
 

  

 

  

 

      

    

  
   

          

 
    

            

          

            

Course Title 

War and Peace: 

Sources of Conflicts and International Conflict 
Resolution in the 20th and 21st Centuries 

Course Number 
POL-UA.9994D01 

Instruction Mode: Blended 

Fall 2021 

If you are enrolled in this course 100% remotely and are not a Go Local/Study Away student 
at NYU Berlin, please make sure that you’ve completed the online general Academic 
Orientation located on the course’s Brightspace site under “Resources”. This familiarizes you 
with NYU Berlin’s site specific support structure, policies, procedures and philosophy. Please 
contact berlin.academics@nyu.edu if you have any questions. 

Syllabus last updated on: 28-AUG-2021 

Lecturer Contact Information 
Dr. Carsten Wieland (he/him/his) 

Your instructor will inform you about the learner hours (one-on-one meetings). 

Course Details 
Wednesdays, 10:00am to 12:45pm (CET) 

All times are Central European Time (Daylight Saving Time ends Oct 31, 2021). 

Location: Rooms will be posted in Albert before your first class. 

Remote Participants: Your instructor will provide you with the Zoom link via Brightspace. 

In the interest of protecting the NYU Berlin community, we are closely following guidance 
around COVID-19 from the Robert Koch Institute (Germany’s institute for disease control and 
prevention), the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the World Health 
Organization, and the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene and 
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adjusting our recommendations and policies accordingly. Your health and well-being is our 
top priority. Please consult the NYU Berlin Resource Page frequently for the latest 
information. You are required to adhere to the most recent policies. 

If you are attending in person, you will be assigned a seat on the first day and are expected 
to use that seat for the entire semester due to NYU COVID-19 safety protocol. Please note 
that you are expected to attend every class meeting in-person; however, this may change 
during the drop/add period if in-person student registration increases significantly or at any 
point during the semester if local COVID-19 regulations require additional physical 
distancing. In case of the latter, in-person students may be split into cohorts who will attend 
alternating sessions. 

Prerequisites 
none 

Units earned 
4 

Course Description 
How do conflicts emerge and how can they be resolved? What tools and institutions exist to 
mediate a conflict? How have conflicts changed throughout time? What challenges are we 
facing today? 
In this course, we will look at factors of conflict such as ethno-nationalism, geo-political 
rivalries and social grievances. Students will also discuss the current trend of conflicts and 
possible solutions. We will look at case studies and attempts of international mediation efforts 
either by states, international organizations or NGOs, and discuss successes and failures 
thereof. 
The course will unite academic and practical experiences in politics and diplomacy. Students 
have the opportunity to implement creative means of expression, take part in simulation 
games, and debate in class. The course may be adjusted to address important current 
events. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
The following learning outcomes can be expected from this course: 

- Understand and analyze the dynamics of international politics and conflicts 
- Understand and apply theoretical concepts of triggers of tension and conflict 
- Acquire knowledge about tools of diplomacy, mediation and conflict resolution 
- Gain first-hand insights into practical politics and diplomacy 
- Recall and advance research skills and sharpen ability to analyze and interpret 

political events 
- Enhance creative thinking (and acting) in a political environment 
- Deepen critical thinking and autonomously apply concepts to various case studies 
- Develop skills in debating, argumentation and mediation 
- Recall and train producing readable, concise and precise texts 

Course Approach to Teaching & Learning (CATL) 

2 

SAMPLE SYLLABUS 

https://wp.nyu.edu/nyuberlin/health-wellness/covid-19-information/


     

              

 
   

       

   

   

      

        

         

           

   

 
      

   

From the first session on, students are encouraged to engage in critical thinking and transfer 
their existing or acquired knowledge to other cases of political life. The class will provide an 
open atmosphere for questioning, debating and thinking – also out of the box. Most 
importantly, no question is irrelevant. The one who asks shows courage and initiative and will 
bring the others on board, too. 
The course is open to students with diverse areas of expertise, abilities and learning styles. 
In international politics people of manifold interests and backgrounds are needed to develop 
skills for the understanding and solving of conflicts. Ideally, this class will mirror this diversity. 

Assessment Components 
(1) Oral participation in class 15% 

(2) Class Presentation & Discussant Responses (oral or written) 20% 

(3) Assignment I: Midterm Exam 30% 

(4) Assignment II: Final Essay 35% 

(1) Regular and quality participation in discussions constitutes an important component 
of course activities and makes up a significant portion of student grades. You will 
have the opportunity to further explore the course subject, seek clarification, express 
your views, and engage in peer discussion. 

(2) Each student will present at least one text in class, and others will be assigned to take 
turns in responding to the input as discussants before opening the floor to the entire 
class for discussion. A presentation should not be longer than 10 minutes. Discussant 
contributions should also take place during class but can be submitted in written form 
in exceptional circumstances. They should not exceed 5 minutes. 

(3) The mid-term exam is a take-home exam. As a rule of thumb, students should not 
spend more time writing it than the length of an ordinary class (ca. 150 min). It will 
focus on the substance of issues discussed, presented and analyzed during the 
course (sessions 1 through 6). Students are expected to answer 4 questions out of 6 
and not exceed a word count of 2000 per question. 

