
Minutes of a Stated Meeting of the

Senate of New York University

December 6, 2007

A stated meeting of the Senate of New York University was held in Room 914 of the

Kimmel Center for University Life at 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 6, 2007.  The

meeting was convened with Dr. Sexton in the chair.

Present in addition to the President were members of the Faculty Senators Council

Anderson (for Hinojosa), Black, Cappell, David (for Bogart), Dickerman (for Thompson),

Frommer, Gans (for Ronell), Ginsberg (for Simonoff), Goodman, Hammack, Hutchins,

Kedem (for Mikhail), Landsberg, Lebowitz, Ling, Monaco (for Al-Askari), Moran, Raiken,

Ramsey, Reiss, Rosenberg, Schacht, Simon, Sternhell (for Hendin), Tannenbaum, Vernillo,

White, and Zwanziger; members of the Student Senators Council Alvarez, Cheatham,

Chheda, Choo, Cyr, Dwork, Hirawat, Hong, Hwang (for Alli), Kaufman, Eugenia Lee, Justin

Lee, Leinheiser, Levine, Modgil, Morgan, Patel, Peaden, and Tong; members of the Deans

Council Bertolami, Blount-Lyon, Brabeck, Cooley, Covert-Vail (for Mandel), England, Foley,

Kersh (for Schall), Lapiner, Scheeder (for Campbell), Sonntag (for Santirocco), Stimpson,

and Wofford; members of the Administrative Management Council Butler (for Moppett),

Cahill, DeSantis, Fauerbach, and Pender; and members of the University Administration

Provost McLaughlin; Executive Vice President Alfano; Senior Vice President Berne; and

Acting Secretary Chamberlin, constituting a quorum.
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Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the stated meeting of the Senate held on November 1, 2007, were

approved.

Report of the President

Dr. Sexton referred to a memorandum, which was available at each Senator's place and

is attached to these minutes as Exhibit A, that outlines some of the collective achievements

at the University since the Senate's last meeting.  Dr. Sexton reported that former President

Bill Clinton spoke at a luncheon given as part of the Global Colloquium of University

Presidents held the previous week at the University.  Dr. Sexton noted that three years ago,

former United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan had requested that the presidents of

five American universities, among them NYU, join together to host an annual conference

with twenty foreign universities to bring the academic world into the problems of the day.

This year's topic was sustainability and global climate change.  Dr. Sexton expressed his

view that universities are trusted institutions to sound the clarion call on such important and

timely issues.  The next United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is

scheduled to take place in Bali later this month.

Dr. Sexton reported that the 2007 NCAA Division III Men's and Women's Cross-Country

Championships had been decided and that NYU had taken home the men's team crown.

Dr. Sexton was pleased to point out that Division III ranks first in the nation, and ahead of

the Ivy League, in terms of student athletes' grades and standardized test scores upon

admission.  Dr. Sexton also noted that the United States Environmental Protection Agency



- 3 -

had ranked NYU as the "greenest" college in the country in its annual College and

University Green Power Challenge, which is a direct result of the University's having

purchased more wind credits than any other university in the United States. 

Dr. Sexton reported that he had led the NYU delegation to Abu Dhabi in mid-November to

announce the agreement to open NYU-Abu Dhabi, the undergraduate branch campus of

NYU in the United Arab Emirates.  Dr. Sexton noted the high esteem he has for the

representatives from Abu Dhabi who are involved in this historic collaboration and said  that

the Crown Prince's goal is to ensure that both New York University at Washington Square

and NYU-Abu Dhabi will rank as two of the world's ten great research universities by 2020.

Dr. Sexton reiterated his confidence that the University had found the right partner for its

global initiative in the Middle East.  Dr. Sexton noted that there had been a ceremonial

exchange of gifts, including the gift of a rug to the University, which is the model for a much

larger rug that will be installed in the largest mosque in the Gulf region.

Dr. Sexton noted that the arrangements for the integration of Polytechnic University into

NYU were proceeding smoothly, and he expressed his gratitude to Provost David

McLaughlin and Special Advisor to the President and Provost on Engineering Dianne

Rekow for their efforts in facilitating the initiative.  Dr. Sexton commented that he was

increasingly optimistic about the University's proposed partnership with the American

University of Paris.
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Dr. Sexton discussed an article that had appeared in that day's Washington Square News

("WSN") regarding partnerships between private and public institutions of higher education.

Dr. Sexton explained that he serves on the New York State Higher Education Commission,

comprising top officials from private and public universities in New York, which was formed

in May by Governor Spitzer to identify ways of improving higher education in New York.

Dr. Sexton said that he sees an overall devaluation of research and higher education

across the United States resulting in a flattening of resources for higher education.  In

addition, Dr. Sexton noted that New York State is projecting a $4 - 5 billion deficit in next

year's budget that could have a negative impact on funding for Bundy Aid, the Tuition

Assistance Program ("TAP"), and the Higher Education Opportunity Program ("HEOP").

