and the BBC. 
She has also worked as a media consultant for various organisations, including the UN, 
and as a journalism educator at the University for the Creative Arts.  
 
Dr Douglas is a lecturer in the Media, Communications and Cultural Studies Department at 
Goldsmiths College, University of London, where she also recently completed an ESRC 
funded PhD. Her research addresses the racialisation of news reporting on sub-Saharan 
Africa, the role of journalists of colour and INGOs in this process and the agenda produced. 
Through in-depth interviews with journalists of colour and INGO press officers who work for 
some of Britain’s largest news and aid organisations, the innovative concept of postcolonial 
journalistic field theory is developed. This interdisciplinary framework importantly adds to 
theories of representation, black (British) identity, journalism, race and cultural production 
studies, by showing how methods and critiques that are part of critical race and postcolonial 
theories enable theoretically grounded accounts of how and why mediated racial discourses 
occur. 
 

https://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/university-student-conduct-policy.html
mailto:mosescsd@nyu.edu
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