(4) The final essay is an elaborate presentation of and reflection on a problem, case or 
context of free choice (max 20 pages, 12 pt. Times New Roman). Please contact the 
course instructor in time to discuss your approach and choice of topic. 

Students are expected to attend class in person or remote synchronously. Failure to submit 
or fulfill any required component may result in failure of the class, regardless of grades 
achieved in other assignments. 

Required Text(s) 
Electronic Resources (via Brightspace / NYU Library) 

Additional press articles will be added throughout the semester. Students are expected to 
keep up with international developments in the daily media. At the beginning of each session, 
there will be space to discuss pressing international developments and the different methods 
of reporting on conflicts. 
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Please follow this link for the NYU Berlin Library Catalogue or the link on NYU Berlin's 
website (Academics/Facilities & Services). 

Additional Required Equipment 
none 

Session 1 - 8 Sep 2021 

Introduction, International Challenges 

Introduction to the course: Students present themselves, their motivations and 
expectations. Discussion of key issues, presentation of the course, its learning 
outcomes, the skills that will be acquired by students and the assessments that are 
required from students. 

Overview of international developments relevant to geopolitical questions and 
sources of tensions. Discussion of pressing international conflicts: The ongoing 
disaster unfolding in Afghanistan after the withdrawal of international forces. Students 
are invited to contribute with open source articles and bring forward questions and 
comments about those developments. 

Learning Outcomes: get an overview over the course content, understand the 
concept and methodology of the course, discuss current key events in international 
politics and relate them to the contents and overall aim of the course. 

Readings: 

- Bin Laden's Catastrophic Success 
(https://brightspace.nyu.edu/content/enforced/114008-FA21_POL-UA_9994_G0D_D0 
1/210816%20Bin%20Laden%E2%80%99s%20Catastrophic%20Success.pdf?_&d2lS 
essionVal=DCeErKK1Ds1uNezrTfSrf5H43) 

- Afghanistan's Winners, Qatar, Russia, China, Pakistan, Turkey, Iran 
(https://brightspace.nyu.edu/content/enforced/114008-FA21_POL-UA_9994_G0D_D0 
1/210816%20Afghanistan's%20Winners,%20Qatar,%20Russia,%20China,%20Pakist 
an,%20Turkey,%20Iran.pdf?_&d2lSessionVal=DCeErKK1Ds1uNezrTfSrf5H43) 

- Germany and Afghanistan_ Time to ditch bad governments, not good governance, 
Christoph Heusgen, ECFR 
(https://brightspace.nyu.edu/content/enforced/114008-FA21_POL-UA_9994_G0D_D0 
1/210820%20Christoph%20Heusgen,%20Germany%20and%20Afghanistan_%20Ti 
me%20to%20ditch%20bad%20governments,%20not%20good%20governance%20% 
E2%80%93%20European%20Council%20on%20Foreign%20Relations.pdf?_&d2lSe 
ssionVal=DCeErKK1Ds1uNezrTfSrf5H43) 

- Daniel Pipes_ Reflections on the Debacle in Afghanistan __ Middle East ForumThree 
lessons for Europe from the fall of Afghanistan, ECFR 
(https://brightspace.nyu.edu/content/enforced/114008-FA21_POL-UA_9994_G0D_D0 
1/210820%20Daniel%20Pipes_%20Reflections%20on%20the%20Debacle%20in%20 
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Ds1uNezrTfSrf5H43) 

- Rogue Superpower: Why This Could Be an Illiberal American Century, Foreign Affairs 
(https://brightspace.nyu.edu/content/enforced/114008-FA21_POL-UA_9994_G0D_D0 
1/210821%20US%20as%20Rogue%20Superpower%20_%20Foreign%20Affairs.pdf? 
_&d2lSessionVal=DCeErKK1Ds1uNezrTfSrf5H43) 

Session 2 – 15 Sep 2021 

Nationalism(s) and Conflict 

This session is dedicated to the phenomenon of nationalism in its different forms. Are 
human-beings part of “imagined communities” or of an inevitable and inescapable 
objective ascription that leads them into conflicting political interests? Some 
theoretical knowledge is needed to apply to different case studies later on. 

Readings: 

- Zheng Wang: Collective Memory and National Identity, in: Memory Politics, Identity 
and Conflict. Memory Politics and Transitional Justice, Cham 2018, pp.11-25 
(https://doi-org.proxy.library.nyu.edu/10.1007/978-3-319-62621-5_2) 

- Michael E. Brown: Causes and Implications of Ethnic Conflict, in: Michael E. Brown 
(ed.): Ethnic Conflict and International Security, Princeton 2018, pp.2-26 
(https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.proxy.library.nyu.edu/lib/nyulibrary-ebooks/reader. 
action?docID=5675284) 

- Anthony Smith: The Ethnic Sources of Nationalism, in: Michael E. Brown (ed.): Ethnic 
Conflict and International Security, Princeton 2018, pp.27-42 
(https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.proxy.library.nyu.edu/lib/nyulibrary-ebooks/reader. 
action?docID=5675284&ppg=40) 

- Miroslav Hroch: Modernization and Communication as Factors of Nation Formation, 
in: Gerard Delanty/Krishan Kumar (eds.): The SAGE Handbook of Nations and 
Nationalism, London/New Delhi 2006, pp.21-32 
(https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.proxy.library.nyu.edu/lib/nyulibrary-ebooks/detail.a 
ction?docID=1023945). 

