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Mapping the Americas  

 

SPAN 9411 (In English) 

Fall 2021 
 
If you are enrolled in this course 100% remotely and are not a Go Local/Study Away student 

for NYU Buenos Aires please make sure that you’ve completed the online academic orientation 

via Brightspace so you are aware of site specific support structure, policies and procedures. 

Please contact your study away site  if you have trouble accessing the Brightspace site.  

 

Lecturer Contact Information 
Professor Jens Andermann 

Prerequisites 
None  

Units earned 
4 credits  

Course Details 
 

● Location: Rooms will be posted in Albert before your first class. 
 

● Remote Participants: Your instructor will provide you with the Zoom link via NYU 
Classes. 

● COVID-related details: In the interest of protecting the NYU Buenos Aires community, 
we are closely following CDC guidance around COVID-19 and adjusting our 
recommendations and policies accordingly. Your health and well-being is our top 
priority.  

○ If you are attending in person, you will be assigned a seat on the first day and 
are expected to use that seat for the entire semester due to NYU COVID-19 
safety protocol. Please note that you are expected to attend every class 
meeting in-person; however, this may change during the drop/add period if in-
person student registration increases significantly or at any point during the 
semester if local COVID-19 regulations require additional physical distancing.  

Course Description 
Culturally as well as economically and politically charged ideas of space and place have been 
key to the mapping of the New World since the beginnings of Western colonial expansion. The 
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‘New World’, from this point of view, has in fact often functioned as a heterotopia of the Old. 
Heterotopias, in Michel Foucault’s coinage, are counter-sites that exist within the fabric of 
social or even natural space but that also contest, challenge and invert it. Museums, gardens 
and  hospitals but also boats and colonies are examples of such places that stand out from 
the surrounding spatial order, thus also making the latter ‘readable’ from a marginal point of 
view. In  the Americas, the colonial organization of space also triggered a proliferation of 
‘heterotopic’ sites: from the ‘frontiers’ crossing cities and regions that render transparent the 
violent and contradictory foundations of American societies, to slave cemeteries and prison 
islands, to clandestine torture camps and strip-mined mountains. Yet heterotopias are also 
sites of radical  experimentation and freedom, from Thoreau’s cabin at Walden Pond to urban 
hangouts of  counterculture and sexual dissidence from Tango to Camp. The methodology of 
this course is highly participative, encouraging students to explore physical as well as virtual 
places and to contribute to the production of a dynamic, online-based archive of locations 
under analysis. 

Course Objective 

This course offers students the opportunity  

• to develop an intellectual framework for spatial and cultural analysis drawn from 
critical geography, art and film analysis, ethnography and urban studies   

• to have a hands-on experience with methodologies and digital tools for conducting 
fieldwork and archival research.  

The course is designed to be taught simultaneously at two NYU Global sites –in this case New 
York City and Buenos Aires– even though it can also be taught at only one of these. In its 
networked version, each week, one half of each session, in which both cohorts work 
separately, is spent discussing a particular kind of site, associated with one of Foucault's 
principles of heterotopias, and also including some more general critical and historical 
readings. In the second half of the session, students from both cohorts present and discuss 
with one another the (preliminary) results of their online or on-site research on particular sites 
–some of them linked to individual or collective excursions– which we are also going to feed 
into our course archive, ‘Heterotopology’. The latter includes a geo-tagging plugin that allows 
us to visually link places to students' background research as well as the audiovisual material 
and hyperlinks encountered.  

Coursework also includes critical and historical readings and watching or listening to 
audiovisual materials. Students will learn how to keep field diaries as well as produce 
audiovisual records of on-site research, and to think critically about the editing and curating of 
the documentary and archival content thus generated.  

Assessment Components 
You are expected to attend class in person or remote synchronously. Failure to submit or fulfill 
any required component may result in failure of the class, regardless of grades achieved in 
other assignments. 
 
