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Class code 

 
[Place here the alpha-numeric code as indicated by the Office of Academic Support] 

 
 
 
Instructor Details 

 
 
Name: PROFESSOR NANCY LESZCZYNSKI 
NYUHome Email Address: nl47@nyu.edu 
Office Hours: Tuesday 10:30—12:30pm or by appointment 
Villa Ulivi Office Location: 3rd floor, room 307 
Villa Ulivi Office Extension: 
 
For fieldtrips refer to the email with trip instructions and trip assistant’s cell phone number 

 

Class Details 

 
Semester: SPRING 2016 
Full Title of Course: GARDENS AND LANDSCAPES OF TUSCANY 
Meeting Days and Times: Tuesday, 1:30pm –4:15pm 
Classroom Location: Le Vedute, Villa La Pietra 

 

Prerequisites 

 
NONE 

 
 
Class Description 

 
To provide the student with an awareness and appreciation of gardens and landscapes 

of Tuscany from early Roman precedents to the 21st century. The design of the Italian 

landscape and garden is studied as a means of cultural communication--an expression 

of a society's values, philosophy and understanding of the environment. Emphasis is 

placed on historic precedent, sustainable design techniques utilized in Italian gardens 

and classic Renaissance design concepts. The format includes lectures, class 

presentations and field trips. 

 

Desired Outcomes 

On completion of this course, students should: 

• Have improved their ability to think critically and creatively, engage in 

complex reasoning and express their thoughts clearly through their written 

work, presentations, and graphic communication. 

mailto:nl47@nyu.edu
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 • Have improved their understanding of Italian history, establish the use of 

a design vocabulary, and improve their ability to present complex 

concepts in class presentations. 

• Recognize and analyze classic works of Renaissance garden design. 

● Apply historic garden design techniques to current environmental challenges. 

 

Assessment 
Components 

• Attendance and Participation –10% 
• 2 Assignments each composed of: Graphic analysis—6 pages, 2 

oral presentations each 5 minutes in length, 2 papers—10-12 
pages of the grade. 30% 

• Midterm Exam: 25% (approximately 7 pages in length) 
• Travel, reading assignment, journal (approximately 35 pages 

in length) 10% 
• Final Exam: 25% (approximately 7 pages) 

 
Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component results in 
failure of the class. 
 
Assignments: The 2 assignments explore the historic evolution of garden 
design in Italy. Assignment #1 is a design analysis of an Italian Renaissance 
villa,--the students chooses a villa located in Italy, preferably one they can 
visit, and then analyzes the layout, geometry and axes of the villa. The 2nd 
assignment is designing a contemporary sustainable garden based on a poem, 
song, myth or painting of the student’s choice. 
 
The evaluations of the assignments are based on 1/3 graphic content—the 
student coordinates images and text in response to the project. 1/3 written 
content—succinct descriptions of applicable terms, garden analysis, or design 
assignments. The written version should include references to all sources 
used, regardless of whether they were also assigned readings from this 
syllabus or electronic resources. Failure to properly cite your sources 
constitutes plagiarism (see below); if you are uncertain as to how to properly 
cite sources, please do not hesitate to see me during office hours or to contact 
me via email. 1/3 presentation—students are evaluated on their ability to 
present their ideas in an organized, enthusiastic and succinct manner. 
 
Exams: The midterm and final are a comprehensive evaluation of lectures, 
assignments, readings, site visits, and field trips. The exams consist of short 
answer essays relating to the historic context of the class and two to three 
longer essays. The essays require responses in well constructed complete 
sentences and identifying the patron and architect and historic evolution of the 
garden. The final is comprehensive, although greater weight is given to 
material covered in the second half of the course. Both the midterm and the 
final are carefully timed: if you have a recognized learning disability for 
which you are entitled to 
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 extra time, please speak to someone in the Office of Academic 
Support immediately to insure that we can make proper arrangements 
for testing. 
 
Journal: A weekly sketchbook/journal is required drawn from readings, 
lectures and field trips. The journal is part of the tradition of the Grand Tour 
sketching or note keeping as a means of understanding the art, architecture 
and landscape of Italy. 