- Carsten Wieland: Nation State by Accident: The Politicization of Ethnic Groups and 
the Ethnicization of Politics: Bosnia, India, Pakistan, New Delhi 2005, pp.33-80 

Recommended Readings: 

- Ernest Gellner: Nations and Nationalism, Ithaca 1983 

- Carsten Wieland: The Bankruptcy of Humanism? Primordialism Dominates the 
Agenda of International Politics, in: Internationale Politik und Gesellschaft, 4-2005, 
pp.142-158 
(http://carsten-wieland.de/mediapool/74/746018/data/nationalism_conflicts/The_Bank 
ruptcy_of_Humanism_Primordialism_Dominates_the_Agenda_of_International_P.pdf) 

Learning Outcomes: understand the phenomenon and differentiate concepts of 
nationalism, apply these to the theory and literature, discuss questions and insights 
from the readings, and relate them to the students’ presentations. 
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Session 3 – 22 Sep 2021 

Sources of Conflict I: Ethno-Nationalism and the case of Former Yugoslavia 

The goal of this session is to understand the different dynamics that led to military 
escalation at the heart of Europe at the end of the 20th century, right after the Fall of 
the Berlin Wall – a paradox to the proclaimed “end of history” and the hope for a 
prevailing “paradigm of democracy and liberalism”. 

Readings: 

- Marie-Janine Calic: The Great Cauldron: A History of Southeastern Europe, 
Cambridge (Mass.) 2019, pp.252-313 
(https://www-degruyter-com.proxy.library.nyu.edu/downloadpdf/books/978067423909 
8/9780674239098-007/9780674239098-007.pdf) 

- Noel Malcolm: Bosnia: A Short History, London 1996 (2 nd ed.), pp.234-253 

- Carsten Wieland: Nation State by Accident: The Politicization of Ethnic Groups and 
the Ethnicization of Politics: Bosnia, India, Pakistan, New Delhi 2005, pp.168-174, 
184-189, 198-204, 211-213, 216-218, 223-227, 256-264, 266-270, 272-286, 299-309 

Recommended Readings: 

- Marie-Janine Calic: A History of Yugoslavia, West Lafayette (Ind.) 2019 

- Laura Silber/Allan Little: Yugoslavia: Death of a Nation, London 1997 

- Richard Holbrooke: To End a War: The Conflict in Yugoslavia--America's Inside 
Story--Negotiating with Milosevic, London 1998 

Learning Outcomes: understand the conflict of former Yugoslavia, relate the events 
and context to the theoretical knowledge from session 2, apply insights to possible 
other cases from your own experience, evaluate and discuss them with regard to the 
students’ presentations. 

Session 4 – 29 Sep 2021 

Sources of Conflict II: Ethno-Nationalism and the Israeli-Palestinian Question 

Before the Arab Spring and other wars pushed the Israeli-Palestinian conflict almost 
to the margins of current events, this core international problem was long considered 
the “mother of all conflicts” and the reason for tensions in the Middle East and 
beyond. However, these complex circumstances remain an unresolved time-bomb. 
What do we need to know to understand this historic confrontation between two 
peoples on a tiny space? What are the regional and international implications of this 
conflict today? 

Readings: 

- Hillel Schenker/Ziad AbuZayyad: The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict at a Crossroads, 
Editorial, in: Palestine-Israel Journal, Vol. 24, No.1, 2019 
(https://www.pij.org/articles/1893) 
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- Dennis Ross: The Missing Peace: The Inside Story of the Fight for Middle East 
Peace, New York 2004, pp.15-46, 759-781 

- Uri Ben-Eliezer: War over Peace. One Hundred Years of Israel's Militaristic 
Nationalism, Berkeley 2019, pp. 247-254 
(https://www-degruyter-com.proxy.library.nyu.edu/view/product/547375) 

- Dan Diner: Ambiguous Semantics: Reflections on Jewish Political Concepts, in: 
The Jewish Quarterly Review, Vol. 98, No. 1 (Winter, 2008), pp. 89-102 
(https://www-jstor-org.proxy.library.nyu.edu/stable/25470239?Search=yes&resultIt 
emClick=true&searchText=dan&searchText=diner&searchText=ambiguous&searc 
hText=semantics&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery=dan+dine 
r+ambiguous+semantics&ab_segments=0%2Fbasic_SYC-4929%2Fcontrol&seq= 
1 - metadata_info_tab_contents) 

- Alaa Tartir: “What is a State without the People?”: Statehood Obsession and 
Denial of Rights in Palestine, Arab Reform Initiative, Paris, 8 January 2020 
(https://www.arab-reform.net/wp-content/uploads/pdf/Arab_Reform_Initiative_en_ 
what-is-a-state-without-the-people-statehood-obsession-and-denial-of-rights-in-pa 
lestine_8696.pdf?ver=6f25af995535d52c8cd27946b9939107 

