
NYU-Los Angeles
History of Animation : The Hollywood Cartoon

Fall 2020

This syllabus is subject to change due to class needs as judged by the instructor.

Instructor: Sam Gurry

Office Hours: By Request
Office: N/A

Class Day/Time: Mondays 2 - 4:45 PM PST
Email:

No Prerequisites

Course Description

A survey of the American animation industry, specifically as it relates to the development and

influence of the “Hollywood Cartoon”. We will explore the history of American Studio animation

including individual artists, producers, and other instrumental persons. Special attention will be

focused on technique, content, representation, labor, style, technological developments, impact

on international animation, influence from international animation, resonance with independent

& experimental animation, and its place in our collective pop culture consciousness.

Student Learning Objectives & Outcomes



Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Acquire the knowledge necessary to be able to identify key works, figures and technological

advancements in American animation history

2. Explain how one particular animated film may have contributed the development of the

medium of animation from 1900 to present day.

3. Identify styles and mediums used in animation.

4. Analyze the meaning of an animation in relation to the historical and cultural context of the

art form.

By the end of the term, students will have gained a solid understanding of “The Hollywood

Cartoon,” its history, techniques, key artists, studios and producers, and its worldwide influential

reach.

Required Course Materials

Recommend Textbooks
(readings will be provided)

The Lost Notebook: Herman Schultheis and the Secrets of Walt Disney’s Movie Magic

by John Canemaker
Understanding Animation by Paul Wells

Animation: A World History series by Giannalberto Bendazzi



A New History of Animation by Maureen Furniss

Frame by Frame: A Materialist Aesthetics of Animated Cartoons by Hannah Frank,

Daniel Morgan, Tom Gunning

Edge of Frame website

Other equipment / material requirements

A Computer
You will need to have an up-to-date browser, operating system and some additional

software on your computer, including Zoom, to take this class. Consult with NYU IT if

you need assistance.

A File Storage System for backing up work

Cloud Storage (DropBox, Google Drive) or a Hard Drive are recommended

Course Policies

It is vital that you stay up to date with any at home watching, reading, and writing assignments.

If you do not do this you will fall behind on the class assignments and quickly fall behind.

Please be respectful and considerate to your classmates when sharing ideas and opinions.

Course Structure

We will be using NYU Classes heavily during the course. Any readings, viewings, slideshows,

discussions, and instructions will be posted there. We will be meeting via Zoom for each class

during the semester.

Work must be completed on time and in complete, grammatically correct sentences.

Attendance Policy

Attendance will be taken during the Zoom sessions. Lateness over 15 minutes from the start



time counts as an absence. Lateness is disrespectful to both me and your fellow students.

Zoom Policy

Please have cameras on and microphones off. Please consult this Zoom Etiquette Guide. Do

not come into a Zoom Room while laying down in your bed or in an otherwise extremely casual

setting or position. This is not appropriate.

Include pronouns in parentheses with your name.

Assignments and Grading Policy

1. Reading & Viewing assignments

Throughout the semester, there may be posted reading & viewing assignments to be completed

outside of class. These must be watched in full unless otherwise stated.

Must be completed each class.

2. Discussion Boards

You are required to post on the appropriate NYU Classes Discussion board each week about

that weeks topic. Each week you must write, minimum, 200 words in a post. Responses must

be in full sentences, properly formatted, on topic, and grammatical correct. See due dates, and

times, on NYU Classes.

Extra Credit may be given, at my discretion, to particularly robust and insightful postings.

Any responses made on other students discussion board posts, prior to September 16th, will be

given one point of extra credit towards the Midterm.

Must be completed each class.



3. Mid Term Paper

For the Mid Term, you will need to write a comparative 1000-1200 word essay about two

animated films. One of the films must be from class and the other from outside of class. You

should discuss the technical, creative, and historical significance of the animations in your essay

with as many of your own opinions as possible. You must cite at least two sources in MLA

format. You must include a bibliography. Bibliographies are not included in your word count.

MID TERM DUE: October 19th, 2020 2PM

4. Final Paper

The Final paper will be a 1500-2000 word essay about the Animated Feature Film of your

choice, as related to this class. All films choices must be approved by me. You should discuss

the technical, creative, and historical significance of the animations in your essay with as many

of your own opinions as possible. You must cite at least three sources in MLA format. You must

include a bibliography. Bibliographies are not included in your word count.

