
 

Page 1 

NYU DC 

HIST-UA 9629/POL-UA DC1 

American Foreign Policy in the 20th 

Century 

Spring 2019 

Instructor Information 

● John Prados 

● (301) 565 – 0564 

● Office hours Wednesday, 4:15-5:15 PM, Room 210 

● Jp94@nyu.edu, ellen.pinzur@verizon.net (preferred) 

Course Information 

● HIST-UA 9629/POL-UA DC1  

● American Foreign Policy in the 20th Century  

● This course will survey American Foreign Policy in the classic rising years (from the 
late 19th Century and the Spanish-American war to the early 21st Century (—the 
“Long 20th Century”). It will pay special attention to developing a “tool kit” of methods 
of historical analysis, using them to draw insights. For each of a series of watershed 
events in American foreign policy history there are different lessons depending upon 
how the analyst frames her or his inquiry. The course will present received histories 
and explore the additional insights that result from application of the “tool kit” forms 
historical and/or political analysis which students will employ throughout the 
semester.  
 
Types of analysis will include the “great man” in history, bureaucratic or institutional 
analysis, “great ideas” (ideological/philosophical analysis), inexorable movements 
(e.g. economic history, technological change), cultural history, and the impacts of 
military and/or intelligence events. 
 
At various points in the semester, beginning with the range of types of historical 
analysis included in the tool kit, students will receive hand-outs that help outline or 
specify class material. 
 

●  Wednesdays, 1:15 PM – 4:15 PM 

○ [Class room number TBD] 

mailto:Jp94@nyu.edu
mailto:ellen.pinzur@verizon.net
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Course Overview and Goals 

● Topics of the course will include the Spanish-American War, World War I, 
Peacemaking in the Wilsonian style, Internationalism as embodied in the league of 
Nations and the United Nations, Disarmament as reflected in naval arms limitation 
between the world wars, general and complete disarmament after World War II, and 
nuclear arms control during the Cold War; foreign policy consequences of economic 
events (e.g. the policy impact of the Open Door, the Great Depression, the Marshall 
Plan), World War II, the Cold War, the Berlin Crises, Intervention in Korea and 
Vietnam, the Cuban Missile Crisis, the rise of human rights as a foreign policy 
concern, the end of the Cold War after the Reagan administration, the increasing 
importance of the Middle East, the origins of the Iraq war, and the post-Cold War 
era into the present. 
 
As a means of contrasting past with present the class will begin each session with 
joint commentary and observations on the extraordinary political events that 
surround us today. Following a brief break, class will resume with study of the 
syllabus topic for the day. A longer break midway through will enable students to run 
short errands, after which the group will turn to class discussions that illustrate 
operation of our modes of historical analysis. In general, during each session one 
student will lead the discussion of insights afforded about our historical period by 
one of our types of historical analysis. The instructor will assist the student 
discussion leader, moderate the discussion, while also presenting a “baseline 
history” of the period plus insights about the subject from other modes of analysis 
that do not benefit from the attention of a discussion leader. 
 
The class will emphasize student participation. Students are expected to contribute 
comments, questions, and observations from session to session. Student discussion 
leaders at each session will select and employ types of historical analysis from the 
tool kit. Students will meet with me in advance of their turn as discussion leaders so 
as to coordinate their preparations. Students will also coordinate with me on their 
paper topics through the semester. Early on, as a familiarization, we will be making 
a field trip (on a class day) to the National Security Archive at George Washington 
University, for the purpose of seeing how primary source documents (and other 
library sources) can be used in research papers. For Session 4 we will make a field 
trip to the Smithsonian Museum of American History. Later in the semester we will 
break up into teams to conduct a political-diplomatic simulation game of a current 
international crisis situation. 
 
Two short papers and one longer one will be required, with the subject discussed 
with me in advance. These are covered in more detail below. There will also be two 
in-class quizzes, which may occur at any time in the semester, to ensure that 
students are reading the course materials. 

Upon Completion of this Course, students will be able to: 

 Students will emerge from this class with a “tool kit” of historical methods of analysis 
suited to understanding any set of events. They shall also gain experience employing 
documents and government records as primary sources in research papers.  With 
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respect to the history of American foreign policy over the past century or so, students will 
gain a sense of how a variety of dynamics influence its evolution. The sequence of 
historical events considered will challenge students to develop more nuanced 
understanding of the impact of a range of factors. 