- Tony Klug: Is There a Plausible Alternative to The Two-State Solution?, in: 
Palestine-Israel Journal, Vol. 24, No.1, 2019 
(https://www.pij.org/articles/1899/is-there-a-plausible-alternative-to-the-twostate-s 
olution) 

- Muriel Asseburg/Jan Busse: The End of a Two-State Settlement? Alternatives and 
Priorities for Settling the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, SWP Comments No. 24, 
Berlin, April 2016 
(https://www.swp-berlin.org/fileadmin/contents/products/comments/2016C24_ass 
_Busse.pdf 

Recommended Readings: 

- Uri Ben-Eliezer: War over Peace. One Hundred Years of Israel's Militaristic 
Nationalism, Berkeley 2019, esp. chapters 1, 2 
(https://www-degruyter-com.proxy.library.nyu.edu/view/product/547375) 

- Adeed Dawisha: Arab Nationalism in the Twentieth Century: From Triumph to 
Despair - New Edition with a new chapter on the twenty-first-century Arab world, 
Princeton/Oxford 2003, pp.1-74, 314-332 
(https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.proxy.library.nyu.edu/lib/nyulibrary-ebooks/rea 
der.action?docID=4198352&query) 

- Gert Krell, Shadows from the Past, the Nazi Regime, the Holocaust, and 
Germany's Relationship towards the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, HSFK Working 
Papers, Nov 2015, pp.1-24 
(https://www.hsfk.de/fileadmin/HSFK/hsfk_publikationen/PRIF_WP_26.pdf) 

- Carsten Wieland: Thousand Years of Nation-building? Ancient Arguments for 
Sovereignty in Bosnia and Israel-Palestine, in: Wiener Schriften für Internationale 
Politik, 10-2005, pp.81-100 
(http://carsten-wieland.de/mediapool/74/746018/data/nationalism_conflicts/Thous 
and_Years_of_Nation-building_Ancient_Arguments_for_Sovereignty_in_Bosnia_a 
_1_.pdf) 
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Learning Outcomes: understand the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians, 
identify the sensitivity of this issue in today’s international relations and specifically for 
Germany, relate the events and context to the theoretical knowledge from session 2, 
apply insights to possible other cases from your own experience, evaluate and 
discuss them with regard to the students’ presentations. 

Session 5 – 6 Oct 2021 

Virtual Excursion I: German Institute for International and Security Affairs (Stiftung 
Wissenschaft und Politik) SWP 

This session explores the world of political analysis and thinking in the service of 
German politics and diplomacy. SWP is the largest public think tank in Germany. It 
analyzes the world’s conflicts and challenges, produces recommendations for 
German decision-makers, publishes articles and organizes conferences, some of 
which are semi-public, some of which take place behind closed doors with relevant 
stakeholders. The class will speak to one of the leading SWP analysts on the Middle 
East. 

Learning Outcomes: understand how political analysis is done in practice and how 
think tank analysts work to get an ear with German government institutions, respond 
to a think tanker on the basis of the acquired knowledge about the Middle East 
conflict(s) or other relevant issues of international politics, clarify your ideas about the 
job profile and career of political analysts and consultants. 

Session 6 – 13 Oct 2021 Cancelled 

Session 7 - 20 Oct 2021 

Sources of Conflict III: Arab Spring and the Wars in Syria and Beyond 

A recent phenomenon that created new hope for political change but also instability in 
the entire Middle East became known as the “Arab Spring”. Even today, unrest in the 
streets of Arab states has flared up again. Social grievances play a large part in these 
upheavals, as do ideology and the interest of foreign powers in proxy wars. The 
developments resulting from the Arab Spring have also split the international 
community and paralyzed the UN Security Council. 

Readings: 

- Jason Brownlee/Tarek E. Masoud/Tarek Masoud/Andrew Reynolds: The Arab Spring: 
Pathways of Repression and Reform, Oxford 2015, pp.1-40, 211-228 
(https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.proxy.library.nyu.edu/lib/nyulibrary-ebooks/detail.a 
ction?docID=4841919) 

- David McMurray/Amanda Ufheil-Somers (eds.): The Arab Revolts: Dispatches on 
Militant Democracy in the Middle East, Bloomington 2013, pp.1-11, 157-168 
(https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.proxy.library.nyu.edu/lib/nyulibrary-ebooks/detail.a 
ction?docID=1131999) 
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- Christopher Phillips: The Battle for Syria: International Rivalry in the New Middle East, 
New Haven/London 2016, pp.10-125, pp.232-239 
(https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.proxy.library.nyu.edu/lib/nyulibrary-ebooks/reader. 
action?docID=4661602&ppg=1&query=The Battle for Syria%3A International Rivalry 
in the New Middle East) 

- Carsten Wieland: Syria - A Decade of Lost Chances: Repression and Revolution from 
Damascus Spring to Arab Spring, Seattle 2012, pp.265-287 

Recommended Readings: 

- Nikolaos van Dam: Destroying a Nation: The Civil War in Syria, London 2017 
(https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.proxy.library.nyu.edu/lib/nyulibrary-ebooks/reader. 
action?docID=4890592) 

- David McMurray/Amanda Ufheil-Somers (eds.): The Arab Revolts: Dispatches on 
Militant Democracy in the Middle East, Bloomington 2013 

- Christopher Phillips: The Battle for Syria: International Rivalry in the New Middle East, 
New Haven/London 2016 

Learning Outcomes: understand the root causes of a regional wave of street 
protests, relate and compare the dynamics to the previously discussed causes of 
conflict, apply insights to possible parallels elsewhere in the world, evaluate and 
discuss them with regard to the students’ presentations. 

