
 

 

  

  
  

             
       

 
   

      

          

            
          

          
 

                
             

           
           

          
         

 
               
              

              
            

         
              

           
               

               
             

Film, Race and Representation 
The History of Race Relations in Los Angeles 

Spring 2022 

IDSEM-UG 9650 

Instruction Mode: In-person 

Lecturer Contact Information 
Dr. Sanford Richmond 

Course Details 

● Tuesday 6:15pm to 9:00pm
● All times are in the Pacific Time Zone.

● Location: Rooms will be posted in Albert before your first class.

 COVID-related details: In the interest of protecting the NYU Los Angeles community,
we are closely following CDC guidance around COVID-19 and adjusting our
recommendations and policies accordingly. Your health and well-being is our top
priority.

o If you are attending in person, you will be assigned a seat on the first day and
are expected to use that seat for the entire semester due to NYU COVID-19
safety protocol. Please note that you are expected to attend every class
meeting in-person; however, this may change during the drop/add period if in-
person student registration increases significantly or at any point during the
semester if local COVID-19 regulations require additional physical distancing.

Course Description 
This class will look at film and reading material that will explore the racial history, struggle 
and at times, triumph, of African Americans in Los Angeles. The class will examine the 
journey of escaping the brutal realities of the Jim Crow South. Indeed, once African 
Americans arrive in Los Angeles, throughout the decades of mid-20th century America, this 
alleged paradise of sunshine, freedom, opportunity, and arguably most important—safety, 
begins to ultimately mirror the horrors of the South. Thus, the odyssey of the Black 
experience in LA becomes rife with racism, housing discrimination, police violence, the 
emergence of the Crips and Bloods and the treacherous reality of the crack epidemic. In 
addition, as a by-product of all the social calamities happening in LA, a subgenre of music 
called hip hop was bearing fruit throughout the 1980s explaining all the problems Black 
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people were experiencing in Northern cities, particularly New York and Los Angeles. 
Ultimately, LA hip hop becomes the zeitgeist of expression regarding the experiences Blacks 
endured throughout the North, thus changing the music industry and by extension—changing 
the world. 

What’s more, the Black experience in Los Angeles of systemic struggle and inequality would 
rival their fellow LA native counterparts, Mexican Americans. Moreover, this class will show 
film that will journey into the Mexican/Latin experience in Los Angeles. The class will discuss 
the legacy of immigration in Los Angeles and argue how the issues of immigration in Los 
Angeles lead to the tense immigration issues that are happening today on a national level. 
And similar to the Black experience in LA, Mexicans would endure racial and ethnic 
inequality through housing discrimination, police violence and the epidemic of gang violence. 
Furthermore, racial tensions between Blacks and Mexicans would flare up often throughout 
the 80s, 90s, and 2000s due to the shared reality of a racially limited job market and the 
socioeconomic reality of racially segregated housing and schooling. Unfortunately, some of 
these tensions would spill out into violence among Black and Mexican street gangs 
throughout LA and the California prison system. 

Thus, we will focus on nearly a century of race relations on film through the lens of Los 
Angeles. Moreover, the class will discuss and arguably validate how Los Angeles has been 
the bellwether of the racial struggles Blacks and minorities have experienced throughout 
American history. 

Course Objective 
It is my hope that this class is a lively educational space defined by interaction, discussions, 
and critical thinking. It is important to produce a classroom that is open, respectful, and one 
based in trust. Following the rules will contribute to a productive educational environment; of 
equal importance will be the respect shown for the class, its members, and the ideas 
discussed therein. As such, it is crucial that we adhere to certain guidelines. 

Assessment Components
You are expected to attend class in person synchronously. Failure to submit or fulfill any 
required component may result in failure of the class, regardless of grades achieved in other 
assignments. 

Required Text(s) 

Electronic Resources (via Brightspace / NYU Library Course Reserves) 

Black Los Angeles: American Dreams and Racial Realities edited by Darnell Hunt and Ana-
Christina Ramon 

Boyle Heights: How a Los Angeles Neighborhood Became the Future of American 
Democracy by George J. Sanchez 
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Weekly Schedule 

January 25-Introduction (Week 1)-Fleeing the Jim Crow South 
Film: To Kill a Mockingbird 

Readings: 
Robinson, P. “Race, Space, and the Evolution of Black Los Angeles,” Black Los Angeles, Ch. 
1, pp. 21-59 
Rasmussen, C. “Honoring L.A.’s Black Founders.” Los Angeles Times, February 13, 1995. 