Course Requirements 

Class Participation 

The class will require two short papers (two of 5–10 pages) and one longer one (10–20 pages). 

Weekly class participation, one or two oral presentations (depending upon how many are in the 

course), and two quizzes on readings will also feature in the grade. 

Students will be required to volunteer for the discussion leader/commentator roles. A sign-up 

sheet will be circulated at our first meeting. Each class session will move through a 

chronological period or thematic element of the subject matter. The discussion leader will take 

one of the analytic approaches we are learning and apply it to the given case. Not all methods 

of analysis will be represented at every class session, but some sessions may feature multiple 

discussion leaders. The number will be worked out between students and instructor based on 

class registration. There will not be a set time of oral presentations, rather the class discussion 

will be freewheeling and open. The student who volunteers to take the first turn at discussion 

leader will be given 2 points of extra credit. 

Assignment 1 

The first paper (5–10 pages) will select an historical episode in the record of American foreign 

policy covered in the course. The paper must contain at least three citations to primary source 

documents from the National Security Archive or another documentary source as arranged with 

me.  The paper must outline basic events of the historic episode selected, and detail some 

factors, as described in the documents, that influenced the situation.  Students will become 

familiar with the use of original documentary material through this exercise. 

Assignment 2 

The second paper (5–10 pages) will take the foreign policy episode previously detailed—or, by 

arrangement with me, change subject—and apply to that subject one of the types of historical 

analysis learned in class, with the object of showing what insights regarding the subject of the 

paper can be derived from that variety of historical analysis. 

Assignment 3 

The third paper (10–20 pages) will take a different historical episode and describe what 

insights are furnished by the application of two varieties of historical analysis, and it will require 

the citation of primary source documents.  

The historical episodes students use in their papers will be selected in conjunction with the 

instructor. 
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Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component results in failure in the class.  

Tests & Quizzes 

Quizzes will be called by the instructor at his option and with no notice. A “quiz” will be a prompt 

for a short answer on some specific element in the reading for that session. 

Required Co-curricular Activities  

Visit the premises of the National Security Archive and George Washington University’s Gelman 

Library to familiarize yourself with resources of original documents and research materials 

pertaining to American national security and foreign policy. 

Grading of Assignments 

The grade for this course will be determined according to the following formula: 

 

Assignments/Activities % of Final Grade 

First Paper 20% 

Second Paper  20% 

Long (Third) Paper  35% 

Discussion Leader/Commentator 
Performance  

15% 

Class Participation  5% 

Spot Quizzes  5% 

Letter Grades 

Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 

Letter Grade Points Percent 

A 4.00 94-100 

A- 3.67 90-93 

B+ 3.33 87-89 

B 3.00 84-86 
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Letter Grade Points Percent 

B- 2.67 80-83 

C+ 2.33 77-79 

C 2.00 74-76 

C- 1.67 70-73 

D+ 1.33 67-69 

D 1.00 65-66 

F .00 Below 65 

View Grades 

Grades will be available on Albert.  

Course Schedule 

Topics and Assignments 

Week/Date Topic Reading Other 

Session 1 
6- Feb-19 

Introduction & Historical 
Events I 
 
Beginning of semester 
housekeeping conversation. 
We shall also discuss the field 
trip to the National Security 
Archive and attempt to derive 
a date and time suitable for 
everyone, so that students can 
gain access to the GWU 
Library computer systems at 
the earliest time possible. 
Explaining the idea of a 
historian’s “toolkit,” I will 
present an outline of a number 
of different approaches to 
historical analysis, the kinds of 
questions each asks, the kinds 
of data they require. These will 

Prados, Hoodwinked, 
pp. 1-50, 328-358 

 



 

Page 6 

Week/Date Topic Reading Other 

be our “toolkit.” Comments on 
the Varieties of Analysis will be 
welcomed.  
Example of the above, Part I : 
The Run Up to the Iraq War 
This session will begin our 
orientation to the toolkit. A 
barebones, simplified 
“received history” of the run up 
to the Iraq War will be 
presented. After that, for the 
remainder of this session and 
into the next (if necessary), 
approaches which modify that 
“baseline” understanding will 
be illustrated, including the 
“Great Man” theory of events, 
institutional analysis, and 
popular movements. The point 
in the first two sessions is to 
introduce varieties of analysis 
we will be using throughout the 
semester. 

