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Course Title 
 
Environmental Social Movements  
 
 
Course Number       
ENVST-UA 9481001 /SOC-UA 9209001 
 

SAMPLE SYLLABUS 
 
Lecturer Contact Information 
Dr. Andrzej Ancygier 
aa157@nyu.edu 
 
 
Course Details 
Wednesdays, 10:00am to 12:45pm 
Location of class: NYUB, Room “Spandau” (tbc) 
 
 
Prerequisites 
None 
 
 
Units earned 
4 
 
 
Course Description 
This course will look into the factors leading to the creation of social movements in reaction to 
environmental concerns. It will investigate which of them make these movements effective in 
leading to a change, and which lead to a failure. Also, the roles of counter-movements fighting 
for keeping the status quo will be investigated  
 
The course will consist of three parts. The first part will look into the origins and developments 
of environmental social movements and their intersections with the notion of social justice. In 
this part, the differences between the preservationists and conservationists will be 
investigated, as well as the history of the major environmental organizations.  
 
Keeping in mind the recent developments in the area of climate policy, the second part of the 
course will particularly focus on current and future developments of social movements dealing 
with climate change. What should their role be after the adoption of the Paris Agreement in 
December 2015? How can they contribute to dealing with the major environmental issues of 
this century? Also, the arguments of climate skeptics will be closely looked into.   
 
Finally, the third part will look into the future role of social environmental movements. The 
rapidly changing world brings up new challenges but also new opportunities. In the last three 
sessions we will discuss how these can be used by different actors in the area of 
environmental policy.  
 
 
Course Objectives 
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The course will have three main goals. The first goal of the course is to familiarize students 
with the historical emergence and contemporary activities of groups and movements engaged 
in protecting nature, natural resources and the environment. We will address their strategies 
and goals. The second goal of the course is to introduce students to the strategies employed 
by the social environmental movements in an attempt to instigate a change. Finally, the third 
goal is to engage students in a critical discussion on the role of environmental movements in a 
rapidly globalizing world, on issues of social and environmental justice, and on the 
contradictions emerging between them. 
 
 
Assessment Components 

a. In-class participation (15%). This covers having read all of the assigned reading 
requirements and participating in the discussions.  

b. Three reading responses (15% total, 5% each) on the reading material for a chosen 
session (400-700 words each). Alternatively, students may also write their reactions to 
the discussion which took place in class. The first reading response is to be submitted 
by 30 September, the second, by 31 October and the last by 30 November.  

c. “Dream Speech” (10%), based on MLK’s speech, that will present the environmental 
action from a different perspective than the one traditionally taken by the mainstream 
environmental movement. Alternatively, the students may also provide a selection of 
“News from the Future”. Examples of both a “Dream Speech” and “News from the 
Future” will be provided. 

d. One in-class presentation (15%). Students will be asked to give a 10- to 15-minute-
long talk during which they present an idea for an environmental movement they would 
like to initiate. The presentation should include a description of the problem that the 
movement should mitigate, the strategy and the potential competitors struggling to 
keep the status quo. Students have until 30 September to inform the instructor about 
the topic of their presentations. 

e. Midterm essay (25%). Students will have to write a take-home essay (2000 words +/- 
10%, excluding references) in which they present a social environmental movement of 
their interest. The paper should describe the problem the movement is dealing with, its 
strategy and goals. It should also look at the competing movements. The conclusions 
should include at least three “lessons learned” that the student will use for the 
development of his or her own movement (see point “c”). The midterm essays are due 
before 15 November 2017.  

f. Final exam (20%). The final exam will consist of two parts. The first part will require 
answering two out of three long open questions at home. The answers need to be 
submitted 24 hours before the last session. The second part will be held during the 
session on 13 December 2017 and last around 30 minutes. It will consist of multiple 
choice and short open questions.  
 

Failure to submit or fulfill any required component may result in failure of the class, regardless 
of grades achieved in other assignments. 
 