 
 
Assessment 
Expectations 

 
 
Grade A: The student’s work demonstrates an understanding of the subject that goes 
beyond assigned course readings. The student writes essays/exam questions that are an 
original synthesis of source materials, demonstrating the ability to evaluate source material 
critically. Written arguments are clear, well-organized and well-presented; oral 
presentations are concise, incisive and supplemented by appropriate visual materials. The 
student has distinguished himself/herself throughout the course of the semester for 
his/her contributions to class discussion. 
 
Grade B: The student’s work shows a clear understanding of assigned readings and 
materials covered in class. The student writes clear, well-organized and well-presented 
essays/exam questions; oral presentations are concise, incisive and supplemented by 
appropriate visual materials. The student is prepared in class and asks relevant questions. 
 
Grade C: The student’s work shows a basic understanding of the subject treated in assigned 
readings and covered in class. However, written and/or oral work is deficient in one or more 
of the following areas: clarity, organization or content. The student’s work is generally in 
need of improvement 
 
Grade D: The student’s work shows occasional understanding of the subject treated in 
assigned readings and covered in class. Written and/or oral work is deficient in one of more 
of the follow areas: clarity, organization or content. The student does not participate in 
class discussion and has not frequented the instructor’s office hours. 
 
Grade F: The student’s work does not demonstrate understanding of the subject treated in 
assigned readings and covered in class. Written and/or oral work are either insufficient or 
are not submitted. The student appears unprepared in class and has not frequented the 
instructor’s office hours. 
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Grade conversion 

 
A=94-
100 A-
=90-93 
B+=87-
89 
B=84-
86 B-
=80-83 
C+=77-
79 
C=74-
76 C-
=70-73 
D+=67-
69 
D=65-
66 
F=below 65 

 

Grading Policy 

 
 
Please refer to Assessment Expectations and the policy on late submission of work 

Academic 
Accommodatio
ns 

Academic accommodations are available for students with documented disabilities. Please 
contact the Moses Center for Students with Disabilities at 212-998-4980 or see their 
website (http://www.nyu.edu/life/safety-health-andwellness/students-with-
disabilities.html) for further information. 
 
Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in a class are 
encouraged to contact the Moses Center for Students with Disabilities at (212) 998-4980 
as soon as possible to better ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a 
timely fashion. For more information, see Study Away and Disability. 

http://www.nyu.edu/life/safety-health-wellness/students-with-disabilities/housing-accommodations.html
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Grade conversion 

 
A=94-
100 A-
=90-93 
B+=87-
89 
B=84-
86 B-
=80-83 
C+=77-
79 
C=74-
76 C-
=70-73 
D+=67-
69 
D=65-
66 
F=below 65 

 

Attendance Policy 

 
 
Attendance: 
Study abroad at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive 
experience, in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in 
discussion-based seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active 
participation of all students. And since classes typically meet once or twice a week, 
even a single absence can cause a student to miss a significant portion of a course. To 
ensure the integrity of this academic experience, class attendance at the centers is 
mandatory, and 
unexcused absences will be penalized with a two percent deduction from the student’s 
final course grade. Students are responsible for making up any work missed due to 
absence. 
Repeated absences in a course may result in failure. 

 
For courses that meet once a week, one unexcused absence will be penalized by a two 
percent deduction from the student’s final course grade. For courses that meet two or 
more times a week, the same penalty will apply to two unexcused absences. 

 
Excused Absences: 
In case of absence, regardless of the reason, the student is responsible for completing 
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 missed assignments, getting notes and making up missed work in a timely manner based 

upon a schedule that is mutually agreed upon between the faculty member and the 
student 

 
The only excused absences are those approved by the Office of Academic Support; they 
are as follows: 
 

Absence Due to Illness 
• If you are sick, please see a doctor (contact the Office of Student Life for 

information). 
• Absences can ONLY be excused if they are reported WITHIN 24 HRS of 

your return to class via the online NYU Florence Absence Form: 
http://goo.gl/forms/OtCiTgmLt6 

• We will not accept a student email or telephone call regarding an absence 
due to illness. We will not notify your faculty about  these  absences. 

• The Office of Student Life, when assisting you in cases of severe or 
extended illness, will coordinate with the Office of Academic Support to 
properly record your absences 

 

Due to Religious Observance 

• Students observing a religious holiday during regularly scheduled class time 
are entitled to miss class without any penalty to their grade. This is for the 
holiday only and does not include the days of travel that may come before 
and/or after the holiday 

• Information regarding absences due to religious observance must  be 
provided at least SEVEN DAYS PRIOR to the date(s) in question using the 
online NYU Florence Absence Form: http://goo.gl/forms/OtCiTgmLt6. 
Please note that no excused absences for reasons other than illness can be 
applied retroactively. 

