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Course Title 

Global Connections – Berlin Spaces 

Course Number 
SCA-UA 9634 

Spring 2020 

Syllabus last updated on: 9-Dec-2019 

Lecturer Contact Information 
TBA

Course Details 
Monday, 2:00pm to 4:45pm 

Location: Rooms will be posted in Albert before your first class. Please double check whether 
your class takes place at the Academic Center (BLAC – Schönhauser Allee 36, 10435 Berlin) 
or at St. Agnes (SNTA – Alexandrinenstraße 118–121, 10969 Berlin).  

Prerequisites 
none 

Units earned 
4 

Course Description 
This course examines current urban development in Berlin and its connections to worldwide 
phenomena. It focuses on the politics of urban development and the ways in which different 
social groups appropriate urban space and constitute place-specific identities.  

The course uses the city of Berlin with its multiple layers of history as a laboratory for 
contemporary urban research with historical, empirical and theoretical material. Students will 
be introduced to useful methods of research, contemporary discourses, central concepts and 
key thinkers in the field. The following topics will be covered: citizen participation, urban social 
movements, urban commons, urban citizenship, housing, gentrification, placemaking, the 
‘creative city’, migration, urban tourism and city marketing. 

Course Objective 
This course is based on theoretical approaches, debates and personal observations. At the 
end of this course you will: 



 

2 

− have the tools to analyze, to “read and see” Berlin and other cities; 
 
− be familiar with common terms in urbanism and will know how to use them properly; 
 
− be able to link your everyday life experience to the academic discourse on cities. 

Assessment Components 
 

Active class participation: 10% 
Weekly reading responses*: 20% 
Midterm exam** (session 7): 10% 
Individual research paper***, 3,000-3,500 words (session 14): 35% 
Final exam**** (session 15): 25% 

*Readings/Assignments 
Every session is accompanied by readings. Papers can be accessed on NYU library services. 
Students are expected to prepare readings in depth and be able to discuss them in class. Any 
additional reading will be marked as such. Please send a one-page summary (per reading) to 
your professor by Friday before class via NYU Classes. 

**Midterm exam 
Session 7 is an exam, in which students will be asked to answer comprehension questions 
and integrate readings and lectures from all 6 previous sessions (120 minutes). 

***Individual research paper 
Particular attention should be paid when choosing the subject, conducting the research and 
composing the essay (3,000 - 3,500 words). Additional essay guides and grading criteria can 
be found under NYU Classes/Syllabus. 
The composition will take place in two parts: You are expected to deliver a draft of your essay 
by Session 7 (1,500 - 2,000 words) via NYU Classes. This can still be explorative in style, but 
your research question(s), your research method(s), literature review, your preliminary case 
study observations, link to the course content, references and preliminary findings should 
already be clear. Your final essay, due by Session 14, will elaborate the preliminary one (3,000 
- 3,500 words) and should be sent via NYU Classes. 

****Final exam 
The last session is an exam in which students will be asked to answer comprehension 
questions and integrate readings and lectures from all sessions (120 minutes). 

Failure to submit or fulfill any required component may result in failure of the class, regardless 
of grades achieved in other assignments. 

Required Text(s) 
Electronic Resources (via NYU Classes / NYU Library). Required texts are listed under each 
session. 
 
[Enter titles of books that are not available electronically and need to be purchased by your 
students here.] 
 
One copy of each book is kept in the Reading Room of NYU Berlin's Academic Center, for you 
to read in the center but not to take out. 
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Please follow this link for the NYU Berlin Library Catalogue or the link on NYU Berlin's website 
(Academics/Facilities & Services). 

Supplemental Text(s) (not required to purchase) 
• Bernt, M., Grell, B., & Holm, A. (Eds.) (2014), The Berlin reader: A compendium on 

urban change and activism. Bielefeld, transcript Verlag. 
 

• Colomb, C. (2013), Staging the New Berlin: Place marketing and the politics of urban 
reinvention post-1989. Oxford: Routledge. 

 
• Hannigan, J., & Richards, G. (Eds.). (2017). The SAGE Handbook of New Urban 

Studies. SAGE. 
 

• LeGates, R. T., & Stout, F. (Eds.) (2015), The city reader. Oxford: Routledge. 
 

