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MINUTES OF THE FACULTY SENATORS COUNCIL MEETING OF MAY 2, 2013 
 
The New York University Faculty Senators Council (FSC) met at noon on Thursday, May 2, 2013 in Room 
905/907 in the Kimmel Center for University Life. 
 
In attendance were Senators Alter, Anton, Billman, Cappell, Carpenter, Cowin, Gale, Harrington, 
Hutchins, Jacobs, Jelinek, Jones, Karl, Ling, Ludomirsky, Magder, McIlwain, Mincer, Monaco, Nolan, 
Raiken, Sternhell, Stokes, Sundaram, Tannenbaum, Thurston, Uleman, Van Devanter, and Zwanziger, 
Active Alternates Azmitia and Chan, and Alternate Senators Kinnally (for Kamer) Reiss and Simon. FSC 
Advisors Al-Askari, Lebowitz, and Moskowitz attended as guests.  
 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD APRIL 11, 2013 
 
Upon a motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of the April 11, 2013 meeting were approved 
unanimously. 
 
ELECTION BY SECRET BALLOT OF FSC VICE CHAIRPERSON AND SECRETARY  
 
Chairperson Magder asked for any nominations from the floor. 

The election of FSC Vice Chairperson and Secretary for 2013-2014 took place by secret ballot from the 
following slate of candidates presented by the Nominating Committee: 

Candidate for Vice Chairperson: 

a. Awam Amkpa (Tisch School of the Arts) 
b. Jim Uleman (Faculty of Arts and Science 

 
Candidates for Secretary: 

a. Warren Jelinek (School of Medicine) 
b. Charlton McIlwain (Steinhardt School) 

 
Senators Ling and Karl from the Nominating Committee supervised the counting of the ballots and Ling 
reported the results of the election: Awam Amkpa from the Tisch School of the Arts will serve as FSC 
Vice Chair and Charlton McIlwain from the Steinhardt School will serve as FSC Secretary for academic 
year 2013-2014. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

REPORT FROM THE CHAIRPERSON: TED MAGDER 
 
Meeting with Board of Trustees 
 
Chairperson Magder offered a summary of the FSC meeting with the Board of Trustees (BOT). The idea 
of forming a joint committee of BOT members and FSC members was discussed and received a positive 
reception. The group discussed the history of presidential searches and the FSC stated that faculty 
should be involved in the process from the beginning. Alternate Senator Thompson presented ideas from 
Tisch on shared governance, including the opportunity for faculty to hold faculty meetings in their schools 
without the presence of Deans or administrators. Requests for rooms should be honored and email 
contact information be made available. 

Senator Jelinek reported on the meeting between members of the Faculty Council at the School of 
Medicine (SOM) and the BOT. The diminished role of the faculty in governance was discussed. 

Senator Nolan reported on the meeting of members of the AAUP and BOT. A similar message was 
expressed regarding lack of transparency, consultation, and communication, for example in regards to the 
Global Network University (GNU). The AAUP members emphasized the importance of faculty 
involvement in the presidential search committee.  

Summer Committee 
 
Magder announced the formation of a summer committee of FSC members who will assist the Executive 
Committee with issues that arise over the summer. He asked those who are interested and available to 
contact the Coordinator.  

Observers at FSC meetings 
 
The Executive Committee clarified the protocol and traditions for observer status. Former Chairs are 
welcome at FSC meetings. Alternates are encouraged to attend with their Senators at a suggested once 
per semester. Retirees, especially those working on committees or who want to attend a meeting where a 
special issue is on the agenda, may attend.  
 
Update on Bylaw revision: Senator Elections 
 
The following resolution was passed at the April 11 FSC meeting:  

IT IS RESOLVED, that The Faculty Senators Council proposes the following amendment to NYU Bylaw 
63 (c): 

All elections for members of the Faculty Senators Council shall be held prior to June 1, except in 
extenuating circumstances, which have been explained in writing to the FSC Governance Committee by 
June 6. The name of each representative to the Senate should be transmitted to the Secretary of the 
Senate not more than five days after June 1.  

Bonnie Brier, Senior Vice President, General Counsel & Secretary, sent a response stating this change 
will be discussed in the early fall along with the review of all Bylaws by the BOT. The decision on changes 
to the Bylaws will be made at the December BOT meeting.   
 
