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NYU Buenos Aires 
Health Policy in a Global World 

UGPH-GU 9040 
 

Instructor Information 
● Martin G Langsam, MSc, PhD candidate 
● 15 6 5051202  
● Office hours by appointment 
● ml6060@nyu.edu 

Course Information 
This course introduces students to key concepts in health policy formation, implementation 
and evaluation in a global context. Using a comparative lens, students explore organization, 
financing and delivery of health care services and health systems around the world and 
examine the role of governmental, private, and non-profit agencies in delivering health care 
and other services. The course is multidisciplinary, employing public policy, sociological, 
political science, economic, and ethical perspectives. The overall goal is to build an 
understanding of the fundamental ideas, issues, and problems currently debated in global 
health policy and management and to provide a foundation for future studies and careers in 
the global health field. Epidemiology in a Global World and Health and Society in a Global 
Context are recommended but not required pre-requisites for the course 
 
• Pre-Requisite: No pre -requisite 
• Thursdays: 1:45-5:00pm 
• V. Ocampo Room, NYU BA 

Course Overview and Goals 

Upon Completion of this Course, students will be able to: 
• Discuss the ways in which public policy decisions affect health care and health 

outcomes 

• Understand the fundamentals of evidence-based public health 

• Develop health information search strategies  

• Identify the major components of health care systems 
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•  Describe how social, economic, and political factors affect health insurance and payment 
systems, access to and utilization of healthcare, and the supply, training, and 
remuneration of health care providers 

• Discuss frameworks and ethical and quality issues that arise in assessing health care 
provision and system performance 

• Explore the interactions between global health policies and global burden of disease 

• Use publicly available data sources to describe and discuss outcomes and features of 
health care systems across the world 

• Compare the health system features (OECD countries and developing countries) and 
discuss their implications 

Course Requirements 
This class includes many class exercises that are designed to be completed within class, 
within groups. Some class exercises or activities may include asking you to summarize some 
key points of the readings, or participate in a policy debate where one group has to argue in 
favor or against a particular policy or relevant health issue, so be prepared.  In addition, 
several class exercises have homework assignments attached to these class exercises that 
must be completed after the class and that will make use of the class discussion.  
 
Assignments  
A series of assignments (2000 words) will be due during the course. They will be guided 
discussions about some key points of the readings 

Final Exam 
This course requires a final paper. You may select a health policy and management issue of 
your choice (for instance, infectious diseases, maternal mortality, malnutrition, NCDs burden, 
behavioral and lifestyle risks, diabetes, health system reform), a country, and a population for 
your paper. Some examples of possible topics are “Challenges and Strategies for improving 
emergency care for reducing maternal mortality in selected LA countries”, “The HIV/AIDS 
Outbreak and Epidemic in Argentina and the United States”, or “Challenges and Strategies for 
reducing domestic violence in Argentina”. Your paper should use articles we reviewed in class 
in addition to the additional sources you find. A bibliography of at least 10 sources identified by 
you (not assigned in class) must accompany the paper. Additional sources that appear on this 
syllabus may also be included. A one page concept idea with a brief background and the 
specific aims, as well as the preliminary bibliography of the sources you plan to use is due by 
October 6th and is worth 15% of your grade. 

The final paper should be 8-10 double spaced pages in length, with formatted references and a 
bibliography that makes use of Endnote, Refworks or another bibliographic software available 
from the library website. IF YOU HAVE NOT USED THESE BEFORE, PLEASE FAMILIARIZE 
YOURSELVES WITH THE SOFTWARE EARLY IN THE SEMESTER. Bibliography and 
references are not included in the page limit. Papers must use 12 point font, include one inch 
margins on top and bottom, half- inch on the side. Pages must be numbered, cover page should 
include student’s name, N number, and date. Papers are due via email on Tuesday December 
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12th, before 2pm. Late papers will not be accepted, unless you have prior approval from your 
instructor". No exceptions. On December 7th session, students will present their project to the 
class (ppt suggested). Each presentation should take 10’ with 5’for Q&A 

Grading of Assignments 
The grade for this course will be determined according to the following formula: 
 

Assignments/Activities % of Final Grade Due 
Short Assignments (4) 40  

Paper outline 15 Oct  25th 

Final paper  35 Dec 13th 

Class participation 10  

Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component results in failure of the class 

 

Letter Grades 
Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 

Letter Grade Explanation of Grade 

A 

The student makes excellent use of empirical and theoretical 
material and offers well structured arguments in his/her work.  
The student writes comprehensive essays / exam questions 
and his/her work shows strong evidence of critical thought 
and extensive reading. 

B 
The candidate shows a good understanding of the problem 
and has demonstrated the ability to formulate and execute a 
coherent research strategy. 