 
Assessment Expectations 

Grade A:  The student makes excellent use of empirical and theoretical material and offers 
well-structured arguments in their work. The student writes comprehensive essays / answers 
to exam questions and their work shows strong evidence of critical thought and extensive 
reading. 
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Grade B:  The candidate shows a good understanding of the problem and has demonstrated 
the ability to formulate and execute a coherent research strategy. 

Grade C:  The work is acceptable and shows a basic grasp of the research problem.  
However, the work fails to organize findings coherently and is in need of improvement. 

Grade D:  The work passes because some relevant points are made.  However, there may be 
a problem of poor definition, lack of critical awareness, poor research. 

Grade F:  The work shows that the research problem is not understood; there is little or no 
critical awareness and the research is clearly negligible. 
 
Grade Conversion 
Your lecturer may use one of the following scales of numerical equivalents to letter grades: 
 
 B+ = 87-89 C+ = 77-79 D+ = 67-69 F = below 65 

A  = 94-100 B   = 84-86 C   = 74-76 D   = 65-66  
A- = 90-93 B-  = 80-83 C-  = 70-73   

 
Alternatively:  
 
A= 4.0  A- = 3.7 
B+ = 3.3 B = 3.0  B- = 2.7 
C+ = 2.3 C = 2.0  C- =1.7 
D+ = 1.3 D = 1.0  F = 0.0. 
 
 
Attendance Policy 
Participation in all classes is essential for your academic success, especially in courses that 
meet only once per week. Your attendance in both content and language courses is required 
and will be checked at each class meeting. As soon as it becomes clear that you cannot 
attend a class, you must inform your professor by e-mail immediately (i.e. before the start of 
your class). Absences are only excused if they are due to illness, religious observance or 
emergencies. Your professor or NYU Berlin's administration may ask you to present a doctor's 
note or an exceptional permission from NYU Berlin's Director or Wellness Counselor as proof. 
Emergencies or other exceptional circumstances must be presented to the Director. Doctor's 
notes need to be submitted to the Academics Office, who will inform your professors. Doctor's 
notes need to be from a local doctor and carry a signature and a stamp. If you want the 
reasons for your absence to be treated confidentially, please approach NYU Berlin's Director 
or Wellness Counselor.  
 
Unexcused absences affect students' grades: In content courses each unexcused absence 
(equaling one week's worth of classes) leads to a deduction of 2% of the overall grade and 
may negatively affect your class participation grade. In German Language classes two or 
three (consecutive or non-consecutive) unexcused absences (equaling one week's worth of 
classes) lead to a 2% deduction of the overall grade. Three unexcused absences in one 
content course and five unexcused absences in your German language course may lead to a 
Fail in that course. Furthermore, your professor is entitled to deduct points for frequent late 
arrival or late arrival back from in-class breaks. Being more than 15 minutes late counts as an 
unexcused absence. Please note that for classes involving a field trip, transportation 
difficulties are never grounds for an excused absence. It is the student’s responsibility to arrive 
in time at the announced meeting point. 
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Exams, tests and quizzes, deadlines, and oral presentations that are missed due to illness 
always require a doctor's note as documentation. It is the student's responsibility to produce 
this doctor's note and submit it to the Academics Office; until this doctor's note is produced the 
missed assessment is graded with an F and no make-up assessment is scheduled. In content 
classes, an F in one assignment may lead to failure of the entire class.  
  
Attendance Rules on Religious Holidays 
Members of any religious group may, without penalty, excuse themselves from classes when 
required in compliance with their religious obligations. Students who anticipate being absent 
due to religious observance should notify their lecturer AND NYU Berlin's Academics Office in 
writing via e-mail one week in advance. If examinations or assignment deadlines are 
scheduled on the day the student will be absent, the Academics Office will schedule a make-
up examination or extend the deadline for assignments. Please note that an absence is only 
excused for the holiday but not for any days of travel that may come before and/or after the 
holiday. See also http://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-
guidelines/university-calendar-policy-on-religious-holidays.html 
 
 
 
Late Submission of Work 
(1) Written work due in class must be submitted during the class time to the professor.  
 
