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CAT-UF 9301,  
City as Text: Buenos Aires 

Crisis and Resistance 

Instructor Information 
● Cecilia Palmeiro, PhD
● Office hours by appointment

Course Information 
● CAT-UF 9301
● City as Text: Buenos Aires. Crisis and Resistance.

“City as Text” is a rigorous, 4-credit seminar designed to introduce students to the study away 
environment through an intensive academic program of cultural preparation and local 
immersion. 
“City as Text” imparts students with an introduction to the local character of the city from 
interdisciplinary perspectives that include Arts and Media, Politics, Economics, and the social 
practices of everyday life.  
The course combines lectures with critical excursions, film screening, guest speakers and 
individual meetings with the instructor. The City as Text seminar provides interdisciplinary 
readings and approaches to the students to critically examine place experiences.  
This semester will feature a general election season. Since the 70’s, Argentina has been a 
laboratory for neoliberalism before its globalization, and its social policies of austerity and public 
and private indebtment. Yet these policies were not widely accepted in all sectors of society, 
resulting in times of political struggles and creative forms of resistance. Therefore, Argentina 
has also become a laboratory for social movements as they explore not only how to organize 
and resist the neoliberal agenda, but also to imagine other possible forms of community. At the 
moment, Latin America is the most inequal region in the world, and Argentina has over 30% of 
its population living in extreme poverty as a result of a crisis produced from above in terms of 
devaluation of the currency and cuts on social services and civil rights. The presidential election 
in October will be a keydate in Argentinean history as it will define the immediate future of the 
country (and even the region) in terms either of the continuity of the globalized neoliberal 
arrangement, or an attempt of social transformation from above and from below. The course 
will analize the present political reality focusing on various local problems that relate to the site, 
as well as readings that connect the local site to regional and global issues and discussions. The 
topics covered will focus particularly on the notion of place from the perspective of the present 
experience of crisis and resistance through the following topics: migration, gentrification, social 
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protest and grassroots organizations, art, the youth, education, State terrorism and the politics 
of memory.   
Throughout the course each student will develop an independent research paper that provides 
a theoretical framework and argument within which to analyze their general experiences living 
in Buenos Aires. Students are expected to have read the reading assignments before class and 
be prepared to discuss their opinions based upon the readings in class. 

 
● Tuesdays 15.30-18.45 

○ Class room Lola Mora- ICAPA 

Learning Goals 
•  Understand theoretical conceptions of place and transfer place-based learning into 
new contexts 
•  Develop an interdisciplinary understanding of the local, regional, national, and 
global forces that have shaped the character of the city. 
•  Engage the cultural and social practices of the city through firsthand experiences. 
•  Advance research skills and sharpen ability to analyze and interpret the 

surrounding environment. 
 

  

Course Requirements 

Class Participation 
Attendance and active participation at the Community Excursions, counting 10% of 
total grade 

Participation, counting 30% of total grade (including 2, 10-minutes and 2, 5-minutes oral 
presentations in class). All students are expected to come to class prepared having done the 
week’s reading BEFORE class and ready to discuss and participate. This percentage of the 
grading also includes reflection on the Community Excursions. Students shall also prepare 
readings and questions for classes with guest-speakers. The instructor can hand out specific 
reading tasks for this purpose. 

2 Informal Assignments 

Counting 10% of the total grade 

“Through the Lens” Concentration Assignment (Midterm Essay):  
Counting 20% of the total grade. This assignment allows students to approach their experiential 
study of place through the lens of their Concentration (Politics, Rights and Development, 
Representation and Democracy, Critical Creative Production, Cultural and Social Identities, and 
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Art, Text and Media). Students are welcome to start considering their subjects of interest from 
the very beginning of the course and try to interpret their whole experience of the semester 
“Through the lens”. The assignment may be associated with an excursion or any subject matter 
mentioned in or relevant to the topics covered in class, whereby students would define their 
object of study and investigate a site, space, event, work of art, or place using the critical 
methodologies of their field of concentration. Students are prompted to identify and refine the 
topic of their concentration-based inquiry, with instructor approval and guidance. The 
assignment may be produced in any form of scholarship (digital or print), and it will also take 
the form of a class presentation. 
All “Through the Lens” assignments, in any form, must include approximately 1500 words of 
graded writing. 
Deadline: Tuesday, October 8 at 1.45 pm. (one copy in instructor's box/personally in class, and 
one electronic copy by email to the instructor) 

