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Class code 

 

 

 

HIST--UA 9186 

 

Instructor Details 

 

 

 

Name: Prof. Kathryn Lum 

NYU Home Email Address: kdl2@nyu.edu 

Office Hours:  13:00-15:00 Thursday 

Villa Ulivi Office Location: Office # 7  

Villa Ulivi Office Extension: 055 5007 317 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Details 

 

 

Semester: Spring 2015 

Full Title of Course: The History of Immigration in the US and Italy from the 

1880´s onwards 

Meeting Days and Times: 15:00-17:45 Thursday 

Classroom Location: Colletta 1  

 

 

 

Prerequisites 

 

 

There are no prerequisites for this course 

 

 

Class Description 

 

 

In both Europe and the US, the topic of immigration is highly politicized, 

and frequently occupies the center of national and regional debates on 

identity, citizenship and belonging. On both sides of the Atlantic, the 

contours of multiculturalism and the question of irregular migration 

present thorny issues for academics and policy makers. This course will 

provide a general comparative (US/Europe) introduction to the history of 

migration, from the late 1880´s to the present day in order to help 

students develop a basic historical framework that will allow them to 

more deeply understand contemporary migration policy and debates 

surrounding integration and multiculturalism. The experiences of a 

number of European countries will be looked at in depth: the UK, 

France, Italy, and Germany. Throughout the course, we will be exploring 

deeper questions of national identity and belonging, both historically and 

cross-nationally. We will begin by looking at mass Italian migration to 

the US in the late 19th and early Twentieth Centuries, discussing how the 

first waves of Italian migrants were categorized and racialized and how 

they were inserted into the existing racial order in the US. We will learn 

about the Fascist Period in Italy, and in particular, its Racial Laws and 

the specificities of the Holocaust in Italy during World War II and how 

this period has influenced the way that European countries statistically 

regroup immigrant and minority populations.  We then move on to 
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explore the impact of World War II on the Civil Rights Movement and 

discuss the history of interracial relationships in the light of American 

anti-miscegenation laws. The early post World War II period also 

witnessed a rapid increase in migration from former colonies to Europe, 

particularly to countries such as the UK, France and Germany that 

needed cheap labour at the time. These migration flows profoundly 

changed the demographic landscape of Europe and gave rise to deep-

routed anxieties about the capacity of European countries to absorb these 

immigrants. We will look specifically at the experience of the UK. 

Moving into the contemporary period, we will explore how Italy has 

transformed itself from a historic emigrant-sending country into one of 

Europe´s leading immigrant-receiving nations and how it has managed 

migration to date; discuss the myths and reality of the hotly debated issue 

of undocumented migration; learn about how migration policy is always 

gendered and impacts differently upon men and women; gain insight into 

the highly stigmatized Roma communities in Europe, and study 

multiculturalism and citizenship policy in Europe and the US through a 

range of case studies, such as the Muslim headscarf debate. We will look 

at the specific experience of several other countries including: 

Switzerland, France Germany and Turkey. We will also learn about how 

immigrants insert themselves into the labor market in Italy, using two 

case studies: one from the nearby city of Prato, which has the largest 

Chinese population in Italy, and a case study of Northern Italy, where 

Indians now produce the milk and cheese that accompany daily Italian 

meals. Readings will be complemented by press clippings that relate the 

topic to current policy discussions and social debates.  The course will 

include field trips to a Sikh place of worship, as well as visits to 

museums and associations that work immigrants in the province of 

Tuscany.  
 

 

Desired Outcomes 

 

 

On completion of this course, students should: 

 Be familiar with the history of immigration to Europe 

 Identify and compare the different disciplinary perspectives for studying and analyzing 

migration 

 Be able to trace the historical development of migration policy in Italy 

 Evaluate critically the current debates and politics shaping migration, citizenship and 

multiculturalism policy in Europe 

 Use both primary and secondary sources to develop informed arguments on migration 

in their written work 

 Develop a critical awareness of the gendered impact of migration policy 

 Have improved their ability to think critically, engage in complex reasoning and 

express  their thoughts clearly through their written work 

 Have improved their understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of different 

methodologies in migration studies, including the importance of ethnographic 

methodology 

 Have mastered a basic understanding of how to research questions in migration studies 

 Recognize works by leading scholars in the field of migration studies  

 

  

Class Participation: 10% 
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Assessment 

Components 

 

Written Assignments (three 5 page reflection papers): 30% 

Midterm Exam: 20% 

Oral Presentation of 10 minutes length: 15% 

Final Exam: 25% 

 

 

Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component results in failure of the 

class.  