Dr. Sexton noted that the WSN article attributed to him the point of view that funding for

higher education should be spread less thinly and that the greater proportion of available

money should go to private universities.  Dr. Sexton expressed concern that remarks he

made might have been misunderstood.  He explained that he believes that private

universities' excellence entitles them to a greater share of state resources and that state

universities would reap greater benefits if they were to leverage their excellence with that

of private universities.

Dr. Sexton reminded the Senate that an ad hoc committee had been formed in response

to the mandate given to him by the Executive Committee of the University's Board of

Trustees to engage in a series of conversations with the University community on the future

of NYU.  He said that the committee had been meeting regularly and had produced a

document which had been reviewed by the Senate Academic Priorities Committee.
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Dr. Sexton plans to circulate the document widely early next year prior to submission of the

final report to the University's trustees sometime in March.

Dean for Science in the Faculty of Arts and Science Daniel Stein introduced the Carroll and

Milton Petrie Professor and Chairperson of the Department of Biology Gloria Coruzzi, who

gave a presentation on NYU's Center for Genomics and Systems Biology to be located at

12-16 Waverly Place.  The field of genomics has emerged as one of the most important

areas in the biological sciences, and the planned 62,000 square foot building will allow the

Genomics Center to expand its partnerships with the American Museum of Natural History,

the New York Botanical Gardens, and the Cold Springs Harbor Laboratory.  In time, the

Center will serve as a genomics center not only at the University, but also in New York City

and the world.  The Center will include seven stories of laboratory and meeting space and

will be crowned by a 1,200 square foot greenhouse.  Professor Coruzzi was joined by

Associate Professor of Biology Fabio Piano and the Dorothy Schiff Professor of Genomics

Michael Puruggan.  Senior Vice President for Development and Alumni Relations Debra

LaMorte concluded the presentation with the announcement that a "mini-campaign" to raise

$40 - 50 million had been launched that included various naming opportunities for the

facility.  See Exhibit B for the entire slide presentation.

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the report of the President was approved.
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Report of the Academic Affairs Committee

In Professor Hendin's absence, Professor Cappell reported that the Committee had sent

a list of nominees for honorary degrees for consideration at this year's Commencement to

the Academic Affairs Committee of the Board of Trustees.  The list includes persons who

have contributed to the creativity of Greenwich Village and the enrichment of the University

community and its intellectual strength.  The Committee is also in the process of planning

its agenda for the spring term and is finalizing adjustments to the academic calendar.

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the report of the Academic Affairs Committee was

approved.

Report of the Committee on Organization and Governance

In Ms. Moppett's absence, Professor Black reported that the Committee had met twice

since the last Senate meeting.  Vice President for Public Affairs John Beckman and Web

Director Joel Leimer are scheduled to attend the next Committee meeting to address

questions about the University's website and the creation of a University Senate website.

Creation of such a website would increase communication across the University and

support the University's green initiatives.

The Committee continues to examine the function and structure of the Senate and to

review the Senate Rules of Procedure and the University's Bylaws.  The Committee is

currently discussing the composition of the Senate relative to the administrative relocation

of certain programs such as the College of Nursing and the General Studies Program and
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the development of affiliated campuses in New York and abroad, as well as the

establishment of an "Office of the University Senate."

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the report of the Committee on Organization and

Governance was approved.

Report of the Public Affairs Committee

Professor Tannenbaum reported that the University was faced with the challenge of finding

a new venue for the University's 2008 Commencement Exercises, in light of the fact that

the last legal challenge to the renovation of Washington Square Park had been dismissed.

The Parks Department is expected to begin the renovation as soon as possible.  Professor

Tannenbaum reminded the Senate that the Committee had recommended that a final

decision on where to hold Commencement would be approved by the Senate Executive

Committee and that this year's Commencement likely would take place in a major league

sports stadium.  Senior Vice President for Public Affairs Lynne Brown stressed the

importance the administration is placing on gathering student input, especially from

graduating seniors, for ideas on how to make this year's Commencement Exercises as

memorable as possible given the fact that they will not be held in Washington Square Park.

Professor Tannenbaum noted that the traditional Grad Alley festivities would continue to

take place the evening prior to Commencement.

Dr. Brown noted that the University had begun to meet with representatives of the Parks

Department about the renovation and construction phases of Washington Square Park and
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the impact it will have on University buildings surrounding the perimeter of the University.

Information will be put on the University's website as soon as it is available.

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the report of the Public Affairs Committee was

approved.

Council Reports

Administrative Management Council.  Mr. Pender reported that the Council held a

meeting on December 4 at which Dean Blount-Lyon presented an update on

recommendations of the University Benefits Assessment Task Force.  A draft of the

Council's letter of recommendation to the Financial Affairs Committee has been distributed,

and the Personnel and Benefits Committee plans to have a final draft for submission by the

end of January.  In support of the University's Green Action Plan, the Community Service

Committee sponsored a second screening of the Academy Award winning documentary

"An Inconvenient Truth" on November 14, which was followed by a question and answer

session with Director of Energy and Sustainability Cecil Scheib and the Director of NYU's

Environmental Studies Program and Associate Professor of Biology Tyler Volk.  The annual

Holiday Toy Drive is underway, and over 1,500 children of the Lower East Side are

expected to attend the Ninth Precinct Community Council's Holiday Party on December 15.
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Deans Council.  Dean Brabeck reported that the Council is working to coordinate global

initiatives in the individual Schools with the global network university and the University's

plans concerning the Abu Dhabi initiative.