The course uses a Wordpress platform (‘Heterotopology’:) which includes a Google Maps geo-
tagging plugin. On the Heterotopology platform, students can create posts on particular sites 
and locate these on a map of the Americas. They can also create and integrate into their posts 
a local map indicating different architectural or geographical features of the site, and contribute 
a variety of archival materials, audiovisual content, and critical writings to each post. The 
Heterotopology platform thus allows us to organize and interconnect different kinds of archives 
as well as to represent them spatially through their geo-coordinates displayed on a map. It 
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allows for a comprehensive yet easily understandable representation of the both critical and 
historical approach to places this course wants to foster. See the ‘Heterotopology Manual’ 
circulated with this syllabus for more details and a hands-on introduction to posting and 
mapping on the site. 
 
Over the course of a term, students will: 

  
1. Share their weekly research (online or site-based) in the workshop part of each 

session; 
2. Create their own ‘posts’ on sites of their choice on the Heterotopology platform. 

‘Posts’ usually consist of a summary essay on a site’s principal characteristics and/or 
history (ca. 1500 words) as well as images, archival documents and other audiovisual 
or textual materials either generated by students themselves or sourced from the 
internet. Each ‘posts’ will be indicated through a marker on the general map (‘All 
Sites’) and also includes a ‘local map’ indicating particular features of the site. Over 
the course of term, students can create as many posts as they like but no fewer than 
three posts each; 

3. Contribute to posts generated by their peers: this can be either through additional 
archival materials (images, videos, archival documents) or through weblinks. All of 
these must be included as ‘markers’ on the ‘local maps’ of particular posts. 
Contributions will be made on a weekly basis in much the same way as response 
papers in ‘conventional’ courses; students are also expected to give feedback and 
suggestions to others presenting draft posts during in-class workshops. 

 
Thanks to the archival content and critical commentary generated by students over the course 
of the term, the course will thus gradually build up its own archive, which will be used in 
subsequent iterations of the course. 
 

Heterotopology manual and editing rules 
At the start of classes, students will receive a step-by-step guide on how to create and edit 
posts and maps on the Heterotopology platform. Please ONLY edit posts you yourself have 
created over the course of term. You can edit (i.e. introduce new markers on) all the maps on 
the site, however, try not to interfere with the size and scale of maps created by other users. 
When contributing to other students' posts, please do so either using the 'Comments' function 
or through site-specific markers added on the post's 'local map'. 
 
Grading 
Active participation in class, especially during the Heterotopology project sessions, is key to 
the success of this course, as is active and creative involvement in the research activities 
outlined above. Because there is no final paper or exam, these components will be weighted 
as follows: 
 
Participation and attendance  15% 
Posts (at least 3)   50% (20% each for the best two, 10% for the weaker 
one) 
Weekly contributions   35% 
 
Attendance Policy:   
You can only miss two classes without having it lower your grade.  Each additional 
absence beyond the first will lower your final average by a third of a letter grade, e.g. 
with two total absences, a B would become a B-, or with three total absences, a B would 
become a C+, etc. If you cannot attend class for medical reason a physician’s attest 
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must be submitted. For all other kinds of unavoidable absence you must seek 
authorization from the course lecturer.  
 

Week 1-2: Space and place between nature and culture 
 

Session 1 – Introduction and presentation of syllabus 

Session 2 - Workshop on writing posts, adding and editing media on ‘Heterotopology’ 
blog  

Introducing some of the central concepts and questions of this course, we will read Foucault’s 
seminal essay and Robert Smithson’s 1967 tour of the ‘Monuments of Passaic’ to the epic 
journey of 'poetic discovery' from Tierra del Fuego to Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, 
undertaken by the Amereida group of poets and artists. We shall ask:  

• how are places constructed and maintained through cultural forms?  

• what is their relation to technologies of recording and mapping and to practices of 
social memory?  

• in what ways are ‘heterotopias’ distinct from ‘ordinary places’? 

In the workshop session, students will be introduced to the tools and options available on the 
Heterotopology platform. Students will receive hands-on training in creating and editing post 
as well as in relating these (including their audiovisual media components) to the GoogleMaps 
plugin integrated into the blog, such that their posts will become part of the overall map 
interface that serves as a course archive. In addition to the more specifically software-based 
skills, they will also be introduced to documentary editing and writing skills. 

