West Village

Meet at Hayden Hall
33 Washington Square West (@ Washington Place

1. 33 Washington Sq. West — Hayden Hall. ThisFYRE hdl was origindly builtin
1957as aLaw student residence hdl. An old hotel from theearly 20" Century,
Holley Chambers Hotel, isincorporated into the building and it is rumored that
Theodore Roosvelt was once aguest there. There are other remnants of the hotel
left with the building like an GHCOstill engraved over the doorand aletter chute
tha® no longe working. Hayden also has oneof NY UG many purple flags
attached to it. As you continuewalking, youd notice tha most NY U buildings
also display the purmpleflag.

Turn left (west) down Washington PI. to 6™ Ave.

2. Between Washington Sq. and 6™ Ave: 82 Washington Place was the residence of
Willa Cather from 1908D1912and Richard Wright in 1945

371 6™ Ave. — St. Joseph’s Church was the sixth parish to be established in New
Y ork amongthose still in existence. Two fires, onein 1855and 1885, caused
widespread damageto theinterior. The stained glass windows in the south wall
remain asalegacy from 1879 In 1972 theinterior undewent arestorationin
order to giveit asmpler look. It undewent anothe restorationin 1991 The
Church offers servicesto NY U students.

Indian cuisine Baluchi’s (361 6™ Ave) is 50%off at lunch timeif you eat-in.
Follow Washington Pl. down to Sheridan Sq.

3. Sheridan Square. Thepark is named after Philip Sheridan who was a Civil War
gened for thenorth. In 1863 during thedraft riots, rioters attacked a number of
freed davesin the squae. Residents of nearby buildingshdped the davesto
survive. Volunteers planted the Sheridan Square Viewing Gardens in 1982to
replace thebare traffic isand.

Christopher Park is across the street. It is often mistaken for Sheridan Squae
because thisis where the statue of Philip Henry Sheridan actudly stands

On the corner of Washington Pl. and Barrow St. is 1 Sheridan Square — Axis
Company. In the past, this site was the home of CafZ Sodiety opened in 1938,a
revolutionay clubtha was popubr anongthenaghbohood.The opening night
act was Billie Holiday, athen unknown singe. In the 1960s it became the gay
night club Haven which wasillegdly raided and destroyed. It is now athestre
gpace for origind works with different plays being peformed throughoutthe year.



Every Tuesday, the Axis Company has free movies at 8pmranging from classic
films to more recent ones.

Turn right (east) onto Grove St. to the intersection of Grove St. and Christopher St.

4. 53 Christopher Street — Stonewall Inn. June196, over two nights, paronsof
thegay ba foughtthe police after they conduded araid. They trapped police
ingde and threw whaever they could at them. It became a worldwide symbol of
themoden gay rights movement. The Stonewall bar that is there currently is not
theorigind.

165 Waverly Pl. — The Northern Dispensary was built in 1831to serve the
medical needsof thepoa. Its mog famouspaient was Edga Allen Poe, treated
for ahead cold in 1837.After 1960,it became adental clinic. In 1986 after he
was refused care because hehad AIDS, George Whitmore sued theclinic and it
became bankrupt. It become empty until 1997when it became aHogel for the
Disabled.

Turn left (west) onto Christopher St. Walk Christopher St. until Bleecker St.

5. Christopher Street was originaly named Skinneg Road after Col. William
Skinng whose father-in-law owned mog of the West Village at thetime. Charles
Christophe Amosthen acquired theland and gave his names to three successive
streets. Amos St. was | ater renamed 10" St.

84 Christopher St. between Bleeker and 4™ St. is aformer residence of actress
Sally Kirkland. Robet DeNiro and Rip Torn used to rehearse scenes here.

337 Bleecker istheformer residence of Lorraine Hansberry, the African-
American paywrightwhowrote A Raisin in the Sun. Shewas thefirst black
playwrightto win the New Y ork Drama Critics circle Award for Best Play of the
Y ear.

327 Bleecker St., whichisnolonge around contained the offices of the
committee that designed Manhatan@grid plan in 18071809.

Turn left (south) onto Bleecker and continue until Grove St.

6. On Grove St. between Bleecker St. and 7" Ave: 59 Grove St. iswhere Thomes
Painedied in 1809 Thedowndairs space is Marie’s Crisis Café named after
Paine@ Orhe CrisisOpamphlet. The originad building Painelived in bumed down.