(2) Late work should be submitted in person to the lecturer or to the Academics Office, who 
will write on the essay or other work the date and time of submission, in the presence of the 
student. Another member of the administrative staff may also personally accept the work, and 
will write the date and time of submission on the work, as above.   
 
(3) Work submitted late receives a penalty of 2 points on the 100 point scale for each day it is 
late (excluding weekends and public or religious holidays), unless an extension has been 
approved (with a doctor's note or by approval of NYU Berlin's administration), in which case 
the 2 points per day deductions start counting from the day the extended deadline has passed.    
 
(4) Without an approved extension, written work submitted more than 5 days (excluding 
weekends and public or religious holidays) following the submission date receives an F. 
 
(5) End of semester essays must be submitted on time.   
 
(6) Students who are late for a written exam have no automatic right to take extra time or to 
write the exam on another day. 
 
(7) Please remember that university computers do not keep your essays - you must save them 
elsewhere. Having lost parts of your essay on the university computer is no excuse for a late 
submission.  
 
 
Provisions for Students with Disabilities 
Academic accommodations are available for students with documented disabilities. Please 
contact the Moses Center for Students with Disabilities at 212-998-4980 or see their website 
(https://www.nyu.edu/students/communities-and-groups/students-with-disabilities.html) for 
further information. 
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Plagiarism Policy 
The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images or data as though they 
were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of plagiarism. 
Proper referencing of your sources avoids plagiarism (see as one possible help the NYU 
library guide to referencing styles: http://nyu.libguides.com/citations).   
 
NYU Berlin takes plagiarism very seriously; penalties follow and may exceed those set out by 
your home school. Your lecturer may ask you to sign a declaration of authorship form.  
 
It is also an offense to submit work for assignments from two different courses that 
is substantially the same (be it oral presentations or written work). If there is an overlap of the 
subject of your assignment with one that you produced for another course (either in the current 
or any previous semester), you MUST inform your professor. 
 
For a summary of NYU Global's academic policies please see: www.nyu.edu/global/academic-
policies 
 
 
Required Text(s) 
The texts required for the class will be available online on NYU Classes.  
 
In addition, students are asked to purchase Naomi Klein’s book “This Changes Everything. 
Capitalism vs the Climate”.  
 
One copy of each book is kept in the Reading Room of NYU Berlin's Academic Center, for you 
to read in the center but not to take out. 
 
NYU Berlin Library Catalogue: http://guides.nyu.edu/global/berlin or follow the link on NYU 
Berlin's website (Academics/Facilities & Services). 
 
 
Supplemental Text(s) (not required to purchase) 
Andrew J. Hoffman (2015). How Culture Shapes the Climate Change Debate.  
 
Michael Nordhaus, Ted Schellenberger (2009). Break Through: Why We Can't Leave Saving 
the Planet to Environmentalists. 
 
Both publications are available in the NYUB library.  
 
Additional Required Equipment 
None 
 
 
Session 1, Wednesday, 30 August 2017 
 
What is a Social Movement? Theories and Concepts 
The first session will introduce students to the concept of social movements. We will discuss 
definitions, central elements of social movement theories, and the issues they raise about 
collective action, organization, cooperation, their role in politics and democracy, as well as 
their effectiveness.  
 
Readings: 
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Kenneth Newton, “Pressure Groups and Social Movements,” in Cambridge Textbooks in 
Comparative Politics: Foundations of Comparative Politics, (Cambridge University Press, 
2009), 198-221 [01]. 
 
Donatella Della Porta, “Social Movements,” in International Encyclopedia of Political Science, 
(Sage Publications, 2011), 2431-2443 [02]. 
 
Movies: 
“Social Movement” available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y7YPTD7QwR4 Duration: 
7’34. 
 
 
Session 2, Wednesday, 6 September 2017 
 
Introduction to Social Environmental Movements  
What is particular to social environmental movements? Which factors lead to their creation? 
What is the difference between preservationists and conservationists and how has this 
influenced the development of social environmental movements? In addition to answering 
these questions, during this session we will also look at the role of social movements in a 
rapidly changing world.  
 