 

Final Research Project  
Counting 30% of total grade. Students will write a final essay of approximately 8-10 pages 
(2500 words) that focuses on a topic developed by the student with instructor guidance and 
approval and that includes some use and documentation of relevant secondary sources. 
Students submit a short (1 page) proposal well in advance to due date for the essay and 
receive feedback from the instructor before having the topic approved. Students with sufficient 
command of Spanish are encouraged to integrate sources in Spanish. The paper will be due on 
the day the final exam is scheduled. Deadline: Tuesday, December 10 at 1.45 pm. (one copy in 
instructor's box/personally in class, and one electronic copy by email to the instructor) 
 
 
Methodology: 
 
Students should use primary materials as a focus of their inquiry in order to develop a research 
question. Secondary materials should be used to develop both a local and global context. The 
final project should reflect one, or more, of the course’s learning objectives:  
• Seeing present as outcome of past 
• Articulate a clear research question or problem related to place 
• Work with primary materials as evidence related to a place-based research question 
• Understanding archives as valuable research resources 
• Develop a personal research practice for using primary materials in future work 
• Acquire knowledge of diverse cultural communities and global perspectives using secondary 
research to understand a global context 

Grading of Assignments 
Grading policy: Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component results in failure of 
the class. Students’ grades will be determined in accordance with the aforementioned 
assessment components. Grades for written assignments will be determined not only by the 
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substantive quality of the work, but also by their attention to grammar, quality of research and 
analysis. The participation grade will take into account not only the frequency with which 
students speak, but also the quality of their participation and the extent to which it can be said 
that students have read, relied on and comprehended the material.   
 
The grade for this course will be determined according to the following formula: 

Assignments/Activities % of Final Grade 
Class attendance and participation in 
excursions 

10 % 

Participation 30% 

Informal Assignments 10% 

“Through the Lens” Midterm Essay 20% 

Final Research  30% 

Letter Grades 
Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 
 

Letter Grade Percent 

A 100-94  

A- 93-90  

B+ 89-87  

B 86-84  

B- 83-80  

C+ 79-77  

C 76-74  

C- 73-70  

D+ 69-67  

D 
66-65 
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Letter Grade Percent 

F below 65  

 
 

Assessment Expectations 

Letter Grade Explanation of Grade 

A 
Clear evidence of understanding, plus the 
ability to apply knowledge and reflect on the 
student’s own learning 

B 
Evidence of understanding and the ability to 
apply course content, but lacking reflectivity. 

C 
Evidence of good understanding, but lacking 
evidence of reflectivity and the ability to apply 
course content. 

D 
Evidence of understanding in a minimally 
acceptable way, and lacking reflectivity and 
the ability to apply course content. 

F 
Plagiarized, did not participate satisfactorily, 
did not hand in work, lack of understanding 

 
 

Course Schedule 

Topics and Assignments 

Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

Week 1, 8/27 

Classroom 
Session 1: 
Introduction to 
Experiential 
Learning in 
Buenos Aires 
 

  

Week 2 
9/3 

 
 
Critical 
Excursion 1: 

 
Cresswell, Tim., 2008,Place: 
Encountering Geography as 
Philosophy, in Geography, Vol. 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

Plaza de Mayo 
/ Congreso: 
 

93, 2008, pp. 132-139.  
David J. Keeling. "Neoliberal 
Reform and Landscape Change in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina" 
Yearbook. Conference of Latin 
Americanist Geographers. Vol. 25 
(1999), pp. 15-32 

David Harvey. "The right to the 
city"... 

 

 

Week 3, 9/10 
 

 
 
Critical 
Excursion 2: 
Immigration and 
cosmopolitanism 
in Buenos Aires 
(Museum of 
Immigrants) 
 
 
 
 
 

Domingo F. Sarmiento. Civilization and 
Barbarism. Chapter 1.  
Washington Cucurto. "The love 
shaman". Pp. 1-5 
 
  

Assignment: 
Informal writing/ 
blogroll 2: Student 
excursion/Assignment, 
After this session the 
students (paired, or in 
groups) will chose one 
”barrio” in Buenos 
Aires where 
immigrants have a 
strong and visible 
presence. For instance 
China Town, calle 
Armenia, Abasto, or 
Once, and make a 
visit and a write a 
short reflection (1-2 
pages). This reflection 
will be presented in 
class on week 6 
 
 

Week 4, 9/17 

Critical 
Excursion 3: 
Graffiti Tour  
What is street 
art? What is its 
relation with 
politics? In this 
field trip, we will 
visit the south 
part of the city 
and observe its 
street culture.  
 

