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It is my pleasure to share with you recent news and notes from across the university community. 
 
NEWS AND EVENTS 
 
As you may have heard, NYU announced it will begin work on its Uniform Land Use 
Review Procedure (ULURP) application seeking approvals to build on the blocks near 
Washington Square Park that are already owned by the university.  The University is 
withdrawing its application for a fourth tower in the landmarked section of the southern 
superblock; its ULURP application will instead include a building on the site currently occupied 
by the Morton Williams supermarket.    
 
We are delighted that former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom Gordon Brown will 
be on campus, Tuesday, December 14, to take part in a conversation on international 
finance and political issues at 1:30 PM in Tishman Auditorium, Vanderbilt Hall, 40 
Washington Square South.  His visit to New York, following his participation in late 
November in a major conference on the US midterm elections held at La Pietra in Florence, 
marks Mr. Brown’s official affiliation with NYU as the inaugural Distinguished Global Leader 
in Residence.  In this role, he will, over the course of this year and into the next academic year, 
engage with the NYU community—both faculty and students—in seminars and public events in 
New York as well as Abu Dhabi and our other study away sites.  
 
NYU continues its impressive run as one of the top American universities in both attracting 
international students and in numbers of students who study abroad, according to the 
annual “Open Doors” report released by the Institute of International Education.  For the eighth 
consecutive year, NYU was the top institution in students who study overseas, with 3,524.  NYU 
attracted the third-highest number of students from abroad (7,276 in 2009-10, up from 6,761 the 
previous year), behind the University of Southern California and the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign.  New York City is the top host city in the country. 
 
FACULTY HONORS 
 
David Amodio, assistant professor in the Department of Psychology and Center for Neural 
Science, has been awarded a Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers 
(PECASE).  The PECASE Awards are the highest honor bestowed by the U.S. government on 
outstanding scientists and engineers beginning their careers and are conferred annually at the 
White House based on recommendations from federal agencies.  Professor Amodio, whose 
research examines the cognitive and neural mechanisms through which people regulate their 
social behavior, was nominated by the National Science Foundation.  
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The New York Academy of Sciences has selected four NYU researchers for its 2010 
Blavatnik Awards for Young Scientists.  Evgeny Nudler, the Julie Wilson Anderson 
Professor of Biochemistry at the Langone Medical Center, was among the faculty awardees 
and received $25,000 in unrestricted funding.  Daniela Schiller, a former post-doctoral 
fellow in the Department of Psychology and Center for Neural Science and currently an 
assistant professor of psychiatry and neuroscience at Mount Sinai School of Medicine, received 
a post-doctoral award, which includes $15,000 in unrestricted funding.  Neal Weiner, 
associate professor in the Department of Physics, and Elza Erkip, associate professor of 
electrical and computer engineering at NYU-Poly, were both finalists for the faculty award 
and each received $10,000 in unrestricted funding.  
 
The American Historical Association has awarded Karl Appuhn, associate professor in the 
Department of History, its 2010 Herbert Baxter Adams Prize, given annually to the best first 
book by a young scholar in the field of European History.  Professor Appuhn was honored for his 
account of Venice’s efforts to manage its natural resources, A Forest on the Sea: Environmental 
Expertise in Renaissance Venice. 
 
Myles Jackson, the Dibner Family Professor of the History and Philosophy of Science and 
Technology at NYU-Poly and a professor of the history of science at the Gallatin School 
for Individualized Study, has been awarded the Humboldt Fellowship by the Alexander 
von Humboldt Foundation.  Professor Jackson will spend next summer at the Fraunhofer 
Institute for Applied Mathematics in Kaiserslautern, Germany, where he will study the 
application of mathematical models to skilled labor practices.  The Humboldt Fellowship is 
given to scholars whose work has had a significant impact on their discipline and who are 
expected to continue producing cutting-edge achievements in the future.  

Two faculty members have been named to Business Insider’s list, “Silicon Alley 100: New 
York’s Coolest Tech People in 2010.”  Red Burns, founder of the Interactive Technology 
Program at the Tisch School of the Arts, was cited for her influential support and training of 
students who have gone on to have big success in the city’s tech industry.  Evan Korth, clinical 
associate professor in the Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences, was named for his 
role in founding Hack.NY.org, a non-profit that connects New York City students with local 
startups and fosters community among future tech leaders. 

 
ALUMNI HONORS 
 
Poets Matt Donovan (GSAS ‘03) and LB Thompson (GSAS ‘00), who both earned the 
M.F.A. from the Creative Writing Program, were among the ten recipients of the 2010 
Whiting Writers’ Awards.  Granted by the Mrs. Giles Whiting Foundation, the awards honor 
writers of exceptional talent and promise early in their careers and carry a cash prize of $50,000. 
 
STUDENT HONORS 
 
The men’s soccer team made NYU history in early November, capturing the University 
Athletic Association Championship for the first time with a 1-0 win over Brandeis 
University.  The Violets also became the first team in UAA history to go all seven UAA games 
without allowing a goal, and tied the NYU record for total shutouts in a season, with 12.  The 
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victory earned the team a place in the NCAA Tournament, and although the Violets were 
eliminated in a tough first-round loss, we are deeply proud of their terrific season! 
 
Ferris Jahr, a graduate student in the Arthur L. Carter Journalism Institute, has received 
the Society for Neuroscience’s Science Journalism Award.  The award encourages the pursuit 
of a career in science or medical journalism.  Ferris is enrolled in the Carter Institute’s Science, 
Health, and Environmental Reporting Program. 
 
GRANTS 
 
The College of Nursing has been awarded a five-year, $2.9 million Federal Health 
Resources and Administration grant to fund its Mobile Health Van Program.  The 
community outreach program, called “Feeling Good in Your Neighborhood,” offers primary 
health care services to underserved and recent immigrant adolescents in four Brooklyn schools. 
The new, fully equipped van includes two exam rooms and a reception area and is staffed by 
nurse practitioners, registered nurses, and other professionals.  Judith Haber, associate dean of 
graduate programs, is the project’s Principal Investigator. 
 
Jacques Lezra, professor of Spanish and Comparative Literature, and Emily Apter, 
professor of French and Comparative Literature, have won a Dissertation Seminar Grant 
from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.  With the $500,000 grant, Professor Lezra and 
Professor Apter will conduct a graduate humanities seminar at NYU this summer entitled, “The 
Problem of Translation: Philosophical, Cultural, Literary, Genealogical.” 
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