Introductory readings:  

• Michel Foucault, ‘Of Other Spaces’ 

• Robert Smithson, ‘A Tour of the Monuments of Passaic, New Jersey’ 

• Mário Gomes, "Poetry Must Be Made By All. Not By One: The Poetics of 
Architecture"  

 

Week 3-5:  Heterotopias of crisis / heterotopias of deviance (first principle)  

Crisis heterotopias, for Foucault, are perhaps the most universal kind of heterotopia, referring 
to the way in which societies and collectives resolve situations of stress and transition through 
spatial separation, seclusion and re-integration. Crisis heterotopias, then, could also be 
descred as the spatial-institutional framework of what anthropologists from Arnold van Gennep 
to Victor Turner have described as 'rites of passage' or initiation. Importantly, Foucault also 
tries to capture a historical process from these sites marked out for negotiating and/or resolving 
states of crisis, which he suggests are common to all societies, and the modern Western notion 
of 'deviance' which, he argues, lies at the root of institutions of permanent seclusion and 
interment such as prisons and asylums. We shall ask: how can we use Foucault's notions of 
crisis and deviance heterotopias to shed light on contemporary and historical processes of 
spatial organization centered on the frontier, on the one hand, and on movements of resistance 
and protests that draw on ritual dynamics, such as protest camps and neighborhood 
assemblies? 
 

Session 3 - Zones of exception: the border.  

US/Mexican border (refugios, casas de migrantes, detention camps, the desert) – US 
westward expansion – Argentine and Chilean southward expansion.  
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Special guest: Dani Zelko (artist & poet) 

Workshop on his work Reunion. 

Introductory readings:  

• Giorgio Agamben, ‘Force of Law,’ in State of Exception (U Chicago Press 2005) 

• Jens Andermann, ‘An Essay in Segmentarity: The Desert Campaign,’ The Optic of 
the State. Visuality and Power in Argentina and Brazil (U Pittsburgh Press 2007) 

• Leila Nadir, ‘Poetry, Imagination and the FBI: The Transborder Immigrant Tool,’ 
Hyperallergic, July 23 (2012).  
 

Session 4- Zones of emergence.  

Asambleas barriales (Buenos Aires) – Occupy Wall Street (New York City – Sacred Stone 
Camp, Standing Rock – Anti-Monsanto Camp, Malvinas Argentinas 

Introductory readings:  

• Michael Taussig, ‘I’m So Angry I Made a Sign,’ The Corn Wolf (U Chicago Press 
2017) 

• Colectivo Situaciones, ‘Neighborhood Assemblies,’ in 19&20. Notes for a New Social 
Protagonism (Autonomedia 2002) 
 

Session 5 - : Asylums, prisons, reservations. 

 Isla Martín García (Argentina) — Rykers Island (New York City) — Ilha Grande (Brazil) — 
Indian Territory, Oklahoma (Trail of Tears) 

Introductory readings:  

• Erving Goffman, ‘Characteristics of total institutions,’ in Asylums (Routledge 2007 
[1961]) 

• James L. Dickenson, ‘Nunna Duel Tsuny (The Trail Where They Cried),’ Inside 
America’s Concentration Camps (Lawrence Hill 2010) 

• Mariana Nagy & Alexis Papazian, ‘El campo de concentración de Martín García. 
Entre el control estatal dentro de la isla y las prácticas de distribución de indígenas,’ 
Corpus 2, 1 (2011) 

• Myrian Sepúlveda dos Santos and Yasmin Issa, ‘Madame Satã and the Jails of Ilha 
Grande: an Analysis of Gender Constructs and Sexuality in the Prison System,’ 
Vibrant. Virtual Brazilian Anthropology 14, 2 (2017) 

Session 6 - Workshop on shooting and editing short documentary films and photo essays 
 

Session 7 - The Amazon  

The forest in indigenous cosmology, colonial imagination, the extractive/prospective eye. 
Fordlandia (Brazil) – Serra Pelada goldmine (Brazil) – Sarayaku territory (Ecuador) 

