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Instructor Information: 

Betina González, Ph.D. 

Office hours: By appointment  

 

Course Description:  
 

• Great World Texts is an annual collaboration between the Gallatin Writing 

Program, three New York City public high schools (2018: Bronx Academy of 

Letters, Brooklyn Preparatory High School, and Facing History High 

School), and two Buenos Aires public high schools, (2018: the Colegio 

Superior Carlos Pellegrini, and the Escuela Normal Superior en Lenguas 

Vivas Sofía Esther Broquen de Spangenberg, better known as "Lengüitas"). 

 

For students taking this class in Buenos Aires, the collaboration has three 

parts:  

 

1. In a weekly 4-credit tutorial, six Gallatin mentors study a classic or 

“contemporary classic” of world literature, developing their analytical 

skills to further their understanding of the text and its contexts, 

explore approaches to engaging students in literature and writing, 

and reflect on their classroom experiences.  

2. In the high school classroom assigned, mentors assist students in 

reading and discussing the text; explore the connections of the text 

with the local culture and literature; help the students create writing 

projects that expand on resonant themes, and help plan and facilitate 

a celebration at which the projects are presented to all participants. 

3. Mentors are also expected to interexchange ideas and experiences 

with their pairs taking this class in NYC using Google Docs and on 

plan joint tutorial with NY in October (date TBA). 
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Classroom Day and Time: TBD - 1 session per week 

Tutorial Day and Time: Wed.  

 

 

Classroom Component: 
 

Classroom Goals and Objectives: 

• To uphold a partnership based on creativity and collaboration and to support 

all participants gaining an enriching experience. 

• To facilitate high school students' engagement and ability to make 

connections between a text and their lives, as well as with others, and 

across differences. To develop as a teacher and gain further understanding 

of a great world text through teaching. 

 

Structure of Classroom Component: 

• NYU Mentors will become acquainted with pedagogical practice as they 

work with Prof González and the high school English teachers to develop, 

present, and carry out exercises appropriate for EFL (“English as a Foreign 

Language”) to help high school students to better understand, analyze and 

creatively respond to the chosen GWT. 

• NYU Students doing this Tutorial must fulfill the number of classroom hours 

per week required by each school. During those times, they will work with 

approximately 12 high school students and their teacher. Mentors must be 

punctual and prepared for each session. The high school students have 

already acquired levels of English that allow them to interact with them 

fluently. Mentors should be prepared to assist and give feedback to the high 

school students as they speak and write analytically as well as creatively 

about the GWT and other materials as pertinent to the GWT Tutorial in the s 

school context. Mentors are expected to plan lessons and otherwise prepare 

for their classroom visits. 

 

Tutorial Component: 

 

Tutorial Goals and Objectives: 

• To engage in college-level analysis of a text, including discussing its 

contexts and criticism.  

• To develop, discuss, and share practical skills and plans for teaching high 

school students, based on more advanced analytical discussions. 
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• To discuss in which way the chosen book fits the definition of a "Great World 

Text", as well as its significance and relevance for Argentine history and 

culture. 

 

Structure of Tutorial: 

• Mentors read the text, along with assigned readings on its context and 

criticism, and participate in discussions. Each class we do a creative writing 

exercise that relates Sophocle's play to Argentine and Latin American 

literature. These exercises are designed to help the mentors create their 

owns for their lesson plans.  

• In addition, mentors spend time debriefing on their classroom experiences 

and sharing practical lesson activities and advice. 

 

Course Requirements: 
 

Weekly class report: 

A short (5-8minutes) oral report in which each mentor shares practical lessons and 

site experiences. Focus specifically on your teaching. What has worked well so far 

in your classroom? What has not worked as well as you expected? Share ideas for 

in-class activities, group projects, different lines of interpretation of the text to work 

with your students, etc. 

 

Weekly Written Reflection: 

• A minimum of 500 words related to the assigned readings, shared in class 

with mentors, and GWT instructor. Due each week beginning on 3nd 

class and until the semester break (3 in total). 

• Can be informal in style, much like a journal entry. Sometimes, it would be 

prompted or triggered by a question or a phrase provided by your instructor. 

Reflections should be thoughtful, making connections, rooting your 

experiences in larger tutorial discussions, and posing questions for you or 

the group to think about. Focus specifically on the text and your ways of 

interpreting it, the additional readings that enhanced your comprehension of 

it, and the efforts you have made so far to connect it to the Argentine 

context. 

• Also write about how your GWT experiences resonate with your 

concentration. How is engaging with the text, secondary readings, and being 

in the classroom pushing further your ideas, goals, sense of yourself, etc.?  

 

Class Presentation: 
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A 10-15 minutes oral presentation based on assigned additional and/or 

supplemental readings. Due on week 5 

 

Final Essay: 

A short (7 to 10 pages) essay that combines your analysis of the assigned book as 

a "Great World Text" with a reflection on the challenges of teaching it to high school 

students. You should address specifically the issue of having had the experience in 

Argentina rather than in the USA. Due on May 13th 

 

Final Evaluation: 

 

All mentors will complete a written survey after the final tutorial class in early 

December. Please offer insight into your GWT experience and any changes you 

think would make the experience better for future mentors.  

