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Anthropology of Indigenous Australia 
ANTH-UA 9037  

Fall 2022 

Instructor Information 
● Petronella Vaarzon-Morel 
● Consultation by appointment  
● pvm2@nyu.edu (Please allow at least 24 hours for your instructor to respond to your 

emails) 

Course Information 
● Prerequisite: None 
● Units earned: 4 credits 
● Mondays: 9:00am – 12:30pm (AEDT) 
● Room: ABS LS 2170 (Business School) 

This course offers an introduction to some of the classical and current issues in the 
anthropology of Indigenous Australia. The role of anthropology in the representation and 
governance of Indigenous life is itself an important subject for anthropological inquiry, 
considering that Indigenous people of Australia have long been the objects of interest and 
imagination by outsiders for their cultural formulations of kinship, ritual, art, gender, and 
politics. These representations—in feature films about them (such as Rabbit-Proof Fence 
and Australia), New Age Literature (such as Mutant Message Down Under), or museum 
exhibitions (such as in the Museum of Sydney or the Australian Museum)—are now also in 
dialogue with Indigenous forms of cultural production, in genres as diverse as film, television, 
drama, dance, art and writing. The course will explore how Aboriginal people have struggled 
to reproduce themselves and their traditions on their own terms, asserting their right to forms 
of cultural autonomy and self-determination. Through the examination of ethnographic and 
historical texts, films, archives and Indigenous life-writing accounts, we will consider the 
ways in which Aboriginalities are being challenged and constructed in contemporary 
Australia. The course will consist of lectures interspersed with discussions, student 
presentations, and films/other media; we will also have guest presenters. 

 
Required Field Trip: 
There will be one required field trip. It is considered co-curricular and essential to your 
learning over the course of the semester.  

Session 11: Aboriginal Heritage Tour, Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney During the 
excursion to the Royal Botanic Gardens an Aboriginal Education Officer will introduce us to 
Indigenous use of plants and related cultural knowledge and practices. This field trip is in lieu 
of normal class time.  
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Course Materials 

Required Textbooks & Materials 
It is a course expectation that you have done the required reading and have prepared 
sufficiently to discuss them in class. 

● Stan Grant (2016) Talking to My Country, Sydney: Harper Collins Publishers 

Supplemental Textbooks & Materials  
● Please see Appendix 1 

Course Overview and Goals 

Upon Completion of this Course, students will be able to: 
● Demonstrate understanding of the diversity of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

cultures and ways of being in their historical and contemporary contexts; 
● Critically reflect upon, and engage in, the changing nature of ethnographic practice 

and the problems of attempting to represent the lives of Indigenous Australians;  
● Recognise and interpret many of the different symbolic forms of self-representation 

Indigenous Australians use when communicating both intra-culturally and cross-
culturally;  

● More clearly articulate their own social, cultural, personal, and political dispositions 
as they reflect on their own responses to encounters with Indigenous Australia(ns); 
and 

● Draw on this foundational knowledge to further develop the skills needed to 
sensitively engage cross-culturally with Indigenous Australians (and non-Indigenous 
Australians). 

Course Requirements 

Attendance, discussion, participation in class activities 

You are expected to attend class in person or remote synchronously. Your active 
participation in class and attendance will be reflected in this part of the course requirements.  
Students are expected to do the assigned readings, attend lectures, and participate actively 
in class discussion.   

Short Paper (1800 words) 
Topic to be advised in Session 2 when assessment criteria also will be distributed. You will 
write a short paper based on these topics, drawing on readings from class and 
demonstrating your understanding of the articles and engagement with concepts covered in 
the lectures, readings, and/or in-class media.  

In-class (15 min) presentation and follow up paper (1400 - 1600 words) 
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You will present one selected reading for the week (in addition to the two required readings). 
You will be asked to summarise authors’ arguments, present major themes, relate to the 
required readings and raise questions for further discussion. A sign-up sheet will be 
circulated on the first day of class.  A follow up paper on your work is due at the beginning of 
class in the week following your presentation.  