Introductory readings:  

• Horacio Quiroga, ‘El Simún,’ Cuentos de amor, de locura y muerte (1921) 

• Ursula Biemann/Paulo Tavares, Forest Law / Selva jurídica (Video installation and 
catalog, 2014) 

• Ana Pizarro, ‘Las crónicas de viajes: conquistadores y naturalistas,’ in Amazonía: el 
río tiene voces (2009) 
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Candace Slater, ‘Roots of the Rainforest,’ in Entangled Edens: Visions of the Amazon (2001)  

Week 8-9: Juxtaposition (third principle) 

Heterotopias are capable of juxtaposing different times and spaces, symbolizing what once 
was and is no longer there, or even the possibility of transcendental experience, as in 
Churches and other sacred places. The Garden has been, for Foucault as well as for 
contemporary cultural geographers, a particular place created by culture to reproduce or 
contain Nature. In our own present of anthropogenic climate change, the crisis in the 
relationship between Culture and Nature also makes new kinds of heterotopias emerge.  
Almost every heterotopia, however, can share the principle of juxtaposition, signifying several 
places at the same time. In Neoliberal times, a series of spaces of global scale, such as 
shopping centers, malls and popular markets in Latin America, juxtapose the economy and 
the relationships of the market today with spaces of trauma and memory, erasing the history 
below the surfaces.  

 

Session 8 - : Nature and/as history.  

Reserva Ecológica (Buenos Aires) – Time Landscape (New York City – Lower East Side 
Community Gardens – Vieques (Puerto Rico) – Brumadinho (Brazil)  

Introductory readings:  

• Robert Pogue Harrison, Gardens: An Essay on the Human Condition (chapters 4 and 
5)  

• Jens Andermann, "Expanded Fields: Postdictatorship and the Landscape"  

• Steve Brooks/Gerry Marten, 'Green Guerillas: Revitalizing Urban Neighborhoods With 
Community Gardens (New York City, USA)',  

Buenos Aires: excursion to shoreline: Boardwalks, Puerto Madero, Reservations and the 
“beaches” of Buenos Aires, (also visit to Rodrigo Bueno neighborhood). Guided by writer and 
flaneur Maria Sonia Cristoff and professor Gonzalo Aguilar (working at the Housing Projects 
in Buenos Aires) 

NYC: guided tour of the Lower East Side with members of the Museum of Reclaimed Urban 
Space (MORUS), Alphabet City 

 

Session 9 – Markets and Shopping Centers as (anti-)memorials.  

Punta Carretas Shopping (Montevideo), The Oculus (New York City), Feria La Salada (Buenos 
Aires), El Helicoide (Caracas) 

Introductory readings:  

• Susana Draper, ‘Prison-Malls: Architectures of Utopic Regeneration,’ in Afterlives of 
Confinement: Spatial Transitions in Postdictatorship Latin America  

• Arlene Davila. El Mall: The Spatial and Class Politics of Shopping Malls in Latin 
America (selection) 

• Veronica Gago. Neoliberalism from below (selection) 

• Celeste Olalquiaga, ‘Riches to Rags: the Sad Story of Venezuela's Modern Flagship,’ 
in Downward Spiral: El Helicoide's Descent From Mall to Prison 

• Julian D’Angiolillo. Hacerme Feriante (Film, Argentina) 
 

Week 10-11: Heterochronia (fourth principle) 
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Heterotopias can display “slices in time” or heterochonias, places/spaces where time is 
accumulated or behaves in different manner, opposite to this, in a transient and festive way. 
Thus, from memorials to festivities, heterotopias can construct a particular experience of time-
into-space. 
Collective experiences of extreme violence such as the 9/11 attacks in New York City or the 
forms of state terrorism perpetrated by the military dictatorships in Brazil and the Southern 
Cone between the 1960s and 1980s have triggered a proliferation of memorial markings in the 
spaces of city and landscape. In Latin America, at times when official recognition and 
prosecution of state-orchestrated crimes was being delayed or actively aborted by the 
authorities, memory activism would often draw on the power of place. Memorials marking out 
the sites of former centers of clandestine detention and torture have proliferated not just in 
urban centers but also in provincial towns and villages, often on initiative of local activists . 
Memory places introduce a critical fold, a heterotopic interruption, that jams the smooth and 
continuous space of what Susana Draper has called “the architectonics of transition,” referring 
to contemporary forms of urbanization including private condominiums and the conversion into 
shopping malls of former political prisons, as in the case of Punta Carretas, Uruguay, and Buen 
Pastor, Argentina. 

