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1 ean cmd Green?

By Giselle Graham —INY U- Purchasing Services

As recession fears loom,
how is this going to affect
the “Green” movement in
the furniture and finishes
industry? Interestingly
enough, recycling and reus-
ing products is just the kind
of trend that can fit our fru-
gal times.

We are all aware of the fact
that by recycling trash and
reducing waste, we are
making a giant step to re-
ducing the environmental
impact to the earth and it
does not take much effort to
accomplish. It is a reces-
sion-friendly practice we
perform as part of our eve-
ryday life. One of the big-
gest obstacles is working
against the existing myths,
namely that being green is
an expensive process. We
must first remember the
mantra “Reduce, Reuse,
Recycle”. Waste reduction
can sometimes equal finan-
cial savings. By reducing
waste, whether it is through
recycling, surplus resale,

Meld USA— Chuck/ Recycled Cardboard

composting or energy effi-
ciency we could reduce the
cost to dispose as well as
generate extra cash.

This could also be the per-
fect time for furniture manu-
facturers to rise to the occa-
sion and offer pared-down,
affordable, intelligent de-
signs for a broader audi-
ence. ltis time for them to
be innovative and find that
sweet spot between afforda-
bility and durability.

Here at the university, we
may have mastered the art
of recycling but reusing and
reducing our consumption is
a little more challenging. For
one thing, when it comes to
furniture, we had the issue
of where to store these
items on campus. As one of
our cost-reduction efforts
last year, NYU no longer
warehouses surplus furni-
ture items. Besides saving
on New York City real es-
tate rents, NYU'’s Asset
Management has also man-

aged to save approximately
$80,000 in moving fees by
removing the cost to redis-
tribute furniture within the
university and/or relocating
to not-for-profit organiza-
tions. Asset Management
still offers the service to
relocate surplus furniture
within the campus at ex-
tremely modest fees, but
the cost to transport furni-
ture must now be factored
into your department’s op-
erating budget. For more
information about this ser-
vice and to check out
NYU’s online surplus items
you can reference
www.nyu.edu/asset.

Another great cost-saving
measure is to purchase pre-
viously-owned furniture
items. Purchasing Services
is about to embark on an
exciting new I-Buy relation-
ship with a reputable furni-
ture liquidation company.
So, purchasing refurbished
furnishings will soon be just
a click away. Stay tuned.....

Stray Dog Stool -Recycled Cement Bags  Molo Design— Recycled Kraft Paper
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Counting Carb*on?

By Giselle Graham —INYU- Purchasing Services

Each one of us combined
with the products and ser-
vices we use on a day to
day has a carbon footprint.
This is a measurement tool
that identifies the relative
impact of our actions as
individuals, businesses,
communities and as a
country on a whole through
our daily routines and lives.
Itis measured in carbon
emissions, usually in
pounds, tons or kilograms.

A carbon footprint is the
total amount of carbon diox-
ide (CO2) and other green-
house gases emitted over
the full life cycle of the
product or services.

The goal is to not only slow
the growth in carbon emis-
sions but to also shrink the
emissions by a whopping
90 percent if we would like
to achieve a future climate
that resembles our own to-
day.

What's your building made
of? Think of all the materi-
als that go into a building —
the concrete foundations,
wood studs, carpet, steel
hardware, doors, etc. Each
material represents a proc-
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ess of resource extrication,
manufacturing, transporta-
tion, and installation. These
processes are responsible
for energy use and are
sources of pollution. We
can go a long way by mak-
ing buildings more energy
efficient.

Onsite Energy-Energy
emissions generated just
from building operations
alone is just one of the
sources to take into ac-
count. Itis considered a
major contributor to a build-
ing’s carbon footprint,
mainly because it arrives in
the forms of electricity,
natural gas, fuel oil or pro-
pane. Unfortunately, burn-
ing coal (the most carbon-
intensive fuel) accounts for
almost half of the electricity
generated in the U.S. You
can reference the EPA’s
eGRID database for emis-
sion rates of carbon in the
u.s.
www.epa.gov/cleanenerqy/
energy-and-you/index.html

Transportation— There are
also emissions from trans-
portation to and from a

Hydro 6.50%

U.S. National Average Fuel Mix for generating Electricity

Source: EPA’s eGrid Database

building. The goal is to lo-
cate buildings in transit
friendly areas and to be
more mindful of providing
pedestrian walkways and
cyclist lanes. According to
the EPA, gasoline contrib-
utes about 19.3 pounds of
CO2 per gallon.

Water— the energy to treat
and transport potable water
to a building is also sub-
stantial. The carbon emis-
sions can be as high as 800 Follow in my footsteps to a better future
tons depending on how
much water the building
consumes. Specifying water
conserving plumbing fix-
tures and eliminating the
use of potable water for
toilet flushing and other un-
necessary functions can
play a big part in reducing
CO2 emissions.

“If you don’t like

something change it.
If you can’t change it,
Materials— There are bene-
fits associated with increas-
ing the recycled contents of
building materials to help
reduce greenhouse gases.
CO2 can be released from
materials such as limestone
in the making of cement,
brick, virgin steel and tim-
ber.

change your
attitude.”
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Candy can be good for you.

By Giselle Graham —NYU- Purchasing Services

At least you're guaranteed
no cavities with these
candy colored options for
indoor and outdoor seating.
The university is seeing a
surge of designs that in-
clude some form of outdoor
terrace or lounge space.
I've managed to compile a
few options that are both
pleasing to the eyes as
well as sustainable to the
earth.

ICF’s Plank Myto cantile-
vered stacking chair is a
symbol of innovation at its
best. The chair is made up
of a miracle material called
Ultradur High Speed
through BASF. This is a
plastic that is resistant to
high temperatures, ultravio-
let rays, and most chemi-
cals in addition to being
strong, flexible, lightweight,
and fully recyclable. It
comes in light gray, gray,
azure, black, traffic red,
pure orange, aubergine
and yellow green.

shell on a chromed or pow-
der-coated base. Due to it's
sculptural shape, every vis-
ual angle is a good angle.
The chair is available in
eight colors paper white,
flame red, coal, persimmon,
buttercup, aloe, sky and
mist. Itis 100% recyclable.
www.davisfurniture.com

Janus et Cie’s Forest chair
has organic cut-out forms in
powder-coated, die-cast
aluminum. Sunlight filtering
through makes for amazing
shadows with this chair.
Fittingly, the chair is just as
happy outdoors as in.
www.janusetcie.com

Zulu Mama stacking café
chair for Swala Line is truly
one of the most environ-
mentally conscious chairs
on the market. It is a take
on the traditional African
basket crafts but using in-
dustrial materials instead.
The seats, constructed of
ultraviolet-resistant ex-

scarce. The stainless-steel
frame is also fully recycla-
ble. www.swalaline.com

The Miralook chair by
Amat is made for playing
inside or out. Its recyclable-
polypropylene body can be
mounted on a tubular alumi-
num frame for indoor and
outdoor use, or on a steel
frame for indoor use only.
Available in 12 delicious
colors, including chocolate,
pistachio, and mango.
www.amat-3.com

Swala Line— Zuln Mama Stacking truded plastic made from

www.icfsource.com
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Davis— Loop Chair

Amat— Mira look chair

ICF- Plank Myto Chair