 

 

Assessment 

Expectations 

 

 

Grade A: The student’s work demonstrates an understanding of the subject that goes 

beyond assigned course readings. The student writes essays/exam questions that are an 

original synthesis of source materials, demonstrating the ability to evaluate source 

material critically. Written arguments are clear, well-organized and well-presented; oral 

presentations are concise, incisive and supplemented by appropriate visual materials. 

The student has distinguished himself/herself throughout the course of the semester for 

his/her contributions to class discussion. 

Grade B: The student’s work shows a clear understanding of assigned readings and 

materials covered in class. The student writes clear, well-organized and well-presented 

essays/exam questions; oral presentations are concise, incisive and supplemented by 

appropriate visual materials. The student is prepared in class and asks relevant 

questions.  

Grade C: The student’s work shows a basic understanding of the subject treated in 

assigned readings and covered in class. However, written and/or oral work is deficient 

in one or more of the following areas: clarity, organization or content. The student’s 

work is generally in need of improvement 

Grade D: The student’s work shows occasional understanding of the subject treated in 

assigned readings and covered in class. Written and/or oral work is deficient in one of 

more of the follow areas: clarity, organization or content. The student does not 

participate in class discussion and has not frequented the instructor’s office hours. 

Grade F: The student’s work does not demonstrate understanding of the subject treated 

in assigned readings and covered in class. Written and/or oral work are either 

insufficient or are not submitted. The student appears unprepared in class and has not 

frequented the instructor’s office hours. 

 

Grade conversion 

 

 

A= 94-100 

A-= 90-93 

B+= 87-89 

B= 84-86 

B-= 80-83 

C+= 77-79 

C= 74-76 

C-= 70-73 

D+= 67-69 

D= 65-66 

F= below 65 
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Grading Policy  

 

 

Please refer to Assessment Expectations and the policy on late submission of work  

 

 

 

Attendance Policy 

 

 

Attendance: 

Attendance is expected and required of all students.  Any absences will negatively 

impact upon your course grade 

 

Absences: 

In case of absence, regardless of the reason, the student is responsible for 

completing missed assignments, getting notes and making up missed work in a 

timely manner based upon a schedule that is mutually agreed upon between the 

faculty member and the student 

 

Absence Due to Illness 

● If you are sick, please see a doctor (contact the OSL for information). 

● Only a medical certificate from a local medical professional will be accepted to 

justify an absence due to illness 

● Within 24 hours of your return to class you must bring this note to the Office of 

Academic Support, located on the ground floor of Villa Ulivi.  We will review the 

medical certificate and we will notify your faculty via email about your justified 

absence due to illness 

● Absences for short term illness without a medical certificate are not justified and 

count as unjustified absences. We will not accept a student email or telephone call 

regarding an absence due to illness.  We will not notify your faculty about these 

absences 

● The Office of Student Life, when assisting you in cases of severe or extended illness, 

will coordinate with the Office of Academic Support to properly record your absences 

Due to Religious Observance 

● Students observing a religious holiday during regularly scheduled class time are entitled 

to miss class without any penalty to their grade.  This is for the holiday only and does 

not include the days of travel that may come before and/or after the holiday 

● Students must notify their professor and the Office of Academic Support in writing via 

email one week in advance before being absent for this purpose 

Due to a class conflict with a program sponsored lecture, event, or activity 

● All students are entitled to miss one class period without any penalty to their grade in 

order to attend a lecture, event or activity that is sponsored by NYU Florence or La 

Pietra Dialogues, Acton Miscellany or the Graduate Lecture series. 

● Students must notify their professor and the Office of Academic Support in writing via 

email one week in advance before being absent for this purpose 

  

 

Late Submission of 

Work 

 

 

● All course work must be submitted on time, in class on the date specified on the 

syllabus.   

●  To request an extension on a deadline for an assignment, students must speak to 

the professor one week prior to the due date   

● To receive an incomplete for a course at the end of the semester, two weeks 

before final exams, both the student and the faculty member must meet with the 

Assistant Director of Academic Affairs to review the request and if granted, they 

must both sign an Incomplete Contract detailing the terms for completing missing 

coursework. 
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Plagiarism Policy 

 

 

PLAGIARISM WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN ANY FORM: 

The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images or data as though 

they were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of 

plagiarism. 

 

In the event of suspected or confirmed cases of plagiarism, The faculty member will 

consult   

first with the Assistant Director for Academic Affairs as definitions and procedures 

vary   

from school to school.  Please consult the “Academic Guidelines for Success” 

distributed on your USB key at Check-in and on the NYU Florence Global Wiki.  