Final essay (3000 words) 
A list of questions and assessment criteria will be distributed in Session 10; you may also 
select your own topic in advance with approval from the Instructor. The overall aim of the 
paper is to demonstrate your engagement with and critical understanding of concepts, 
themes and material covered in the course. All written work must include appropriate 
citations and references (reference lists are not included in the required number of pages). It 
must conform to the American Anthropological Association Style Guide (AAA Style 
Guide) It should also follow the spelling of Aboriginal terms laid out in the short NYU Style 
Guide prepared for this course (adapted from the AAA Style Guide; both guides available on 
Brightspace) 

Grading of Assignments 
The grade for this course will be determined according to the following formula: 
 

Assignments/Activities % of Final 
Grade 

Due 

Class participation 10% Ongoing  

Short Paper 25% 
Session 8: 11:55pm,  

Mon 19 Sep 

In-class Presentation + Follow up Paper 30% Ongoing 

Final Essay 35% 
Exam week: 11:55pm,  

Mon 14 Nov 

 

For this course, your total numerical score, calculated from the components listed above, is 
converted to a letter grade without rounding. 

Extra credit: Site policy does not allow grading of work outside of the assignments included 
in the syllabus. The final grade will only be calculated from the assessment components 
listed here and no other work, whether additional or substituted, is permitted. 

Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component results in failure of the class. 

Letter Grades 
Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows: 
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Letter Grade Explanation of Grade 

A 
Excellent performance showing a thorough knowledge and 
understanding of the topics of the course; all work includes clear, 
logical explanations, insight, and original thought and reasoning. 

B 
Good performance with general knowledge and understanding of the 
topics; all work includes general analysis and coherent explanations 
showing some independent reasoning, reading and research. 

C 
Satisfactory performance with some broad explanation and reasoning; 
the work will typically demonstrate an understanding of the course on 
a basic level. 

D 
Passable performance showing a general and superficial 
understanding of the course’s topics; work lacks satisfactory insight, 
analysis or reasoned explanations. 

F Unsatisfactory performance in all assessed criteria. Work is unfinished 
or unsubmitted. 

 

  



 
 

Anthropology of Indigenous Aus Page 5 of 19  
 

 

Grade Conversion 

For this course your total numerical score, calculated from the components listed above, 
correspond to the following letter grades: 

A 94 to 100 

A- 90 to < 94 

B+ 87 to < 90 

B 84 to < 87 

B- 80 to < 84 

C+ 77 to < 80 

C 74 to < 77 

C- 70 to < 74 

D+ 67 to < 70 

D 65 to < 67 

F 0 to < 65 
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Course Schedule 

Session 1: Monday 1 August 
Indigenous People, Settler Society, You, Us and Sydney 
Required Reading: 

● Deborah Bird Rose (2001), “The Saga of Captain Cook: Remembrance and 
Morality,” in Bain Attwood and Fiona Magowan (eds.), Telling Stories: Indigenous 
History and Memory in Australia and New Zealand (Allen & Unwin), 61-79. 
 

In-Class Media: Excerpts First Australians, episode 1: “They Have Come to Stay”: Sydney & 
New South Wales (17881824) (dir. Rachel Perkins, 60 mins, 2008).  

Session 2: Monday 8 August 
Cultural Translation, Cultural Knowledge 
Required Reading:  

● Ian Anderson (2003), “The Aboriginal Critique of Colonial Knowing” 
● W.E.H. Stanner (1959), “Durmugam: A Nangiomeri,” in Joseph B. Casagrande (ed.), 

In The Company of Man: Twenty Portraits by Anthropologists (Harper & Brothers 
Publishers), 63-100. 

 

Recommended Reading: 

● Bronislaw Malinowski (1978) [1922], Argonauts of the Western Pacific (Routledge), 
Introduction, 111-1X.  
 

In-Class Media: Babakieuria (1987), dir. Don Featherstone, 26 mins 
 

Session 3: Monday 15 August 
Classical Aboriginal Society: Cosmology, People, and Place 	 
Required Reading:  

● Fred Myers (1991), Pintupi Country, Pintupi Self: Sentiment, Place, and Politics 
Among Western Desert Aborigines (University of California Press), Chapter 5, 127-
158.   

● W.E.H. Stanner 2011 [1953], “The Dreaming,” in The Dreaming and Other Essays 
(Black Inc. Imprint).  
 

Selected Reading for Class Presentation: 

● Dianne Bell (1981), “Women’s Business is Hard Work,” Signs 7, 314-337.  
 
Recommended Reading: 
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● Fred Myers (1989), “Burning the Truck and Holding the Country: Pintupi Forms of 
Property and Identity”  

Session 4: Monday 22 August 
Aboriginal Life Worlds, Colonisation and Resistance 
Required Reading:  

● Henry Reynolds (1981), The Other Side of the Frontier: Aboriginal Resistance to the 
European Invasion of Australia (UNSW Press), Chapter 3, “Resistance: Motives and 
Objectives 

● Henry F Skerritt, "Strange Relatives: Negotiating the Borderlines in East Kimberley 
Painting," in Crossing Cultures: The Owen and Wagner Collection of Contemporary 
Australian Aboriginal Art, Hanover, NH: Hood Museum of Art, Dartmouth College, 
2012, Stephen Gilchrist, ed., pp. 93–103.  

