
THE GLOBAL  
LEADERSHIP PROGRAM  
AT NYU WASHINGTON, DC

What kind of change do you want  
to make in the world?

In NYU’s Global Leadership Program, students learn how to practice 
ethical and inclusive leadership as they develop a heightened sense of 
self-awareness and purpose, practice creating change with peers, and 
learn how to collaborate with others to achieve results.
 According to the five most recent National Association of Colleges 
and Employers Job Outlook surveys, leadership skills are among the 
top 10 hiring attributes cited by employers. Each semester at NYU 
Washington, DC, students in the Global Leadership Program prepare 
to assume leadership roles in the public and private sectors through 
experiential learning, coursework, and cocurricular events. At the end 
of the semester, students receive a certificate in leadership issued by the 
NYU Changemaker Center.  
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GLOBAL
PROGRAMS

Learn more at  
nyu.edu/global/leadership-program



EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

The program requires all students to participate in  
an experiential opportunity, such as an internship, 
research project, or volunteer experience. Washington, 
DC, offers countless opportunities for developing 
leadership, research, and career skills, and staff at the 
NYU academic center provide guidance and support 
during the placement process. Some organizations 
where students have held internships and research 
fellowships in past years include:

 ▶ Council on Foreign Relations
 ▶ United States Conference of Mayors
 ▶ UN World Food Programme
 ▶ National Endowment for the Arts
 ▶ National Endowment for the Humanities
 ▶ Library of Congress 
 ▶ Supreme Court of the United States 
 ▶ The White House 
 ▶ Women’s Foreign Policy Group 
 ▶ John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts

COURSEWORK 

The Meaning of Leadership, a multidisciplinary 
intensive seminar, is the program’s core. Students 
explore leadership in the context of modern global 
society and examine ways to exercise leadership in 
their own lives. Through case studies, students gain  
an understanding of the diverse forms of leadership 
currently in practice around the world. As students 
perform simulations and collaborate on team projects, 
they build the skills necessary to be effective leaders 
capable of taking on challenges in any field. 
 In addition to The Meaning of Leadership seminar, 
students enroll in two to three additional courses in 
business, economics, journalism, politics, public policy, 
or other subjects related to their major in order to 
maintain a full-time course schedule. 



COCURRICULAR EVENTS

In addition to experiential learning, internship 
placements, and coursework, NYU Washington, DC, 
students have numerous cocurricular opportunities  
to apply their classroom experiences to real-world 
engagements with change-makers, policy leaders, 
and public officials on the national stage. Throughout 
the year, the Abramson Family Auditorium hosts 
public events that provide a platform for discourse 
specific to politics, social issues, and global affairs. 
Students are encouraged to participate, moderate, 
and lead programming in collaboration with the NYU 
John Brademas Center’s Washington, DC, office. In 
previous years, students networked with White 
House and congressional staffers over breakfast; 
attended events hosted by the embassies of Ireland, 
Switzerland, the Czech Republic, and more; and 
joined workshops planned in collaboration with the 
Delegation of the European Union to the United 
States. As they interact with trailblazers across many 
fields, students learn the meaning of leadership in the 
21st century.

TAKING THE LEAD

NYU Washington, DC, provides many opportunities  
for students to get involved and take on leadership 
roles. Students can be elected to the Hall Congress  
and plan activities, create community engagement 
opportunities, and advocate for fellow students. Or, 
students can join DC Dialogues, a student-led initiative 
that brings together experts to discuss special topics, 
such as sustainable business and the global refugee 
crisis. They can also get involved in the Intersections 
initiative to develop a deeper understanding of 
themselves and others, or they can sign up for exciting 
excursions to visit embassies and attend performances 
at the Kennedy Center and concerts and professional 
sporting events at the Capital One Arena.

LIVING AT NYU WASHINGTON, DC

Students often cite the academic center, which 
doubles as a residence hall, as a highlight of their 
experience. It comprises modern apartment-style  
four-person suites with shared bathrooms and 
kitchens. A very limited number of studio apartments 
are also available. There are a variety of student 
lounges with computers, recreational equipment, and 
cable-access televisions as well as laundry facilities. A 
variety of other multipurpose spaces are equipped for 
studying or relaxing with friends and for individual 
meditation and reflection. Students have access to a 
local gym and the NYU bike share program at no 
additional charge. Professional residential life staff 
members live on-site to provide guidance, support, 
and programming.



WHO SHOULD APPLY
Successful applicants don’t already need to be a leader 
for admission to the program, though they should 
have the desire and potential to become one. Those 
interested in learning more and who have the 
following characteristics are encouraged to apply:

 ▶   Students who are motivated to step up.  
Holding a formal leadership position in a club is  
not required, but a willingness and interest to be  
an activist or advocate is desirable. Students with 
leadership potential who can identify a problem  
and act to solve it—whether in the classroom, the 
community, or another setting—are encouraged  
to apply.