 
 

Due to a class conflict with a program sponsored lecture, event, or activity 
• All students are entitled to miss one class period without any penalty to their 

grade in order to attend a lecture, event or activity that is sponsored by La Pietra 
Dialogues, Acton Miscellany or the Graduate Lecture series. 

● Information regarding absences due to a class conflict must be 
provided at least SEVEN DAYS PRIOR to the date(s) in question using the online NYU 
Florence Absence Form: http://goo.gl/forms/OtCiTgmLt6. Please note that no 
excused absences for reasons other than illness can be applied retroactively. 

 
 
Students with questions or needing clarification about this policy are instructed to 
contact a member of the Office of Academic Support located in Villa Ulivi or to email 
florence.academicsupport@nyu.edu 

http://goo.gl/forms/OtCiTgmLt6
http://goo.gl/forms/OtCiTgmLt6
http://goo.gl/forms/OtCiTgmLt6
http://goo.gl/forms/OtCiTgmLt6
mailto:florence.academicsupport@nyu.edu
mailto:florence.academicsupport@nyu.edu
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Late Submission of 
Work 

 
● All course work must be submitted on time, in class on the date specified on 

the syllabus. 
●  To request an extension on a deadline for an assignment, students must speak to 

the professor one week prior to the due date 
● To receive an incomplete for a course at the end of the semester, two weeks 

before final exams, both the student and the faculty member must meet with the 
Assistant Director of Academic Affairs to review the request and if granted, they 
must both sign an Incomplete Contract detailing the terms for completing missing 
coursework. 

Plagiarism Policy  
PLAGIARISM WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN ANY FORM: 
The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images or data as though they 
were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of plagiarism. 
 
In the event of suspected or confirmed cases of plagiarism, The faculty member will 
consult first with the Assistant Director for Academic Affairs as definitions and 
procedures vary from school to school. Please consult the “Academic Guidelines for 
Success” distributed on your USB key at Check-in and on the NYU Florence Global Wiki. 
 
For a detailed description of some possible forms of plagiarism and cheating please consult 
the Community Compact that you signed at Orientation, a copy of which is on the above 
mentioned Wiki and USB key. 

The Writing Center 
 
The Writing Center, located in Aula Belvedere in Villa Ulivi, offers you feedback on any type 
of writing, at any stage in planning or drafting. Sign up for a consultation at 
wp.nyu.edu/florencewriting/ and submit your working draft or ideas a day in advance to 
florence.writingcenter@nyu.edu. Drop in for a consultation M-Th, but remember that 
appointments are given priority. Be assured that very rough drafts are welcome. Please note 
that we do not correct or “fix” your writing; instead we prompt you to think and work. Our 
aim is to create stronger writers in the long term, not necessarily perfect papers in the short 
term. 

 

Required Text(s) 

 
A Design Vocabulary Book available at Mailboxes 
etc… A reader available in the Villa Ulivi library 

 

Supplemental Texts(s) 
(not required to 
purchase as copies are 
in NYU-L Library or 
available on line) 

 
Ackerman, James, THE VILLA, Princeton, 1990. 
Atlee, Helen, ITALIAN GARDENS, Toronto, 
2006. 
Barlow Roger, Elizabeth, LANDSCAPE DESIGN, New York, 2001. 
 
Boults, Elizabeth and Sullivan, Chip, AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF 

LANDSCAPE New York, 2010. 
Chatfield, Judith, A TOUR OF ITALIAN GARDENS, New York, 
1988. Farrar, Linda, ANCIENT ROMAN GARDENS, London, 1998. 
Francis Mark and Hester, Randolph Jr., THE MEANING OF 

GARDENS, Cambridge Press, 1990 
Graves, Michael, IMAGES OF A GRAND TOUR, Princeton, 2005. 

https://wp.nyu.edu/florencewriting/
https://wp.nyu.edu/florencewriting/
mailto:florence.writingcenter@nyu.edu
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 Lazzaro, Claudia, THE ITALIAN RENAISSANCE GARDEN, New York, 1990. 