 
 
 



 
 

FSC COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Executive Committee: Chairperson Magder 
 
Election of Officers 
 
See attached Document A: Proposed Amendment to FSC Rules regarding Officers. 
 
Magder presented the document, produced, reviewed, and approved by the Executive Committee and 
Governance Committee. He stated the revisions clarify the absentee ballot rule and nominations from 
floor, procedure on dates, move the Nominating Committee appointment to the end of the fall semester, 
and add a term limit for chair. He highlighted one error in the document: under 2(f) the word school should 
not be crossed out in the sentence: Only FSC members who will hold a school seat for the coming 
academic year are eligible for election to the positions of Vice-Chair and Secretary. 
 
By including the word school, Senators-at-Large would not be eligible to run. Senator Harrington, chair of 
Governance, stated the view is people should be elected by their faculty. The eligibility of Secretary 
candidates Warren Jelinek and Charlton McIIwain, both Senators-at-Large, was mentioned. Magder 
clarified that the changes to the rules would not apply during this election cycle.  

Senator Carpenter moved a primary amendment to the motion to remove the word school and it was 
seconded.  

A Senator stated the word school should remain because allowing Senators-at-Large to run, who are 
appointed by the Executive Committee, places too much power in hands of the EC. She suggested the 
administration could exert pressure on the members of this committee to choose specific candidates. 
Another Senator stated the candidates who are Senators-at-Large were nominated based on their 
abilities.  

At the conclusion of the discussion, the primary amendment to remove the word school, making 
Senators-at-Large eligible to run for Executive Committee positions was approved by vote of 17 senators 
in favor and 15 senators opposed.  

The document with the new amendment was approved by vote of the Council with 1 senator opposed. 

Governance: Committee Chair Harrington 
 
Report on FSC Elections in the Schools and Recommendations and a Resolution on Best 
Practices for Monitoring Elections in the Schools 
 
Senator Harrington presented the documents distributed at the April 11 FSC meeting. See attached 
Document B: Proposed Resolution on Best Practices for Senate Elections in the Schools, Document C: 
Current Practices: Senator Elections by School, Document D: Senator Election Reporting Form, 
Document E: Addendum to FSC-GC Resolution on Senator Elections in the Schools. 
 
Harrington stated the Governance Committee recognized the irregularity in Senator elections between 
schools and the need to examine how elections take place and monitor these elections while respecting 
individual schools’ culture and practices. The intention is to provide best practices based on transparency 
and accountability.  
 
The handouts provide a list of school practices, including the availability of written rules. 
  
A Senator stated there is too much top-down direction in the recommendation. It does not take into 
account schools’ different circumstances, such as small schools, which he states do not require this level 



 
 

of detailed procedure. Another Senator agreed there is too much fine detail in the recommendation and 
believes her school would find this intrusive.  
 
Another Senator stated there is the threat of interference by the administration, such as Chair and Deans 
sending candidate endorsement letters, and therefore detailed procedures are needed. 
 
Senator Harrington clarified these are guidelines, not enforceable rules.  
 
Chairperson Magder stated the guidelines are too specific and provide details on possible ways an 
election may be deemed invalid.  
 
A subsidiary motion was moved and seconded to postpone the motion to the fall. The motion to postpone 
passed by vote of 15 senators in favor and 13 senators opposed.  

Harrington suggested it would be useful for recommendations to the resolution and documents be sent in 
writing.  
 
University Space Priorities Working Group: FSC Representative Sewin Chan 
 
Alternate Senator Chan suggested bringing Chairperson Magder in the room for the discussion. He 
recused himself from these discussions this academic year. Chan stated Magder, as Chair of the Working 
Group, has been working with all the subcommittees and his presence would be useful. It was noted he 
voluntarily recused himself from the room.  
 
A Senator stated he is not present at these discussions because of his conflict of interest. Another 
Senator clarified this was viewed as a conflict of interest because the Working Group is considered by 
some to be a PR committee of the administration.  
 
A Senator stated if the FSC representatives to the Working Group believe it would be useful for Magder to 
be part of the discussion, he should be in the room.    
 
It was approved by vote of 18 senators in favor and 9 senators opposed that Chairperson Magder be 
present for the discussion.  