• Soja, E. W. (2000), Postmetropolis. Critical studies of cities and regions, MA & 
Oxford: Blackwell. 

Internet Research Guidelines 
to be discussed in class 

Additional Required Equipment 
none 

Session 1 – Feb 3  
Introduction to the course. Introduction to Berlin. 
Main concepts: Urban studies, urban planning, urban geography, urban sociology, 
urban anthropology, etc. 
Individual research/essay: List of possible general topics. 

Session 2 – Feb 10 
 Berlin after the Wall. 

Main concepts: Neoliberalism 
Key thinkers: David Harvey 
Methods: How to do online research. 
Individual research/essay: First ideas on possible general topics. Request office hours. 
Readings: 

• Häussermann, H., & Strom, E. (1994). Berlin: the once and future capital. International 
Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 18(2), 335-346. 

• Schmoll, F. (1990). Metropolis Berlin? Prospects and problems of post‐November 1989 

urban developments. International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 14(4), 
676-686. 

• Harvey, D. (1989). From managerialism to entrepreneurialism: the transformation in 
urban governance in late capitalism. Geografiska Annaler: Series B, Human 
Geography, 71(1), 3-17. 

Session 3 – Feb 17 
 Urban renewal in Berlin. 

http://nyu.mlasolutions.com/m5/catalog/(S(pauas35xlx0val4gkx2hv0zz))/Default.aspx?internal=1&installation=berlin
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Main concepts: Gentrification 
Key thinkers: Neil Smith 
Individual research/essay: Choice of general topic. 
Readings:  

• Bernt, M. and Holm, A. (2009), “Is It, or Is Not? The Conceptualisation of Gentrification 
and Displacement and its Political Implications in the Case of Berlin-Prenzlauer Berg”, 
City, Vol. 13, Nos. 2-3, pp. 312-324. 

• Smith, N. (2002), “New Globalism, New Urbanism: Gentrification as Global Urban 
Strategy”, Antipode, Vol. 34, No. 3, pp. 427-450. 

• Elliott-Cooper, A., Hubbard, P., & Lees, L. (2019). Moving beyond Marcuse: 
Gentrification, displacement and the violence of un-homing. Progress in Human 
Geography, online first. 

Session 4 – Feb 24 
 Field trip Prenzlauer Berg. 

Methods: Introduction to ethnographic research. 
Individual research/essay: Preliminary literature review of general topic due. 
Readings:  

• Kalandides, A. (2019), “Hobrecht, James” (1825-1902), The Wiley-Blackwell 
Encyclopedia of Urban and Regional Studies, online first. 

• Bernt, M. (2012), “The 'Double Movements' of Neighbourhood Change: Gentrification 
and Public Policy in Harlem and Prenzlauer Berg”, Urban Studies, Vol. 49 No. 14, pp. 
3045-3062. 

• Papen, U. (2012). Commercial discourses, gentrification and citizens’ protest: The 
linguistic landscape of Prenzlauer Berg, Berlin 1. Journal of Sociolinguistics, 16(1), 56-
80. 

Session 5 – Mar 2 
 Transnational migration in Berlin. 

Main concepts: Place/space/identity 
Key thinkers: Doreen Massey 
Methods: Introduction to mapping I 
Individual research/essay: Choice of case study. 
Readings: 

• Kalandides, A. & Vaiou D. (2012), “'Ethnic' Neighbourhoods? Practices of Belonging 
and Claims to the City”, European Urban and Regional Studies, Vol. 19, Nr. 33, pp. 
254-266. 

• Massey, D. (1994), “A global Sense of Place”, in Massey, D. Space, Place and 
Gender, Polity Press, Cambridge, pp. 146-156. 

• Linhard, T., & Parsons, T. H. (2019). Introduction: how does migration take 
place?. In Mapping migration, identity, and space, Palgrave Macmillan, Cham, 
pp. 1-20. 

Session 6 – Mar 9 
 Field trip Kreuzberg. 

Individual research/essay: Request office hours. 
Readings:  

• Kil, W., & Silver, H. (2006). From Kreuzberg to Marzahn: new migrant 
communities in Berlin. German Politics and Society, 24(4), 95-121. 
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• Holland L (2004), “Diversity and Connections in Community Gardens”, Local 
Environment Vol. 9, No. 3, pp. 285–305. 