Leszczynski, Nancy, PLANTING THE LANDSCAPE, New York, 1998. 
Masson, Georgina, ITALIAN GARDENS, Woodbridge, 2011. (new edition) 
Moore, Charles, Mitchell, William, J, THE POETICS OF THE GARDENS, 

Cambridge,1993. 
Origo, Benedetta, Livingston, Morna, Olin, Laurie, Hunt John Dixon, LA 

FOCE, Philadelphia, 2001. 
Ramsey, Alex, ITALIAN GARDENS, London, 1989. 
Shepherd and Jellicoe, ITALIAN GARDENS of THE RENAISSANCE, Princeton 

1993. (Reprint) 
Sullivan, Chip, GARDEN AND CLIMATE, McGraw-Hill, 
2002. Thacker, Christopher, HISTORY OF GARDENS, 
London, 1985. 
Van der Ree, Smienk, and Steenbergen, ITALIAN VILLAS AND 

GARDENS, Netherlands, 1992. 
Wharton, Edith, ITALIAN VILLAS AND THEIR GARDENS, New York, 1904. 

 

Internet 
Research 
Guidelines 

 
The careful use of internet resources is encouraged and a list of recommended websites will 
be given. Failure to cite internet and other non-traditional media sources in your written 
work constitutes plagiarism. 

Additional Required 
Equipment 

Drawing materials: journal/sketchbook, poster board, colored pencils, colored markers, 
scissors, glue stick, and ruler. 
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Session 1 
 
 
February 2, 2016 

 
Course Introduction: 
The importance of landscape design 
throughout history and its significance today. 
Explain course objectives. Tour of garden, 
library and writing center 

 
Reading Assignment: 
*GARDEN DESIGN 
VOCABULARY 
BOOK, 
read on your own. 

 
Michael Graves, 
IMAGES OF THE GRAND 
TOUR, p. 5-9. 
*Nancy A. 
Leszczynski, 
PLANTING THE 
LANDSCAPE, 1-9, 
* James Ackerman, THE VILLA, p.10-
34 
* Georgina Masson, ITALIAN 
GARDENS, 27-54. 

 

Session 2 
 
February 9, 2016 

 
LECTURE: ANCIENT GREEK AND 
ROMAN GARDENS AND LANDSCAPES 

 
Reading Assignment: 
* Leszczynski 14-21, 
* Georgina 
Masson, 61--62, 
67-69, 73-83. 

 

Session 3 
 
February 16, 2016 

 
 
LECTURE: MEDIEVAL 
MONASTIC GARDENS/EARLY 
RENAISSANCE GARDENS 

 
Reading Assignment: 

* Ackerman, p. 35-62, 
* Van Der Ree, Smienk, 
ITALIAN VILLAS AND 
GARDENS-p.21-27. 
* Cristina Acidini, BENOZZO 
GOZZOLI, 23-24—EXAMINE 
IMAGES 
* MEDICI MOVIE PART 1 

 

Session 4 
 
February 23, 2016 

 
SITE VISIT: MEET IN FRONT OF 
PALAZZO MEDICI RICCARDI 
1:30PM. 

 
READING ASSIGNMENT: 
* ACKERMAN, 63-82 
* Edith Wharton, ITALIAN VILLAS 
AND THEIR GARDENS, P. 5-13. 

 

Session 5 
 
March 1, 2016 

 
 
LECTURE: THE RENAISSANCE 
GARDEN IN TUSCANY 

READING ASSIGNMENT: 
* Helena Atlee, 
ITALIAN GARDENS, 
P. 25-37, 
* Elizabeth Barlow 

Rogers, 
LANDSCAPE 

   
   
   
   

 



 Page 10 of 11 

 

 

Session 6 
 
March 8, 2016 

 
 
SITE VISIT: VILLA MEDICI IN 
FIESOLE VILLA LE BALZE 

 
Reading Assignment: NEXT 2 
WEEKS 
* Barlow-Rogers, 138-143 
* Atlee, 41-49 
* Masson 119-123 
*Smienk 11-12. 

 

Session 7 
 
March 15, 2016 

 
 

SPRING BREAK 

* Elizabeth Boults and Chip Sullivan, 
AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF 
LANDSCAPE DESIGN, p.79-80, 88-
89. 
* Katherine A. MacIver, COOKING 
AND EATING IN RENAISSANCE 
ITALY, p 62 69. 
* Masson, 155-161. 
* Smienk, p. 97-102 
* Barlow Rogers 178-192, 
* Atlee, 91-114. 