The meeting was past end time end before the discussion could take place. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:10 PM. 
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Proposed Amendment to FSC Rules regarding Officers
4/11/13 

Document A, Page 1

Ted Magder


Ted Magder
Change in voting status for current Chair and Chair-elect

Ted Magder
c) and d) replace "shall" with should

Ted Magder
clarifies that only Chair-elect is eligible for sen-at-large appt

Ted Magder
FSCEC recommends deletion of word "school" so that anyone holding a senate seat (i.e. current senators-at-large) may run for election

Ted Magder
EC recommends the addition of 'term-limit' for chair. 
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Ted Magder
The EC added language permitting nominations from the floor.

Ted Magder
Absentee ballot rule clarified.  Note there is no "proxy" voting. 
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 April 11, 2013   
TO: FSC  
 
FROM: FSC-Governance Committee  

Pamela Cowin pamela.cowin@nyumc.org 
Christine Harrington, Christine.harrington@nyu.edu, chair 
Warren Jelinek  jelinw01@nyumc.org 
Carl Lebowitz carl.lebowitz@nyu.edu  
Charlton McIlwain charlton.mcilwain@nyu.edu 
Marie Monaco mem6@nyumc.org  
Eric Simon eric.simon@nyu.edu  
Jim Uleman  jim.uleman@nyu.edu 
Daniel Zwanziger daniel.zwanziger@nyu.edu  

 
Proposed Resolution on  

Best Practices for Senate Elections in the Schools  
 

Background 
 
FSC- Governance Committee has the following duties and responsibilities as provided 
for in FSC Rules of Procedures under:  
 

VI. Committees of the Faculty Senators Council,  
              1. Standing Committees,   

 (h) Governance: monitors University-wide governance and the 
governance process in the several schools; considers the impact of   
policies that affect faculty governance; conducts regular periodic reviews 
of the NYU Faculty Handbook. 

 

 
 

See attached document, “Toward The Development of Best Practices for the Election of 
Senators: Current Practices in NYU Schools (where available)” 

Document B, Page 1
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 highest number of votes= the second Alternate. 
 
For Schools with more than one Senator running for office, the candidate with the 
highest number of votes = Senators until all Senator position are elected, and the 
candidates with the next highest number of votes = the Alternates in the same 
order as in the election of the Senators. 
 

1. Nominations  
The full-time TTF in each school shall elect a nominations and elections 
committee (N&E) made up of TTF. The role of the N&E committee is to:  
• Solicit and suggest 3 nominees for each vacant Senate seat;     
• Make the list of nominees available to all TTF at least two weeks before the 

school’s election;  
• Ensure that Deans do not appoint or interfere in the N&E process. * 

 
2. Nominee Validation 

The N&E committee of each school shall ensure that each of the nominees is 
eligible to serve as a Senator (i.e., nominee must have full-time, TTF status).   
   

3. Candidate Information   
Nominees shall submit a biography to be circulated to the voting faculty at least 
one week before the voting begins, including a statement of his/her priorities in 
faculty governance, if elected to represent the school in the FSC.   

 
4. Voting Method 

• Elections shall take place at a faculty meeting by secret ballot, or by a secure 
and anonymous e-ballot.  

 
• If, in a single election, both Senator(s) and Alternates are elected: 

 
For Schools with only one Senator, the candidate with the highest number of 
votes = Senator; the candidate with the second highest number of votes = the 
first Alternate; and the candidate with the third highest number of votes = the 

Document B, Page 2
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* Statement on Free and Fair Faculty Elections without Interference by the 
Administration the Nomination or Election Processes of Senators and Alternates: 
 

The election of Senators by the Faculty, free from interference by the 
administration, is an essential tenet for the meaningful practice of shared 
governance.   
 
Interference constitutes any form of verbal or written communication by persons 
in a position of power over the voting faculty that attempts to direct, designate, 
favor or campaign for a particular candidate. 
 