• Holm, A., & Kuhn, A. (2011). Squatting and urban renewal: The interaction of 
squatter movements and strategies of urban restructuring in 
Berlin. International journal of urban and regional research, 35(3), 644-658. 

Session 7 – Mar 16 
 Midterm exam 

Individual research/essay: Preliminary essay due. 

***SEMESTER BREAK*** NO CLASS Mar 23 

Session 8 – Mar 30 
 The ‘creative’ Berlin. 

Main concepts: Gender 
Key thinkers: Angela McRobbie; Nancy Frazer; Linda McDowell 
Methods: Introduction to mapping II 
Individual research/essay: Discussion on progress. 
Readings:  

• Novy, J. and C. Colomb (2012), “Struggling for the Right to the (Creative) City in 
Berlin and Hamburg. New Urban Social Movements, New ‘Spaces of Hope’?”, 
International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, Vol. 37, No. 5, pp. 1816– 
1838. 

• Brydges, T., & Hracs, B. J. (2019). What motivates millennials? How 
intersectionality shapes the working lives of female entrepreneurs in Canada’s 
fashion industry. Gender, Place & Culture, 1-23. 

• England, K.V.M. (1991), “Gender Relations and the Spatial Structure of the City”, 
Geoforum, Vol. 22, No. 2, pp. 135-147. 

***MAKEUP FRIDAY*** Session 9 – Apr 3 
 Housing in Berlin. 

Main concepts: Financialization 
Key thinkers: Friedrich Engels 
Individual research/essay: Discussion on progress. 
Readings: 

• Granath Hansson, A. (2019). City strategies for affordable housing: the approaches 
of Berlin, Hamburg, Stockholm, and Gothenburg. International Journal of Housing 
Policy, 19(1), 95-119. 

• Bernt, M., Colini, L., & Förste, D. (2017). Privatization, financialization and state 
restructuring in eastern Germany: the case of Am Südpark. International Journal of 
Urban and Regional Research, 41(4), 555-571.  

• Holm, A. (2006), “Urban Renewal and the End of Social Housing: The Roll Out of 
Neoliberalism in East Berlin's Prenzlauer Berg”, Social Justice, Vol. 33, No. 3 (105), 
pp. 114-128. 

Session 10 – Apr 6 
 Field trip: Wedding. 

Individual research/essay: Case study (descriptive/narrative) due.  
Readings:  
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• Barwick, C., & Beaman, J. (2019). Living for the neighbourhood: marginalization and 
belonging for the second-generation in Berlin and Paris. Comparative Migration 

Studies, 7(1), online first. 

• Fields, D., & Uffer, S. (2016), “The Financialisation of Rental Housing: A Comparative 

Analysis of New York City and Berlin”, Urban Studies, Vol. 53, No. 7, pp.1486-1502. 

• Jakob, D. (2013). The eventification of place: Urban development and experience 

consumption in Berlin and New York City. European Urban and Regional 

studies, 20(4), 447-459. 

***Apr 13 – Public holiday – NO CLASS*** 

Session 11 – April 20 
 Participation in urban development in Berlin I. 

Main concepts: Urban social movements; urban citizenship 
Key thinkers: Henri Lefebvre 
Individual research/essay: Request office hours. 
Readings:  

• Kemp, A., Lebuhn, H., & Rattner, G. (2015), “Between Neoliberal Governance and 
the Right to the City: Participatory Politics in Berlin and Tel Aviv”, International 
Journal of Urban and Regional Research, Vol. 39, Nr. 4, pp. 704-725. 

• Ares Kalandides, (2018) "Citizen participation: towards a framework for policy 
assessment", Journal of Place Management and Development, Vol. 11 Issue: 2, 
pp.152-164. 

• Vasudevan, A. (2011), “Dramaturgies of Dissent: The Spatial Politics of Squatting in 
Berlin, 1968–”, Social & Cultural Geography, Vol. 12, Nr. 03, pp. 283-303. 

Session 12 – April 27 
 Participation in urban development in Berlin II. 