Rafael Schachter. “The Ugly Truth: 
Street Art, Graffiti and the Creative 
City”, APS(3), pp. 161-176 
 
 

.  
 
 
 

Week 5, 9/24, 
class replaced 

 
Guillerno O’Donnell: “Modernization 
and Military Coups” 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

by lecture 
Estela de 
Carlotto  

 

Week 6, 
10/01 

Classroom 
Sesssion. 
Research 
topics 
 
 
 

 

Students will receive 
instructions for their 
midterm “Through the 
lens” assignment and 
for second 
presentation in class.  

Week 7, 10/8 

Classroom 
Session: 
handing in 
mid-term 
essay + class 
presentations  
 

During class students will make an oral 
individual presentation of their project 
based on a research topic “Through the 
lens” developed by the students for the 
mid-term essay.  

 

Midterm Due 

Week 8, 
semester 
break 10/15 

   

Week 9, 
10/22 

Critical 
Excursion 4: 
Ciudad 
Universitaria 
What does the 
situation look 
like for young 
people in 
Argentina? 
Access to 
studies, to the 
labor market? 
Young people 
engaging in 
politics and in 
current causes. 

 

TBA 

 

Assignment: 
Informal writing:: 
interview a young 
person and write a 
short reflection on 
youth and politics 
in Argentina in the 
context of the 
election to be 
presented in class 
(1 page) 
 

Week 10, 
10/29 
Class 
replaced by 
lecture Miriam 
Lewin 

A feminist 
revolution  

Critical Times, Vol. 1, No. 1, 2018  
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due 

Week 11, 
11/5 

Classroom 
session: 
youth and 
politics. 
Analysis of 
the election 
process 

Students will present their reflection on 
youth and politics, and also will reflect 
on the election process as it is covered 
in the international media 

 

Week 12, 
11/12 

Critical 
Excursion 5: 
Museum of 
Memory 

-Jens Andermann. "Expanded fields: 
Postdictatorship and the Landscape". 
Journal of Latin American Cultural 
Studies, 21:2, 2012, pp. 165-187. 
 -Jens Andermann. "Placing Latin 
American memory: sites and the 
politics of mourning". Memory Studies. 
2015, vol. 8, pp. 3-8 

 

 

 

Week 13, 
11/19 

Critical 
Excursion 6: 
Mutual 
Sentimiento 

Grassroots resistances from 2001 to 
2019. Gago, Verónica. Neoliberalism 
from below. Introduction. 

 

Week 14, 
11/26 

Individual 
Meetings 

  

Week 15, 
12/3 

Classroom 
Session: 
Wrapping up 
City as Text  
+ Final Oral 
Exams 

During this session the students will do 
oral presentations in class (10 
minutes/student) related to their 
research.  
 
Students will also receive preliminary 
guidelines for the EL  course and 
information about the Spring 2020 
internship placements.  

 

Week 16, 
12/10 

Exam week  
Deadline: Hand-in 
final written exam  
 

Course Materials 

Optional Textbooks & Materials 
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●  Nouzeilles, Gabriela, Ed., 2002, The Argentina Reader, Durham: Duke University Press, 
ISBN-10:0471949353, ISBN-13: 978-047194350 
 

Resources 
● Access your course materials: NYU Classes (nyu.edu/its/classes) 
● Databases, journal articles, and more: Bobst Library (library.nyu.edu) 
● Assistance with strengthening your writing: NYU Writing Center 

(nyu.mywconline.com) 
● Obtain 24/7 technology assistance: IT Help Desk (nyu.edu/it/servicedesk) 

Course Policies 

Attendance and Tardiness 
• NYU’s Global Programs (including NYU Buenos Aires) must adhere to a strict policy 

regarding course attendance. No unexcused absences are permitted.  
• Each unexcused absence will be penalized by deducting 1% from the student’s final 

course grade. 
• Absences are only excused if they are due to illness, religious observance or 

emergencies.  
• Absences due to illness or mental health issues must be discussed with the Assistant 