 
In-Class Media: Coniston Directed By: Francis Jupurrurla Kelly and David Batty 

 

Recommended reading: 

● Henry Reynolds (2013), Forgotten War (NewSouth Books), Chapter 2. 

 

Session 5: Monday 29 August 
History: Settlement: Aboriginal Perspectives and State Policies 
Required Reading:  

● Bain Attwood (2003), Rights for Aborigines (Allen & Unwin), “My Father’s Country”, 3-
30.  

In Class Reading:  

● Excerpts from Nanni, Giordano and James, Andrea (2013) Coranderrk: We will Show 
the Country. (Aboriginal Studies Press). 

In-Class Media: Freedom for Our Lifetime, First Australians series, dir, Rachel Perkins, 60 
min. 

 

 

 

 

Session 6: Monday 5 September 
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History: State Policies and Aboriginal Civil Rights. 
	

Required Reading:  

● Tim Rowse (1987), “Assimilation and After,” in Ann Curthoys, A W Martin, Tim Rowse 
(eds.), Australians from 1939 (Syme & Weldon).  

● Horner and Langton, (1987) “The Day of Mourning” in B. Gammage and P. Spearritt 
(eds.), Australians 1938 (Syme and Weldon), 29-35.  

 

Selected reading 

● Barry Morris (1988), “Dhan-gadi resistance to assimilation,” in Ian Keen (ed.) Being 
black: Aboriginal cultures in settled Australia, 33-63.  (2 students to collaborate on 
this reading presentation). 

 

In-Class Media: Freedom Ride, (Blood Brothers) (dirs. Rachel Perkins and Ned Lander, 55 
mins, 1993) 

Recommended Media: Tent Embassy (1992), dir. Frances Peters-Little, 58 mins 
 

Session 7: Monday 12 September 
History: Land Rights and Self-Determination 

Required Reading:  

● Howard Morphy (1983), “’Now You Understand’: An Analysis of the Ways Yolngu 
Have Used Sacred Knowledge to Maintain their Autonomy,” in N. Peterson & M. 
Langton, eds., Aborigines, Land and Land Rights, 110-133.  

● Rosewarne, C., Vaarzon-Morel, P., Bell, S., Carter, E., & M. Liddle (2007), “The 
historical context of developing an Aboriginal community-controlled health service: a 
social history of the first ten years of the Central Australian Aboriginal Congress,” 
Health and History Special Issue: Aboriginal Health and History, 9 (2):114-143. 

 

Recommended Reading:  

● Langton, Marcia and Loos, Noel (2010) “The Dawn is at hand”, in First Australians. 
Perkins, Rachel and Langton, Marcia (eds) Melbourne: Miegunyah Press. 

In-Class Media:  

● Mabo life of an island man, Trevor Graham, Denise Haslem 1997 88 min 

Recommended Films:  

● Putuparri and the Rainmakers. Ronin Films. (2015) Dir. Nicole Ma 

You can access Putuparri and the Rainmakers on Vimeo. It will cost you $5. It is an 
incredible film and highly recommended.  
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Session 8: Monday 19 September 
Whose History? – Identity and The Stolen Generations	
Required Reading:  

● Stan Grant (2016) Talking to My Country, Sydney: HarperCollins Publishers, pp. 1—
129. 

● Rudd, Kevin (2008) Apology to the Stolen Generations - Speech to federal 
parliament.  
 

Selected Reading for Class Presentation:  

● Bain Attwood (2001) “‘Learning about the Truth’: The stolen generations narrative,” in 
Bain Attwood and Fiona Magowan (eds.), Telling Stories: Indigenous History and 
Memory in Australia and New Zealand (Allen & Unwin/Bridget Williams Books), 183-
212.  

 

Recommended Reading:   

● Jacobs, Margaret D. (2009) “Designing Indigenous Child Removal Policies” in White 
Mother to a Dark Race (University of Nebraska Press), 25-86. 

● Nugi Garimara (Doris Pilkington) (1996) Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence, University of 
Queensland Press   

● Morgan, Sally (1988), My Place, Freemantle Press. 
 

