The Roles of Arts & Culture in Addressing Islamophobia

AMPLIFYING ARTS INTERVENTIONS
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Outside Gotham Comedy Club, NYC’s premiere comedy club, and home to the New York Arab-American Comedy Festival.

F RO M T H E F I ELD

New York Arab-American Comedy Festival
THE NEW YORK ARAB-AMERICAN COMEDY FESTIVAL was founded by comedians Dean Obeidallah and

Maysoon Zayid. The festival’s unique position and open-armed style provides a platform for socio-political commentary
by comedians to communicate and highlight critical issues through the accessible, infectious, comedy medium.
Learn more about the New York Arab-American Comedy Festival at their website:

THEMES
A growing body of successful work demonstrates how we can support the work of artists to amplify the stories of American
Muslims. Strategic artistic approaches can make significant impact when we support courageous work to demonstrate our
unshakable determination for change.

HOW CAN WE HELP?
PARTICIPATING WITH COMMUNITIES

SHARING THE WORK

To advance and sustain this work, funders must support
artists, organizations, and the communities who conceive
meaningful, creative solutions.

Artists and communities are more likely to share their
creative work when it is recognized as valuable for
social change. Platforms to celebrate this work and to
amplify its footprint are critical to increasing awareness
and impact.

TAKING RISK

Today, more
than ever before,
opportunities
abound with
emerging creative
voices providing
bold ideas to
contribute to needed
systemic change.

THINKING BIG

Using resources strategically and collaboratively, we can
expand impact through imaginative approaches.

OUTCOMES
ESTABLISHED A FORUM FOR COLLECTIVE LEARNING

• To advance greater understanding and engagement.
• To discover new thinking and approaches.
• To increase a cross-pollination of ideas through connections
between artists, activists, cultural practitioners and funders.
• To further collaboration and support for solutions.
PRODUCED SHARABLE RESOURCES

• Two short videos inspired by the 2017 symposium keynote
presentation by Professor Hussein Rashid.
• A summary report of the 2017 symposium by Michael DiNiscia,
Deputy Director for Research and Strategic Initiatives at
The John Brademas Center for New York University.
• A series of articles inspired by Michael DiNiscia’s report and
graphic facilitator Flash Rosenberg’s drawings.

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION
Which platforms will help to share and
celebrate ideas of arts interventions?
How can we make space for new voices
and ideas?
How can funders and decision-makers
collaborate to support an ecosystem which
develops and shares inclusive narratives?
What are the many ways to measure
cultural change?

ABOUT THIS SERIES
On March 13, 2017, New York University played host to a day-long funders briefing “The Roles of Arts & Culture in Addressing Islamophobia.” The meeting was organized
by ArtPlace America, the Doris Duke Foundation for Islamic Art, the Ford Foundation, the New York Community Trust, the New York Foundation, and the John Brademas
Center of New York University. The partner institutions built on an earlier conference at the Ford Foundation in 2016 on “Confronting Islamophobia in America Today”
that highlighted the social change and policy focused work of Muslim, Arab and South Asian (MASA) led by community-based leaders and their allies including local and
national funders. All drawings created during the 2017 symposium by Flash Rosenberg, Graphic Facilitator.