C 
Work is acceptable and shows a basic grasp of the research 
problem.  However, the work fails to organize findings 
coherently and is in need of improvement. 

D 
The work passes because some relevant points are made.  
However, there may be a problem of poor definition, lack of 
critical awareness, poor research. 
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Letter Grade Explanation of Grade 

F 
The work shows that the research problem is not understood; 
there is little or no critical awareness and the research is 
clearly negligible. 

Letter Grades 
Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 

Letter Grade Percent 

A 100-94  

A- 93-90  

B+ 89-87  

B 86-84  

B- 83-80  

C+ 79-77  

C 76-74  

C- 73-70  

D+ 69-67  

D 66-65 

F below 65  

Note: grades with .5 will be round up and less than .5 will be round down. Ex.: 93.5 is an A, 
while 93.4 is an A-. 

Course Schedule 

Topics and Assignments 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment 
Due 

Week 1  

 

[Aug 30th] 

 

Introduction to the 
Course 

Overview: Public 
policy, Health Policy, 
Politics , Systems and 
Services 

 

:  

 

• Jamison, D. T., Summers, 
L. H., Alleyne, G., Arrow, K. 
J., Berkley, S., Binagwaho, 
A., & Ghosh, G. (2013). 
Global health 2035: a world 
converging within a 
generation. The Lancet, 
382(9908), 1898-1955. 

• World Health Report. WHO 
2000. Chapter 1-2 

 

Give out 
Assignment 
#1: 

 Discuss 
Jamison et al 
paper  

 

Week 2 

 

[Sept 6th] 

 

Social determinants 
of health: 
inequalities and 
equity 

. 

 

• Jamison, D. T., Summers, 
L. H., Alleyne, G., Arrow, K. 
J., Berkley, S., Binagwaho, 
A., & Ghosh, G. (2013). 
Global health 2035: a world 
converging within a 
generation. The Lancet, 
382(9908), 1898-1955. 

• Marmot, M. (2005). Social 
determinants of health 
inequalities. The Lancet, 
365(9464), 1099-1104. 

• Barreto, M. L. (2017). 
Health inequalities: a global 
perspective. Ciência & Saúde 
Coletiva, 22(7), 2097-2108 

 



Page 6 

Week 3 

[Sept 13th ] 
The politics of public 
health policy 

Public Health services 
and evidence based 
interventions 

 

Exercise: Health 
information search 
strategies   

Guest Lecturer:  

Mg Martín di Marco 
(UNLa-CONICET) 

 

• Oliver, T. R. (2006). The 
politics of public health 
policy. Annu. Rev. Public 
Health, 27, 195-233. 

• Rabadán-Diehl, C. Linking 
Evidence to Policy in Latin 
America. Science and 
diplomacy, 6(2). 2017  

• Andrew D Oxman, John N 
Lavis, Simon Lewin and Atle 
Fretheim: SUPPORT Tools 
for evidence-informed health 
Policymaking (STP) 1: What 
is evidence-informed 
policymaking? Health 
Research Policy and 
Systems 2009, 7(Suppl 1):S1 

 

Assignment #1 
due 

 

 

Give out 
Assignment 
#2: 

Health 
information 
search and use 

Week 4 

[Sept 20th ] 

 

No class 

Make-up 
class To 
be 
confirmed 

 

 Make-up Lecture to 
be confirmed 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 5 

 

[Sept 27th ] 

Access to health 
care 

 

 

• Savedoff D et al. Political 
and economic aspects of the 
transition to universal health 
coverage. Lancet 2012; 380: 
924–32 

• Jahangir E, Irazola V, 
Rubinstein A (2012) Need, 
Enabling, Predisposing, and 
Behavioral Determinants of 
Access to Preventative Care 
in Argentina: Analysis of the 
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National Survey of Risk 
Factors. PLoS ONE 2012; 
7(9):  

Week 6 

 

[Oct 4th ] 

 

 

 

 

Health care services: 
levels of care  

Exercise: Primary care 
vs. Secondary care 

 

 

 

• Starfield B. Balancing 
Health needs, Services and 
Technology. Oxford 
University press 1998. 
Chapter 4-6  

• Starfield B, Shi L, Macinko 
J. Contribution of Primary 
Care to Health Systems and 
Health. The Milbank 
Quarterly, Vol. 83, No. 3, 
2005 (pp. 457–502) 

 

Assignment #2 
due 

 

Give out 
Assignment# 
3:  

Concept note 
and outline of 
the final paper 

Week 7 

 

[Oct 19th ] 

Health care 
financing (health 
markets, insurance 
schemes, health 
systems) 

 

 

 

• World Health Report 2000. 
Who pays for health systems. 
Chapter 5.  