Main concepts: Urban commons; placemaking. 
Key thinkers: Jane Jacobs 
Individual research/essay: Discussion on progress. 
Readings:  

• Scharf, N., Wachtel, T., Reddy, S. E., & Säumel, I. (2019). Urban commons for the 
edible city—First insights for future sustainable urban food systems from Berlin, 
Germany. Sustainability, 11(4), online first. 

• Huron, A. (2015), “Working with Strangers in Saturated Space: Reclaiming and 
Maintaining the Urban Commons”, Antipode, Vol. 47, Nr. 4, pp. 963-979. 

• Connolly, J. J. (2019). From Jacobs to the Just City: A foundation for challenging 
the green planning orthodoxy. Cities, 91, 64-70. 

Session 13 – May 4 
 ‘New urban tourism’ in Berlin. 

Main concepts: Globalization; Place marketing 
Key thinkers: Saskia Sassen; John Urry 
Individual research/essay: Discussion on progress. 
Readings:  

• Novy, J. (2018). ‘Destination’ Berlin revisited. From (new) tourism towards a pentagon 
of mobility and place consumption. Tourism Geographies, 20(3), 418-442. 
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• Novy, J., & Colomb, C. (2019). Urban tourism as a source of contention and social 
mobilisations: a critical review. Tourism Planning & Development, 16(4), 358-375. 

• Gant, A. C. (2016). Holiday rentals: The new gentrification battlefront. Sociological 
Research Online, 21(3), 1-9. 

Session 14 – May 11 
 Field trip: City Model. 

Individual research/essay: Final paper due. 
Readings:  

• Kowarik, I. (2019). The “Green Belt Berlin”: Establishing a greenway where the Berlin 
Wall once stood by integrating ecological, social and cultural approaches. Landscape 
and urban planning, 184, 12-22. 

• Rode, P. (2019). Urban planning and transport policy integration: The role of 
governance hierarchies and networks in London and Berlin. Journal of Urban 
Affairs, 41(1), 39-63. 

• Arandelovic, B., & Bogunovich, D. (2014). City profile: Berlin. Cities, 37, pp. 1-26. 

Session 15 – May 18 
Final exam 

Classroom Etiquette 
The use of computers and tablets is only allowed in the classroom when indicated. Exceptions 
will be made for students with academic accommodations from the Moses Center. Any 
unsolicited use of mobile devices, in particular the use of social media, chat, etc. is strictly 
forbidden and will not be tolerated. Cellphones must be switched off when class begins and 
can only be switched on again during break. Exceptions will be made for students with 
academic accommodations from the Moses Center. 

No eating is allowed in classroom, even during breaks. Water, soda or hot drinks are permitted. 
Exceptions will be made if health issues are involved. 

For further information on Classroom Etiquette please see NYU Classes/Syllabus.  

Suggested Co-Curricular Activities 
“Milestones of Berlin” 
Friday, Feb 14: Intro & Vietnamese Berlin Walk 
Friday, Feb 21: Turkish Berlin Walk & Black Histories in Berlin Walk (tbc) 
Friday, Feb 28: LGBTQI+ in Berlin Walk & Black Histories in Berlin Walk (tbc) 
Friday, Mar 13: Jewish Berlin Walk 
Tuesday, Mar 17: Concluding Seminar 

Your Lecturer 
Ares Kalandides (M.A. French studies, M.Sc. Urban and Regional Planning, Ph.D Urban and 
Regional Planning) is Professor of Place Management and director of the Institute of Place 
Management at Manchester Metropolitan University (UK). He is a member of the editorial 
board of the Journal of Place Management and Development and of the Journal 
Γεωγραφίες/Geographies (Greece). He has taught at NYU Berlin (Met Studies) since 
September 2012 and also teaches Political Economy at the international Master’s Program 
“Urban Management” at the Berlin University of Technology. He has worked in several places 
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around the globe including South America, Africa, Australia and Europe. Kalandides is a 
trained conflict mediator and moderator. He is also is the founder and CEO of the Berlin-based 
consultancy in urban development Inpolis Urbanism. 
 
Relevant publications: 
Kalandides, A. (2019), “Hobrecht, James” (1825-1902), The Wiley-Blackwell Encyclopedia of 

Urban and Regional Studies, online first. 
 