 

For a detailed description of some possible forms of plagiarism and cheating please 

consult the Community Compact that you signed at Orientation, a copy of which is on 

the above mentioned Wiki and USB key. 

 

 

Required Text(s) 

 

 

All required texts are listed below. 

 

 

Supplemental Texts(s) 

(not required to 

purchase as  copies are 

in NYU-L Library or 

available on line) 

 

 

All supplemental texts are listed below.  

 

Internet Research  

Guidelines 

 

 

The careful use of internet resources is encouraged and a list of recommended websites 

will be given. Failure to cite internet and other non-traditional media sources in your 

written work constitutes plagiarism. 

 

 

Additional Required 

Equipment  

 

 

N/A 
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Session 1: 

Feb 5th 

 

 

 

Introduction: Outline of the 

course, migration terms, 

background to American 

immigration policy, situating 

migration in comparative 

European/US perspective 

 

 

 

 

Session 2 

Feb 12th 

 

Italian Migration to the US: 

1880-1918 

 

 

Complemented by a field visit to 

the 

Museum on the History of Italian 

Emigration, Lucca, Tuscany. 

 

Guglielmo, Thomas. No Color 

Barrier”: Italians, Race and 

Power in the US. In Are Italians 

White? How Race is Made in 

America. New York: Routledge, 

2003, pp. (29-44.) 

 

Scarpaci, Vicenza. Walking the 

Color Line: Italian Immigrants 

in Rural Louisiana, 1880-1910. 

In Are Italians White? How 

Race is Made in America. New 

York: Routledge, 2003, pp. (60-

76). 

 

Donati, Sabina. O Migranti o 

Briganti”: Italian emigration 

and nationality policies in the 

peninsula. In A political history 

of national citizenship and 

identity in Italy, 1861-1950. 

Standford: Stanford University 

Press, 2013. pp. (95-117).  

 
  

 

Session 3 

 

Feb 19th 

 

The Fascist Period: Italy´s 

Racial Laws and the Holocaust 

in Italy: 1938-1945 

 

Complemented by a field visit to 

the 

Jewish museum of Florence. 

 

Guest Speaker: Holocaust 

Survivor  

 

Sarfatti, Michele. Characteristics 

and Objectives of the Anti-Jewish 

Racial Laws in Fascist Italy, 

1938-1943. In Joshua D. 

Zimmerman ed. Jews in Italy 

under Fascist and Nazi Rule, 

1922-1945. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 

2009. pp. (71-80).  

 

 

Nidam-Orvieto, Iael. The Impact 
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of Anti-Jewish Legislation on 

Everyday Life and the Response 

of Italian Jews, 1938-1943. In 

Joshua D. Zimmerman ed. Jews 

in Italy under Fascist and Nazi 

Rule, 1922-1945. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 

2009 pp. (158-181). 

 

Picciotto, Liliana. The Shoah in 

Italy: Its History and 

Characteristics.  In Joshua D. 

Zimmerman ed. Jews in Italy 

under Fascist and Nazi Rule, 

1922-1945.  Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 

2009. pp. (209-223).  

 

 

Additional readings:  

 

Huttenbach, Henry. The Romani 

Porrajmos: The Nazi Genocide of 

Europe´s Gypsies. Nationalities 

Papers: The Journal of 

Nationalism and Ethnicity. Vol. 

19 (3), 1991. pp. 373-394  

 

Finzi, Roberto. The Damage to 

Italian Culture: The Fate of 

Jewish University Professors in 

Fascist Italy and After, 1938-

1946. In Joshua D. Zimmerman 

ed. Jews in Italy under Fascist 

and Nazi Rule, 1922-1945. pp. 

96-113.  

 
 

Session 4 

 

Feb 27th 

 

World War Two and the Civil 

Rights Movement in the US 

 

 

 

Discussion: Interracial 

Relationships 

 

Sugrue, Thomas. Hillburn, 

Hattiesburg, and Hitler: Wartime 

Activists Think Globally and Act 

Locally. In Kevin M. Kruse & 

Stephen Tuck eds, Fog Of War: 

The Second World War and the 

Civil Rights Movement. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2012. 

pp. (87-102).  
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Dailey, Jane. The Sexual Politics 

of Race in World War Two 

America. In Kevin M. Kruse & 

Stephen Tuck eds, Fog Of War: 

The Second World War and the 

Civil Rights Movement. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 

2012.pp. (145-170).  