In Class Media: Stolen Generations, (dir. Darlene Johnson, 52 min, 2000)  

Access Stolen Generations film for free through NYU Library Kanopy 
 

Recommended film:  Rabbit-Proof Fence (dir. Phillip Noyce, prod. Christine Olsen, 2002). 

Access Rabbit Proof Fence through Swank Digital Campus (also NYU Library) 

 
 
Mid-semester Break: 26 - 30 September. No Classes 
 
 

Session 9: Friday 7 October (*Make-up Day) 
*No class Monday 3 October - Labour Day Public Holiday 
Identity: Who/What is Aboriginal?	 
Required Reading:  

● Stan Grant (2016) Talking to My Country, Sydney: HarperCollinsPublishers, pp. 
129—224. 
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● Priya Vaughan (2018) Art and Life Attitudes: Audience Responses to Jason Wing’s 
Australia Was Stolen by Armed Robbery, Journal of Australian Studies, 42:4, 461-
474. 
 

Selected Reading for Class Presentation:  

● Myrna Tonkinson (1990), “Is it in the blood? Australian Aboriginal identity” in Jocelyn 
Linnekin and Lin Poyer (eds.), Cultural Identity and Ethnicity in the Pacific (University 
of Hawaii Press), 191-218. 
 

In-Class Media: Excerpts from Series 1, First Contact, produced by Blackfella Film (Rachel 
Perkins and Darren Dale) for SBS 2014. 53 min. 

Recommended reading 

● Mick Dodson, “The End in the Beginning: Re(de)finding Aboriginality,” in Blacklines: 
Contemporary Critical Writing by Indigenous Australians, Carlton, Vic.: Melbourne 
University Press, Michele Grossman, ed, 2003, pp. 25–42. 

 

Session 10: Monday 10 October 
The making of Indigenous Art (From Papunya to Paris) 
 
Required Reading: 

● Fred Myers (1989), “Truth, Beauty, and Pintupi Painting”  
● Biddle, Jennifer L. “Introduction: The Imperative to Experiment” in Remote Avant-

Garde: Aboriginal Art Under Occupation, Duke University Press, 2016, pp. 1-19. 

  
Selected Reading for Class presentation: 

● Francoise Dussart (1997), “A Body Painting In Translation” 

  
In-Class Media: 

● Mr Patterns (Dir. Catriona McKenzie, 2004, 54 mins) 
● Art & Soul (episode 1), Dir. Warwick Thornton (2010) 

Recommended Reading: 

● Fred Myers, “Representing culture: The production of discourse(s) for Aboriginal 
acrylic paintings”, Cultural Anthropology, 6, 1, 1991, pp 26–62. 

 

Session 11: Monday 17 October 
Indigenous relations to land: environmental knowledge, practices and issues.   
Required Reading:  
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● Jon Altman (2012) “People on country as alternate development” in Jon Altman and 
Sean Kerins (eds.), People on country: Vital Landscapes/Indigenous Futures. (The 
Federation Press), 1-22. 

● Vaarzon-Morel, P & Gabrys, K, (2009) ‘Fire on the horizon: contemporary Aboriginal 
burning issues in the Tanami Desert, central Australia.’ GeoJournal 74(5): 465-476. 

 

Fieldtrip/excursion: Aboriginal Heritage Tour, Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney.  
Meet at 9:00am at Woolloomooloo Gate to Royal Botanic Gardens, Mrs Macquarie Road. 
This excursion is in lieu of normal class time from 9:00am – 12:30pm. During the first part of 
the excursion an Aboriginal Education Officer will introduce us to Indigenous use of plants 
and related cultural knowledge and practices.  

Recommended Viewing: 

Central Land Council Caring for Country web links and information: 

● Feral animals in the Central Australian landscape 
● Indigenous Ecological Knowledge (see also short videos on same page) 
● Indigenous Protected Areas (see short video on Southern Tanami)  

 
Session 12: Monday 24 October 
Indigenous Media, Cultural Activism 
Required Reading:  

● Faye Ginsburg (2005), “Blak Screens and Cultural Citizenship,” Visual Anthropology 
Review, 21: 80-97.  

● Rowena Potts, Juno Gemes, and Frances Peters-Little (2022) Collaboration and 
Friendship in the Photography of Juno Gemes Visual Anthropology Review, Volume 
38 (1): 114-140. 

 
Selected Reading for Class Presentation: 

● Faye Ginsburg & Fred Myers (2006) “A History of Aboriginal Futures.” Critique of 
Anthropology. 26 (1):  27-45.  