Kalandides, A. (2018) “Participatory Placemaking: Concepts, Methods and Practices”. Special 
Issue of the Journal of Place Management and Development, Vol 11 Issue 2, pp. 150-
258. 

 

Kalandides, A. (2018) "Editorial", Journal of Place Management and Development, Vol. 11 
Issue: 2, pp.150-151, https://doi.org/10.1108/JPMD-04-2018-0030 

 

Kalandides, A. (2018) "Citizen participation: towards a framework for policy assessment", 
Journal of Place Management and Development, Vol. 11 Issue: 2, pp.152-164, 
https://doi.org/10.1108/ JPMD-02-2018-0017 

 

Kalandides, A. (2017), Place Identity: An attempt at Disambiguation. 
Γεωγραφίες/Geographies, 24. 

 

Kalandides, A. (2017) (ed.) Selling Places: Place marketing and Brannding. Special issue of 
Γεωγραφίες/Geographies, 24. 

 

Kalandides, A. (2017). Place and Space in the Work of Doreen Massey. 
Γεωγραφίες/Geographies, 23. 

 

Kalandides, A. and Warnaby, G. (2017), Museums and the new public realm: The case of the 
Municipal Art Gallery in Athens, Greece. Engage, Issue 40: Civic role, public space, pp 
35-42. http://www.engage.org/article.aspx?id=224 

 

Marriott, J., Campbell, B., Cottam, H., Mouffe, C., & Kalandides, A. (2017). Memories of 
Doreen Massey. Soundings: A journal of politics and culture, 65(65), 114-124. 

 

Vaiou, D., & Kalandides, A. (2017). Practices of solidarity in Athens: reconfigurations of public 
space and urban citizenship. Citizenship Studies, 21(4), 440-454. 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/referrer_cleansing_redirect?hmac=%2Fbv7AjBWYGnd9pbAYnt%2FrYQwsYd1L5VNGAvwmWrn%2FpM%3D&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.engage.org%2Farticle.aspx%3Fid%3D224
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Academic Policies 

Assessment Expectations 

Grade A: The student makes excellent use of empirical and theoretical material and offers 
well-structured arguments in their work. The student writes comprehensive essays / answers 
to exam questions and their work shows strong evidence of critical thought and extensive 
reading. 

Grade B: The candidate shows a good understanding of the problem and has demonstrated 
the ability to formulate and execute a coherent research strategy. 

Grade C: The work is acceptable and shows a basic grasp of the research problem.  However, 
the work fails to organize findings coherently and is in need of improvement. 

Grade D: The work passes because some relevant points are made.  However, there may be 
a problem of poor definition, lack of critical awareness, poor research. 

Grade F: The work shows that the research problem is not understood; there is little or no 
critical awareness and the research is clearly negligible. 

Grade Conversion 

Your lecturer may use one of the following scales of numerical equivalents to letter grades: 

 
A = 94-100 or 4.0 
A- = 90-93 or 3.7 
B+ = 87-89 or 3.3  
B = 84-86 or 3.0 
B- = 80-83 or 2.7 
C+ = 77-79 or 2.3 
C = 74-76 or 2.0 
C- = 70-73 or 1.7 
D+ = 67-69 or 1.3 
D = 65-66 or 1.0 
F = below 65 or 0 