 

Session 8 
 
March 22, 2016 

 
 
TEST #1 

READING ASSIGNMENT: 
 

*Boults, 107, 127-132. 
* Claudia Lazzaro, ITALIAN 
RENAISSANCE GARDENS, 191-
213. 
* Smienk, 36-40 
* Rogers, 178-192, Atlee, 91-114. 

 

Session 9 
 
March 29, 2016 

 
* LECTURE: THE ROMAN 
RENAISSANCE AND DESIGN 
ANALYSIS 
* ASSIGNMENT #1 DUE: April 12, 
2016 FOR ASSIGNMENT #1, READ 
LESZCZYNSKI P. 55-79. 

 
Continue reading assignment from 
prior week 

 

Session 10 
 
April 5, 2016 

 
LECTURE: BAROQUE GARDENS, THE 
SUSTAINABLE ITALIAN GARDEN--
THE MEZZADRIA SYSTEM, AND THE 
LANDSCAPE STYLE 

Reading Assignment: 
* Giovanni Arpino, 
LA CASA E IL 
CONTADINO, P. 7-14 
* Rogers, 232-237, 385-388. 
* David Ottweil, THE 
EDWARDIAN 
GARDEN, 158-163. 
* Charles Quest-Ritson, 
THE ENGLISH 
GARDENER ABROAD, 
P. 115-131. 

 

Session 11 
 
April 12, 2016 

REVIEW ASSIGNMENT #1  
 

Reading Assignment: 
*Richard M. Dunn, CECIL 
PINSENT  33-48  Vincent 
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Classroom Etiquette 

 
● Eating is not permitted in the classrooms. Bottled water is permitted. 
● Cell phones should be turned off during class time. 
● The use of personal laptops and other electronic handheld devices are prohibited in 

the classroom unless otherwise specified by the professor. 
● We recycle! So keep it green! Please dispose of trash in the clearly marked recycle 

bins located throughout the on campus buildings 

 
 
Required Co-
curricular Activities 

 
**SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2016 
VILLA REALE AND VILLA TORRIGIANI LUCCA 
Meet Via Bolognese vicinity gas station 9:00am, return 4:00PM 
**SATURDAY APRIL 23 2016: FIELD TRIP TO CHIANTI, TUSCANY 

Meet at Santa Maria Novella train Station 
8am. Specifics to be announced 

 

 ASSIGNMENT #2: 
SUSTAINABLE GARDEN 
DESIGN IN FLORENCE 
PRESENTATIONS: 

GARDEN, 71-90. 
* Wharton, 41-48. 
*Rogers 385-396. 

 
ASSIGNMENT #2-Read 
CORNERSTONE AND 
TRANSFORMING THE AMERICAN 
GARDEN ON RESERVE 

 

Session 12 
 
April 19, 2016 

 
SITE VISIT: Villa Gamberaia, 
Meet at GAS STATION AREA ON Via 
Bolognese 1:30pm 

Reading Assignment: 
* Atlee, 191-195, 202-211. 
* La Pietra article,by Michael Thomas, 
The Knight, The Villa and a Relative 
Surprise, i THE AMERICAN 
BENEFACTOR, 
p.95-100. 

 

Session 13 
 
April 26, 2017 

 
 
ASSIGNMENT #2 PRESENTATIONS 

 

 

Session 14 
May 3, 2016 

 
ASSIGNMENT #2 PRESENTATIONS 

 
STUDY FOR FINAL EXAM 

 

Session 15 
 
May 10, 2016 

 
 

FINAL EXAM—same class time 
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Suggested Co-
curricular Activities 

“Suggested optional co-curricular activities will be announced in class and/or via email by 
the professor throughout the semester.” 

 
 
Your Instructor 

Professor Leszczynski is a practicing landscape architect and horticulturist. MLA University of 
Virginia , BS in Horticulture Michigan State University. In NYU library: PLANTING THE 
LANDSCAPE, TEXTBOOK ON GARDEN DESIGN. Professor Leszczynski is involved with NYU 
horticulturist Nick Dakin Elliot ‘s GREENS WE EAT course. Leszczynski specializes in Sustainable 
and Edible garden design. 

 