 ▶   Students who work to create connections and build 
community.   
Such a commitment is often demonstrated by the way 
students interact with peers in class, in clubs, or in a 
residence hall.

 ▶   Students who are committed to their own learning 
and personal growth.  
Students who know themselves and are eager to learn 
and get better at what they do. 

 ▶   Students who have a sense of the kinds of questions 
that animate their life.  
Students who are passionate about particular lines  
of inquiry and seek to build a body of work around 
them through their scholarship, service, leadership, 
and career.

HOW TO APPLY
Current or rising sophomores, juniors, and seniors 
from NYU’s degree-granting campuses in New York 
City, Abu Dhabi, and Shanghai are invited to apply.  
To be eligible, students must complete at least two 
semesters of study at NYU by the time the program 
begins and maintain full-time student status. 
 Students can visit the Office of Global Programs 
website to complete an interest form by the 
appropriate deadline. 

SPECIAL NOMINEE PROCESS
NYU deans, faculty, staff, and students may use a form 
on the program web page to nominate students for 
this opportunity. Nominees receive an invitation to 
apply before the next admissions cycle.



Steve (Seog Hyun) Kim
Politics

“My semester at NYU Washington, DC, was my first one back 
at a physical NYU location, and my experience there, both on 
campus and in the Global Leadership Program, helped set a 
strong foundation upon which I will build my future academic 
and professional careers.”

As a first-generation immigrant, Steve (Seog Hyun) Kim benefited 
greatly from the personal assistance the Global Leadership Program 
offered in connecting him with internship opportunities. His experience 
in the Global Leadership Program at NYU Washington, DC, in close 
proximity to many US seats of power, was highlighted by the incredible 
sense of community he developed with his peers as well as the 
impactful, long-lasting lessons he learned about organization, time 
management, and communication.

Gustė Gurčinaitė
Political Science with minors in Environmental Studies 
and Legal Studies

“One of the biggest lessons I learned during my time 
in the Global Leadership Program is the importance of 
building personal and professional relationships. Through 
conversations with course instructors, my peers, and the 
program’s guest speakers and my personal experiences in 
the field, I grasped the value of building a strong network 
that is oriented toward mutual learning and advancement.”

Gustė Gurčinaitė learned about the Global Leadership Program from 
fellow students at NYU Abu Dhabi. While in Washington, DC, she 
gained her first professional experience in the area she is most 
passionate about: climate change. During her internship at the Middle 
East Institute’s Strategic Foresight Initiative, she conducted research 
and made policy recommendations for a United Nations–sponsored 
project focusing on electric mobility foresight in the Middle East and 
North Africa region, experiencing directly what environmental policy 
work entails. This experience inspired Gustė to commit to a career 
path in environmental policy.  

Harry Paragas
Social Science with a concentration in political science  
and a minor in Global China Studies

“The biggest lesson I learned as part of the Global Leadership 
Program is that all leadership is intentional. A person doesn’t 
simply wake up and become a leader. It takes work. It takes 
thinking. And it takes a team.”

NYU Shanghai student Harry Paragas was drawn to the Global 
Leadership Program because of the potential it offered him to engage 
in thought-provoking conversations with great thinkers from around 
the world. Call it potential realized. At NYU Washington, DC, Harry 
served as a Global Equity Fellow, organizing and hosting events to 
highlight diversity and foster equity and inclusion at the site. He also 
immersed himself in cocurricular dialogues on topics such as the 
United States’ status in the current and future world order and the 
role of good governance in Big Tech.



DEADLINES AND DATES

Spring Semester 2023 Fall Semester 2023 Spring Semester 2024

Interest form submission 
deadline* September 15, 2022 February 15, 2023 September 15, 2023

*Interest form submissions are accepted on a rolling basis after the deadlines as space remains available.

For the most up-to-date information, visit the program web page at nyu.edu/global/leadership-program.

COST AND FINANCIAL AID
NYU students in the Global Leadership Program are charged the same amount for tuition and registration 
fees as a regular NYU semester of full-time enrollment (full-time status is required: 12-credit minimum)  
at their home campus. Students retain their current aid packages while enrolled at NYU Washington, DC, 
but are also eligible for the Leadership Program scholarship awards, which are made available through 
generous gifts from donors to provide additional financial aid to eligible students from all NYU degree-
granting campuses.

The donor awards provide substantial financial support of up to $9,500 per semester, which will appear in  
the student’s NYU account, can take the form of a larger grant, and may create a reduction in the amount  
of loans borrowed for the term. Students from the New York City campus are also considered for a Global 
Pathways Scholarship.

Find out more about study away financial aid at nyu.edu/global-programs/financial-aid.

QUESTIONS?
Email: nyu.washington.dc@nyu.edu 
Phone: 212-998-4433

APPLY NOW
To access the online interest form and the most up-to-date 
information, visit nyu.edu/global/leadership-program.

New York University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution.    