Session 2 
13- Feb-19 

Run Up to the Iraq War: II (if 
needed) 
 
Dawn of the Epoch : Spanish-
American War to Early 20th 
Century 
 
FIELD TRIP to George 
Washington University’s 
Gelman Library to visit the 
National Security Archive 
offices, see stack locations 
for important source 
material, and register to use 
GW online resources. 
 
This session will complete 
discussion of the case study, if 
necessary. We will then shift to 
the chronological progression 
of American foreign policy. 
America entered the age of 
globalism—essentially the 

Walter LaFeber, The 
American Age, pp 
193-268. 

DISCUSSION 
LEADERS: A sign-up 
list will be passed 
around covering 
future class sessions 
on which students will 
volunteer as 
“discussion leaders,” 
exploring the results 
from particular types 
of the historical 
analysis from our 
toolkit as applied to 
our subject of the 
week. Each student 
will select and 
prioritize preferences 
from our toolkit and 
among our class 
sessions. I’ll do my 
best to honor 
preferences.   
Depending upon the 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Other 

modern age—in the years of 
President William McKinley. 
This session will examine how 
transformative the Spanish-
American War proved in terms 
of converting Americans from 
an internal vision of continental 
frontiers to an international 
one of world affairs, covering 
the period from the Spanish-
American War to World War I. 
The group will explore 
questions of how contours of 
the story we see morph, 
depending upon which lens of 
historical analysis we employ. 
The discussion will be 
abbreviated due to the field 
trip. 

number of students 
registered for the 
class you may expect 
either one or two 
discussion leader 
assignments. 
The commentators 
will help lead 
discussions when 
their subjects come 
up. The instructor will 
assist the discussion 
leaders when helpful 
or necessary, and 
meet with them in 
advance to ensure 
they are on the right 
track in preparations. 
Students who take 
assignment for the 
first session of 
discussions (Session 
3) will be awarded 
extra credit for taking 
it on themselves to 
present before having 
had the opportunity to 
coordinate with the 
instructor. 

Session 3 
20- Feb-19 

World War I and After 
 
The American burst onto the 
international stage coincided 
with the gathering forces that 
triggered World War I. The 
United States kept its 
neutrality for several years as 
Europe descended into what 
became a global conflict. The 
group will examine how the 
varieties of historical analysis 
shed different lights on how 
American neutrality gradually 
transformed into a stance 
favoring the Allied side in the 
war. 

Walter LaFeber, The 
American Age, pp. 
269-301. 
 
Binoy Kampmark, 
“‘No Peace with the 
Hohenzollerns’: 
American Attitudes 
on Political 
Legitimacy towards 
Hohenzollern 
Germany, 1917-
1918,” Diplomatic 
History, v. 34, no. 5, 
November 2010, pp. 
769-791. 

 



 

Page 8 

Week/Date Topic Reading Other 

Session 4 
27- Feb-19 

Versailles, the League of 
Nations, and the Depression 
Era 
FIELD TRIP: This session will 
be held at the Smithsonian 
Institution Museum of 
American History. Our group 
will explore parts of the 
museum that encompass our 
subjects in sessions 3, 4, and 
5. 
President Woodrow Wilson is 
a character who casts a large 
shadow across the history of 
American foreign policy. He 
also provides a suitable 
vehicle for a focus on the 
“Great Man” theory of history. 
During this session the group 
will consider whether there are 
historical cases where one 
method of analysis should be 
given precedence over others.  
The group will move on to 
examine the foreign policy 
consequences of the Great 
Depression, in which 
economic disaster led nations 
to seek to shield their 
economies by means of tariffs 
and protectionism; and how 
this trend combined with the 
America-first political forces 
that had defeated the League 
of Nations treaty to raise 
isolationism to the status of a 
movement. 