Readings: 
Eric G. Swedin, “Environmental Movement,” in Science in the Contemporary World: An 
Encyclopaedia, (ABC-CLIO, 2005), 5 pages, [03]. 
 
Marco Giuni and Maria T. Grasso, “Environmental Movements in Advanced Industrial 
Democracies: Heterogeneity, Transformation, and Institutionalization,” in Annual Review of 
Environment and Resources 40, (2015), 337-361, [4a]. 
 
Richard H. Thaler and Cass R. Sunstein, Nudge, (Penguin Books, 2009), 57-78, 193-210, [4b]   
 
Movies: 
“Activism 2.0 – Rebirth of the Environmental Movement: Emily Hunter at TEDxUTSC” 
available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KsB2qtDaiRw Duration: 16’37.  
 
 
Session 3, Wednesday, 13 September 2017 
 
Early Conservation Ideas and Actors in the US 
Session three looks at the roots of nature conservation. It juxtaposes two great men that are 
usually considered to be pioneers of nature conservation, but who differed considerably in 
their approaches to nature. The self-styled “founder” of US forestry Gifford Pinchot was 
committed to what he called the “wise use” or “conservation” of resources. By contrast, John 
Muir is the most prominent early “preservationist”. The goal of this session is to distinguish 
between their conceptions of nature. At the same time, it is important to acknowledge that both 
traditions characterize the conservation movement and continue to have an impact on 
environmentalism today.  
 
Readings:  
Steven Stoll, “The Rise of US Environmentalism,” in US Environmentalism since 1945. A Brief 
History with Documents, Steven Stoll, ed., (Palgrave, 2007), 1-26, [05]. 
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John Muir, “Hetch Hetchy,” in The Yosemite, John Muir, ed., (New York: The Century 
Company, 1912), 4 pages, [06].  
 
John M. Meyer, “Gifford Pinchot, John Muir, and the Boundaries of Politics in American 
Thought,” in Polity 30: 2 (1997), 267-284, [07]. 
 
Movies: 
“Biography of John Muir” available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-CDzhIvugw8 and 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tpgx-LkvHGE Combined Duration: 23’20. 
 
Visit to the Ecologic Institute (TBC)  
 
 
Session 4, Wednesday, 20 September 2017 
 
From “Silent Spring” to “Limits to Growth” 
The fourth session covers the rise of modern environmentalism, a shift towards a more 
comprehensive view of humanity’s impact on the planet. This transition is considered to have 
taken place in the decade between Rachel Carson’s admonitions against the dangers of DDT 
published in 1962 and the warnings of the Club of Rome in 1972 about the “Limits to Growth”. 
While the United States played a prominent role in these developments, the rise of 
environmentalism or “the environmental revolution”, as it has been dubbed, is a worldwide 
phenomenon. 
 
Readings: 
Rachel Carson, “Silent Spring, 1962,” in US Environmentalism since 1945, Steven Stoll, ed., 
(Palgrave, 2007), 76-82, [08]. 
 
Donella Meadows, et al., The Limits to Growth. A Report for the Club of Rome’s Project on the 
Predicaments of Mankind, (A Potomac Associates Book, 1972), 17-24, 156-184, [09]. 
 
Lyndon H. LaRouche, Jr., There are No Limits to Growth (New Benjamin Franklin House, 
1983), 1-12, [10]. 
 
Movies: 
“Final Warning Limits to Growth” available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kz9wjJjmkmc 
Duration: 42’29. 
 
“Dr. Dana Meadows: Envisioning a Sustainable World” available at: 
http://amara.org/el/videos/rXW3zyCSk3p1/info/dr-dana-meadows-envisioning-a-sustainable-
world/ Duration: 32’33. 
 
 
Session 5, Wednesday, 27 September 2017 
 
Earth Day: How a 1970 Teach-in Made the First Green Generation 
The fifth session will study the importance of events in the history of the environmental 
movement. By looking at organizers, speakers, local events, and the new infrastructures that 
followed from Earth Day, we will critically analyze Adam Rome’s thesis that Earth Day 
mobilized for and shaped environmentalism in the 1970s. We will try to answer the question of 
whether the success of the 1970 Earth Day can be repeated.  
 
