
NYU ACCRA
COLIT-UA 9666

African Women Speak

Instructor Information
● Esi Sutherland-Addy
● Institute of African Studies University of Ghana
● By appointment

Course Information
● COLIT-UA 9666
● African Women Speak
● This course shall focus on the place of women in the literary tradition, an issue

that is very current in the discourse on the literature of Africa and its Diaspora.
Women writers have emerged at the forefront of the movement to restore African
women to their proper place in the study of African history, society and culture.
In this process, the need to recognize the women as literary artists in the oral
mode has also been highlighted. Furthermore, the work of women writers is
gaining increasing significance and deserves to be examined within the context
of canon formation. Authors and texts, focusing on such topics as the heritage of
women’s literature, images of women in the works of male writers; women in
traditional and contemporary society; women and the African family in the literary
tradition; literature as a tool for self-definition and self-liberation; African women
writers; female expressions of cultural nationalism in the Caribbean; female
novelists of the African continent; Black women dramatists; the poetry of African
women. Emphasis will be placed on the works and thought of a select personality
from time to time to celebrate a significant moment in history.
NOTE: There is some flexibility in the choice of texts and exercises to
accommodate student interests and prior knowledge. This outline may thus be
modified, and if so, will be finalized after the 2nd meeting of the class.
The course is mostly structured on a lecture and discussion format. Many of the
texts are literary and require interpretation. This requires the active contribution
of all members of the class. Some sessions are organized around group work
and plenary sessions. Practical workshops with artists and lecture sessions with
guest lecturers are incorporated into the course as well.
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While students who have taken courses in areas such as African literature, Gender,
African American Literature, Feminism, African Art will have had a head start, this
course is designed for any undergraduate student with an interest in literature, the arts,
and gender and how these play out in the African context.

● Mondays 9 am-12 Noon
● Classroom 2, NYU Academic Centre Accra

● [Not Applicable]

Course Overview and Goals
This course involves a pursuit of platforms, spaces and ways in which African women
express themselves. It seeks to engage with the narrative of the silences and absences
of African women in significant areas social, political and cultural life. Focusing mostly
on literary expression the course explores the place of women in the African literary
tradition, an issue that is very current in the discourse on the literature of Africa and its
Diaspora. In addition, a body of literary works by who writers have also emerged at the
forefront of the movement to restore African women to their proper place in the study of
African history, society and culture will be explored.

Upon Completion of this Course, students will be able to:
(a) appreciate the relationship between the arts and society in African communities

both on the continent and in the diaspora
(b) competently discuss dialogue between their own heritage of thoughts and

experiences of womanhood and those of African women.

(c) engage with the themes and craft of African Women (Literary) Artists

(d) identify canonical and emerging works (both written and oral) produced by African
women

(e) appreciate forms of self-expression by African women and relate them to different
fields of study

Course Requirements

Class Participation
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Students will be required to have a thorough familiarity with assigned reading and
participate fully in class. Class participation will involve group work, presentation of
literary texts and participant- observation of performances and workshops.

Assignment  Format
Students will be asked to a brief 2-3-page review of books or undertake a reflection
paper of the same length on a particular theme. This will be indicated in the detailed
course outline.

Tests & Quizzes
For the mid-term examination students will be required to take an examination in class
based on a previously assigned piece of writing

Oral Presentation of Final Research Paper: Students will be required to make a
10-15minute presentation of their research paper.

Students will be expected to prepare a 10-12-page research paper [Times New
Roman:  12 double spaced] on a subject of their choice based on the theme and sub
themes of the course.

Assigned Readings
From the over view provided in weeks one and two, prepare a 2page thought piece about the
relationship between the arts, gender and society.

Grading of Assignments
The grade for this course will be determined according to the following formula:

Assignments/Activities % of Final Grade

Class participation [10%]

Review of Literature [30%]

Mid semester examination [20%]

Oral presentation of research [10%]

Final Research Paper [30%]

Letter Grades
Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows:
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Letter Grade Points Percent

A 4.00 94%-100%

A- 3.67 90% – 93%

B+ 3.33 87% - 89%

B 3.00 84% - 86%

B- 2.67 80% - 83%

C+ 2.33 77% - 79%

C 2.00 74% - 76%

C- 1.67 70% - 73%

D 1.00 65% - 69%

F .00 65 or lower

View Grades
All assignments will be graded and handed over in class. However, midterm grades and final
grades will be uploaded unto NYU Classes.