Take-home midterm exam, opened 20 Oct 2 PM, due on 25 Oct 2021, 6 PM (CET), to be 
submitted via NYU Brightspace. 

Session 8 – 27 Oct 2021 (no session with instructor, students work by themselves or 
in groups) 

Virtual and Real Exploration I: Finding Traces of Nationalism and Conflicts 

The idea is to identify, capture and analyze living examples of nationalism and 
potential conflicts in the city or vicinity in which the students currently reside. If it is not 
possible to go out into the streets to explore the environment first hand, students can 
use online resources of all kinds. The results of the work can be compiled as texts, 
audios or videos (or any other form that can be discussed with the course instructor). 
The findings should be embedded in the analytical framework acquired in the 
previous sessions, presented and critically discussed with fellow students in session 
9. 

Learning Outcomes: identify and classify the phenomenon of nationalism in real life 
on the basis of the acquired knowledge from the previous sessions, reflect on the 
ubiquitous history either in Berlin or at your respective locations, analyze and 
systematize findings and prepare a coherent narrative, have fun alone or in groups! 

Session 9 – 3 Nov 2021 

Virtual and Real Exploration II: Presenting Traces of Nationalism and Conflicts 
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In this session, students will present their findings from session 9 to the class. The 
results of each student or group will be discussed in the analytical framework of the 
course. The exchange will also look at questions such as modernity and nationalism 
as well as possible problems or dangers of the findings. Students are encouraged to 
enrich their own contributions with material that they find in the media or in other 
public sources. 

Learning Outcomes: design and present your findings in a coherent and interesting 
manner, apply reality to theories of nationalism, understand new political and 
historical contexts from other students’ explorations, connect the dots, transfer your 
findings and knowledge to the new contexts. 

Session 10 – 10 Nov 2021 

Conflict Resolution I: Preventing a Civil War (Simulation Game) 

In this session, students will study a complex scenario of an emerging conflict. 
Subsequently, they will be assigned roles of different key players and interact with 
each other. A mediator and their team will confront local and regional actors in order 
to prevent an escalation of violence and a full-fledged civil war. 

Readings: 

Course material on the simulation game. 

Learning Outcomes: assess a conflict situation in real time, sharpen analytical 
understanding on conflicts, draw your own conclusions, provide decision-making on 
the basis of fluid information, know how to find partners, and think strategically. 

Session 11 – 17 Nov 2021 

Conflict Resolution II: Challenges of the UN Mediation in Syria (Stop-and-Go Exercise) 

The Syrian conflict emerged during the Arab Spring but has taken a very different 
road compared to other Arab countries, sliding into one of the most brutal, complex 
and violent conflicts of recent times. The fighting has turned into a regional proxy war 
with many actors, has fragmented the Syrian territory and the participants inside and 
outside Syria. It has caused a humanitarian disaster and a large refugee crisis that 
has spilled over into European politics and societies. 

Amidst this complex scenario, what can a conflict mediation look like? Four UN 
Special Envoys for Syria have tried their best to stop or at least contain the war, but 
have failed. This session will look into mediation design, actors, approaches and 
lessons learned from a practical perspective of the Geneva Talks. Conceived as a 
stop-and-go exercise, students will follow a hands-on presentation of events, in which 
they will have to jump in at various moments to come up with ideas of their own about 
how to resolve a deadlock. 

Readings: 
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- Sven Koopmans, Negotiating Peace: A Guide to the Practice, Politics, and Law of 
International Mediation, Oxford 2018, pp.6-24, 87-120 

- Lakhdar Brahimi/Salman Ahmed: The Seven Deadly Sins of Mediation 
(https://peacemaker.un.org/sites/peacemaker.un.org/files/SevenDeadlySinsofMediatio 
n_BrahimiAhmed2008.pdf) 

- Muriel Asseburg/Wolfram, Lacher/Mareike Transfeld: Mission impossible? UN 
Mediation in Libya, Syria and Yemen, SWP Berlin, October 2018, pp.7-14, 28-43 
(https://www.ssoar.info/ssoar/bitstream/handle/document/60446/ssoar-2018-asseburg 
_et_al-Mission_impossible_UN_mediation_in.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y&lnknam 
e=ssoar-2018-asseburg_et_al-Mission_impossible_UN_mediation_in.pdf) 

- Raymond Hinnebusch/I. William Zartman: UN Mediation in the Syrian Crisis: From 
Kofi Annan to Lakhdar Brahimi, IPS New York 2016 
(https://www.ipinst.org/2016/03/un-mediation-syrian-crisis) 

Learning Outcomes: understand the Syrian conflict and the UN mediation process 
from an inside perspective, summarize concepts and skills of conflict resolution and 
the family of negotiations, assess the obstacles to successful mediation, and work on 
own solutions to negotiations blockages. 