 

In addition to all this, all mentors should be prepared to: 

 

o attend weekly school site visits  

o read the assigned tutorial texts 

o participate in tutorial discussions and activities 

 

Grading of Assignments 

The grade for this course will be determined according to the following formula: 

 

Assignments/Activities % of Final Grade Due 

Class reports and Creative 

exercises 
10.00% 

Each class (beginning 

in the 2ndweek) 

Written reflections  20% 
Each class (beginning 

in the 3rd week) 

Participation in tutorial 

discussions 
20.00% 

 

Presentation 20% April 15 to 29 

Final Essay 30% May 13th 

 

Explanation of Grade 

Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 
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Letter Grade Explanation of Grade 

A 

The student makes excellent use of empirical and theoretical 

material and offers well structured arguments in his/her/their 

work and interpretation of the assigned texts. The student 

writes comprehensive essays and his/her/their work shows 

strong evidence of critical thought and extensive reading. 

He/She/They participates very actively in tutorial discussions. 

The student shows strong commitment to his/her/their 

mentoring, develops interesting activities for his/her/ their 

students, and guides them efficiently through their final project. 

B 

The student shows a good understanding of the assigned 

texts.  His/her/their writing assignments are coherent and 

correct but lacks profundity. He/She/They participates in 

tutorial discussions. The student shows commitment to 

his/her/their mentoring but his/her/their lesson plans, activities 

and guidance lack organization or planning. 

C 

Student evidences good understanding, but lacks evidence of 

reflectivity and the ability to apply course content. 

He/She/They seldom participates in tutorial discussions. The 

student commitment to his/her/their mentoring is somehow 

weak and his/her/their lesson plans, activities and guidance 

are not well adjusted to the course content and requirements. 

D 

The work passes because some relevant points are made.  

However, there may be a problem of poor definition, lack of 

critical awareness, and lack of commitment to the mentoring 

activities. 

F 
Plagiarized, did not participate satisfactorily, did not hand in 

work, lack of understanding. 

 

Letter Grades 

Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 

Letter Grade Percent 

A 100-94  

A- 93-90  

B+ 89-87  
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Letter Grade Percent 

B 86-84  

B- 83-80  

C+ 79-77  

C 76-74  

C- 73-70  

D+ 69-67  

D 66-65 

F below 65  

 

Course Materials: 
 

Required Textbooks & Materials 

Seamus Heaney (trans.) The Burial at Thebes. A version of Sophocles’ Antigone 

(text provided by NYUBA/NYU-Gallatin)  

 

Supplemental Readings 

As provided on NYUClasses and/or in class as photocopies.  

-Anne Carson, Antigonick, New York: New Directions, 2012 (Week 4) 

-Cowell Myers, Teaching politics using Antigone (Week 4) 

-Griselda Gambaro, Antígona furiosa, Chicago: Northwestern University Press, 

1992 (Week 5) 

-Jacques Lacan, "The Splendor of Antigone", The Ethic of Psychoanalysis, New 

York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1997 (Optional) 

- Martin, Feminism, Democracy and Antigone Project (Week 3) 

-Sara Uribe, Antígona González, online edition:  

https://poesiamexa.files.wordpress.com/2016/06/antc3adgona-gonzc3a1lez.pdf 

 

Course Schedule 
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Week/ Date Tutorial Sessions & Assigned Readings 
 

 
Wk 1 
March 25 

 
Introduction to the class. Reading The Burial at Thebes. Developing ice-
breakers for the first visit to the school. What's a creative exercise? How 
to plan and manage your time and activities at a classroom. Ice-
breakers. Some ideas.  
 

Wk 2 
April 1 

Spring Break -  No Class-  All GWT should have read the text and 
Martin's article by Wk 3 

 
 
Wk 3 
April 8 

 
FIRST TIME IN THE CLASSROOM - Feedback 
Tragedy as a genre. The concept of the "tragic" in Western culture. The 
many faces of Antigone. Developing analytical and creative exercises 
appropriate for high school EFL student. 
Developing Creative Exercises: Heroines and Heroes. Antigone as a 
feminist. 
Reaction Paper # 1: Write a brief analysis (main topics to discuss 
in class) and creative ideas (exercises) for teaching The Burial at 
Thebes. Relate your reading to Martin's text [500 words] 

 
Wk 4 
April 15 

 
Further analyzing The Burial at Thebes. Relations to Cowell's text and 
Anne Carson's poems 
Developing Creative Exercises: Antigone and Ethics 
Reaction Paper # 2: Relate Cowell's text and Carson's poems to the 
book and to your teaching. 
Oral presentations 1 