 

Recommended Reading:   

● Marcia Langton (1994), “Well I Heard it on the Radio and Saw it on the Television,” 
(Australian Film Commission). 

● Faye Ginsburg (1991), “Indigenous Media: Faustian Contract or Global Village,” 
Cultural Anthropology 6: 92-112. 

 
In Class Media:  
 

● We Don’t Need a Map. Directed by Warwick Thornton. With Trevor 'Reg' Abrahams, 
Adam Briggs, Timmy Burrawanga, Phil Dennis. 2017 1hr 27 min 
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Recommended media: 

● Bran Nue Dae: a Film about the musical, Author/Creator, Tom Zubrycki, Jimmy Chi  
● Motorcar Ngutju, David Batty; Francis Jupurrurla Kelly; Jennifer McMahon; Stefan 

Moore; Film Australia (Organization); (25 min.). 
 

Session 13: Monday 31 October 
Historical Practices and Indigenous Representations: Archives and Databases 
Required Reading:  

● Michael Christie (2005), “Words, Ontologies and Aboriginal Databases”, Media 
International Australia 116: 52-63. 

● Sabra Thorner, Linda Rive, John Dallwitz & Janet Inyika (2020) Never giving up: 
Negotiating, culture-making, and the infinity of the archive. in Barwick, Green and 
Vaarzon-Morel (eds.), Archival returns: Central Australia and beyond, The University 
of Sydney Press, 2019, pp. 263—284. 
 

Selected Readings for Class Presentation: 

● “The songline is alive in Mukurtu”: Return, reuse, and respect.” In LD&C Special 
Publication No. 18: Archival Returns: Central Australia and Beyond, edited by Linda 
Barwick, Jennifer Green & Petronella Vaarzon-Morel. Sydney University Press, 2019, 
pp. 153–172.  
 

 Recommended Reading: 

● Kimberly Christen (2012), “Balancing Act: The Creation and Circulation of Indigenous 
Knowledge and Culture Inside and Outside the Legal Frame,” in Sean A. Pager and 
Adam Candeub (eds.), Transnational Culture in the Internet Age (Edward Elgar 
Publishing), 316-344. 

● Petronella Vaarzon-More & Luke Kelly (2019) Enlivening people and country: The 
Lander Warlpiri cultural mapping project. In Archival returns: Central Australia and 
beyond, ed. by Linda Barwick, Jennifer Green & Petronella Vaarzon-Morel, pp. 111–
138 

● Fred Myers and Lisa Stefanoff (2020) “We never had any photos of my family”: 
Archival return, film, and a personal history”, in Barwick, Green and Vaarzon-Morel 
(eds.), Archival returns: Central Australia and beyond, The University of Sydney 
Press. 
 

 
In-Class Media: Remembering Yayayi (2014, Pip Deveson, Ian Dunlop, Fred Myers) 
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Academic Policies 

Inclusivity Policies and Priorities 
 
NYU’s Office of Global Programs and NYU’s global sites are committed to equity, diversity, 
and inclusion. In order to nurture a more inclusive global university, NYU affirms the value of 
sharing differing perspectives and encourages open dialogue through a variety of 
pedagogical approaches. Our goal is to make all students feel included and welcome in all 
aspects of academic life, including our syllabi, classrooms, and educational activities/spaces. 

Attendance Policy  
 
Studying at NYU Sydney is an academically intensive and immersive experience, in which 
students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in discussion-based seminars. 
Learning in such an environment depends on the active participation of all students. And 
since classes typically meet once or twice a week, even a single absence can cause a 
student to miss a significant portion of a course. To ensure the integrity of this academic 
experience, class attendance at NYU Sydney, or online through NYU Brightspace (as 
applicable) if the course is remote synchronous/blended, is expected promptly when class 
begins. Attendance will be checked at each class meeting.  
 
Unexcused absences may be penalized with a two percent deduction from the student’s final 
course grade for every week's worth of classes missed, and may negatively affect your class 
participation grade. Four unexcused absences in one course may lead to a Fail in that 
course. Being more than 15 minutes late counts as an unexcused absence.  
 
If a student experiences injury, illness or misadventure and misses a marked assessment, 
including but not limited to attendance, quizzes, tests, exams and assignments, they should 
submit a Special Consideration application and relevant documentation online through the 
University of Sydney portal. 
 