 

Session 10- Museums and trauma sites.  

EX-ESMA (Buenos Aires), 9/11 Memorial (New York City), African Burial Ground (New York 
City) 

Introductory readings:  

• Gonzalo Conte, ‘A Topography of Memory: Reconstructing the Architectures of Terror 
in the Argentine Dictatorship,’ Memory Studies 8, 1 (2015) 

• Andrea E. Frohne, The African Burial Ground in New York City: Memory, Spirituality, 
and Space (selection) 

• Andreas Huyssen, ‘Memory Sites in an Expanded Field: The Memory Park in Buenos 
Aires,’ in Present Pasts: Urban Palimpsests and the Politics of Memory 

• Robert Bevan, ‘Memories in Ruins: 9/11 Memorial Museum by Snøhetta and Davis 
Brody Bond’ 

• Robert Pogue Harrison, ‘The Earth and its Dead,’ in The Dominion of the Dead 
 
Session 11- Festivals, carnivals.  

The celebration of the Pacha Mama, the carnaval and The Anti-Museum as contested 
heterotopia. Travestite Museum. The lost collection.  

Introductory readings:  

• (1) Copacabana (Martin Rejtman, film) 

• (2)  Giuseppe Campuzano. “Transvestite Museum of Peru: Processes of Sexed Art, 
the Political Body, and the Transvestite Nation” 

• (3) Ticio Escobar-Julio Ramos. Los tiempos múltiples : conversación 
con Ticio Escobar 

(4) Davi Kopenawa and Bruce Albert, The Falling Sky. (selection) 
 

Week 12: Semi-permeability, purification (fifth principle) 

Is it possible to analyze parks and reservations as entry points to a modern subjectivity? That 
is, as public space that in order to become “public” implies the dissolution of previous forms of 
being, of  Nature becoming civilized? The history of parks and nature reserves, in both 
Argentina and the United States, was closely tied to frontier wars and the challenges of urban 
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massification. New York’s Central Park and Buenos Aires’ Parque de Palermo were 
centerpieces of urban reform projects that sought to define and ‘civilize’ the city by introducing 
into it an orderly kind of ‘nature’; the first ‘national parks’ at Yosemite, Yellowstone, the Nahuel 
Huapi and Iguazú were at once early attempts at putting a limit to modern industrial expansion 
into pristine nature and the very culmination of the violent conquest of indigenous lands. 
‘National Parks’, in fact, were a means of justifying and accelerating the removal of native 
populations, while indigenous ‘reservations’ also established State control over formerly 
autonomous groups. Today, these struggles over the boundaries of expansion of capitalism 
and the State have become newly relevant as a new wave of extractivism once more 
challenges indigenous land rights and threatens the ecological and cosmological cohesion of 
environments. 

Session 12- Urban and national parks.  

Central Park, New York City, Yellowstone, Nahuel Huapi. 

Introductory readings:  

• Jens Andermann, ‘Estilo austral: paisaje, arquitectura y regionalismo nacionalizador 
en el Parque Nacional Nahuel Huapi,’ Artelogie 10 (2017) 

• Adam Gopnik, ‘Olmsted's Trip: how did a news reporter come to create Central 
Park?’ 