 

Phillips, Kimberley. Did the 

Battlefield Kill Jim Crow? The 

Cold War Military, Civil Rights 

and Black Freedom Struggles. In 

Kevin M. Kruse & Stephen Tuck 

eds, Fog Of War: The Second 

World War and the Civil Rights 

Movement. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2012. pp. (208-

229).  

 

Moran, Rachel. 

Antimiscegenation Laws and the 

Enforcement of Racial 

Boundaries. In Interracial 

Intimacy: The regulation of race 

and romance. Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 

2001. pp. (17-41).  

 

 

 
 

Session 5 

 

March 5th 

 

Postcolonial Migration: 

Migration Policy in the UK in 

the postwar period, 1945-1974 

 

 

 

Enoch Powell´s “Rivers of 

Blood” speech 

 

Documentary “Rivers of Blood” 

 

 

The Kenyan Asians Crisis of 

1968 pp. (153-178). 

Heath, Powell, and Migration 

Policy, 1968-1974. pp. (179-

206).  

Hansen, Randell. Citizenship and 

Immigration in Post-war Britain: 

The Institutional Origins of a 

Multicultural Nation. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2000.  

 

Text: The Race Relations Act of 

1968 
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Session 6 

 

March 12th 

 

 

Immigration Law in Italy: 

Policy Change and Evolution 

from the 1980´s to the current 

period 
 

 

Film: La Nave Dolce (about 

Albanian migration to Italy) 
 

 

 

Garau, Eva. The Italian 

legislation on immigration. In 

Politics of National Identity in 

Italy: Immigration and 

‘Italianità´. London: Routledge, 

2005. pp. 145-180.  

 

Garau, Eva. The Northern 

League and the Debate on 

identity and immigration.  In 

Politics of National Identity in 

Italy: Immigration and 

‘Italianità´. London: Routledge, 

2005. pp. 102-144. .  

 

King, Russell & Mai, Nicola. 

Italophilia meets Albanophobia: 

Paradoxes of Asymmetric 

Assimilation and Identity 

Processes among Albanian 

Immigrants in Italy. Ethnic and 

Racial Studies 2009 32 (1): (117-

138).  

 

 

Mai, Nicola. Myths and moral 

panics: Italian identity and the 

media representation of Albanian 

immigration In The Politics of 

recognizing difference: 

multiculturalism Italian-style. 

Eds. Ralph Grillo and Jeff Pratt. 

Aldershot, Hampshire, 2002. pp. 

(77-94). 

 
 

Spring Break 16th-20th 

March 

  

 

Session 7 

March 26th 

 

 

 

 

Irregular Migration: Myth and 

Reality 

 

 

Film: Terraferma (about 

refugees/immigrants landing in 

Lampedusa) 
 

 

 

Bleahu, Ana (2007). With 

Calluses on Your Palms They 

Don´t Bother You: Illegal 

Romanian Migrants in Italy”. 

Focaal- European Journal of 

Anthropology 49 (2): (101-109).  

 

Saha, J.K. Smuggling of migrants 

from India to Europe and in 
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particular to the UK: A Study on 

Punjab and Haryana. Delhi: 

United Nations Office on Drugs 

and Crime (UNODC), 2009, (1-

124). 

 

Additional reading: “I, Illegal  

Immigrant in Lampedusa”. 

Fabrizio Gatti, L´espresso, 2005.  
 

 

Session 8 

April 3rd 

 

 

 

 

Labour Market Perspectives 

on Migration in Italy 
 

Assignment: 5 page Reflection Paper 

on Personal Experiences with 

Migration in Italy 

 

Toccafondi, Daniele. Prato´s 

Textile District and Ethnic 

Chinese Businesses. In Graeme 

Johanson 

Russell Smyth & Rebecca French 

eds, Living Outside the Walls: 

The Chinese in Prato. Newcastle: 

Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 

2009. pp. (75-96).  
 

Lum, K, in press. Labor 

Migration from India to Italy: 

Debunking the Myth of the 

Undesirable Low-Skilled Migrant 

in the EU. In: A. Wiesbrock & 

D.A. Arcarazo eds. Global 

Migration: Myths and Realities. 

Santa Barbara: Praeger Press. pp. 

(1-37).  

 

 
 

Session 9 

April 9th 

 

 

Midterm Exam 

 

 

Session 10 

April 16th 

 

 

 

Gender and Migration: The 

impact of gendered migration 

policies 

 

 

 

 

Fitzpatrick, Joan. “The Gender 

Dimension of U.S Immigration 

Policy”.  Yale Journal of Law 

and Feminism. Vol. 23, 2007: 

(23-48).  