If a student has submitted to the University of Sydney Special Consideration and 
Arrangements process, they should continue to work on all assessment tasks and liaise with 
their instructor where possible whilst waiting for an outcome. Unless special consideration or 
arrangement is approved, the missed assessment is graded with an F and no make-up 
assessment is scheduled.  
 
As soon as it becomes clear that you cannot attend a class, you must inform your professor 
and/or the Academics team (nyu.sydney.academics@nyu.edu) by email immediately (i.e. 
before the start of your class). Regardless of whether an absence is excused or not, it is the 
student's responsibility to catch up with the work that was missed. 

Attendance Rules on Religious Holidays 
Members of any religious group may, without penalty, excuse themselves from classes when 
required in compliance with their religious obligations. Students who anticipate being absent 
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due to religious observance must apply for Special Arrangements through the University of 
Sydney portal at the beginning of semester and should also notify their lecturer AND NYU 
Sydney’s Academics Office in writing via e-mail at the beginning of semester.  
 
If examinations or assignment deadlines are scheduled on the day the student will be 
absent, the Academics Office will schedule a make-up examination or extend the deadline 
for assignments. Please note that an absence is only excused for the holiday but not for any 
days of travel that may come before and/or after the holiday. See also University Calendar 
Policy on Religious Holidays 

Final exams  
Final exams must be taken at their designated times. Should there be a conflict between 
your final exams, please bring this to the attention of the Academics team 
(nyu.sydney.academics@nyu.edu). Final exams may not be taken early, and students 
should not plan to leave the site before the end of the finals period. 

Submission of Work 
 
Assignments (excluding in-class presentations and exams) must be submitted electronically 
via Brightspace. It is the student’s responsibility to confirm that the work has been 
successfully uploaded. In the unlikely event that a submission to Brightspace fails, students 
must immediately submit the work to their instructor via email before the original submission 
deadline accompanied by an explanation of the issue. Please note that the work will not be 
graded until it is uploaded to Brightspace. All in-class presentations and exams must be 
completed during the scheduled class time. An assessment component is considered 
completed when the student has met all the terms for that assessment component as 
outlined by the instructor. 

All written assignments must be submitted at the due date and time outlined in the syllabus. 
An assessment component receives a penalty of 2 points on the 100-point scale (for the 
assignment) for each day the work is late (including weekend days) up to a maximum of 10 
points. If the work is completed beyond five days after the due date, it receives a mark of 
zero, and the student is not entitled to feedback for that piece of work. Because failure to 
submit or fulfil any required assessment component will result in failure of the course, it is 
crucial for students to complete every assignment even when it will receive a mark of zero. 

 
Extensions 
Any request for approval to submit an assignment after the due date must be received by the 
instructor, in writing, prior to the due date. Instructors are permitted to grant Simple 
Extensions of up to 2 days for non-examination related tasks. This process can be informally 
negotiated between a student and their instructor. Students should have this arrangement 
confirmed by email. The email should include the title ‘simple extension’ and show the unit of 
study code and a student ID. This process is not considered an academic decision and 
cannot be appealed via the academic appeals process. If an extension of more than two 
days is required because of exceptional circumstances or essential commitments, students 
must apply to the University of Sydney for Special Consideration and Arrangements.  
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How to Apply for Special Consideration and Arrangements 

There are three key steps to applying for special consideration or special arrangements: find 
out if you are eligible, gather supporting documents and submit your online application. 

This webpage provides a list of Exceptional Circumstances for Special Consideration and 
Essential Commitments for Special Arrangements. Applications for special considerations 
must be submitted online with supporting documentation no later than three working days 
after an examination, assessment or missed class.  
 
Applications for special arrangements (such as religious observance) must be made at the 
start of the semester. Once the application has been assessed by the Special 
Considerations and Arrangements team, it is communicated to the student and instructor. 

Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism 
 
The standards of Academic Honesty upheld by the University of Sydney apply to all 
coursework offered by NYU Sydney. The University of Sydney is committed to academic 
excellence and integrity as the cornerstones of scholastic achievement and quality 
assurance. Academic dishonesty involves any attempt to gain academic advantage by doing 
something misleading or unfair. It is also academically dishonest to help a friend or a group 
of students to gain unfair academic advantage.   
 
The University of Sydney mandates the use of a text-based similarity detecting software 
(currently Turn-it-In) for all text-based written assignments. The University of Sydney has a 
Centralised Office of Educational Integrity that manages reports of academic dishonesty in 
coursework. A detailed overview of the definitions, policies and procedures is available on 
the University of Sydney website.  
 