Session 12 – 24 Nov 2021 

Virtual Excursion II: Mediation capacities in the German Foreign Office 

This session is dedicated to a conversation with a representative of the conflict 
mediation desk of the German Foreign Office. 

Learning Outcomes: understand the diplomatic approach to conflict resolution and 
mediation as well as its methodology and practical implementation, apply the 
acquired knowledge to policy-making, identify the job profile of mediations. 

Session 13 – 1 Dec 2021 

Conflict Resolution III: Local Mediation among Communities in the Balkans 

This session will be led by guest lecturers from the Berlin Center for Integrative 
Mediation. In their work on the ground in Serbia and Kosovo, these experts have 
collected first-hand experience of mediation at the local level. They have tried to 
bridge gaps between ethno-national groups, attempted to find creative solutions, 
common projects and identities for the inhabitants of villages and towns in the 
formerly embattled areas. Many practical examples of this work will complement the 
analytical frame of conflict resolution. 

Readings: 

- Carla Schraml/Kristina Coric: Ethnicised Politics and Everyday Life in Mostar and the 
Region, in: Impuls 06/2019 
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(https://www.cssp-mediation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Schraml.-Coric.-2018.-
Ethnicised-politics-and-everyday-life.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1zTvMYBeF7wPralc88L0S3KS 
ShC451I7coIc-yC-PqfXJELDow3QHLtnw) 

Learning Outcomes: understand the political challenges of the Balkans, assess the 
approach of a specialized NGO to local mediation on the ground, reflect on its 
methodology and practical work, identify the job profile of mediations. 

Session 14 – 8 Dec 2021 
Conflict Resolution IV: Reforming the UN Security Council (Simulation Game) 

From local roots of conflict to the highest international level of long-standing 
controversies: In a simulation game, students will represent different countries with 
diverging interests on the question of how the UN Security Council should be 
reformed. While most countries agree that a reform of this crucial UN body is overdue 
in a system that still reflects the post-World War II order, no consensus has been 
reached on the “how” of change during many years of discussion. In this exercise, the 
flaws as well as different levels and forms of problems of the UNSC will come to light 
and, perhaps, consensus on at least some issues may be reached. 

Readings: 

- Charter of the United Nations (https://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/) 

- “Vetoed! What's wrong with the UN security council – and how it could do better” 
(https://www.theguardian.com/world/ng-interactive/2015/sep/23/un-security-council-fai 
ling-70-years) 

- Theses Towards a Democratic Reform of the UN Security Council 
(https://www.eda.admin.ch/dam/mission-new-york/en/speeches-to-the-un/20180206-n 
ew-york-statement-Accountability-Coherence-Transparency_EN.pdf) 

- Informal Reform of the United Nations Security Council 
(http://www.scielo.br/pdf/cint/v40n1/0102-8529-cint-2018400100097.pdf) 

- “Uniting for Consensus” Group (UfC) held a meeting in New York: 
(https://www.esteri.it/mae/en/sala_stampa/archivionotizie/comunicati/2018/09/riunione 
-dei-ministri-degli-esteri-del-gruppo-united-for-consensus.html) 

- Intergovernmental Negotiations: 
(https://www.un.org/pga/72/wp-content/uploads/sites/51/2018/03/IGN-Security-Counci 
l-Reform.compressed.pdf) 

- Accountability, Coherence and Transparency (ACT)statement: 
(https://www.eda.admin.ch/dam/mission-new-york/en/speeches-to-the-un/20180206-n 
ew-york-statement-Accountability-Coherence-Transparency_EN.pdf) 

Learning Outcomes: understand the meaning and operating procedure of the UN 
Security Council, understand its political and structural challenges, apply acquired 
knowledge and personal mediation skills in finding compromises and solutions, 
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analyze and anticipate complex negotiation situations and the national interests of 
states. 

Final Paper due on 17 Dec 2021, 6:00 PM CET, to be submitted via NYU classes 

Recommendations for Teaching and Learning in Blended Learning Environment 
To optimize the experience in a blended learning environment, please consider the following: 

● Be mindful of your microphone and video display during synchronous class meetings. 
As research has shown, quiet and visually neutral backgrounds are conducive to 
learning. 

● Please do not eat during class and minimize any other distracting noises (e.g. rustling 
of papers and leaving the classroom before the break, unless absolutely necessary). 

● If joining remotely, consider adding your preferred name and pronouns to your Zoom 
name. 

● If deemed necessary by the study away site (i.e., a COVID-19 related necessity), 
synchronous class sessions may be recorded and archived for other students to view. 
This will be announced at the beginning of class time. 