Student Senators Council.  Mr. Lee reported that the Council was working on budget

recommendations for submission to the Financial Affairs Committee and noted that the

Council had approved a resolution requesting greater budget disclosure from the

administration to the Financial Affairs Committee.  The Council discussed the importance

of getting feedback and receiving updates about resolutions from the appropriate Senate

committees such as the Financial Affairs Committee, regarding the Council's resolution

recommending that the University take steps to divest from target companies who directly

or indirectly support the commission of genocide in Darfur, and from the Public Affairs

Committee, regarding the University's ban on the sale of Coca-Cola products.

Faculty Senators Council.  Professor Cappell reported that the Council continues to work

on issues related to the Polytechnic initiative, including transitional arrangements

concerning Polytechnic faculty in the areas of governance and representation.  Discussions

are underway to hold a joint reception for faculty from Polytechnic and NYU.  The Council

is also working on issues related to the University's global sites.  The Council met with the

Student Senators Council, and the Housing Committee held a meeting with Dr. Alfano.  As

similarly reported earlier by Mr. Pender, the Council also met with Dean Blount-Lyon

concerning the recommendations of the University Benefits Assessment Task Force.  The
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Council continues to work on updating the Faculty Handbook.  Professor Cappell noted that

the Council also had passed a resolution calling for greater disclosure from the

administration regarding budget issues.  The Council is scheduled to meet with Dr. Sexton

at its next meeting, scheduled to take place on December 13.

*     *     *

Dr. Sexton referred to the resolutions that had been passed by the Faculty Senators

Council and the Student Senators Council regarding increased budget information from the

administration to the Financial Affairs Committee.  He said that he was in favor of creating

the proper level of detail in the tools that are given to the Financial Affairs Committee and

the constituent Councils in order that their input can be informed and meaningful.

Dr. Sexton noted that Dr. Alfano is committed to ensuring that the constituent Councils

receive the appropriate budget information they need to advise the Committee concerning

its recommendations.

University Dialogue

President's Question Time

Student Senators Council.  Mr. Lee read the following question:

Although the NYU-Abu Dhabi endeavor is completely funded, it will reflect on
NYU's global presence and reputation.  How do you plan to involve the
Senate in the development of programs and specifically, would you be willing
to discuss the budget for the important project to which our name will be
attached?  What will NYU-AD mean for students at the Washington Square
campus at NYU?  What new opportunities will there be as a result?  How will
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it affect the broad scope of the Study Abroad program for NYU students as
a whole?

Dr. Sexton said that NYU-Abu Dhabi would have only a positive impact on the budget at

NYU in Washington Square.  He noted that every expense incurred in the service of

NYU-Abu Dhabi is to be funded by the government of Abu Dhabi through its Executive

Affairs Authority.  In addition, Dr. Sexton anticipates that the Crown Prince eventually will

decide to have the government of Abu Dhabi build a connection among each of the

University's libraries at all of its global sites.  Dr. Sexton said that plans were underway to

establish an NYU-Abu Dhabi Institute at the Washington Square campus sometime in 2008

that would focus on issues relating to the Middle East.  He anticipates that this will give the

University an opportunity to build relationships with colleagues in educational institutions

in the Middle East through visits by trustees, faculty, and students and help to create an

academic presence there.  Dr. Sexton said that all of these trips would be fully funded by

the government of Abu Dhabi.  Dr. Sexton noted that beginning in the fall of 2008 he would

be traveling to Abu Dhabi every other week to teach his "United States Supreme Court and

the Religion" course, while also teaching the course at Washington Square.  The Crown

Prince has said that the government of Abu Dhabi would be willing to fund an

undergraduate student population of 2,000 and a graduate student population of 800 of the

highest academic quality and that he looked forward to having students from the United

States choose to study at NYU-Abu Dhabi for their entire college educations.  The Crown

Prince has also expressed a willingness to have the government fund an expansion of the

faculty body at Washington Square to contribute rotating faculty members to teach at

NYU-Abu Dhabi.
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Dr. Sexton noted that the LL.M. program that is offered by the School of Law in Singapore

had attracted 13 students (out of 40) from the United States in large part because the

Sinagpore government is able to offer a better financial aid package than that offered at

Washington Square, which relies heavily upon tuition.  Dr. Sexton predicts that a similar

situation could occur in Abu Dhabi.  Dr. Sexton said that the academic development of NYU

in Abu Dhabi would be driven by the University's departments and schools.  The

administration is in the process of conceptualizing the details of that process, and various

requests from faculty wishing to be involved in this process will be coordinated.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:55 p.m.

Leona S. Chamberlin
Secretary
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