The Roles of Arts & Culture in Addressing Islamophobia

THE ARTS CAN TELL THE STORY
Photo: courtesy of Silk Road Rising.

Poster of Silk Road Rising’s “Mosque Alert,” a new play by Jamil Khoury premiered in Chicago and continues to be presented across the US.

F RO M T H E F I ELD

Silk Road Rising: Mosque Alert
INSPIRED BY THE “GROUND ZERO MOSQUE” CONTROVERSY in New York City, Mosque Alert tells the

story of three fictional families living in Naperville, Illinois, whose lives are interrupted by a proposed Islamic Center on
the site of a beloved local landmark. Mosque Alert explores the intersections of zoning, civil rights, and Islamophobia,
with humor, family drama, and raw honesty.

“If it takes a village to write a play, then it’s taken a mid-sized city to write Mosque Alert. Five years of artistic input and
output, including over a year and a half of actually writing the play, fostered communities-in-dialogue that would have
never emerged otherwise. And despite being someone who loves to talk, I found myself doing a great deal of listening
and ended up learning more than I ever imagined. Invite co-creators, and they will come. Invite them from the very
beginning, and they will be heard.” Jamil Khoury, playwright
Check out Mosque Alert here:

Learn more about Silk Road Rising at the company’s website:

THEMES
Artists employ transformational strategies in their work. Theatre provides a platform to rehearse for the society we want to
become. Music and dance connect across language and cultures. Comedy allows us to laugh at what scares us and to navigate
safely in high-stakes environments. Literature, film and art provide the tools to imagine a different future.

HOW CAN WE HELP?
MAKE SPACE FOR ENGAGEMENT AND DISCOVERY

ALIGN WITH SOCIAL JUSTICE

Creating and experiencing the arts puts people into
situations and spaces to engage with each other.
Artistic practices
contribute to creating
culture, which builds
community and opens
space for ‘blue sky’
aspirational thinking.

The arts can reach audiences who are not actively
seeking social justice engagement. Artistic programming
and products bring stories to people who might not
otherwise hear them and arts events attract media
attention and create a platform to start dialog.

ENHANCE INDIVIDUAL IDENTITY

CREATE THE FUTURE

Artistic expressions can help to combat the monolithic
perception of Islam with the nuanced stories of Muslims.
The humanizing ability of the arts experience can
recognize our distinctions and commonalities for greater
resonance with each
other which can,
in turn, lead us to
overcome stereotypes.

We are experiencing a crisis of imagination about our
collective culture. Artists can reimagine it to lead people
to visions of a real and positive future.

OUTCOMES
ESTABLISHED A FORUM FOR COLLECTIVE LEARNING

• To advance greater understanding and engagement.
• To discover new thinking and approaches.
• To increase a cross-pollination of ideas through connections
between artists, activists, cultural practitioners and funders.
• To further collaboration and support for solutions.
PRODUCED SHARABLE RESOURCES

• Two short videos inspired by the 2017 symposium keynote
presentation by Professor Hussein Rashid.
• A summary report of the 2017 symposium by Michael DiNiscia,
Deputy Director for Research and Strategic Initiatives at
The John Brademas Center for New York University.
• A series of articles inspired by Michael DiNiscia’s report and
graphic facilitator Flash Rosenberg’s drawings.

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION
Where can the arts reach new audiences and
disrupt misperceptions, prejudice and fear?
How can we ensure that artists and creative
tools are available as resources for changes
for our communities?
Can we better use our arts spaces – making
them welcoming, safe, and available to our
communities?
What can we do to ensure that the arts are
seen as a more significant component of
social justice movements?

ABOUT THIS SERIES
On March 13, 2017, New York University played host to a day-long funders briefing “The Roles of Arts & Culture in Addressing Islamophobia.” The meeting was organized
by ArtPlace America, the Doris Duke Foundation for Islamic Art, the Ford Foundation, the New York Community Trust, the New York Foundation, and the John Brademas
Center of New York University. The partner institutions built on an earlier conference at the Ford Foundation in 2016 on “Confronting Islamophobia in America Today”
that highlighted the social change and policy focused work of Muslim, Arab and South Asian (MASA) led by community-based leaders and their allies including local and
national funders. All drawings created during the 2017 symposium by Flash Rosenberg, Graphic Facilitator.