Walter LaFeber, The 
American Age, pp. 
302-363. 
Erez Manela, The 
Wilsonian Moment, 
pp. 55-62, 137-157, 
215-225. 
Stephen Wertheim, 
“The League That 
Wasn’t: American 
Designs for a 
Legalist-Sanctionist 
League of Nations 
and the Intellectual 
Origins of 
International 
Organization, 1914-
1920,” Diplomatic 
History, v. 35, no. 5, 
November 2011, pp. 
797-836. 

 

Session 5 
6- Mar-19 

World War II 
 
We will examine the outbreak 
of World War II in Europe and 
how isolationists sought to 
keep the U.S. out of it. We 
shall look at the myriad forces 
and concerns unleashed by 
the Second World War, 

Walter LaFeber, The 
American Age, pp. 
369-451. 

FIRST PAPER DUE 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Other 

including the influence of a 
“Great Man,” Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt. Events of the 
conflict, and the influence 
upon them of some of the 
structural and historical trends 
we have studied will be 
highlighted. Finally the group 
will discuss different kinds of 
historical analysis and how 
these permit varied insights to 
be drawn.   

Session 6 
13- Mar-19 

Collective Security and the 
United Nations, the Cold War 
Begins 
Much like the aftermath of 
World War I, the second war 
ended with a multilateral effort 
to create new international 
institutions that might prevent 
future conflicts. This session 
will compare and contrast the 
United States push to create a 
United Nations following the 
second war with its failure on 
the League of Nations initiative 
after the first. The classic 
historical questions regarding 
the Cold War revolve around 
whether it was a necessary 
conflict. Could a United 
Nations have prevented it? 
Would a more positive Soviet-
American relationship have 
avoided it? Starting from the 
knowledge the group has 
developed about World War II 
and the new international 
structure of the United 
Nations, the first hour will 
detail a number of the residual 
tensions and crisis arenas left 
behind from the war. The 
group will then apply its 
analytical techniques to search 
for insights in the origins of the 

Walter LaFeber, The 
American Age, pp. 
457-494. 
 
John Lewis Gaddis, 
“The Long Peace: 
Elements of Stability 
in the Postwar 
International 
System,” 
International Security, 
v. 10, no 4, Spring 
1986, pp. 1-44. 
 
Robert Jervis, “Was 
the Cold War a 
Security Dilemma?” 
Journal of Cold War 
Studies, v. 3, no. 1, 
Winter 2001, pp. 36-
60. 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Other 

conflict. We will consider 
multilateral institutions in 
general and what insights 
different analytical tools 
provide us about them.   

20- Mar-19 Spring Break - No Class   

Session 7 
27- Mar-19  

Korea, Indochina and the 
Eisenhower Era 
With the United States 
increasingly embroiled in the 
quasi-military but certainly 
ideological conflict of the Cold 
War, in 1950 North Korea 
suddenly invades South 
Korea. This starts off a decade 
of regional conflicts in Asia 
during which the Truman era 
gives way to the presidency of 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. This 
session will survey both 
commonalities and differences 
in the approaches of the two 
presidents. 

Walter LaFeber, The 
American Age, pp. 
502-573. 
 
Emily Abrams Ansari, 
“Shaping the Politics 
of Cold War Musical 
Diplomacy: An 
Epistemic Community 
of American 
Composers,” 
Diplomatic History, v. 
36, no. 1, January 
2012, pp. 41-52. 

 

Session 8 
3- Apr-19  

Kennedy and Johnson, Cuba 
and Vietnam 
 
President John F. Kennedy 
tried to distinguish his foreign 
policies from those of 
Eisenhower. Many spoke of a 
new dynamism in American 
policy. But looking at specific 
regional ventures—Cuba and 
Vietnam—the differences 
prove not to be so clear. 
Kennedy’s successor, Lyndon 
B. Johnson, was even more 
caught up in Vietnam. The 
group will employ its 
techniques of analysis to 
probe the dynamics behind 
these events. 

Walter LaFeber, The 
American Age, pp. 
580-632. 
 