Course Schedule

Topics and Assignments

Week/Date Topic Reading Assignment Due

Week 1
27th August

Gender, the
Arts and
Society: A
General
Introduction

[Insert reading]

Read all texts
assigned and
prepare discussion
notes for Week2
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This session is to
establish the
assumptions
underlying the
course
It is a general
discussion, which
will review basic
concepts across
cultures.
Discussants
(professor and
students) will
(a) Review notions

such as ‘Africa’
and
‘globalization.’

(b) Share their
understanding
of gender as it
operates in their
own society

(c) Express their
view about the
arts in society

(d) Share their
expectations of
the course

View and discuss
Chimamanda
Adichie’s ‘We
Should All be
Feminists’

Week 2
3rd Sept

Literature as a
Source of Notions
of Gender

Esi
Sutherland-Addy
“The Metaphysics
and the Politics of
Gender
Representation in
the Arts of Africa” in
Kofi Anyidoho and
Helen Lauer (Eds)
Reclaiming the
Human Sciences
and Humanities

From the over view
provided in weeks
one and two, prepare
a 2page thought
piece about the
relationship between
the arts, gender and
society. Due 10th

September
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through African
Perspectives.
Accra:
(pp.1311-1327) [To
be sent
electronically]
F.E.M.K. Senkoro  “
Understanding
Gender through
Genre: Oral
Literature as a
Vehicle for Gender
Studies in East
Africa” (To be sent
electronically)
Aissatou Sidikou
Recreating Words,
Reshaping Worlds
(31-79)

Sutherland-Addy
E. and Diaw A
Women Writing
Africa: West
Africa and the
Sahel
(Introduction).

Week 3
10th Sept

Literature as a
Source of Notions
of Gender II

Gcina Mhlophe
“Storytelling: A part of
Our Heritage” (The
Muse of Modernity
109-116)
Fatima Sadiqui e et

al Women Writing
Africa: The
Northern Region
pp1-59

[Insert assignment]

Week 4
17th Sept

Is There Any Such
Thing as Women’s
Writing?

Susan Andrade
The Nation Writ
Small
(intro&conclusion)
Lola Shoneyin The
Secret Lives of

Students to write a
brief reflection paper
on polygamy in
Africa for discussion
in class.
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Baba Segi’s
Wives.

Anna Dao “The
Perfect Wife” in
Sutherland-Addy
&Diaw Women
Writing Africa:
West Africa and
the Sahel Susan
Andrade The
Nation Writ Small
(intro&conclusion)
Lola Shoneyin The
Secret Lives of
Baba Segi’s
Wives.
Anna Dao  “The
Perfect Wife” in
Sutherland-Addy
&Diaw Women
Writing Africa:
West Africa and
the Sahel

Week 5
24th Sept

Women’s Art in
African Society:
The Body as a site
for women’s
artistic expression.
(GUEST
FACILITATORS)

Barbara Thompson
(Ed) Extracts from
Black
Womanhood:
Images, Icons and
Ideologies of the
African Bodies
(27-47; 163-179;
279-309

Students to write a
report of the
discussion with guest
facilitators to be
handed in on 1st Oct

Week 6
1st Oct

Theorizing
Womanhood in the
Context of the
African World
Experience I

Beverly
Guy-Sheftall (Ed).
Words of Fire
(37-38; 254-292;
338-358)
Chimamanda
Adichie
Americanah

Students to hand
in a
5-7page-thought
piece on the
question “Has
Being Female any
Particular Impact
on the Experience
of Racism?  To be
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printed out and
handed in by the
close of day.

Week 7
8th Oct

Mid Semester
Examination

Week 8
15th Oct Mid-Semester Break

Week 9
22nd Oct

Theorizing
Womanhood in the
Context of the
African World
Experience II

Amina Mama 2012
What does it mean
to do feminist
research in
African contexts?
Feminist Theory &
Activism in Global
Perspective: FR
Conference
Proceedings,
e4–e20 in
Feminist Review
2012

Rosalyn
Terborg-Penn,
Sharon Harley and
Andrea Rushing
Benton. “W omen
in Africa and the
African Diaspora”
Filomina Chioma
Steady “African
Feminism: A
Worldwide
Perspective”
(3-22)
Niara Surdakasa
“The Status of
Women in
Indigenous
African Societies”
(73-88)

[Insert assignment]
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Andrea B. Rushing
“On Becoming a
Feminist:
Learning from
Africa”

Week 10
29th Oct

Celebrating 20th

Century Classics

So Long a Letter by
Mariama Ba

Efuru by Flora
Nwapa

Students are to
analyse the assigned
texts from the point
of view of literary
feminism

Week 11
5th Nov

Dramatic
Dialogues: Women
Playwrights
Setting the pace
sert topic]

Dilemma of a
Ghost by Ama Ata
Aidoo
Dania Guira by
Eclipsed

Students are to
research and
prepare a
well-illustrated
presentation on the
theatrical career of
Dania Guira [photos
and video included]
For presentation in
class.