Readings:  
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Adam Rome, The Genius of Earth Day: How a 1970 Teach-In Unexpectedly Made the First 
Green Generation, (Hill & Wang, 2013), 9-56, 259-279, [11]. 
 
Sylvia Hood Washington, “Ball of Confusion. Public Health, African Americans and Earth Day 
1970,” in Natural Protest. Essays on the History of American Environmentalism, Michael Egan 
and Jeff Crane, eds., (Routledge, 2009), 205-222, [12]. 
 
Movies: 
“Earth Day 1970 Parts 1 to 13” available at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WbwC281uzUs&list=PL3480E41AA956A42B&index=1 
Combined Duration: 55’46  
 
 
Session 6, Wednesday, 4 October 2017 
 
Greenpeace – From Counterculture to Global Organization 
Greenpeace is probably the most well-known environmental organization. We will examine in 
detail how the brand new study by Frank Zelko explains the rise of Greenpeace, its intellectual 
origins and organizational transformations, as well as its activities and ideas about “mind-
bombing” the public. As in the previous session, the discussion will be based on students’ 
essays on selected chapters of this book. 
 
Reading: 
Frank Zelko, Make It a Green Peace! The Rise of Countercultural Environmentalism, (Oxford 
University Press, 2013), 3-32, 275-322, [13]. 
 
Movies: 
“Greenpeace: From Hippies to Lobbyists” available at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T7UdiiKseQY Duration: 57’53 
 
 
Session 7, Wednesday, 11 October 2017 
 
Urban Environmental Justice  
This session introduces the notion of environmental justice and its critique. We will investigate 
if “environmental racism” is an issue, and if yes, how big it is. We will also discuss how helpful 
the environmental justice movement is in improving the state of the environment and 
contributing to a more equal spread of burdens resulting from environmental degradation.  
 
Readings: 
Robert D. Bullard, Dumping in Dixie: Race, Class, and Environmental Quality, (Westview 
Press, 2000), 1-36, [14]. 
 
Ted Nordhaus and Michael Shellenberger, Break Through. Why We Can't Leave Saving the 
Planet to the Environmentalists, (Mariner Books, 2009), 66-88. [15] 
 
Movies: 
“Majora Carter: Greening the Ghetto”. Available at: 
https://www.ted.com/talks/majora_carter_s_tale_of_urban_renewal Duration: 18’26 
 
 
18 October 2017 – Fall Break – No Class 
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Session 8, Wednesday, 25 October 2017 
 
Nature Conservation in Europe 
In session eight, we will move to Europe and compare the development of the environmental 
social movements there to the developments in the United States. For this purpose, we will 
look at the peculiarities of the German environmental movements and the differences between 
Eastern and Western Europe.  
 
Readings: 
Jan-Henrik Meyer, “'Where Do We Go from Wyhl?' Transnational Anti-Nuclear Protest 
Targeting European and International Organisations in the 1970s,” in Historical Social 
Research 39: 1, (2014), 212-235, [16]. 
 
C.S.A. van Koppen and William T. Markham, “Nature Protection in Western Environmentalism. 
A Comparative Analysis,” in Protecting Nature. Organizations and Networks in Europe and the 
USA, C.S.A. van Koppen and William T. Markham, eds., (Edward Elgar, 2008), 263-285. [17] 
 
Nick Manning, “Patterns of Environmental Movements in Eastern Europe,” in Environmental 
Politics, 7:2, (1998), 100-133. [18]  
 
Movies: 
“Chernobyl After the Nuclear Explosion – Full Documentary”. Available at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_uwOjCX6is  Duration: 44’13 
 
Guest Lecture by Jan-Henrik Meyer (tbc) 
 
 
Session 9, Wednesday, 1 November 2017 
 
The Pillars of the Global Climate Change Governance 
The adoption of the Paris Agreement during the climate summit in Paris in December 2015 
was a milestone on a very long path of dealing with climate change. However, it was only 
possible due to a number of successes and failures, like the climate negotiations in 
Copenhagen in 2009. Also, without a significant increase in the scientific knowledge about 
climate change, there would be no consensus that urgent action is necessary. This session 
will introduce students to the two main pillars of the global climate change governance: the 
IPCC and the UNFCCC.  
 