Suggested Learning Opportunities that Relate to our Course 
Around Oct 3, and in the aftermath of the German elections, NYU Berlin will offer events 
related to remembering the Fall of the Berlin Wall, as well as an event reflecting on the 
outcome of the German elections and on what to expect from the new era after Angela 
Merkel. Please check NYU Berlin’s biweekly “Berliner Brief” for event updates. Furthermore, 
take note of NYU Berlin’s discussion on "Climate Justice: How to Keep the Planet Cool and 
Make it more Equitable" with Claire Fyson (Climate Analytics) and Andrzej Ancygier (Climate 
Analytics, NYU Berlin) on September 30, 6:00–7:30pm CEST. 

Your Lecturer 
Dr. Carsten Wieland has worked and lived in numerous conflict countries. As a diplomat he 
will feed into the course his practical experience in international diplomacy and conflict 
resolution. He has also worked as a senior UN consultant, Middle East and conflict expert 
with high-ranking mediation experience. Currently, he is working as a senior Middle East 
advisor with the Green Party Parliamentary Group in the German Bundestag. 

In 2014 and from 2016 till November 2019, he served with three UN Special Envoys for Syria 
as Senior Expert for Intra-Syrian Talks and political advisor in the political process of the 
Syrian crisis. During that time he was also a Fellow at the Geneva Centre for Security Policy 
(GCSP). Dr. Wieland had worked in the Syria team of the Foreign Office in Berlin and as 
director of the German Information Center for the Arab World in Cairo. 

Dr. Wieland has published numerous articles and books, among others on Syria, nationalism, 
ethnic conflicts in the Balkans and in South Asia, on Islamism and secularism. He is a guest 
professor at the Universidad del Rosario in Bogotá after having worked as the country 
representative of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation in Colombia between 2006 and 2008. 
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In 2006 he was a fellow at the Public Policy Institute at Georgetown University, Washington, 
DC. Before that, he worked for the Goethe Institute in Cairo and Munich. A journalist by 
training, he reported from the United States, the Middle East, and Latin America as a foreign 
correspondent for the German Press-Agency (DPA). In 1994, he worked as a freelance 
journalist in Sarajevo during the Bosnian War. 

Dr. Wieland studied history, political science and philosophy at Humboldt University in Berlin, 
Duke University in North Carolina and at Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi. 

Academic Policies 

Grade Conversion 

Your lecturer may use one of the following scales of numerical equivalents to letter grades: 

A = 94-100 or 4.0 
A- = 90-93 or 3.7 
B+ = 87-89 or 3.3 
B = 84-86 or 3.0 
B- = 80-83 or 2.7 
C+ = 77-79 or 2.3 
C = 74-76 or 2.0 
C- = 70-73 or 1.7 
D+ = 67-69 or 1.3 
D = 65-66 or 1.0 
F = below 65 or 0 

Attendance Policy 
Studying at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive 
experience, in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in 
discussion-based seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active 
participation of all students. And since classes typically meet once or twice a week, even a 
single absence can cause a student to miss a significant portion of a course. To ensure the 
integrity of this academic experience, class attendance at the centers, or online through NYU 
Brightspaces if the course is remote synchronous/blended, is expected promptly when class 
begins. Attendance will be checked at each class meeting. If you have scheduled a remote 
course immediately preceding/following an in-person class, you may want to write to 
berlin.academics@nyu.edu to see if you can take your remote class at the Academic Center. 

As soon as it becomes clear that you cannot attend a class, you must inform your professor 
and/or the Academics team (berlin.academics@nyu.edu) by e-mail immediately (i.e. before 
the start of your class). Absences are only excused if they are due to illness, Moses Center 
accommodations, religious observance or emergencies. Your professor or site staff may ask 
you to present a doctor's note or an exceptional permission from an NYU Staff member as 
proof. Emergencies or other exceptional circumstances that you wish to be treated 
confidentially must be presented to NYU Berlin’s director or Wellness Counselor. Doctor's 
notes must be submitted in person or by e-mail to the Academics team, who will inform your 
professors. 
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Unexcused absences may be penalized with a two percent deduction from the student’s final 
course grade for every week's worth of classes missed, and may negatively affect your class 
participation grade. Four unexcused absences in one course may lead to a Fail in that 
course. Being more than 15 minutes late counts as an unexcused absence. Furthermore, 
your professor is entitled to deduct points for frequently joining the class late. 

Exams, tests and quizzes, deadlines, and oral presentations that are missed due to illness 
always require a doctor's note as documentation. It is the student's responsibility to produce 
this doctor's note and submit it to site staff; until this doctor's note is produced the missed 
assessment is graded with an F and no make-up assessment is scheduled. In content 
classes, an F in one assignment may lead to failure of the entire class. 

Regardless of whether an absence is excused or not, it is the student's responsibility to catch 
up with the work that was missed. 

Final exams 
Final exams must be taken at their designated times. Should there be a conflict between your 
final exams, please bring this to the attention of the Academics team. Final exams may not 
be taken early, and students should not plan to leave the site before the end of the finals 
period. 

Late Submission of Work 
(1) Work submitted late receives a penalty of 2 points on the 100 point scale for each day 

it is late (including weekends and public holidays), unless an extension has been 
approved (with a doctor's note or by approval of NYU Berlin's administration), in 
which case the 2 points per day deductions start counting from the day the extended 
deadline has passed. 