• World Health Report 2010. 
Health systems financing: 
The path to universal 
coverage 

 

Week 8 

Oct 15th-
21st  

 

 

Semester Break 

  

Week 9 

 

 [ Oct 25th ] 

 

Institutional 
framework of PAHO 
cooperation in Latin 
America, its 
historical 
perspective and its 
current and future 
challenges 

 

 

• Alma-Ata Declaration. 
WHO, 1978. 

• Ottawa Charter for Health 
Promotion. WHO, 1986. 

• Rio Political Declaration 
on Social Determinants of 
Health. WHO, 2011. 

Assignment# 
3: due 
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Visit to PAHO 
Headquarters in 
Argentina 

 

• Frenk, J., & Moon, S. 
(2013). Governance 
challenges in global 
health. New England Journal 
of Medicine, 368(10), 936-
942. 

 

Week 10 

 

[Nov 1st ] 

Health care systems 
in developed and 
developing 
countries: 
comparisons and 
performance 
indicators 

 

 

 

 

• Schoen C. et al. Access, 
Affordability, and Insurance 
Complexity Are Often Worse 
In The United States 
Compared To Ten Other 
Countries. 
10.1377/hlthaff.2013.0879. 
Health Affairs 32,no. 12 
(2013): 2205–2215 

• Blumenthal D. The 
Affordable Care Act at 5 
Years. N Eng J Med 2015. 
372;25.  

• Mills A. Health Care 
Systems in Low- and Middle-
Income Countries. N Engl J 
Med 2014;370:552-7. 

• Macinko J, Harris M. 
Brazil’s Family Health 
Strategy: Delivering 
Community-Based Primary 
Care in a Universal Health 
System. N Eng J Med 2015. 
372;23 

 

 

Give out 
Assignment# 4 

 Exercise on 
health system 
comparisons 
Schoen et al., 
2013 

 

Week 11 

 

[Nov 8th ] 

 

Global Health Policy 
and infectious 
diseases 

 

 

• Piot, P., & Quinn, T. C. 
(2013). Response to the 
AIDS pandemic—a global 
health model. New England 

Assignment # 
4: due 
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Guest Lecturer:  

Leonor Nusblat 
(ANLIS-UBA) 

 

Exercise on Global 
Health Policy and 
maternal and child 
health.  

 

Journal of Medicine, 368(23), 
2210-2218. 

• Belli, P. C., Bustreo, F., & 
Preker, A. (2005). Investing 
in children's health: what are 
the economic benefits?. 
Bulletin of the World Health 
Organization, 83(10), 777-
784.  

 

 

Week 12 

 

[Nov 15th ] 

 

Global Health Policy 
and non 
communicable 
diseases 

 

Visit to Mundo Sano 
Foundation Office in 
Argentina 

 

 

 

 

• Hunter, D. J., & Reddy, K. 
S. (2013). Non-
communicable diseases. 
New England Journal of 
Medicine, 369(14), 1336-
1343. 

• Brownell K et al. The 
Public Health and Economic 
Benefits of Taxing Sugar-
Sweetened Beverages. N 
Eng J Med 2009: 361;16 

• Block J. A substantial tax 
on sugar sweetened drinks 
could help reduce obesity. 
BMJ 2013;347 

Give out 
Assignment# 
5:  

Global health 
policies and 
NCDs 

 

Week 13 

 

[Nov 22nd ]  

Global Health 
Governance: from 
MDGs to SDGs  

Millennium 
Development goals 
and Sustainable 
development goals 

 

 

 

• Frenk, J., & Moon, S. 
(2013). Governance 
challenges in global 
health. New England Journal 
of Medicine, 368(10), 936-
942. 

• McCoy, D., Chand, S., & 
Sridhar, D. (2009). Global 
health funding: how much, 
where it comes from and 
where it goes. Health policy 
and planning, 24(6), 407-417 

Assignment# 
5: due 
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Course Materials 

Supplemental Textbooks & Materials  
(Not required to purchase; available in NYU BA Library) 

● “Textbook of Global Health 4E" by Birn, Pillay, and Holtz Ward, J. (2015).  
 

Exercise: Policy 
debates on sweetened 
sugary beverages 

 

• UNDP (2016) UNDP 
Policy and programme brief  
undp support to the 
implementation of the 2030 
agenda for sustainable 
development 

• UNDP (2016) From de 
MDGs to sustainable 
development for all lessons 
from 15 years of practice  

Week 14 

 

[Nov 29th ] 

Ethical Issues on 
health and health 
care  

Guest Lecturer:  
Laura Belli (FFyL-UBA)  
 
Discussion of final 
paper 

• Beauchamp, T. L., & 
Walters, L. (1982). 
Contemporary issues in 
bioethics. 