Readings:  
European Parliament, “International Climate Negotiations – On the Road to Paris. Issues at 
Stake in View of COP 21”, 15-17, 20-37, 47-48, 67-86. [19] 
 
UNFCCC (2015), points 12-17, 53-55, 59 of the “Paris Decision” and articles 2, 3 and 4 of the 
“Paris Agreement”. [20]  
 
Ecologic Institute (2016), “The Paris Agreement: Analysis, Assessment and Outlook,” 28 
pages. [21] 
 
Movies: 
“How Paris is different from past climate change negotiations” available at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aj3Kr8odxns Duration: 8’33, and   
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“The Inside Story of the Paris Climate Agreement” available at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MIA_1xQc7x8&t=2s Duration: 14’50  
 
 
Session 10, Wednesday, 8 November 2017  
 
The Climate Change Movement  
The adoption of the Paris Agreement and the variety of climate action wouldn’t have been 
possible without the climate change movement, including non-state actors, scientists, 
politicians and even religious leaders. During this session, we will take a look at the main 
strategies of different actors and the way forward in combating climate change. We will also 
discuss the role of religion in the area of environmental protection.   
 
Readings: 
Naomi Klein, This Changes Everything. Capitalism vs. The Climate, (Simon & Schuster, 
2014), Introduction, 31 pages, [22 - Book]. 
 
WBGU “Special Report. Climate Protection as a World Citizen Movement,” (2015) 71-101, 
[23]. 
 
Pope Francis, Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’ of the Holy Father Francis on the Care for our 
Common Home, (Vatican, 2015), 52 pages, [24].  
 
Bill McKibben, (2016) “We Need to Literally Declare War on Climate Change,” in New 
Republic, 15 August 2016, 14 pages, [25]. 
 
 
Movies: 
"Climate Change Movement has Failed | Assaad Razzouk" available at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QkIV8PcAyr0&t=68s Duration: 14’26  
 
Talk by Melanie Mattauch from 350.org (tbc) 
 
 
Session 11, Wednesday, 15 November 2017 
 
Climate Change Skeptics  
As in the case of all environmental movements, as well as in the case of combating global 
warming, there is an opposition to changes of the existing status quo by those benefitting from 
it. In the case of climate change mitigation, the opposition results not only from the transition 
towards a low-carbon economy which causes enormous losses to fossil fuel companies, but 
also from a disbelief in the anthropogenic causes of the problem. During this session, we will 
look into the main arguments of the climate change skeptics.    
 
Readings: 
Dale Jamieson, Reason in a Dark Time, (Oxford University Press, 2014), Chapter: “Obstacles 
to Action”, 61-104, [26].  
 
Riley E. Dunlap and Aaron M. McCright, “Organized Climate Change Denial,” in Oxford 
Handbook of Climate Change and Society, John S. Dryzek, Richard B. Norgaard and David 
Schlosberg, eds., (Oxford University Press, 2013), 144-160, [27]. 
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Andrew Hoffmann, How Culture Shapes the Climate Change Debate, (Stanford University 
Press, 2015), vii-ix, 1-33, 48-69, [28].  
 
Naomi Oreskes and Eric M. Conway, “Defeating the Merchants of Doubt,” in Nature, 465: 10 
(2010), 686-687, [29]. 
 
John Cook, “A Brief History of Fossil-fuelled Climate Denial,” in The Conversation, 20 June 
2016, 4 pages, [30]. 
 
Movies: 
“Climate Change: Prof Brian Cox (scientist) takes on Senator Malcolm Roberts (politician)” 
available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qVB-rpC2x3w Duration: 29’05.   
 
 
Session 12, Wednesday, 22 November 2017 
 
Climate Change Versus Capitalism 
Can we save the planet while working within the capitalist system, which has proven so 
effective in increasing consumption? Or should we look for alternatives? These questions will 
be discussed on the basis of readings presenting opposite views on this matter.  
 
