
Gilman Overview: 
Understanding the Application 



• Administered by the Institute of International 
Education 

• Sponsored by the U.S. Department of State, 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs

• For students of high financial need who have 
been traditionally underrepresented in 
education abroad

• Goal to diversify the population of students 
who study abroad, as well as the countries 
and regions they select

– Expanding beyond traditional study abroad locations, 
and encouraging students to study outside of Western 
Europe, Australia, New Zealand, and Canada 

Benjamin Gilman Scholarship Program



• Over 2,900 scholarships awarded per 
academic year

• Awards are up to $5000 to defray costs study 
abroad, including tuition, fees, books and 
airfare

• Award amounts vary based on the strength of 
application, financial need, as well as program 
location and length

• Awards sent directly to recipients (not to 
Financial Aid Office)

Award Details



• Applicants studying a critical need language while abroad can submit an additional essay 
to be considered for a supplemental award of $3000 (for maximum award of $8000 total)

• Note: This is not a separate award; cannot receive without winning Gilman scholarship 
• Critical need languages include the following: 

Critical Need Language Award

- Korean
- Persian
- Portuguese
- Punjabi
- Russian
- Swahili
- Turkish
- Urdu

- Arabic (all dialects)
- Azerbaijani
- Bahasa Indonesian
- Bangla
- Chinese (Mandarin)
- Hebrew
- Hindi
- Japanese



• U.S. Citizen

• Federal Pell Grant recipient

• Must have application on file for study away (but 
do not need to have received admissions 
notification yet)

• Must receive academic credit for study away 
program or internship

• Program cannot be in location currently under a 
U.S. Department of State Travel Warning

• Program must be a minimum of three weeks (21 
days)-- note that some summer and j-term study 
away programs may not be long enough

• Can only receive award once

Who Can Apply- Gilman Scholarship



Keep in mind Gilman’s mission: to diversify the population studying abroad by 
encouraging underrepresented students to participate.

• Impact of Program and Destination on Student’s Academic and Career Trajectory
– A successful Gilman applicant will describe how a specific program and destination will enable the 

applicant to reach their academic and/or career goals.  A successful applicant will also clearly 
articulate what they anticipate gaining from an experience abroad.

• Community Impact Abroad and Upon Student’s Return Home
– A successful Gilman applicant will design a Follow-on Service Project proposal that is feasible, utilizes 

one’s experience abroad, and connects to diverse groups of Americans.

• Academic Preparedness
– They should disclose any significant challenges they have faced in their academic career and discuss 

how they will be academically successful on their abroad program. Academic performance 
particularly in the applicant’s major, is important, though there is no minimum grade point average 
for participating in the Gilman Program.

• Diversity of Background and Experience

• Commitment to Proficiency in a Critical Need Language (Only applicable for 
Critical Needs Language Applicants)

– A successful applicant should demonstrate a strong motivation to achieve proficiency in the 
language that extends beyond their study abroad experience, and into their future academic and 
career goals.

Selection Criteria



Keep in mind Gilman’s mission: to diversify the population studying abroad by 
encouraging underrepresented students to participate.

Diversity of Background and Experiences (but are not limited to):

• students from diverse ethnic background
• first-generation college students
• veterans 
• students with disabilities
• student athletes whose extracurricular commitments make it difficult to study away
• students with high financial need
• students in fields of study underrepresented in study abroad, specifically science, 

technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM).
• students who have transferred to NYU from community colleges, HBCUs, Tribal 

Colleges, Hispanic-serving Institutions, or other Minority-Serving Institutions
• Students from U.S. states with lower study abroad participation
• students going to non-traditional study abroad destinations, especially those 

outside of Western Europe, Australia, New Zealand, and Canada 

Selection Criteria



• The Gilman Online Application includes:
– Eligibility
– Applicant Info
– Institutional Info
– Transcript (unofficial and official both accepted)
– Abroad Program
– Program Details
– International Experience
– Financial Aid
– Essays

• Complete NYU Authorization Form giving your NYU 
Advisors permission to certify your application is 
accurate (linked on our Gilman page)

• Following slides have more details on each application 
section!

