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The feral dog's first release site is the former
dry cleaning business located behind
Hammond Hall (the Yale Sculpture facility).
Preliminary evaluations revealed this to be
an excellant release site due to the relatively
smooth, hard-packed dirt terrain, and the
lack of any major obsticles. However since
then we have experienced several snowfalls,
most of which has melted leaving the site
covered in a sheet of ice. The ice could be a
major traction problem for the dogs, since
they are not very heavy, and originally had
smooth foam tires. | increased the traction
by outfitting my dog with studded tires. This
is a very simple mechanical adaptation that
is cheap, quick, and easy to implement. The
studs are ordinary screws that have been
screwed into the tire, and fixed in place with
an adhesive. | used studded tires only in the
rear, for two reasons. The first being that the
rear wheels are directly attached to the
motor and will be providing the power to
propel the dog, and thus require increased
traction on the ice. The second reason was
that preliminary tests with studded tires on
all four wheels, showed that the studs
interferred with the steering capabilities. The
dogs performed much better when the front
tires were able to slide a little. However if
need be, the front tires can be easily
outfitted with studs as well. A scientifically
lesser, yet far cooler reason for the studded
tires is the bad-ass Mad Max look they give
the dogs, a sure-fire hit the crowds!

The stock Goddard model dog adapted by
several members of the class, came with a
built in suspension system. Once all the
modifications were made, this system was
not strong enough to support the added
weight. Since the dogs were intended to be
used on rugged terrain, a suspension
system was desirable to aid the dog's
mobility. | used the existing system, but
strengthed it by adding a leaf spring. Like the
studded tires this a very cheap, simple, and
easy adaptation. This adaptation uses the
inherant strength of a strip of aluminum to
provide resistance to the vertical movement
of the front tires.