• Mark David Spence, ‘Frist Wilderness: America's Wonderland and Indian Removal 
From Yellowstone National Park’ 

• Emily Wakild, ‘Protecting Patagonia: Science, Conservation and the Pre-History of 
the Nature State on a South American Frontier, 1903-1934,’ in Dispossessing the 
Wilderness: Indian Removal and the Making of the National Park 

• Domingo Faustino Sarmiento, ‘Discurso Inaugural del Parque 3 de Febrero’ 

 

Week 13-14: Spaces of illusion, alternative realities (sixth principle) 

Heterotopias construct an illusion, an order that points to the rest of the spaces, a sort of “real” 
utopia. They can become an otherworldly space, as well as a mirror to the daily lives in every 
culture. 

The fairground is the popular, kitschy and bad-taste mirror-image of the museum: a 
carnivalesque space cleared for freakishness, transgression and licenciousness – yet it has 
also always been in close association with modern displays of scientific marvels and with the 
self-reinforcement of colonial power through the display of cultural others and of the ‘riches’ 
assembled overseas. The ‘Universal Exhibition’ was the equivalent of twentieth-century mass 
culture: the first great American fairs at Philadelphia and Chicago had more visitors than these 
cities inhabitants. Here and at their even larger peers at London and Paris, the ‘national 
pavilions’ and ‘machine halls’ stood side-by-side with the ‘Midways’ and ‘Colonial Villages’ 
where ‘savages’ performed for the enjoyment of fair-goers. New York City’s own 1938 
Universal Exhibition sang the gospel of science and progress – right before the catastrophic 
onslaught of World War II. Amusement parks such as Coney Island, Peronist Argentina’s 
‘Children’s Republic’ or even Disneyland are a late echo of these spectacles of progress, and 
like these they indulge in forms of miniature and the Gigantic. 

Session 13- The fairground.  

República de los Niños (La Plata, Buenos Aires), Disneyland (Anaheim, CA), Coney Island 
(New York City), Countercultural/*trans-queer spaces 

Introductory readings:  

• Priscilla Hobbs, ‘Main Street USA: The Myths of Reassurance and Nostalgia’ 
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• Flavio Rapisardi & Alejandro Modarelli, Fiestas, baños y exilios: los gays porteños en 
la última dictadura (selection) 

• Sean Baker. The Florida Project (Film, USA, 2018) 

Session 14- Colonies and enclaves.  

Jesuit Missions, plantations, quilombos & maroon enclaves, Jewish, Mennonite and other 
religious/political colonies in Latin America 

Introductory readings:  

• Olga Merino & Linda A. Newsom, ‘Jesuit Missions in Spanish America: The Aftermath 
of the Expulsion,’ Yearbook (Conference of Latin Americanist Geographers), Vol. 21 
(1995) 

• S. Eisenstein. Que viva Mexico! (Film, Mexico-Russia, 1932) 

• Carlos Reygadas. Stellet Licht (Film, Mexico, 2007) 

• Edgardo Cozarinsky. Carta a un padre (Film, Argentina, 2013) 

 

Week 15 

Session 15- Final discussion and showcase of student posts. 

In the last week of classes, in a session open to all students of Spanish and Portuguese, we 
will showcase our work produced over the course of term.  
 

Classroom Etiquette 
To optimize the experience in a blended learning environment, please consider the following:  

● Please be mindful of your microphone and video display during synchronous class 
meetings. Ambient noise and some visual images may disrupt class time for you and 
your peers.  

● Please do not eat during class and minimize any other distracting noises (e.g. rustling 
of papers and leaving the classroom before the break, unless absolutely necessary). 

● If you are not using your cell phone to follow the lesson, cell phones should be turned 
off or in silent mode during class time. 

● Make sure to let your classmates finish speaking before you do.  
● If deemed necessary by the study away site (ie COVID related need), synchronous 

class sessions may be recorded and archived for other students to view. This will be 

announced at the beginning of class time. 

● Students should be respectful and courteous at all times to all participants in class. 