Overview of Application



Personal Information
• Name, address, emergency contact, citizenship, etc.

Financial Aid
• You will need to verify your Pell Grant status and 

the financial information for your program
• Provide information on your financial aid package, 

scholarships, grants or loans

Eligibility, Applicant Info



What is advisor certification?
Study Abroad Advisors will be asked to verify that you have applied to a credit-
eligible study abroad program and confirm your study abroad program information. 
The Financial Aid Advisor will be asked to verify whether you are currently receiving 
a Federal Pell Grant and the estimated amount of financial aid, excluding loans, you 
can apply to your program. Advisors can only certify if information is correct, we 
cannot advocate on students’ behalf.

Last Names Q - Z
Study Abroad Advisor, 
Office of Global Programs
Nyoka Joseph
nyoka.joseph@nyu.edu

Financial Aid Advisor, 
Office of Financial Aid 
Quintin Sipp
quintin.sipp@nyu.edu

• List your current institution, 
graduation date, major, etc.

• List your advisors as:

Last Names A – H  
Study Abroad Advisor, Office 
of Global Programs
Melissa Ceballos
melissa.ceballos@nyu.edu

Financial Aid Advisor, Office 
of Financial Aid 
Michelle Newton
michelle.newton@nyu.edu

Institutional Info

Last Names I-P
Study Abroad Advisor
Office of Global Programs
Ryan Bedell
ryan.bedell@nyu.edu

Financial Aid Advisor
Office of Financial Aid
Cyril Jermin
cyril.jermin@nyu.edu

mailto:nyoka.joseph@nyu.edu
mailto:quintin.sipp@nyu.edu
mailto:nyoka.joseph@nyu.edu
mailto:Virginia.weiner@nyu.edu
mailto:ryan.bedell@nyu.edu
mailto:cyril.jermin@nyu.edu


• Must provide Official/Unofficial Transcript from all 
undergraduate institutions 

• Request Official transcripts from Registrar and have 
mailed to you or upload official/unofficial e-Transcript

• Do NOT mail transcript to Gilman Scholarship Program

• Scan and upload copy to the online application

• Request your transcript ASAP!

• * Although an unofficial transcript is acceptable at the 
time of the application, an official transcript is required 
if the award is received.

Upload Official/Unofficial Transcript

https://www.nyu.edu/students/student-information-and-resources/registration-records-and-graduation/transcripts-certifications-grades/transcripts.html


Official Program Title
• “NYU Accra” = correct
• “NYU in Accra” or “Accra” = incorrect

Official Dates
• Use the official calendar on website (do NOT estimate the dates – remember 

that the semester dates at NYU global locations differ from NYU in New York!)

Application question: “Will you be studying a foreign language while abroad?”
• Foreign language coursework required at some but not all NYU programs.       

If you will be taking a foreign language course, answer “yes.”

Application question: “Will you be taking classes that are taught in a foreign 
language abroad?”
• Courses at NYU’s global locations are mostly taught in English but some 

programs allow students to take content courses in a foreign language (ex: 
Biology taught in Spanish). 
If you will be taking your content courses in English, answer “no.”

Abroad Program & Program Details

https://www.nyu.edu/academics/studying-abroad/upperclassmen-semester-academic-year-study-away/calendars.html


International Experience

• Include information about any other undergraduate 
study abroad where you have received academic credit

• Do not include personal travel!



Estimated Total Cost of Your Study Abroad 
Program:
• Gilman wants to see all possible costs you 

may incur during your semester away, 
including: home school tuition & fees, 
immigration, housing, books, 
transportation, meals, flight, and 
insurance (included in tuition if on an NYU 
program)

– IMPORTANT NOTE: Please use the highest
amount possible to calculate the program 
costs to demonstrate the maximum 
amount of need. 

• If participating in an NYU Fall/Spring 
semester program, use the example chart 
(available online here) to calculate the 
overall cost of your program. The example 
on the next slide is a helpful guide.

Financial Aid
Study Away Cost Estimates (2019-20)
.

