
 
 
 

SUMMARY OF THE FACULTY SENATORS COUNCIL MEETING OF NOVEMBER 15, 2012 
 

Visit the FSC website for more information and to view complete minutes, resolutions, and other documents: www.nyu.edu/fsc 
 

• Motions Approved regarding Law School Election 
 

o Chairperson Magder reported that the EC was notified on September 12 that the Law School had held an 
election to fill a vacant senate seat. The election took place after the May 1 deadline. 

o On the advice of the EC, the FSC chair corresponded with the Law School Dean and the Law School 
Senators confirming that the typical procedures for the Law School election were followed.  

o This was reported to the other members of the EC before the FSC meeting on September 13. Both law 
school senators attended the FSC meeting on September 13.  

o Subsequently, the Governance Committee established an Internal Affairs sub-committee to investigate the 
circumstances of the law school election culminating in a recommendation to the EC that Jim Jacobs not be 
permitted to sit as a senator for 2012-3.  

o Primary Amendment to Main Motion: Violation of Bylaws 
 By approving this motion, the FSC is fully aware that it is approving its violation of New York 

University bylaws 63(c) and 63(f). 
o Secondary Amendment to Main Motion: “Suspension of Rules” 

 Since the main motion under consideration, if amended, would require the FSC to disregard the 
University bylaws, the FSC must “suspend its own rules” before voting on the main motion. 

o Main Motion from Executive Committee Majority 
 Faculty Senators Council confirms the election of Jim Jacobs as senator for the Law School for a 

three-year term beginning September 2012. 
 

• Governance Committee 
 

o Starting last year, the Committee has been looking into the School elections of FSC senators.  
o The Committee will also review the nomination process for EC positions. 
o  In addition a sub-committee has been formed to look at procedures to select Deans and the President.  

 
• University Space Priorities Working Group 

 
o Active Alternate Dehejia and Senator Angela Kamer serve as the FSC representatives on this committee. 
o A charge of the committee is to determine priorities for new construction in the southern super block and 

advise on actions to ameliorate effects of construction. The other main task is to encourage and solicit 
feedback and Dehejia encouraged Senators to seek feedback from their school’s constituents. 

o The Committee was informed the timeline is as follows: no construction on northern superblock for at least 
ten years and construction on southern superblocks will not begin for at least two years and until the 
committee has completed their work.  

o A Senator asked if the Committee has addressed the financial implications and re-building efforts introduced 
by Hurricane Sandy. The committee is discussing the finances of the project, but has not yet addressed the 
recent issues regarding Sandy.  

o Questions regarding the space needs were raised: how have space needs been constructed, who is making 
these claims and on what basis? A Senator commented the tuition-driven nature of NYU and the over 
acceptance of undergraduate enrollments may be creating space needs.  
 

• Pari Shirazi and Tisch Asia 
 

o The procedure of firing the President of Tisch Asia raised concerns and led to a faculty petition seeking 
clarification, sent to the Provost. The matter is now in court. 

o  The issue raises concerns about the rights and grievance procedures of non-tenure track faculty (NTTF). 
Tisch has not finalized the document regarding these procedures.  The Executive Committee will contact the 
Provost’s Office about the Tisch NTTF document.  
 

• Liberal Studies Program (LSP) 
 

o Senator Uleman reported on an appeal from a faculty member in LSP for review and possibly intervention by 
the FSC regarding concerns about the relationship between the dean and the faculty in that program. This 
issue will be referred to the Personnel and Affirmative Action Committee (PAAC) for a preliminary 
investigation and they will report back to the FSC in the near future. 