Administrative interference in the nomination and election of Senators 
undermines faculty self-governance and is therefore treated as cause for the 
nullification of the schools elections.  Persons who hold leadership positions in 
the school’s administration (e.g., Deans, Department Chairs, Section/Division 
Chiefs) are, therefore, expected to refrain from engaging in conduct constituting 
“interference” as define above. 
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Toward The Development of Best Practices for the Election of Senators 
Current Practices in Schools, where available 

School Nominations Nominee Validation Biographies Voting Method 
  
Dentistry (2) 
   

 call for 
nominations 

up-to-date list of faculty  
on-line with write-in 
capability 

 Library (1) 
 
 
 
 
+2 Alternates  

 nominating 
committee  

 presents slate of no 
fewer that 3 names  

 nominees  accepted 
from the floor 

  

Elected at annual election 
meeting 
nominee with highest 
votes = Senator, 2nd 
highest votes = Alternate, 
3rd highest votes = Second 
Alternate 

Faculty of Arts 
and Sciences 
(11)  

 N & E Committee 
 all members 

elected by  TTF; 2 
per the 3 academic 
divisions; 
staggered  3 year 
terms  

 nominees accepted 
from the floor 

An annual survey is sent 
to all FAS tenured and 
tenure-track faculty in 
Sept. listing all the FAS 
Committees and 
requesting faculty to 
indicate on which 
committees they would be 
willing to serve 

 3 nominees per  
every open 
Senate seat 

 entire slate on-
line with links to 
faculty profiles 

 on-line ballot 
voting in  1st 2 
weeks of April 

 Senator elected by 
highest # of votes 

 Alternate elected 
by 2nd highest # of 
votes 

Gallatin  (1) 
 
 + 2 Alternates 

 nominations are 
solicited by the 
Dean during the 
month before an 
election is held 

 Due to continued 
satisfaction with 
the current senator 
there are no other 
nominees 

In the recent past, the 
same senator has been re-
elected 

 

Election happens at an-all 
faculty meeting by 
written, secret ballot; 
faculty meet regularly 
every two weeks and vote 
regularly on issues – this 
policy is maintained for 
the elections of the FSC 
Senator 

Document C, Page 1
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School Nominations Nominee Validation Biographies Voting Method 

SCPS  (1) 
   
+2 Alternates 

No written procedure    

In practice, the nominee 
with the highest number 
of votes becomes the 
senator and the nominee 
with the second highest 
number of votes become 
the alternate  

 Law (2) 
  

No written procedure 
 

Nominations are added to 
faculty agenda & sent with 
advance notice to whole 
faculty 

 

 election takes place 
as a motion at a 
faculty meeting  

 followed by a 
faculty vote 

 “the entire process 
is memorialized in 
the minutes of the 
meeting” Vice 
Dean, 10/2012 

  Medicine (6) 
  

 Faculty Council-EC 
is Nominating 
Committee.   

 Nominees are 
solicited from TTF 
by email during a 
two-week period & 
two reminders 
emailed 

validation via list from 
Office of Faculty Records 

Nominees submit 
biographies, which are 
emailed to TTF and   
made available on-line 
one-two weeks before 
voting begins: 
http://education.med.n
yu.edu/gradmaterial/se
natorNomineeBiograph
ies2012.html 

 on-line ballot 
voting over  2 
weeks   

 Senator elected by 
highest # of votes 

 Alternate elected 
by 2nd highest # of 
votes  

  Social Work (1) 
  
+ 2 Alternates 

No written procedure 
only full-time tenured and 
tenure-eligible are eligible 

 
only full-time tenured and 
tenure-eligible are eligible 

Document C, Page 2
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School Nominations Nominee Validation Biographies Voting Method 

Steinhardt  (3) 
  
http://steinhardt
.nyu.edu/govern
ance/bylaws - III 

 Secretary of the 

School Council, who 

is elected by the 

TTF, calls for 

nominations from 

the faculty  
 Secretary of the 

School Council 

notifies TTF when 

election takes place 

 Validated by 

Secretary of the 

School   
 Alternates may not 

run for Senate seat 
unless first resign 
from Alternate 
position  

 Name of an 
Alternate shall 
automatically be 
placed in 
nomination for 
Senator in the year 
following the 
expiration of 
his/her term as 
Alternate 

 

  

 Senator elected by 
highest # of votes 

 Alternate elected 
by 2nd  and 3rd 
highest # of votes          

  Business (3) 
  

 Faculty Council 
nominates 3 TTF 
for each Senate and 
Alternate vacancy  

 Nominees are 
notified  

 Nominations are 
submitted by the 
Faculty Council   
until 3 nominees 
per open Senate  
seat.  

validation by Vice Dean of 
Faculty and Director of 
Faculty Services 

 

 on-line ballot 
voting for 1 week    

 Senator elected by 
highest # of votes 

 Alternate elected 
by 2nd  and 3rd 
highest # of votes         
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School Nominations Nominee Validation Biographies Voting Method 

 
Tisch  (1) 
  
+ 2 Alternates 

 
Office of Faculty notifies 
voting members of the 
faculty via e-mail 
explaining duties of 
Senators and asks for 
nomination.    