February 1 (Week 2)-Bound for Freedom: The Beginning of Black Los Angeles 
Film: Devil in a Blue Dress 

Readings: 
Chapple, R. “From Central Avenue to Leimert Park: The Shifting Center of Black Los 
Angeles,” Black Los Angeles, Ch. 2, 61-80 

February 8 (Week 3)-The Spillover Effect: The 1965 Watts Riots 
Film: Wattstax 

Readings: 
Queally, J. “Watts Riots: Traffic Stop Was the Spark That Ignited Days of Destruction in LA.” 
Los Angeles Times, July 29, 2015 
Smith, D. “Stunned by the Watts riots, the L.A. Times struggled to make sense of the 
violence.” Los Angeles Times, August 12, 2015 

February 15 (Week 4)-Los Angeles Racism on Film: The Blaxploitation Era Begins 
Film: Sweet Sweetback’s Baad Assssss Song 

Readings: 
Daniels, Robert. “Mario Van Peebles on Sweet Sweetback’s Baadasssss Song and Melvin 
Van Peeble’s Legacy.” Filmlinc.org, September 30, 2021 
Gillespie, M.B. “Sweet Sweetback’s Baadasssss Song: ‘I’m Gonna Say a Black Ave Maria 
For You.” Criterion.com, September 28, 2021 

February 22 (Week 5)-Birth of the Crips 
Film: YouTube: 5.3.1 Craig Monson Founder of the Avenues and Bodybuilding Legend 
Film: YouTube: 5.3.2 Craig Monson recalls Racism mid 1960s in South Los Angeles 
Film: YouTube: 5.3.3 Origin of Crips as told by Craig Monson 
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Readings: 
Alonso, A. “Out of the Void: Street Gangs in Black Los Angeles,” Black Los Angeles, Ch. 5, 
140-167 

March 1-Midterm (Week 6) 

March 8 (Week 7)-“Can We All Get Along?”: The 1992 Los Angeles Riots 
Film: Netflix-Let It Fall: Los Angeles 1982-1992 
Film: Netflix-A Love Song for Latasha 

Readings: 
Gibbs, G.T. “L.A. Cops, Taped in the Act,” Los Angeles Times, March 12, 1991 
Ford, A. and Rivera, C. “Hope Takes Hold as Bloods, Crips Say Truce Is For Real.” Los 
Angeles Times, May 21, 1992 
Wick, J. “Essential California: 30 years after Rodney King.” Los Angeles Times, March 4, 
2021 

March 15-Spring Break (Week 8) 

March 22 (Week 9)-“Hip Hop Started in the West!”-Ice Cube: How LA Hip Hop Changed 
the World 
Film: Straight Outta Compton 

Readings: 
Lee, J. “’Blowing Up’ at Project Blowed: Rap Dreams and Young Black Men.” Black Los 
Angeles, Ch. 4, 117-139 
Schilling, D. “’The rebellion came’: Watts Prophet Otis O’Solomon on race, revolution and 
rap.” The Guardian, December 9, 2015 
Spurrier, J. “So L.A.: a hoofer’s place in history: Before Popping, Posing, Breaking, Hip-Hop 
and Even Disco, There Was Locking. And Don Campbell Invented It.” Los Angeles Times, 
July 23, 1995 

March 29 (Week 10)-The Inflection Point: Leaving Los Angeles 
Film: Menace II Society 

Readings: 
Bennett, D. “Looking for the ‘Hood and Finding Community: South Central, Race, and 
Media.” Black Los Angeles, Ch. 8, 215-231 
Dean, M. M. “Shadows of the Great Migration.” The Philadelphia Inquirer, September 15, 
2021. 
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Corwin, M. “L.A.’s Loss: ‘Black Flight’: An Exodus to Distant Suburbs is Depriving the Inner 
City of Active, Involved Families. Now, They Are Needed More Than Ever, and There is 
Hope Rebuilding Efforts Will Influence Them to Stay. Los Angeles Times, August 13, 1992 

April 5 (Week 11)-The Emergence and Recognition of Mexicans in Los Angeles 
Film: Cesar Chavez 

Readings: 
Sanchez, Boyle Heights, Chs. 1-2, pp. 1-38 
“Depression, War, and Civil Rights: Hispanics in the Southwest.” History.House.gov 

April 12-Mid-Term (Week 12) 

April 19 (Week 13)-Mexican Gang Culture 
Film: American Me 

Readings: 
Sanchez, Boyle Heights, Ch. 5 pp. 97-129 
Baker, B. “Deeply Rooted in L.A.: Chicano Gangs: A History of Violence.” Los Angeles 
Times, December 11, 1988 

April 26 (Week 14)-Black and Brown Unity: Settling Economic and Racial Tensions 
Between Blacks and Mexicans in Los Angeles 
Film: Freedom Writers 