Week 12
12th Nov

Women Making
Theatre:Visit to Accra
Theatre
Workshop

Read facebook and
websites of  Elisabeth
Efua Sutherland and
Akosua Hanson

Prepare report of
interactions at the
Accra Theatre
Workshops.

Week 13
19th Nov

Objectification and
Othering

Manu Herbstein:
Ama
Chimamanda
Adichie
Americanah

Students are to
prepare notes on two
questions
1.Can a man write a
women’s story
2. As an American,
how do you assess
the perspectives
taken by Adichie on
American society?
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Week 14
26th Nov

Women’s Lives in
Their Own Words

Spirit Rising My
Life, My Music by
Angelique Kidjo

All God’s Children
Need Travelling
Shoes by Maya
Angelou

Student’s will select
videos on Utube and
prepare an artistic
portfolio of either of
the assigned
personalities

Week 15
3rd Dec

Women Presenting
Women: Interaction
with Literary Bloggers

Current pages of
KinnaReads and
Brittle paper

Students will conduct
an interview of Kinna
Likimani

Week 16
10th Dec

Oral Presentations of
research project

Tests and Quizzes
● 8th Oct.  Mid-Semester Examination. This will be a 21/2 hour sit down test.
● 10th Dec. Oral Presentation of Final Research Paper
● 14th Dec. Hand in Final Research Paper

Course Materials
Texts not listed here will be available at the NYU Accra Center Library.

Required Textbooks & Materials
Eclipsed. by Guairá Danai
Secret Lives of Baba Segi’s Wives. By Lola Shoneyin
The Marriage of Anansewa by Efua Sutherland

Resources
● Access your course materials: NYU Classes (nyu.edu/its/classes)
● Databases, journal articles, and more: Bobst Library (library.nyu.edu)
● Assistance with strengthening your writing: NYU Writing Center

(nyu.mywconline.com)
● Obtain 24/7 technology assistance: IT Help Desk (nyu.edu/it/servicedesk)

Course Policies
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Attendance and Tardiness
Study abroad at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive
experience, in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in
discussion based seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active
participation of all students. And since classes typically meet once or twice a week,
even a single absence can cause a student to miss a significant portion of a course. To
ensure the integrity of this academic experience, class attendance at the center is
mandatory, and unexcused absences will affect students' semester grades. Students
are responsible for making up any work missed due to absence. Repeated absences
will result in harsher penalties, including failure. Absences are only excused if they are
due to illness, religious observance or family emergencies. For courses that meet
once a week, one unexcused absence will be penalized by a two percent
deduction from the student’s final course grade. For courses that meet two or
more times a week, the same penalty will apply to two unexcused absences.

Students observing a religious holiday during regularly scheduled class time are entitled
to miss class without any penalty to their grade. This is for the holiday only and does not
include the days of travel that may come before and/or after the holiday. Students must
notify their professor and the Office of Academic Support in writing via email one week
in advance before being absent for this purpose. Accommodations would be made to
allow students who have been absent for religious reasons to make up any missed
work.

Note:  If for any reason you are unable to attend class, you are FIRST required to contact
and inform the NYU Accra Manager of Student Services directly at the Academic Centre
or email mao9@nyu.edu

Late Assignment

Late submissions are not permitted except in the case of illness with the explicit
agreement of the Professor

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism
As the University's policy on "Academic Integrity for Students at NYU" states: "At NYU,
a commitment to excellence, fairness, honesty, and respect within and outside the
classroom is essential to maintaining the integrity of our community. By accepting
membership in this community, students take responsibility for demonstrating these
values in their own conduct and for recognizing and supporting these values in others."
Students at Global Academic Centers must follow the University and school
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policies.

Disability Disclosure Statement
Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities. Please contact the
Moses Center for Students with Disabilities (212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) for further
information. Students who are requesting academic accommodations are advised to reach out
to the Moses Center as early as possible in the semester for assistance.

Note: Aspects of this syllabus could change in the course of the semester
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