Attendance Policy 
Participation in all classes is essential for your academic success, especially in courses that 
meet only once per week. Your attendance in both content and language courses is required 
and will be checked at each class meeting. As soon as it becomes clear that you cannot attend 
a class, you must inform your professor by e-mail immediately (i.e. before the start of your 
class). Absences are only excused if they are due to illness, Moses Center accommodations, 
religious observance or emergencies. Your professor or NYU Berlin's administration may ask 
you to present a doctor's note or an exceptional permission from NYU Berlin's Director or 
Wellness Counselor as proof. Emergencies or other exceptional circumstances must be 
presented to the Director. Doctor's notes need to be submitted to the Academics Office, who 
will inform your professors. Doctor's notes need to be from a local doctor and carry a signature 
and a stamp. If you want the reasons for your absence to be treated confidentially, please 
approach NYU Berlin's Director or Wellness Counselor.  
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Unexcused absences affect students' grades: In content courses each unexcused absence 
(equaling one week's worth of classes) leads to a deduction of 2% of the overall grade and 
may negatively affect your class participation grade. In German Language classes two or three 
(consecutive or non-consecutive) unexcused absences (equaling one week's worth of classes) 
lead to a 2% deduction of the overall grade. Three unexcused absences in one content course 
and five unexcused absences in your German language course may lead to a Fail in that 
course. Being more than 15 minutes late counts as an unexcused absence. Furthermore, your 
professor is entitled to deduct points for frequent late arrival or late arrival back from in-class 
breaks. Please note that for classes involving a field trip, transportation difficulties are never 
grounds for an excused absence. It is the student’s responsibility to arrive in time at the 
announced meeting point. 
 
Exams, tests and quizzes, deadlines, and oral presentations that are missed due to illness 
always require a doctor's note as documentation. It is the student's responsibility to produce 
this doctor's note and submit it to the Academics Office; until this doctor's note is produced the 
missed assessment is graded with an F and no make-up assessment is scheduled. In content 
classes, an F in one assignment may lead to failure of the entire class.  
 
Regardless of whether an absence is excused or not, it is the student's responsibility to catch 
up with the work that was missed. 

Attendance Rules on Religious Holidays 
Members of any religious group may, without penalty, excuse themselves from classes when 
required in compliance with their religious obligations. Students who anticipate being absent 
due to religious observance should notify their lecturer AND NYU Berlin's Academics Office in 
writing via e-mail one week in advance. If examinations or assignment deadlines are scheduled 
on the day the student will be absent, the Academics Office will schedule a make-up 
examination or extend the deadline for assignments. Please note that an absence is only 
excused for the holiday but not for any days of travel that may come before and/or after the 
holiday. See also University Calendar Policy on Religious Holidays 

Late Submission of Work 
(1) Written work due in class must be submitted during the class time to the professor.  

(2) Late work should be submitted in person to the lecturer or to the Academics Office, 
who will write on the essay or other work the date and time of submission, in the 
presence of the student. Another member of the administrative staff may also 
personally accept the work and will write the date and time of submission on the work, 
as above. 

(3) Work submitted late receives a penalty of 2 points on the 100 point scale for each day 
it is late (excluding weekends and public or religious holidays), unless an extension has 
been approved (with a doctor's note or by approval of NYU Berlin's administration), in 
which case the 2 points per day deductions start counting from the day the extended 
deadline has passed. 

(4) Without an approved extension, written work submitted more than 5 days (excluding 
weekends and public or religious holidays) following the submission date receives an 
F. 

(5) End of semester essays must be submitted on time. 

http://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/university-calendar-policy-on-religious-holidays.html
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(6) Students who are late for a written exam have no automatic right to take extra time or 
to write the exam on another day. 

(7) Please remember that university computers do not keep your essays - you must save 
them elsewhere. Having lost parts of your essay on the university computer is no 
excuse for a late submission. 

Provisions for Students with Disabilities 
Academic accommodations are available for students with documented disabilities. Please 
contact the Moses Center for Students with Disabilities at 212-998-4980 or see their website 
for further information. 

Plagiarism Policy 
The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images or data as though they 
were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of plagiarism. Proper 
referencing of your sources avoids plagiarism (see as one possible help the NYU library guide 
to referencing styles.  
 
NYU Berlin takes plagiarism very seriously; penalties follow and may exceed those set out by 
your home school. Your lecturer may ask you to sign a declaration of authorship form. 
 
Note that some assignments in the course may be checked for plagiarism by using TurnItIn or 
other another software designed to detect offences against academic integrity.  
 
It is also an offense to submit work for assignments from two different courses that 
is substantially the same (be it oral presentations or written work). If there is an overlap of the 
subject of your assignment with one that you produced for another course (either in the current 
or any previous semester), you MUST inform your professor. 
 
For a summary please follow the link to NYU Global's academic policies. 

https://www.nyu.edu/students/communities-and-groups/students-with-disabilities.html
http://nyu.libguides.com/citations
http://www.nyu.edu/global/academic-policies
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