Readings: 
Sanchez: Boyle Heights, Chs. 7-8, pp. 157-212 
Miles, J. “Blacks vs. Browns,” The Atlantic, October 1992 
Quinones, S. “Gang rivalry grown into race war.” Los Angeles Times, October 18, 2007 
California, and Me.” Los Angeles Times, October 29, 2019 

May 3 (Week 15)-The Racial Reckoning: Living in a Post-1992 Los Angeles Riots 
Society 
Film: Our Family Wedding 

Readings: 
Sanchez: Boyle Heights, Ch. 10, pp. 241-264 
Spencer, C. “Historic beachfront property returned to Black family 100 years after it was 
seized.” The Hill, October 5, 2021 
Kaplan, E.A. Have We Really Come That Far since Rodney King? Politico, April 24, 2021 
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May 10 (Week 16) 

Reviewing Material for Final Exam 
Discussions on Los Angeles and its impact on race relations in 21st century America. 

Final Exam: TBD 

Classroom Etiquette 
To optimize the experience in a blended learning environment, please consider the 
following: 

 Per COVID regulations, eating in the class is not permitted 
 Minimize any other distracting noises (e.g. rustling of papers and leaving the 

classroom before the break, unless absolutely necessary). 
 If you are not using your cell phone to follow the lesson, cell phones should be turned 

off or in silent mode during class time. 
 Make sure to let your classmates finish speaking before you do. 
 If deemed necessary by the study away site (i.e. COVID related need), synchronous 

class sessions may be recorded and archived for other students to view. This will be 
announced at the beginning of class time. 

 Students should be respectful and courteous at all times to all participants in class. 

Brief Bio of Lecturer 

Dr. Sanford Richmond, born and raised in Los Angeles, received his PhD in Cultural Studies 
at Washington State University and his Masters in Cinema-Television at USC. He worked as 
a lecturer at Washington State University in the Comparative Ethnic Studies department. He 
would later write his debut book entitled, Hip Hop Ain’t Dead, It’s Livin’ in the White House in 
2016. The book is an entertaining, exciting, yet informative read about Barack Obama’s 
relationship with hip hop culture as a presidential candidate in 2008 and Obama’s 
relationship with hip hop culture during his 8 years as president. The book also examines the 
current state of race relations in the 21st century regarding police violence and the criminal 
justice system. Readers can purchase book on Amazon. 

Academic Policies 
Attendance/Participation-20% 
Weekly Quizzes-20% 
Midterm Exams – 20% 
Final Exam – 40% 

Attendance Policy 
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Studying at Global Academic Centers is an academically intensive and immersive 
experience, in which students from a wide range of backgrounds exchange ideas in 
discussion-based seminars. Learning in such an environment depends on the active 
participation of all students. And since classes typically meet once or twice a week, even a 
single absence can cause a student to miss a significant portion of a course. To ensure the 
integrity of this academic experience, class attendance at the centers, or online through NYU 
Brightspace if the course is remote synchronous/blended, is expected promptly when class 
begins. Attendance will be checked at each class meeting. If you have scheduled a remote 
course immediately preceding/following an in-person class, you may want to write nyu-
la@nyu.edu to see if you can take your remote class at the Academic Center. 

As soon as it becomes clear that you cannot attend a class, you must inform your professor 
and/or the Academics team by e-mail immediately (i.e. before the start of your class). 
Absences are only excused if they are due to illness, Moses Center accommodations, 
religious observance or emergencies. Your professor or site staff may ask you to present a 
doctor's note or an exceptional permission from an NYU Staff member as proof. 
Emergencies or other exceptional circumstances that you wish to be treated confidentially 
must be presented to staff. Doctor's notes must be submitted in person or by e-mail to the 
Academics team, who will inform your professors. 

Unexcused absences may be penalized with a two percent deduction from the student’s final 
course grade for every week's worth of classes missed, and may negatively affect your class 
participation grade. Four unexcused absences in one course may lead to a Fail in that 
course. Being more than 15 minutes late counts as an unexcused absence. Furthermore, 
your professor is entitled to deduct points for frequently joining the class late. 

Exams, tests and quizzes, deadlines, and oral presentations that are missed due to illness 
always require a doctor's note as documentation. It is the student's responsibility to produce 
this doctor's note and submit it to site staff; until this doctor's note is produced the missed 
assessment is graded with an F and no make-up assessment is scheduled. In content 
classes, an F in one assignment may lead to failure of the entire class. 

Regardless of whether an absence is excused or not, it is the student's responsibility to catch 
up with the work that was missed. 