John Bennett Sears, 
“Peace Work: The 
Antiwar Tradition in 
American Labor from 
the Cold War to the 
Iraq War,” Diplomatic 
History, v. 34, no. 4, 
September 2010, pp. 
699-720. 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Other 

Session 9 
10- Apr-19  

Nixon and the Parallax Shift 
 
Richard Nixon, though still 
embroiled in the Vietnam war, 
determined to become known 
for new foreign policy 
initiatives. Nixon’s opening to 
the People’s Republic of 
China, and the era of détente 
he fostered with the Soviet 
Union, temporarily eased the 
Cold War. We will consider 
whether the changes were 
structural ones or of lesser 
consequence. 

Walter LaFeber, The 
American Age, pp. 
633-674. 
 
Julian E. Zelizer, 
“Détente and 
Domestic Politics,” 
Diplomatic History, v. 
33, no. 4, September 
2009, pp. 653-670. 

SECOND PAPER 
DUE 

Session 10 
17- Apr-19 

Ronald Reagan and the End of 
the Cold War 
 
The Cold War continued in its 
classic mode past the era of 
détente and into the 1980s, 
when President Reagan raised 
the stakes and level of 
confrontation. Growing hostility 
led to a war scare in 1983, 
possibly the most dangerous 
moment since the Cuban 
Missile Crisis. Paradoxically, 
after this episode Mr. Reagan 
became more conciliatory. 
Reagan and Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev reached a 
series of agreements that 
considerably reduced 
tensions, and the Cold War 
effectively ended with the 
collapse of the Soviet Union in 
1991. 

Prados, How the 
Cold War Ended, pp. 
23-42, 47-72, 77-100, 
105-137, 143-178. 

SIMULATION ROLE 
PREFERENCES: A 
sign-up list will be 
passed around 
covering student 
preferences for team 
assignment in the 
upcoming political-
diplomatic simulation. 
I cannot promise you 
the role you want, but 
I will make every 
effort to meet your 
preferences. Final 
role assignments will 
be handed out next 
week. 

Session 11 
24- Apr-19 

Growing Involvement in the 
Middle East 
 
Starting from President 
Johnson’s time, events in the 
Middle East began to assume 
a greater proportion of the 

Peter L. Hahn, Crisis 
and Crossfire: The 
United States and the 
Middle East Since 
1945. Washington, 
DC: Potomac Books, 
2005, pp. 1-98. 

SIMULATION TEAM 
ASSIGNMENTS: 
Students will be 
informed of their 
assignments for next 
week’s political-
diplomatic simulation 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Other 

attention of American 
policymakers. With the 
October War in the Nixon era, 
and the Camp David accords 
in Jimmy Carter’s time, the 
Israeli-Palestinian issue 
assumed the shape it 
continues to have today. The 
class will use its pallet of 
analytical tools to glean 
insights on this area of 
American foreign policy. We 
will discuss the implications of 
the move of the U.S. Embassy 
to Israel to Jerusalem, and the 
effects of decades of 
occupation on Israeli-
Palestinian relations, as well 
as the linkages between the 
Arab-Israeli impasse and the 
current war on terror. 

game. Country-
specific additional 
readings will be 
provided. Team 
instructions will be 
provided. 

Session 12 
1- May-19 

Dilemmas of Modern 
Diplomacy: The South China 
Sea Simulation 
The kinds of policy dilemmas 
apparent in the Middle East 
are very characteristic of many 
foreign arenas in the Post-
Cold War world. As a 
mechanism for more vivid 
illustration of this, the class will 
participate in a political-
diplomatic simulation game in 
which we will break down into 
country teams and simulate a 
crisis in the South China Sea. 
Each team will have pre-set 
national objectives with the 
group having a general goal of 
reaching agreement on a 
formula to end conflict over 
national sovereignties and 
economic exploitation in this 
region. There will be one 
General Reading, and each 
team will be assigned 

GENERAL 
READING: Matthew 
R. Costlow, “Gunboat 
Diplomacy in the 
South China Sea,” 
Maxwell Air Force 
Base: U.S. Air Force 
Air War College: MA 
Thesis, 2012. 
 
PARTICULAR 
READINGS: As 
assigned to the 
teams. 
 
ADDITIONAL 
READING (not 
required): Bill Hayton, 
The South China 
Sea: The Struggle for 
Power in Asia. New 
Haven: Yale 
University Press, 
2014. 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Other 

particular readings. The entry 
below for “Additional Reading” 
is not required but will be 
useful for those who have 
greater interest in this topic. 