Avg. 
Housing

Groceries
/
Dining

Airfare Transit Immigrati
on Misc

Total 
Before
Tuition

Abu 
Dhabi $5,900* (included) $1,500 0 $2,000 $9,400

Accra $7,021 $1,000 $2,176 $450 $300* $1,500 $10,974

Berlin $6,778 $2,300 $1,000 $410 $100 $2,100 $12,688

Buenos 
Aires $5,253 $800 $1,100 $100 $240 $1,000 $8,493

Florence $7,287 $2,800 $1,500 $350 $100 $1,800 $13,837

London $9,536 $2,800 $1,000 $725 0 - $1200* $2,200 $16,261 -
$17,461

Los 
Angeles $5,583 $1,875 $555 $2,250* 0 - $200* $1,900 $12,163 -

$12,363

Madrid $6,502 $1,400 $1,100 $200 $200 $2,100 $11,502

New York $9,342* $2,000 -
$3,000 $1,500 $450* 0 - $200* $1,500 $12,792 -

$12,992

Paris $6,401 $2,600 $1,200 $360 $600 $1,500 $12,661

Prague $4,552 $2,200 $1,200 $100 $500* $1,000 $9,552

Shanghai $2,967 -
$6,755* $1,400 $1,500 $200 $60 - $200 $1,000 $7,127 -

$11,055

Tel Aviv $8,416 $1,000 $1,400 $150 $1,900 $12,866

Washingt
on, DC $5,583 $2,000 $555 $300 0 - $200* $1,500 $9,938 -

$10,138

http://www.nyu.edu/academics/studying-abroad/upperclassmen-semester-academic-year-study-away/costs-financial-aid.html


http://www.nyu.edu/academics/studying-abroad/upperclassmen-semester-academic-year-study-away/costs-financial-aid.html

Please Note: Your estimate will likely 
seem quite high. Don’t worry. You will 
find that actual cost of living largely 
depends on your budget, lifestyle, 
preferences, etc. It is possible to live 
affordably in an expensive city, and to 
live expensively in an affordable city!

Housing: $7,792
Meals:                 $2,300
Flight: $1,000
Transport:          $410
Visa cost: $70
Books/Misc.:      $2,100
Insurance:           n/a

+ NYU Home School Tuition

= Total Estimated Program Cost

Example Estimated Total Cost of Your Study Abroad Program:

Financial Aid, Continued

http://www.nyu.edu/academics/studying-abroad/upperclassmen-semester-academic-year-study-away/costs-financial-aid.html


In addition to the online application, students must 
submit 3 essays: 
• Statement of Purpose 

– A chance to discuss your academic, professional and personal 
goals, and how you meet the selection criteria

• Building Mutual Understanding
– How will you contribute to the mission of building mutual 

understanding by sharing what it means to be an American, 
learning about the host culture, and building meaningful 
relationships (max of 3000 characters)

• Follow On Service Project
– How will your Follow-on-Service Project increase awareness of 

study abroad and the Gilman Scholarship among your peers in 
your home communities and campuses (max of 3000 characters)

Essays should be no more than 7,000 characters for 
Statement of Purpose and 3,000 character limit for the 
Community Impact & Follow On Service Project Essays 
(including spaces), or approximately 1-1.5 pages single-
spaced.

Required Essays



To view more information, visit Gilman’s website:
• Program Overview 
• Applicant FAQs
• Videos include:

– Online Application Walk-through Webinar
– Follow-on Service Project Overview
– Encouraging Students with Disabilities to Study Abroad
– Gilman Global Experience: videos from former Gilman recipients

Still have questions? NYU Gilman Advisors can help! 
• RSVP for an in-person Info Session OR 
• Sign up for an Advising Appointment

Resources

https://www.gilmanscholarship.org/program/program-overview/
https://www.gilmanscholarship.org/applicants/applicants-faq/
https://www.gilmanscholarship.org/resources/videos/
https://goo.gl/forms/mYqdjz19dqj97erm1
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/selfsched?sstoken=UUxKQTRrd0Z0NkRLfGRlZmF1bHR8OWUzNDAxMTY4N2RkM2Y5OTljYjM5OTI2ZWY5NWUzNjk


October 2021 Deadlines
(Programs Start December 1, 2021, to October 31, 2022)

Please note that virtual programs are eligible through Summer 2022



Thank You!
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