Classroom Expectation 
This is a seminar subject and requires the active participation of all students. It also requires 
engaged discussion, including listening to and respecting other points of view. Your behavior 
in class should respect your classmates’ desire to learn. It is important for you to focus your 
full attention on the class, for the entire class period. In all classes we expect that students 
will follow the common classroom expectations outlined here in order to support constructive 
and effective classroom experience. 

● Arrive to class on time.  

● Once you are in class, you are expected to stay until class ends. Leaving to make or 
take phone calls, to meet with classmates, or to go to an interview, is not acceptable 
behaviour. 

● Phones, digital music players, and any other communications or sound devices are 
not to be used during class. That means no phone calls, no texting, no social media, 
no email, and no internet browsing at any time during class.  
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● The only material you should be reading in class is material assigned for that class. 
Reading anything else, such as newspapers or magazines, or doing work from 
another class, is not acceptable. 

● Class may not be recorded in any fashion – audio, video, or otherwise – without 
permission in writing from the instructor. Exceptions will be made for students with 
academic accommodations from the Moses Center. 

● Be mindful of the space you take up in class and make space for others. 

● Listen actively and be engaged and present when others are speaking. 

● Do not use profanities in class discussion (they may still occasionally appear in 
course readings and assignments where considered appropriate) 

● Criticise ideas, not people (groups and individuals). 

● Use ‘I’ statements when giving opinions. Don’t try to speak for any group with which 
you identify.   

● Make sure to let your classmates finish speaking before you do. 

● For online lessons: Students are expected to engage in online lessons when 
applicable. While leaving your camera on goes a long way to helping engage, 
students are not required to leave their camera on. In lieu of your camera, students 
will be encouraged to engage in a variety of ways, including answering questions 
whether called on specifically or not, chatting in Zoom, and participating in breakout 
rooms, among others. 

● Please be mindful of your microphone and video display during synchronous class 
meetings. Ambient noise and some visual images may disrupt class time for you and 
your peers.  

● Please do not eat during class and minimise any other distracting noises (e.g. 
rustling of papers and leaving the classroom before the break, unless absolutely 
necessary) 

● If deemed necessary by the study away site (ie COVID related need), synchronous 
class sessions may be recorded and archived for other students to view. This will be 
announced at the beginning of class time. 

● Students should be respectful and courteous at all times to all participants in class. 

You will be advised if there are additions to these common procedures for participation in 
this class. 
 
Disability Support  
 
NYU Moses Center Accommodations 
NYU students must first register with the Moses Center for Student Accessibility (CSA) (+1 
212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) and request their accommodation letters. This letter 
is the only supporting documentation that is required by the University of Sydney. Students 
who are requesting academic accommodations are advised to reach out to the Moses 
Center and submit their accommodation letters to the online portal as early as possible in the 
semester. 
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University of Sydney Inclusion and Disability Services 
All students need to register with Inclusion and Disability Services at the University of 
Sydney if they require accommodations related to a disability or long term illness for this 
course. Registration for disability support must be made through the University of Sydney 
online portal using the accommodation letter provided by the Moses Center. 
 
All students then need to set up an initial meeting with the Disability Services team to 
develop a personalized academic plan. Once a student is registered, Disability Services 
works closely with academic departments to ensure federal disability standards are met.  
 
Implementation of Accommodations for NYU Sydney courses 
Once students’ have a personalized academic plan registered with Inclusion and Disability 
Services, accomodations for this course will be managed by a member of the NYU Sydney 
Academic Programs staff. 

Pronouns and Name Pronunciation (Albert and Zoom) NYU Policy  
Students, staff, and faculty have the opportunity to add their pronouns, as well as the 
pronunciation of their names, into Albert. Students can have this information displayed to 
faculty, advisors, and administrators in Albert, Brightspace, the NYU Home internal directory, 
as well as other NYU systems. Students can also opt out of having their pronouns viewed by 
their instructors, in case they feel more comfortable sharing their pronouns outside of the 
classroom. For more information on how to change this information for your Albert account, 
please see the Pronouns and Name Pronunciation website. 
 
Students, staff, and faculty are also encouraged, though not required, to list their pronouns, 
and update their names in the name display for Zoom. For more information on how to make 
this change, please see the Personalizing Zoom Display Names website. 

Bias Response 

The New York University Bias Response Line provides a mechanism through which 
members of our community can share or report experiences and concerns of bias, 
discrimination, or harassing behavior that may occur within our community. 
 