Academic Policies 

Grade Conversion 

Your lecturer may use one of the following scales of numerical equivalents to letter grades: 

 
A = 94-100 or 4.0 
A- = 90-93 or 3.7 
B+ = 87-89 or 3.3  
B = 84-86 or 3.0 
B- = 80-83 or 2.7 
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C+ = 77-79 or 2.3 
C = 74-76 or 2.0 
C- = 70-73 or 1.7 
D+ = 67-69 or 1.3 
D = 65-66 or 1.0 
F = below 65 or 0 

Attendance Policy 
Studying at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive experience, 
in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in discussion-based 
seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active participation of all students. 
And since classes typically meet once or twice a week, even a single absence can cause a 
student to miss a significant portion of a course. To ensure the integrity of this academic 
experience, class attendance at the centers, or online through NYU Brightspaces if the course 
is remote synchronous/blended, is expected promptly when class begins. Attendance will be 
checked at each class meeting. If you have scheduled a remote course immediately 
preceding/following an in-person class, you may want to write to NYU Buenos Aires to see if 
you can take your remote class at the Academic Center. 
 
As soon as it becomes clear that you cannot attend a class, you must inform your professor 
and/or the Academics team by e-mail immediately (i.e. before the start of your class). 
Absences are only excused if they are due to illness, Moses Center accommodations, religious 
observance or emergencies. Your professor or site staff may ask you to present a doctor's 
note or an exceptional permission from an NYU Staff member as proof. Emergencies or other 
exceptional circumstances that you wish to be treated confidentially must be presented to staff. 
Doctor's notes must be submitted in person or by e-mail to the Academics team, who will inform 
your professors. 
 
Unexcused absences may be penalized with a two percent deduction from the student’s final 
course grade for every week's worth of classes missed, and may negatively affect your class 
participation grade. Four unexcused absences in one course may lead to a Fail in that course. 
Being more than 15 minutes late counts as an unexcused absence. Furthermore, your 
professor is entitled to deduct points for frequently joining the class late. 
 
Exams, tests and quizzes, deadlines, and oral presentations that are missed due to illness 
always require a doctor's note as documentation. It is the student's responsibility to produce 
this doctor's note and submit it to site staff; until this doctor's note is produced the missed 
assessment is graded with an F and no make-up assessment is scheduled. In content classes, 
an F in one assignment may lead to failure of the entire class. 
 
Regardless of whether an absence is excused or not, it is the student's responsibility to catch 
up with the work that was missed. 

Final exams  
Final exams must be taken at their designated times. Should there be a conflict between your 
final exams, please bring this to the attention of the Academics team. Final exams may not be 
taken early, and students should not plan to leave the site before the end of the finals period. 

Late Submission of Work 
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(1) Work submitted late receives a penalty of 2 points on the 100 point scale for each day 
it is late (including weekends and public holidays), unless an extension has been 
approved (with a doctor's note or by approval of NYU SITE Staff), in which case the 2 
points per day deductions start counting from the day the extended deadline has 
passed. 

(2) Without an approved extension, written work submitted more than 5 days (including 
weekends and public holidays) following the submission date receives an F. 

(3) Assignments due during finals week that are submitted more than 3 days late 
(including weekends and public holidays) without previously arranged extensions 
will not be accepted and will receive a zero. Any exceptions or extensions for work 
during finals week must be discussed with the Site Director.  

(4) Students who are late for a written exam have no automatic right to take extra time or 
to write the exam on another day. 

(5) Please remember that university computers do not keep your essays - you must save 
them elsewhere. Having lost parts of your essay on the university computer is no 
excuse for a late submission. 

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism 

As the University's policy on "Academic Integrity for Students at NYU" states: "At NYU, a 
commitment to excellence, fairness, honesty, and respect within and outside the classroom is 
essential to maintaining the integrity of our community. By accepting membership in this 
community, students take responsibility for demonstrating these values in their own conduct 
and for recognizing and supporting these values in others." Students at Global Academic 
Centers must follow the University and school policies. 
 
NYU takes plagiarism very seriously; penalties follow and may exceed those set out by your 
home school. Your lecturer may ask you to sign a declaration of authorship form, and may 
check your assignments by using TurnItIn or another software designed to detect offences 
against academic integrity.  