• Cookson R. Principles of 
Justice in health care 
Rationing. Journal of Medical 
Ethics 2000;26:323–329 

 

Week 15 

 

[Dec 6th ] 

 

Oral presentation of 
final papers 

 

  

 

Week 16  

 

EXAM 
WEEK  

 

[Dec 13thh ] 

 

Hand in of final 
presentations (must 
be submitted to the 
professor in print and 
also as electronic 
copy to 
mlangsam@nyu.edu ) 
by Dec 13th noon. 

  

mailto:mlangsam@nyu.edu
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Course Policies 

Attendance and Tardiness 
• Study abroad at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive 

experience in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in 
discussion-based seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active 
participation of all students. And since classes typically meet once or twice a week, even 
a single absence can cause a student to miss a significant portion of a course. To ensure 
the integrity of this academic experience, class attendance at the centers is mandatory, 
and unexcused absences will be penalized with a two percent deduction from the 
student’s final course grade for every week's worth of classes missed. Students are 
responsible for making up any work missed due to absence. Repeated absences in a 
course may result in harsher penalties including failure. 

• Unexcused absences affect students’ grades:  In classes meeting once a week, a 

• 2% deduction from the student’s final course grade occurs on the occasion of the first 
unexcused absence.   

• Absences are excused only for illness, religious observance, and emergencies.   

Illness: For a single absence, students may be required to provide a doctor’s note, at the 
discretion of the Assistant Directors of Academics.  In the case of two consecutive absences, 
students must provide a doctor’s note.  Exams, quizzes, and presentations will not be made up 
without a doctor’s note.   

Religious Observance:  Students observing a religious holiday during regularly scheduled 
class time are entitled to miss class without any penalty to their grade. This is for the holiday 
only and does not include the days of travel that may come before and/or after the holiday. 
Students must notify their instructor and the Academic Office in writing via email one week in 
advance before being absent for this purpose.  If exams, quizzes, and presentations are 
scheduled on a holiday a student will observe, the Assistant Directors, in coordination with the 
instructor, will reschedule them.   

Please note:  if you are unable to attend class, you are required to email your professors 
directly and notify them. 

Late Assignment 
Late submission or work will be accepted only with justifiable reasons of health or family 
emergency.  

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism 
At NYU, a commitment to excellence, fairness, honesty, and respect within and outside the 
classroom is essential to maintaining the integrity of our community.  

Plagiarism: presenting others' work without adequate acknowledgement of its source, as 
though it were one’s own.  Plagiarism is a form of fraud.  We all stand on the shoulders of 
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others, and we must give credit to the creators of the works that we incorporate into products 
that we call our own.  Some examples of plagiarism: 

 a sequence of words incorporated without quotation marks 
 an unacknowledged passage paraphrased from another's work 
 the use of ideas, sound recordings, computer data or images created by others 

as  though it were one’s own 
 submitting evaluations of group members’ work for an assigned group project 

which misrepresent the work that was performed by another group member 
 altering or forging academic documents, including but not limited to admissions 

materials, academic records, grade reports, add/drop forms, course registration 
forms, etc. 

For further information, students are encouraged to check www.nyu.edu/about/policies-
guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html 

Disability Disclosure Statement 
Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities. Please contact the 
Moses Center for Students with Disabilities (212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) for further 
information. Students who are requesting academic accommodations are advised to reach out 
to the Moses Center as early as possible in the semester for assistance. 

 
Instructor Bio 
Martin Langsam holds a degree in Sociology, with a minor in Economic Sociology from the 
University of Buenos Aires (UBA) He then did postgraduate studies in Economics and Public 
Policy (Torcuato di Tella University, Argentina). In 2002 he obtained his MSc in Public Policy in 
Latin America at Oxford University, United Kingdom. He then continued his studies for the PhD 
in Political Science at Oxford University until 2007 (pending dissertation). 

He has been a consultant for several international organizations (WB, IDB, UNDP, ECLAC), 
developing his tasks in the national public sphere (National Institute of Public Administration, 
Ministry of Economy and Public Finance and Ministry of Health). He has also participated in 
several research projects in the United Kingdom (Oxford University-European Commission and 
Fischer Family Trust) and in Argentina (Fundación YPF-UdeSA) 

Between 2010 and 2017 he has been full time researcher, professor and Secretary of Science 
and Technology at Isalud University. From this institution he has developed research and 
consulting projects on public health issues in collaboration with different agencies and programs 
in Argentina (Plan Nacer,  Programa Remediar, Health Economics Office at the Ministry of 
Health, Health Promotion and Prevention of Non-communicable diseases at the Ministry of 
Health, the Mercosur Health Policy Observatory, the National Health Research Commission and 
the National Cancer Institute. 

mailto:mosescsd@nyu.edu
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