Session 13 
8- May-19 

Disarmament, Arms Limitation, 
and War 
The class will begin with a 
discussion of the results of last 
week’s political-diplomatic 
simulation. We shall reach a 
judgment on whether 
diplomacy is useful or not, 
easy or hard. Some of the 
most ambitious negotiations 
projects of the past century 
have been efforts to adopt 
multilateral limits on weapons, 
especially nuclear weapons. 
The group will flash back to 
the naval arms treaties of the 
1920s and 1930s, and to the 
Geneva talks on general and 
complete disarmament that 
began in the 1950s, to pick up 
the thread of arms 
negotiations in U.S. foreign 
policy. I will make a special 
presentation on the effects of 
nuclear weapons and apply 
this to the case of North 
Korea. The class will bring the 
conversation into the present 
by considering the Trump 
administration’s North Korea 
policy. This is an area where 
all varieties of historical 
analysis can be fruitfully 
applied. 

John Newhouse, War 
and Peace in the 
Nuclear Age, 333-
427. 
 
Sir Paul Lever, “The 
Cold War: The 
Golden Age of Arms 
Control,” Journal of 
Cold War History, v. 
14, no. 4, September 
2014, pp. 501-513. 

 

Session 14 
15- May-19 

Human Rights 
 
President Jimmy Carter 
transformed American foreign 
policy with his specific 
attention to human rights 

Clair Apodaca, 
Understanding U.S. 
Human Rights Policy, 
pp. 53-80, 110-112, 
133-135, 162-163, 
191-196. 

THIRD PAPER DUE 
May 15, 2019 
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Week/Date Topic Reading Other 

issues. Since Carter’s time 
every U.S. president has had 
to deal with the basic issue as 
well as with an international 
arena increasingly attuned to 
human rights as a global 
foreign policy concern. The 
class will employ its tools to 
probe the forces and interest 
groups that help drive human 
rights policy. 

 
David P. Forsythe, 
“Human Rights in 
U.S. Foreign Policy: 
Retrospect and 
Prospect,” Political 
Science Quarterly, v. 
105, no. 3, pp. 435-
454. 
 
David F. Schmitz and 
Vanessa Walker, 
“Jimmy Carter and 
the Foreign Policy of 
Human Rights: The 
Development of a 
Post-Cold War 
Foreign Policy,” 
Diplomatic History, v. 
28, no. 1 January 
2004, pp. 113-143. 

Session 15 
22-May-19 

Finals Week   

Papers 

● First Paper – March 6  

● Second Paper – April 10 

● Third Paper – May 15 

Course Materials 

Required Textbooks & Materials 

● John Prados, Hoodwinked: The Documents That Reveal How Bush Sold Us a War. New 

York: The New Press, 2004. 

● John Prados, How the Cold War Ended: Debating and Doing History. Washington, DC: 

Potomac Books, 2011. ISBN 978-1-59797-175-1. 

● Walter LaFeber, The American Age: 2: U.S. Foreign Policy at Home and Abroad since 

1896 (2nd edition). New York: W.W. Norton, 1994. ISBN 0-393-96476-0. 

● The following articles, if they are not available in “NYU Classes,” should be found using 

the NYU Library research function and employing JSTOR:  
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● Binoy Kampmark, “‘No Peace with the Hohenzollerns’: American Attitudes on Political 

Legitimacy towards Hohenzollern Germany, 1917-1918,” Diplomatic History, v. 34, no. 5, 

November 2010, pp. 769-791. 

● Stephen Wertheim, “The League That Wasn’t: American Designs for a Legalist-

Sanctionist League of Nations and the Intellectual Origins of International Organization, 

1914-1920,” Diplomatic History, v. 35, no. 5, November 2011, pp. 797-836. 

● John Lewis Gaddis, “The Long Peace: Elements of Stability in the Postwar International 

System,” International Security, v. 10, no 4, Spring 1986, pp. 1-44. 

● Robert Jervis, “Was the Cold War a Security Dilemma?” Journal of Cold War Studies, v. 

3, no. 1, Winter 2001, pp. 36-60. 

● Emily Abrams Ansari, “Shaping the Politics of Cold War Musical Diplomacy: An 

Epistemic Community of American Composers,” Diplomatic History, v. 36, no. 1, January 

2012, pp. 41-52. 