Readings: 
Alvin Toffler, Powershift, (A Bantam Book, 1991), 369-374, [31]. 
 
Naomi Klein, This Changes Everything. Capitalism vs. The Climate, (Simon & Schuster, 
2014), 31-120, [32 - Book]. 
 
Ted Nordhaus and Michael Shellenberger, Break Through. Why We Can't Leave Saving the 
Planet to the Environmentalists, (Mariner Books 2009), i-18, 216-240. [33] 
 
Movies: 
“UpFront - Is Capitalism Driving Climate Change?” Available at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bCi3Xt0udzw Duration: 25’05 
 
 
Session 13, Wednesday, 29 November 2017 
 
The Role of Media  
Access to media is decisive for the success or failure of a social movement. At the same time, 
the media landscape is changing due to the massive spread of social media in recent years. 
How do the strategies of social environmental movements have to change in response to the 
decreasing role of mass media and the increasing individualization of the means of public 
communication?    
 
Readings: 
Catherine Happer and Greg Philo, “The Role of the Media in the Construction of Public Belief 
and Social Change,” in Journal of Social and Political Psychology, Vol 1, No. 1 (2013), 16 
pages. [34]  
 
Alvin Toffler, Powershift, (A Bantam Book, 1991), 324-351. [35] 
 
Alvin Toffler, The Third Wave, (A Bantam Book 1980), 165-167. [36] 
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Andrew Hoffmann, How Culture Shapes the Climate Change Debate, (Stanford University 
Press, 2015), 34-47. [37] 
 
Movies: 
“Let's Design Social Media that Drives Real Change | Wael Ghonim” Available at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HiwJ0hNl1Fw Duration: 13’33 
 
 
Session 14, Wednesday, 6 December 2017 
 
Social Environmental Movements in a Rapidly Changing World  
In 1980, Alvin Toffler had already written about the Third Wave of civilization’s development, 
characterized by individualism and the dominance of knowledge. Due to the demassification of 
media and decreasing role of nation states, the political system will evolve towards a “mosaic 
democracy”. Was Toffler correct in his predictions? What impact will radical changes have on 
the role of social environmental movements? How will they have to change their strategies to 
deal with the new challenges?     
 
Readings: 
Alvin Toffler, The Third Wave, (A Bantam Book, 1980), 9-18, 416-443, [38]. 
 
Alvin Toffler, Powershift, (A Bantam Book, 1991), 12-20, 237-249, 467-470, [39]. 
 
Naomi Klein, This Changes Everything. Capitalism vs. The Climate, (Simon & Schuster, 
2014), 442-466, [40 - Book]. 
 
“The Earth Charter” (2000), 4 pages, [41]. 
 
Tobias Stone, (2016) “History Tells Us What Will Happen Next with Brexit and Trump,” The 
Huffington Post, 23 June 2016, 8 pages, [42]. 
 
Movies: 
“Big Thinkers - Alvin Toffler [Futurist]” Available at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCXCDYj6U4E Duration: 22’25 
 
 
Session 15, Wednesday, 13 December 2017 
 
Wrap-up session. In-class exam: Around 30 minutes and discussion of answers to the long 
open questions.  
 
 
Classroom Etiquette 
No use of laptops during class is allowed.  
 
Suggested Co-Curricular Activities 
To be discussed during the class 
 
Your Lecturer 
Dr. Andrzej Ancygier has been teaching various courses dealing with environmental 
protection, European integration and global challenges from political and sociological 
perspectives. His main focus is the impact of the energy sector on climate change and 
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analysis of the factors leading to the global transformation towards renewable sources of 
energy.  
 
Dr. Ancygier has been teaching at the NYU since 2011. In addition, he is also teaching a 
course dealing with the European environmental policy and politics at the Freie Universität in 
Berlin. Since 2015, Ancygier has been working as an energy expert and the Deputy Head of 
the Climate Policy Team at Climate Analytics, a think tank analyzing the impact of climate 
change on the Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and Small Island Developing States (SIDS).  
 
 
 
 