Experienced administrators in the Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO) receive and assess 
reports, and then help facilitate responses, which may include referral to another University 
school or unit, or investigation if warranted according to the University's existing Non-
Discrimination and Anti-Harassment Policy. 
 
The Bias Response Line is designed to enable the University to provide an open forum that 
helps to ensure that our community is equitable and inclusive. 
 
To report an incident, you may do so in one of three ways: 

● Online using the Web Form (link) 
● Email: bias.response@nyu.edu 
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● Phone: 212-998-2277 
 

Wellness Exchange 
If mental health assistance is needed, call NYU’s 24/7 Wellness Exchange hotline at +1 212 
443 9999. Alternatively, students can make an appointment with NYU Sydney’s Wellness 
Counsellor Lauren Stahl (l.stahl@nyu.edu). 

Instructor Bio 
Petronella Vaarzon-Morel (M.A., Indiana University) is a sociocultural anthropologist whose 
interests include Indigenous relations to the land, personhood, identity, visual culture and 
human-animal relations. Over many years she has conducted ethnographic research with 
Indigenous groups in central and northern Australia for Aboriginal land and Native Title 
claims, and for a range of other issues in such areas as the ‘stolen generation’, environment 
management, cultural heritage and Indigenous mapping. In collaboration with Warlpiri she 
co-authored the book Warlpiri Women’s Voices.  

Her academic publications include articles and chapters in peer-reviewed journals and 
edited volumes, and she has presented papers at national and international conferences. 
She is co-editor (with L. Barwick & J. Green) of the book Archival Returns: Central Australia 
and Beyond, 2019. Her pedagogic background includes a period teaching introductory 
anthropology at Indiana University, Bloomington. She is currently Honorary Research 
Associate at the University of Sydney. 
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Appendix 1 - Supplemental Textbooks & Materials  
 

● Altman, Jon and Melinda Hinkson (eds.) (2010), Culture Crisis: Anthropology and 
Politics in Aboriginal Australia. Sydney: University of New South Wales Press.  

● Austin-Broos, Diane (2011), A Different Inequality: The Politics of Debate about 
Remote Aboriginal Australia. Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin. 

● Beckett, Jeremy (2014) Encounters with Indigeneity: Writing about Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples.  Canberra: Aboriginal Studies Press. 

● Behrendt, Larissa (2010), Indigenous Australia for Dummies. Stafford, Queensland: 
John Wiley & Sons, Inc.. 

● Bell, Diane (2001) [1983], Daughters of the Dreaming. North Melbourne, Vic.: 
Spinifex Press. 

● Central Land Council (2015) Every Hill Got a Story. Hardie Grant. 
● Christen, Kimberley (2009) Aboriginal Business: Alliances in a Remote Australian 

Town. Canberra: Aboriginal Studies Press, and Santa Fe, New Mexico: School for 
Advanced Research Global Indigenous politics Series. 

● Cowlishaw, Gillian (2009), The City’s Outback. Sydney: UNSW Press. 
● Haebich, Anna (2001), Broken Circles: Fragmenting Indigenous Families 1800-2000. 

Fremantle: Fremantle Arts Centre Press.  
● Heather Goodall and Alison Cadzow (2009), Rivers and Resilience: Aboriginal 

People on Sydney’s Georges River Sydney: UNSW Press. 
● Hinkson, Melinda and Harris, Alana (2010), Aboriginal Sydney: a guide to important 

places of the past and present. Canberra: Aboriginal Studies Press, 2nd edition. 
● Jacobs, Margaret D. (2009) White Mother to a Dark Race: Settler Colonialism, 

Maternalism, and the Removal of Indigenous Children in the American West and 
Australia, 1880-1940. Lincoln and London: University of Nebraska Press.  

● Michaels, Eric (1994), Bad Aboriginal Art: Tradition, Media and Technological 
Horizons. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 

● Morgan, Sally (1988), My Place, Freemantle Press. 
● Moss, Rod (2010), The Hard Light of Day: An artist’s story of friendships in Arrernte 

country. St.Lucia: University of Queensland Press. 
● Nanni, Giordano and James, Andrea (2013) Coranderrk: We will Show the Country. 

Canberra: Aboriginal Studies Press. 
● Reynolds, Henry (1986), The Other Side of the Frontier.  Sydney: NewSouth Books.  
● Reynolds, Henry (2013), Forgotten War. Sydney: NewSouth Books.  
● Sutton, Peter (2003), Native Title in Australia: An Ethnographic Perspective. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 