 

Riaño, Y. ´He´s the Swiss citizen, 

I´m the foreign spouse´: 

Binational marriages and the 

impact of family-related 

migration policies on gender 
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relations. In Gender, Generations 

and the Family in International 

Migration, eds. A. Kraler, E. 

Kofman, M. Kohli, & C. 

Schmoll. Amsterdam: 

Amsterdam University Press, 

2011, pp. (265-297). 
 

Session 11 

April 23rd 

 

 

 

Ethnicity and Religion in 

Europe and the US: Muslim 

Communities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Triandafyllidou, Anna. Religious 

Diversity and Multiculturalism in 

Southern Europe: the Italian 

Mosque Debate. In 

Multiculturalism, Muslims and 

Citizenship: A European 

Approach, eds. T. Modood, A. 

Triandafyllidou, & R. Zapata-

Barrero. London: Routledge, 

2006, pp. (117-142). 

 

Hashmi, Hera. “Too much to 

Bare? A comparative analysis of 

the headscarf in France, the US, 

and Turkey”. University of 

Maryland Law Journal of Race, 

Religion, Gender and Class. Vol 

10 (2), 2010.  pp. (2-39).  
 

 

Session 12 

 

14th April 

 

 

 

Ethnicity and Religion in Europe: 

Indian Communities 
 

 

Complemented by a field visit to a 

Sikh temple. 

 

Assignment: 5 page reflection paper on 

a specific newspaper article from the 

European press that deals with the 

integration of immigrants. 

 

 

Two chapters from Singh, 

Gurharpal & Tatla Darshan 

Singh. In Sikhs in Britain: The 

making of a community. London: 

Zed Books, 2006.  

British Multiculturalism and 

Sikhs. (pp. 126-145).  

Family, Gender and Sexuality 

(pp. 165-186).  

 

Gallo, Esther. Italy is not a good 

place for men: narratives of 

places, marriage and masculinity 

among Malayali migrants. 

Global Networks. Vol. 6, Issue 4, 

2006, pp. (357-372). 

 

Handout: Sikh religious symbols 

in Europe and the US 
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Session 13 

May 7th 

 

 

 

Citizenship Policies in Europe 

and the US: Ius Sanguinis vs Ius 

Soli 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bloemraad, Irene. Being 

American/Becoming American: 

Birthright Citizenship and 

Immigrants´ Membership in the 

United States. In Austin Sarat ed. 

Who Belongs? Immigration, 

Citizenship, and the Constitution 

of Legality. Bingley: Emerald 

Group Publishing, 2013. pp. (55-

84).  

 

Joppke, Christian. Mobilization 

of Culture and the Reform of 

Citizenship Law: Germany and 

the United States. In Ruud 

Koopmans & Paul Statham eds, 

Challenging Immigration and 

Ethnic Relations Politics. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2000. 

pp. (145-161). 

 

 

Zincone, Giovanna & Basili, 

Marzia. Country Report Italy. 

Florence: EUDO Citizenship 

Observatory, 2013, pp. (1-19). 

 

 

Additional reading:  

 

Hansen, Randall & Jobst, 

Koehler. Issue Definition, 

political discourse and the 

politics of nationality reform in 

France and Germany. European 

Journal of Political Research. 

2005 Vol. 44, Issue 5. pp. 623-

644. 

 
 

 

Session 14 

May 14th  

 

 

 

Final exam 
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Classroom Etiquette 

 

 

● Eating is not permitted in the classrooms.  Bottled water is 

permitted.   

● Cell phones should be turned off during class time.   

● The use of personal laptops and other electronic handheld devices 

are prohibited in the classroom unless otherwise specified by the 

professor. 

● We recycle! So keep it green! Please dispose of trash in the clearly 

marked recycle bins located throughout the on campus buildings 
 

Required Co-

curricular Activities 

 

 

 Field trip to the Museum on the History of Italian Emigration, 

Lucca, Tuscany. 

 Field trip to the Jewish Museum of Florence. 

 Field trip to the Association of Second Generation Chinese Youth 

in Prato, Tuscany. 

 Field trip to a Sikh temple in Montevarchi, Tuscany, to coincide 

with their most important religious festival, Vaisakhi.  
 

Suggested Co-

curricular Activities 

 

 

Suggested optional co-curricular activities will be announced in class 

and/or via email by the professor throughout the semester. 
 

 

 