Final exams 

The midterm and final exams must be taken at the established date and time. The class 
cannot and will not accommodate requests to adjust the established date and time of the 
exams based on the personal schedule of individual students. There are no makeup exams. 
If there is an unexpected illness or other emergency that would prevent you from taking the 
exam at the established date and time, you must request an exception. Appropriate 
documentation must be submitted prior to the start of the exam. Please note acceptance for 
such a request involves following appropriate procedure. Simply declaring an emergency 
and/or submitting material does not mean automatic acceptance of the proposed request. 
The legitimacy of unexpected illness and/or other emergency requests in this regard will be 
determined as acceptable or unacceptable at the discretion of the Professor. 

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism 
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As the University's policy on "Academic Integrity for Students at NYU" states: "At NYU, a 
commitment to excellence, fairness, honesty, and respect within and outside the classroom 
is essential to maintaining the integrity of our community. By accepting membership in this 
community, students take responsibility for demonstrating these values in their own conduct 
and for recognizing and supporting these values in others." Students at Global Academic 
Centers must follow the University and school policies. 

NYU takes plagiarism very seriously; penalties follow and may exceed those set out by your 
home school. Your lecturer may ask you to sign a declaration of authorship form, and may 
check your assignments by using TurnItIn or another software designed to detect offences 
against academic integrity. 

The presentation of another person’s words, ideas, judgment, images, or data as though 
they were your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes an act of 
plagiarism. It is also an offense to submit work for assignments from two different 
courses that is substantially the same (be it oral presentations or written work). If there is 
an overlap of the subject of your assignment with one that you produced for another 
course (either in the current or any previous semester), you MUST inform your 
professor. 

For guidelines on academic honesty, clarification of the definition of plagiarism, 
examples of procedures and sanctions, and resources to support proper citation, please 
see: 

NYU Academic Integrity Policies and Guidelines 

NYU Library Guides 

Inclusivity Policies and Priorities 

NYU’s Office of Global Programs and NYU’s global sites are committed to equity, diversity, 
and inclusion. In order to nurture a more inclusive global university, NYU affirms the value of 
sharing differing perspectives and encourages open dialogue through a variety of 
pedagogical approaches. Our goal is to make all students feel included and welcome in all 
aspects of academic life, including our syllabi, classrooms, and educational activities/spaces. 

Attendance Rules on Religious Holidays 
Members of any religious group may, without penalty, excuse themselves from classes when 
required in compliance with their religious obligations. Students who anticipate being absent 
due to religious observance should notify their lecturer AND NYU SITE’s Academics Office in 
writing via e-mail one week in advance. If examinations or assignment deadlines are 
scheduled on the day the student will be absent, the Academics Office will schedule a make-
up examination or extend the deadline for assignments. Please note that an absence is only 
excused for the holiday but not for any days of travel that may come before and/or after the 
holiday. See also University Calendar Policy on Religious Holidays 

Pronouns and Name Pronunciation (Albert and Zoom) 
Students, staff, and faculty have the opportunity to add their pronouns, as well as the 
pronunciation of their names, into Albert. Students can have this information displayed to 
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faculty, advisors, and administrators in Albert, Brightspace, the NYU Home internal directory, 
as well as other NYU systems. Students can also opt out of having their pronouns viewed by 
their instructors, in case they feel more comfortable sharing their pronouns outside of the 
classroom. For more information on how to change this information for your Albert account, 
please see the Pronouns and Name Pronunciation website. 

Students, staff, and faculty are also encouraged, though not required, to list their pronouns, 
and update their names in the name display for Zoom. For more information on how to make 
this change, please see the Personalizing Zoom Display Names website. 

Moses Accommodations Statement 
Academic accommodations are available for students with documented and registered 
disabilities. Please contact the Moses Center for Student Accessibility (+1 212-998-4980 or 
mosescsd@nyu.edu) for further information. Students who are requesting academic 
accommodations are advised to reach out to the Moses Center as early as possible in the 
semester for assistance. Accommodations for this course are managed through NYU [SITE]. 

Bias Response 

The New York University Bias Response Line provides a mechanism through which 
members of our community can share or report experiences and concerns of bias, 
discrimination, or harassing behavior that may occur within our community. 

Experienced administrators in the Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO) receive and assess 
reports, and then help facilitate responses, which may include referral to another University 
school or unit, or investigation if warranted according to the University's existing Non-
Discrimination and Anti-Harassment Policy. 

The Bias Response Line is designed to enable the University to provide an open forum that 
helps to ensure that our community is equitable and inclusive. 

To report an incident, you may do so in one of three ways: 

● Online using the Web Form (link) 

● Email: bias.response@nyu.edu 

● Phone: 212-998-2277 
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