On Grove St. between Bleecker St. and Bedford St.: 45 Grove St. iswhere John
Wilkes Booth suppogdly plotted the Lincoln assassinaion with his co-
congirators. The bulding also served as a hogital during the Spanish-American
War. Inthemovie Reds, it was used as Eugene OMeill 3 hous.



42 Grove St. isthePink Teacup, southern cusneenjoyed by celebrities like
Oprah Winfrey, Denzel Washington, Michagl Jordan, and Pee-Wee Herman. And
everythinginddeisreally pink.

311 Bleecker St. — Strawberry Fields Supermarket is a health foods
supamarket, carrying specialty items.

Continue down Bleecker to 7™ Ave. South.

7. Inthe1910sit was decided to extend the Seventh Avenuesubway linebdow 14"
St. to Houdon St. Since the subway extended, it was decided tha Seventh Ave.
should extend as well. This created what isnow 7™ Ave. South. All thebuildings
in theway were knodked down. This extengoniswhat created all thetriangular
blocks surrounding 7" Ave. South.

Bleecker St. Pizza (69 7™ Ave.) has thin crug, Tuscan-style pizzafor affordable
prices. Further down on Bleecker is John’s of Bleecker St. (278 Bleecker St.)
said to be some of thebest pizzain New Y ork. But they don®©sell by thedlice!

Turn right (south) onto 7™ Ave. South until Barrow St. Turn right (west) onto
Barrow St. until Bedford St.

8. On Barrow St. between 7" Ave. and Bedford St.: 52 Barrow St. was used asthe
entrance to Jackson Pollock@ studio in the movie Pollock.

On Bedford between Barrow St. and Grove St.: 86 Bedford Street — Chumley’s.
Thisunmarked restaurant was once a speakeasy during the Prohibition. Visitors
had to identify themselves throughatiny windowbefore being able to enter. Past
paronsinduded Eugene OMNeill, Anas Nin, and Orson Wells. The entranceway
has four stepsup and four stepsdown designed to ow police officers during a
raid. It alegedly has an undegroundtunnd that leadsto 58 Barrow St, Pamela
Court.

90 Bedford St. has been used as an exterior to an apartment on Friends.

On Bedford between Barrow St. and Commerce St.: 77 Bedford St. isthe oldest
hous in theVillage having been builtin 1799

Continue on Barrow St. until Commerce St.

9. 50 Commerce St. — The Blue Mill Tavern was a hangoutfor Juliusand Ethd
Rosenberg, accused of spying for the Soviet Union and playwright Eugene
OWVeill. It has been featured in The Brothers McMullen, Woody Allen@ Anything
Else and thefind episodeof Sex and the City.

Turn left (south) onto Commerce St. and follow it around the bend until Bedford St.



10.38 Commerce St. — The Cherry Lane Theatre was condructed in 1924.The
buildingitself was built in 1817as pat of afarm. It was trandormed into a
brewery and a box factory until 1924when it was trandormed into the current
theatre. It isatheatre tha peforms new material and has new play development
programs geared towardsfogering thistalent. Beckett® Waiting for Godot had
its American premiere here. Tickets are available for these performances at
affordable prices. Thebendin the street follows the bend of Dutch Governor
Wouter Van Twiller@ farm in the 1630s If you call or e-mail thetheatre aweek
to amonth in advance, you can bea volunteer ushe and see a show for free. For
more information visit www.cherrylanetheatre.com.

75! Bedford — The Narrowest House in the Village was onae an alley for
carriages to enter throughfor thebigge house next door. I1tis9! feet wideby 35
feet tall. EdnaSt. Vincent Millay, a prominent pod, once lived here for ayear.
Cary Grant also lived here at onepoint with two other people.

Numbers 1 — 7 Commerce St. are now bdow Seventh Ave. South, built over
during theextenson.

Turn left (north) onto Bedford St. Continue on Bedford St. until Christopher St.

11.121 Christopher St. — The Lucille Lortel Theatre opened in 1954and is oneof
the oldest Off-Broadway playhouss. It was known as the Theatre De Lys until
1981 when it was renamed to the Ludlle Lortel. Kurt Weil@ Three Penny Opera
had its New Y ork premiere here. Volunteer ushering can also bedonehere. Just
call afew days or weeks in advance with two available daes. For more
information, visit www.lortel.org.
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