● John Bennett Sears, “Peace Work: The Antiwar Tradition in American Labor from the 

Cold War to the Iraq War,” Diplomatic History, v. 34, no. 4, September 2010, pp. 699-

720. 

● Matthew R. Costlow, “Gunboat Diplomacy in the South China Sea,” Maxwell Air Force 

Base: U.S. Air Force Air War College: MA Thesis, 2012. 

● Clair Apodaca, Understanding U.S. Human Rights Policy: A Paradoxical Legacy. NY: 

Routledge, 2006. ISBN: 0-415-95423-1. 

● Sir Paul Lever, “The Cold War: The Golden Age for Arms Control,” Journal of Cold War 

History, v. 14, no. 4, September 2014, pp. 501-513. 

● David P. Forsythe, “Human Rights in U.S. Foreign Policy: Retrospect and Prospect,” 

Political Science Quarterly, v. 105, no. 3, Autumn 1990, pp. 435-456. 

● David F. Schmitz and Vanessa Walker, “Jimmy Carter and the Foreign Policy of Human 

Rights: The Development of a Post-Cold War Foreign Policy,” Diplomatic History, v. 28, 

no. 1 January 2004, pp. 113-143. 

Optional Textbooks & Materials 

● Erez Manela, The Wilsonian Moment: Self-Determination and the International Origins of 

Anticolonial Nationalism. New York: Oxford University Press, 2007. ISBN: 0-19-53785-3-

9. 

● Peter L. Hahn, Crisis and Crossfire: The United States and the Middle East Since 1945. 

Washington, DC: Potomac Books, 2005. ISBN 1-57488-819-6. 

● John Newhouse, War and Peace in the Nuclear Age. NY: Vintage Books, 1991. ISBN: 

978-0679726456. 

Resources 

● Access your course materials: NYU Classes (nyu.edu/its/classes) 

● Databases, journal articles, and more: Bobst Library (library.nyu.edu) 

● Assistance with strengthening your writing: NYU Writing Center 

(nyu.mywconline.com) 

http://www.nyu.edu/its/classes
http://library.nyu.edu/
https://nyu.mywconline.com/
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● Obtain 24/7 technology assistance: IT Help Desk (nyu.edu/it/servicedesk) 

Course Policies 

Attendance and Tardiness 

Study abroad at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive 
experience, in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in discussion-
based seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active participation of all 
students. And since classes typically meet once or twice a week, even a single absence can 
cause a student to miss a significant portion of a course. To ensure the integrity of this 
academic experience, class attendance at the centers is mandatory, and unexcused 
absences will affect students' semester grades. Students are responsible for making up any 
work missed due to absence. Repeated absences in a course may result in failure. At all Global 
Academic Centers, unexcused absences will be penalized with a two percent deduction from 
the student’s final course grade (for courses that meet once per week; for courses that meet 
twice per week, it is a one percent reduction per missed class). 
 
To seek an excused absence for medical reasons, students must use the online absence 
reporting form within 24 hours of their first missed class. Students may be required to produce a 
doctor’s note with that day’s date, especially if the student has missed any classes already that 
semester or if exams/presentations/papers occurred in the missed class. 
 
Non-medical absences must be discussed with the Academic Staff at least 7 days before the 
missed date(s) in question. If faculty members do not receive notification of an excused 
absence, the student has not procured an excused absence. 
 
NYU Washington, DC expects students to arrive to class promptly (both at the beginning and 
after any breaks), to be attentive, and to remain for the duration of the class.  If full class 
attendance and participation becomes a problem, it is the prerogative of each lecturer to apply 
the rule for unexcused absences, which may include a two percent deduction from the student’s 
final course grade. 
 
Students are responsible for making up any work missed due to absence. This means they 
should initiate email and/ or office hour discussions to discuss any missed lectures and 
assignments and arrange a timeline for submitting missed work. 
 
Final exams must be taken at their designated times. Final exams may not be taken early, 
and students should not plan to leave Washington, DC before the end of the finals week. 
 