  

 
 Paper ballots to the 

voting faculty and 
tabulates them.   

 Results are 
confirmed by the 
Associate Dean of 
the Faculty and the 
Dean is notified.  
Alternates are the 
second and third 
recipients of the 
highest votes. 

Wagner  (1) 
 
+ 2 Alternates 

 Each year faculty 
elect an Advisory 
Committee (AC) 

 AC make 
recommendations 
for committee 
assignments, 
including FSC 
Senators 

  
Full-time TTF vote on the 
FSC candidates 

Document C, Page 4



	   1	  

ELECTION	  OF	  FACULTY	  SENATORS	  AND	  ALTERNATE	  SENATORS	  
Please	  complete	  this	  form	  using	  Adobe	  Acrobat	  Reader	  or	  Professional	  and	  send	  it	  to	  

the	  Coordinator	  of	  the	  Faculty	  Senators	  Council	  
	  
Enter	  the	  name	  of	  the	  School:	   	  

Enter	  the	  name	  of	  the	  person	  submitting	  this	  report:	   	  
Enter	  the	  date	  this	  report	  is	  being	  submitted:	   	  

NAMES	  OF	  THE	  ELECTED	  SENATORS	  
Enter	  the	  name,	  University	  address,	  telephone	  extension	  and	  e-‐mail	  address	  of	  each	  elected	  Faculty	  
Senator:	  
	  
NAME	   UNIVERSITY	  

ADDRESS	  
TELEPHONE	  
EXTENSION	   E-‐MAIL	  ADDRESS	  

	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	  

Enter	  the	  name,	  University	  address,	  telephone	  extension	  and	  e-‐mail	  address	  of	  each	  elected	  Alternate	  
Faculty	  Senator	  in	  the	  order	  to	  match	  the	  Senator	  (above)	  for	  whom	  (s)he	  is	  an	  Alternate:	  

NAME	   UNIVERSITY	  
ADDRESS	  

TELEPHONE	  
EXTENSION	   E-‐MAIL	  ADDRESS	  

	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	  



	   2	  

	  
	  

NOMINATION	  PROCEDURE	  

Was	  a	  call	  for	  nominations	  made	  to	  the	  entire	  Voting	  Faculty?	  	   	   	   Yes	   	   No	  

How	  long	  were	  nominations	  open	  before	  voting	  began?	  (days)	   	  

Enter	  the	  names	  of	  the	  nominees:	  

	   	   	  

	   	   	  

	   	   	  

	   	   	  

	   	   	  

	   	   	  

	   	   	  

	   	   	  

	   	   	  

	   	   	  

	   	   	  

VOTING	  PROCEDURE	  

Was	  the	  election	  completed	  by	  June	  1?	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Yes	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  No	  

Were	  biographies	  of	  the	  nominees	  distributed	  to	  the	  voting	  Faculty	  
at	  least	  one	  week	  before	  voting	  began?	  	   	   	   	   	   	   Yes	   	   No	  

Describe	  the	  voting	  procedure	  (e.g.	  at	  a	  faculty	  meeting	  by	  show	  of	  hands,	  secret	  ballot,	  on-‐line	  
e-‐ballot,	  etc.):	  

	  



 

April 30, 2013 

ADDENDUM to FSC-GC Resolution on Senator Elections in the Schools 

 

School election officers should avoid any appearance of impropriety or conflict of 
interest while conducting elections for Senators from their Schools to serve on the 
Faculty Senators Council. For this reason, it is preferable that members of School 
election committees, or any other person charged with carrying out and/or monitoring 
elections should refrain altogether from publicly campaigning on behalf of any 
candidates vying for election to the Faculty Senators Council. This includes, but is not 
limited to: offering public statements on a candidates’ behalf; using any form of print or 
electronic media to circulate such statements. Further, no member of School election 
committees may utilize, or provide candidates or persons advocating on behalf of 
candidates, exclusive access to faculty contact information.  
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