The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images, or data as though 
they were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of 
plagiarism. It is also an offense to submit work for assignments from two different courses 
that is substantially the same (be it oral presentations or written work). If there is an 
overlap of the subject of your assignment with one that you produced for another course 
(either in the current or any previous semester), you MUST inform your professor. 
 
For guidelines on academic honesty, clarification of the definition of plagiarism, examples 
of procedures and sanctions, and resources to support proper citation, please see: 

NYU Academic Integrity Policies and Guidelines  
 
NYU Library Guides  

Inclusivity Policies and Priorities 
 

SAMPLE SYLLABUS

http://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html
http://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html
http://nyu.libguides.com/content.php?pid=123054&sid=1057581
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NYU’s Office of Global Programs and NYU’s global sites are committed to equity, diversity, 

and inclusion. In order to nurture a more inclusive global university, NYU affirms the value of 

sharing differing perspectives and encourages open dialogue through a variety of 

pedagogical approaches. Our goal is to make all students feel included and welcome in all 

aspects of academic life, including our syllabi, classrooms, and educational activities/spaces. 

Attendance Rules on Religious Holidays 
Members of any religious group may, without penalty, excuse themselves from classes when 
required in compliance with their religious obligations. Students who anticipate being absent 
due to religious observance should notify their lecturer AND NYU SITE’s Academics Office in 
writing via e-mail one week in advance. If examinations or assignment deadlines are scheduled 
on the day the student will be absent, the Academics Office will schedule a make-up 
examination or extend the deadline for assignments. Please note that an absence is only 
excused for the holiday but not for any days of travel that may come before and/or after the 
holiday. See also University Calendar Policy on Religious Holidays 

 

Pronouns and Name Pronunciation (Albert and Zoom) 

Students, staff, and faculty have the opportunity to add their pronouns, as well as the 
pronunciation of their names, into Albert. Students can have this information displayed to 
faculty, advisors, and administrators in Albert, NYU Classes, the NYU Home internal directory, 
as well as other NYU systems.  Students can also opt out of having their pronouns viewed by 
their instructors, in case they feel more comfortable sharing their pronouns outside of the 
classroom. For more information on how to change this information for your Albert account, 
please see the Pronouns and Name Pronunciation website. 
 
Students, staff, and faculty are also encouraged, though not required, to list their pronouns, 
and update their names in the name display for Zoom. For more information on how to make 
this change, please see the Personalizing Zoom Display Names website. 

Moses Accommodations Statement 

Academic accommodations are available for students with documented and registered 
disabilities. Please contact the Moses Center for Student Accessibility (+1 212-998-4980 or 
mosescsd@nyu.edu) for further information. Students who are requesting academic 
accommodations are advised to reach out to the Moses Center as early as possible in the 
semester for assistance. Accommodations for this course are managed through NYU [SITE]. 

 

Bias Response 

The New York University Bias Response Line provides a mechanism through which members 
of our community can share or report experiences and concerns of bias, discrimination, or 
harassing behavior that may occur within our community. 
 
Experienced administrators in the Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO) receive and assess 
reports, and then help facilitate responses, which may include referral to another University 

SAMPLE SYLLABUS

http://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/university-calendar-policy-on-religious-holidays.html
https://www.nyu.edu/students/student-information-and-resources/registration-records-and-graduation/forms-policies-procedures/pronouns-and-name-pronunciation.html
https://www.nyu.edu/life/information-technology/communication-and-collaboration/email-and-communication/nyu-zoom/personalizing-nyu-zoom-display-names.html
mailto:mosescsd@nyu.edu


NYU Buenos Aires  

13 

school or unit, or investigation if warranted according to the University's existing Non-
Discrimination and Anti-Harassment Policy. 
 
The Bias Response Line is designed to enable the University to provide an open forum that 
helps to ensure that our community is equitable and inclusive. 
 
To report an incident, you may do so in one of three ways: 

● Online using the Web Form (link) 

● Email: bias.response@nyu.edu 

● Phone: 212-998-2277 

 

SAMPLE SYLLABUS

https://nyu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_55x3HRqPYDsI0uN
mailto:bias.response@nyu.edu