Please note that for classes involving a field trip or other external visit, transportation 
difficulties are never grounds for an excused absence.  It is the student’s responsibility to 
arrive at the announced meeting point in a punctual and timely fashion.  Staff members may 
always be reached by cell phone for advice regarding public transportation. 

Late Assignment 
 

1) Written work due in class must be submitted during the class time to the professor. 
2) Late work should be emailed to the faculty as soon as it is completed. 

http://www.nyu.edu/it/servicedesk


 

Page 17 

3) Late work will be reduced for a fraction of a letter grade (e.g., A to A-, A- to B+, etc.) 
for every day it is late, including weekends. 

4) Written work during the semester that is submitted 5 days after the submission date 
(including weekends) without an agreed extension fails and is given a zero. 

5) Students who arrive to class late for an exam do not have automatic approval to 
take extra time to complete the exam. 

6) Students who miss an exam (including the final) without previously arranged 
permission will receive a zero on that exam. 

7) Assignments due during finals week that are submitted more than 3 days without 
previously arranged extensions will not be accepted and will receive a zero. Any 
exceptions or extensions for work during finals week must be discussed with the 
Site Director. 

Incomplete Grade Policy 

An “incomplete” is a temporary grade that indicates that the student has, for good reason, not 

completed all of the course work. This grade is not awarded automatically nor is it guaranteed; 

rather, the student must ask the instructor for a grade of “incomplete,” present documented 

evidence of illness, an emergency, or other compelling circumstances, and clarify the remaining 

course requirements with the instructor. 

In order for a grade of “incomplete” to be registered on the transcript, the student must fill out a 

form, in collaboration with the course instructor and the academic administration at the site; it 

should then be submitted to the site’s academic office. The submitted form must include a 

deadline by which the missing work will be completed. This deadline may not be later than the 

end of the following semester. 

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism 

As the University's policy on "Academic Integrity for Students at NYU" states: "At NYU, a 
commitment to excellence, fairness, honesty, and respect within and outside the classroom 
is essential to maintaining the integrity of our community. By accepting membership in this 
community, students take responsibility for demonstrating these values in their own conduct 
and for recognizing and supporting these values in others." Students at Global Academic 
Centers must follow the University and school policies. 
 
The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images, or data as though 
they were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of 
plagiarism. 
 
NYU Washington, DC takes plagiarism very seriously; penalties follow and may exceed 
those set out by your home school. All your written work must be submitted as a hard copy 
AND in electronic form to the lecturer. Your lecturer may ask you to sign a declaration of 
authorship form. 
 
It is also an offense to submit work for assignments from two different courses that 
is substantially the same (be it oral presentations or written work). If there is an overlap of 
the subject of your assignment with one that you produced for another course (either in the 

http://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html
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current or any previous semester), you MUST inform your professor. 
 
For guidelines on academic honesty, clarification of the definition of plagiarism, examples of 
procedures and sanctions, and resources to support proper citation, please see: 

NYU Academic Integrity Policies and Guidelines  
 
NYU Library Guides  

Disability Disclosure Statement 

Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities. Please contact the 

Moses Center for Students with Disabilities (212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) for further 

information. Students who are requesting academic accommodations are advised to reach out 

to the Moses Center as early as possible in the semester for assistance. 

Religious Observances  

Students observing a religious holiday during regularly scheduled class time are entitled to miss 
class without any penalty to their grade. This is for the holiday only and does not include the 
days of travel that may come before and/or after the holiday.  
 
Students must notify their professor and the Washington, DC Academics team in writing via 
email at least 7 days before being absent for this purpose. 
 

About Your Instructor 
 
John Prados is a senior fellow of the National Security Archive in Washington DC, where he 
directs its projects on intelligence and on the Vietnam war, as well as assisting on other 
projects. Prados holds a PhD in Political Science (International Relations) from Columbia 
University. He is the author of about thirty books on assorted topics in international relations, 
national security, intelligence and military history, including The Ghosts of Langley: Into the 
CIA’s Heart of Darkness; How the Cold War Ended: Debating and Doing History;  Safe for 
Democracy: The Secret Wars of the CIA and Keepers of the Keys: A History of the National 
Security Council from Truman to Bush. 
 

http://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html
http://nyu.libguides.com/content.php?pid=123054&sid=1057581
mailto:mosescsd@nyu.edu
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