 
Wk 5 
April 22 

 
Further analyzing The Burial at Thebes. 
Initiating a comparative dimension: Argentine dictatorship and exile in 
the 70s/80s and its impact on literature. Gambaro's Antígona Furiosa. 
Sara Uribe's Antígona González 
Developing Creative Exercises: Rewriting Antigone in a different genre 
Reaction Paper # 3 on Gambaro's Text and Sara Uribe's poems 
Ideas for your student's final projects. Bring prompts and creative 
ideas. 
Oral presentation 2 

 
Wk 6 
April 29 

Teaching/mentoring The Burial at Thebes. Antigone as symbol. The 
concept of catharsis. Jacques Lacan's analysis of Antigone. Death, 
Splendor and Beauty. 
Ethics vs. moral in the the play. 
Workshop-type analysis and review of creative exercises so far – what 
worked, what didn’t, and what there might be “outside the box” to try. 
Bring concrete examples and production samples to the class. 
Students should be working on final projects. 
Oral presentations 3  
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Wk 7 
May 6 

Teaching/mentoring The Burial at Thebes. Discussion of student's final 
projects.  Bring concrete examples and samples to the class. 
 

Wk 8 
May 13 

Discussion of student's final projects.  Theater Visit (Tentative) 

Wk 9 
May 20 

Exams Week. GWT Evaluation questionnaire + individual 7-page 

essays are due. (electronic submissions only). 

GWT Celebration (tentative) 

  

 

Course Policies 

 
Attendance and Tardiness 

Study abroad at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive 

experience in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in 

discussion-based seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active 

participation of all students. And since classes typically meet once or twice a week, even a 

single absence can cause a student to miss a significant portion of a course. To ensure the 

integrity of this academic experience, class attendance at the centers is mandatory, and 

unexcused absences will be penalized with a two percent deduction from the student’s 

final course grade for every week's worth of classes missed. Students are responsible for 

making up any work missed due to absence. Repeated absences in a course may result in 

harsher penalties including failure. 

Unexcused absences affect students’ grades:  In classes meeting once a week, a 2% 

deduction from the student’s final course grade occurs on the occasion of the first 

unexcused absence.   

Absences are excused only for illness, religious observance, and emergencies.   

Illness: For a single absence, students may be required to provide a doctor’s note, at the 

discretion of the Assistant Directors of Academics.  In the case of two consecutive 

absences, students must provide a doctor’s note.  Exams, quizzes, and presentations will 

not be made up without a doctor’s note.   

Religious Observance:  Students observing a religious holiday during regularly 

scheduled class time are entitled to miss class without any penalty to their grade. This is 

for the holiday only and does not include the days of travel that may come before and/or 

after the holiday. Students must notify their instructor and the Academic Office in writing via 

email one week in advance before being absent for this purpose.  If exams, quizzes, and 

presentations are scheduled on a holiday a student will observe, the Assistant Directors, in 

coordination with the instructor, will reschedule them.   

Please note: if you are unable to attend class, you are required to email your 

professors directly and notify them. 
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Late Assignment 

Late submission or work will be accepted only with justifiable reasons of health or 

family emergency.  

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism 

At NYU, a commitment to excellence, fairness, honesty, and respect within and 

outside the classroom is essential to maintaining the integrity of our community.  

Plagiarism: presenting others' work without adequate acknowledgement of its 

source, as though it were one’s own.  Plagiarism is a form of fraud.  We all stand 

on the shoulders of others, and we must give credit to the creators of the works 

that we incorporate into products that we call our own.  Some examples of 

plagiarism: 

1. a sequence of words incorporated without quotation marks 

2. an unacknowledged passage paraphrased from another's work 

3. the use of ideas, sound recordings, computer data or images created 

by others as though it were one’s own 

4. submitting evaluations of group members’ work for an assigned group 

project which misrepresent the work that was performed by another 

group member 

5. altering or forging academic documents, including but not limited to 

admissions materials, academic records, grade reports, add/drop 

forms, course registration forms, etc. 

For further information, students are encouraged to check: Academic Integrity 
for Students at NYU  

Disability Disclosure Statement 

Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities. Please 

contact the Moses Center for Students with Disabilities (212-998-4980 or 

mosescsd@nyu.edu) for further information. Students who are requesting 

academic accommodations are advised to reach out to the Moses Center as early 

as possible in the semester for assistance. 

Instructor Bio 

Betina González is an Argentine fiction writer. She holds a PhD. in Hispanic 

Literatures from the University of Pittsburgh and a MFA in Bilingual Creative Writing 

from the University of Texas at El Paso. She teaches Creative Writing at the 

University of Buenos Aires, where she also works as a researcher on the practices 
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of reading and writing in different social contexts. In 2006, she was awarded the 

Clarín Prize for Arte menor, her first book and in 2012 she won the Tusquets Award 

for Las poseídas. She has also published América alucinada and El amor es una 

catástrofe natural. She has also published several articles on literary criticism, and 

a book on literature and morals in Nineteenth century Latin America 

(Conspiraciones de esclavos y animales fabulosos, IILI, 2016).  
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