FINAL DUE: December 7th, 2020 2PM

5. Attendance & Participation

Attendance will fold into your participation grade.

Participation in class discussions and visiting artists sessions is necessary. We will have a richer

class because of it.

Must be completed each class.



Grading Criteria

Late Assignments will lose 10% of the total possible grade per day it is late unless

otherwise discussed with the professor.

Points Possible

Assignment

Participation

Discussion Board Posts Mid

Term

Final

Total:

Grading Scale

Letter Grade

A

B

C

D

F
Percentage 20%

25%

25%

30%

100%

Percentage 90-100%

80-89 %

70-79 %

60-69%

59% and below

Both papers will be graded using the following criteria;

• Knowledge and understanding 40%

• Conceptual clarity and depth 30%

• Writing style and techniques 30%

Course Communication



Interaction with Instructor

The Instructor will make every effort to communicate frequently with students through

announcements and postings within the NYU site. Post any questions or comments you

have about the course content and/or requirements in the General Discussion Board.

Questions of a more personal nature can be sent to the Instructor via email.

I check my email 10am-6pm Monday through Friday. Emails sent after 6pm Friday will

not be answered until 10am Monday.

Questions
In a remote course it is normal to have many questions about things that relate to the

course, such as clarification about assignments, course materials, or assessments.

Please email me for questions of a personalized nature. I encourage general questions

to be posted in the General Discussion Board. If you are confused, others may be

confused and this allows everyone to see the answers at once.

Netiquette
When posting on the discussion boards and chat rooms it is important to understand

how to interact with one another online, netiquette. You can read more about the rules

of netiquette at 15 Rules of Netiquette for Online Discussion Boards

Helpful Student Resources

Technical Resources
Information on NYU technical support resources for students: Technical Support

Student Support Services
Information on NYU student support resources for students: Student Services

Academic Support Services



Information on NYU academic support resources for students: Academic Support

Course & University Policies

Student Handbook

Information on student rights and responsibilities, academic honesty, standards
of

conduct, etc., can be found in the Student Handbook

Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/
drops, academic renewal, etc. Students should be aware of the current deadlines
and penalties for adding and dropping classes. Information can be found here

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)

Reasonable accommodation will be provided to any student who is registered with the

Office of Equal Opportunity. Please feel free to reach out otherwise.

Academic Honesty/Student Conduct
All work you submit must be your own scholarly and creative efforts. See NYU policy

here.

All written assignments will be submitted to a Plagiarism checker.

A Safe Learning Environment

Students of all races, ethnicities, ability levels, and gender identities should feel safe to

learn in this class. Content warnings will be used when reviewing challenging material. If

at any time you should feel uncomfortable please don’t hesitate to contact me with your

concerns and I will do my best to correct the situation.

Course Outline/Schedule of Assignments



Week 1
Wednesday - September 9th, 2020

You, me, & The Hollywood Cartoon

Week 2
Monday September 14th, 2020

Dancing Trees & The Hollywood Cartoon

Week 3
September 21st, 2020

Mass production & The Hollywood Cartoon

Week 4
September 28th 2020

Branding & The Hollywood Cartoon

*Stephanie Delazeri Visting Artist

Week 5
October 5th, 2020

Warner Brothers & The Hollywood Cartoon

Week 6
October 12th, 2020

Sound & the Hollywood Cartoon
Week 7
October 19th, 2020

Government & the Hollywood Cartoon

Week 8
October 26th, 2020

Limitations & The Hollywood Cartoon

Week 9



November 2nd, 2020

Artistic Influence & The Hollywood Cartoon

*Mark Toscano Visiting Artist

Week 10
November 9th, 2020

Technology & The Hollywood Cartoon

Week 11
November 16th, 2020

Renaissance & The Hollywood Cartoon

Week 12
November 23rd, 2020

Japan, Anime, & The Hollywood Cartoon

Week 13
November 30th, 2020

Contemporary Art & The Hollywood Cartoon

*Jamie Wolfe Visiting Artist

Week 14
December 7th, 2020

Today & The Hollywood Cartoon