Director for Academics Affairs, within one week of your return to class. 
• A doctor’s note excusing your absence is mandatory.  
• The date on the doctor’s note must be the date of the missed class or exam 
• Being absent to any kind of examination must be informed at or before the time of said 

examination via email to the Assistant Director of Academic Affairs. 
• Requests to be excused for non-illness purposes must be discussed with your professors 

prior to the date(s) in question. (If you want the reasons of your absence to be treated 
confidentially and not shared with your professor, please contact the Assistant Director 
of Academics Affairs. 

• If students have more than four unexcused absences, they will fail the course.  
• Each class lasts one hour and half or two hours. Missing one class represents one 

absence.   For those courses that meet once a week (three-hour block), 
missing one class represents two absences. 

• Students are responsible for making up any work missed due to absence.  
• NYU BA also expects students to arrive to class promptly (both at the beginning and 

after any breaks) and to remain for the duration of the class. Three late arrivals or early 
departures (10 minutes after the starting time or before the ending time) will be 
considered one absence. Missing more than 20 minutes of a class will count as a full 
absence.  

• Please note that for classes involving a field trip or other external visit, 
transportation difficulties are never grounds for an excused absence. It is the student’s 
responsibility to arrive at an agreed meeting point in a punctual and timely fashion.  

• Make-up classes for Holidays are mandatory as regular scheduled classes. 
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Late Assignment 
Late work should be submitted in person to the Assistant Director for Academics Affairs  
during office hours (Mon – Fri, 9.30 am to 5 pm), who will write on the essay or other work 
the date and time of submission, in the presence of the student. Another member of the 
administrative staff can accept the work, in person, in the absence of the Assistant Director for 
Academics Affairs and will write the date and time of submission on the work, as above.  
 
Work submitted within 5 weekdays after the submission time without an agreed extension 
receives a penalty of 10 points on the 100 point scale.  
 
Written work submitted after 5 weekdays after the submission date without an agreed 
extension fails and is given a zero.  
 

Please note end of semester essays must be submitted on time 

Incomplete Grade Policy 

[Insert Policy Here] 

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism 
Academic Honesty is intimately related to the teaching and learning process.  
When writing research papers, you need to keep in mind that plagiarism includes the use of 
another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images or data as though they were your own, 
whether intentionally or unintentionally. It also includes presenting and/or paraphrasing 
discourse or ideas from a published work (in print or on internet) without quotation marks and 
clear without acknowledgment of the original source.  
 
For formatting in your papers, refer to MLA guidelines. 
On matters regarding academic integrity, refer to the section “Academic Standards and 
Discipline” in the College of Arts and Science Bulletin 
http://bulletin.cas.nyu.edu/page/academic.policies#STANDARDS and to “Statement on 
Academic Integrity” in NYU Expository Writing Program: Policies and Procedures: 
http://www.nyu.edu/cas/ewp/html/policies___procedures.html#statementacademicintegrity 
 
All your written work must be submitted as a hard copy AND in electronic form to the instructor. 
 

It is expected that the student follow the rules on academic honesty and intellectual integrity 
established by NYU University 

Disability Disclosure Statement 

Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities. Please contact the Moses 
Center for Students with Disabilities (212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) for further 
information. Students who are requesting academic accommodations are advised to reach out 
to the Moses Center as early as possible in the semester for assistance. 
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Instructor Bio 
Dr Cecilia Palmeiro holds a PhD from the Department of Spanish and Portuguese at Princeton 
University. She specializes on contemporary Latin American cultural studies, with special 
attention to Argentinean and Brazilian literature and gender studies. Her main interests are 
critical theory, intellectual history and the relation between art and politics. She has published a 
range of articles on contemporary Argentinean and Brazilian literature and gender issues, and 
translated contemporary Brazilian literature into Spanish. She is the author of Desbunde y 
felicidad. De la Cartonera a Perlongher (2011, 2019) and editor of Néstor Perlongher's 
correspondence,  Correspondencia (2016). As a writer of fiction, she has published chronicles, 
short stories and the novel Cat Power. La toma de la Tierra (2017). 
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