(2) Without an approved extension, written work submitted more than 5 days (including 
weekends and public holidays) following the submission date receives an F. 

(3) Assignments due during finals week that are submitted more than 3 days late 
(including weekends and public holidays) without previously arranged extensions 
will not be accepted and will receive a zero. Any exceptions or extensions for 
work during finals week must be discussed with the Site Director, Dr. Gabriella 
Etmektsoglou. 

(4) Students who are late for a written exam have no automatic right to take extra time or 
to write the exam on another day. 

(5) Please remember that university computers do not keep your essays - you must save 
them elsewhere. Having lost parts of your essay on the university computer is no 
excuse for a late submission. 

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism 

As the University's policy on "Academic Integrity for Students at NYU" states: "At NYU, a 
commitment to excellence, fairness, honesty, and respect within and outside the classroom is 
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essential to maintaining the integrity of our community. By accepting membership in this 
community, students take responsibility for demonstrating these values in their own conduct 
and for recognizing and supporting these values in others." Students at Global Academic 
Centers must follow the University and school policies. 

NYU takes plagiarism very seriously; penalties follow and may exceed those set out by your 
home school. Your lecturer may ask you to sign a declaration of authorship form, and may 
check your assignments by using TurnItIn or another software designed to detect offences 
against academic integrity. 

The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images, or data as though they 
were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of plagiarism. It is 
also an offense to submit work for assignments from two different courses that is substantially 
the same (be it oral presentations or written work). If there is an overlap of the subject of your 
assignment with one that you produced for another course (either in the current or any 
previous semester), you MUST inform your professor. 

For guidelines on academic honesty, clarification of the definition of plagiarism, examples of 
procedures and sanctions, and resources to support proper citation, please see: 

NYU Academic Integrity Policies and Guidelines 

NYU Library Guides 

Inclusivity Policies and Priorities 
NYU’s Office of Global Programs and NYU’s global sites are committed to equity, diversity, 
and inclusion. In order to nurture a more inclusive global university, NYU affirms the value of 
sharing differing perspectives and encourages open dialogue through a variety of 
pedagogical approaches. Our goal is to make all students feel included and welcome in all 
aspects of academic life, including our syllabi, classrooms, and educational activities/spaces. 

Attendance Rules on Religious Holidays 
Members of any religious group may, without penalty, excuse themselves from classes when 
required in compliance with their religious obligations. Students who anticipate being absent 
due to religious observance should notify their lecturer AND NYU Berlin’s Academics Office 
in writing via e-mail one week in advance. If examinations or assignment deadlines are 
scheduled on the day the student will be absent, the Academics Office will schedule a 
make-up examination or extend the deadline for assignments. Please note that an absence 
is only excused for the holiday but not for any days of travel that may come before and/or 
after the holiday. See also University Calendar Policy on Religious Holidays 

Pronouns and Name Pronunciation (Albert and Zoom) 
Students, staff, and faculty have the opportunity to add their pronouns, as well as the 
pronunciation of their names, into Albert. Students can have this information displayed to 
faculty, advisors, and administrators in Albert, Brightspace, the NYU Home internal directory, 
as well as other NYU systems. Students can also opt out of having their pronouns viewed by 
their instructors, in case they feel more comfortable sharing their pronouns outside of the 

16 

SAMPLE SYLLABUS 

http://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html
http://nyu.libguides.com/content.php?pid=123054&sid=1057581
http://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/university-calendar-policy-on-religious-holidays.html


      

       

  

           

 

         

   

         

            

    

    

        

classroom. For more information on how to change this information for your Albert account, 
please see the Pronouns and Name Pronunciation website. 

Students, staff, and faculty are also encouraged, though not required, to list their pronouns, 
and update their names in the name display for Zoom. For more information on how to make 
this change, please see the Personalizing Zoom Display Names website. 

Moses Accommodations Statement 
Academic accommodations are available for students with documented and registered 
disabilities. Please contact the Moses Center for Student Accessibility (+1 212-998-4980 or 
mosescsd@nyu.edu) for further information. Students who are requesting academic 
accommodations are advised to reach out to the Moses Center as early as possible in the 
semester for assistance. Accommodations for this course are managed through NYU Berlin. 

Bias Response 
The New York University Bias Response Line provides a mechanism through which 
members of our community can share or report experiences and concerns of bias, 
discrimination, or harassing behavior that may occur within our community. 

Experienced administrators in the Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO) receive and assess 
reports, and then help facilitate responses, which may include referral to another University 
school or unit, or investigation if warranted according to the University's existing 
Non-Discrimination and Anti-Harassment Policy. 

The Bias Response Line is designed to enable the University to provide an open forum that 
helps to ensure that our community is equitable and inclusive. 

To report an incident, you may do so in one of three ways: 

● Online using the Web Form (link) 

● Email: bias.response@nyu.edu 

● US Phone Number: +1 212-998-2277 

● Local Number in Berlin: +49 (0) 30 2902 91277 

Please consider the environment before printing this syllabus. If printing is necessary, please select only the 
essential page range. 
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