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Psychological study of patient values is a weak link in medical decision making. While increasing emphasis is placed on
patients’ rights to make medical decisions, little is known about patients’ cognitions in valuing medical options. This study was
designed to beta test a new, ©onparametric and muliivariate model of patients’ valuing processes, using the decision to elect or
forgo preventive bilateral mastectomy. Each participant in the US sample (N = 27) weighted the importance she placed on her
own values regarding her medical options as well as the weights she placed on the values of significant others, including her
physician, husband. female friends and relatives. Agglomerative cluster analysis performed on profiles of these weights vielded a
definitive two cluster solution in which husband and physician comprised Cluster I while Cluster 1T was comprised of patient
and female friends/relatives. Euclidian distances evidenced extreme dissonance in value importance between patient versus
husband and physician. Multidimensional scaling of relative desirability of each medical option from each of the five person
perspectives emphasized the centrality of disfiguring procedures. The model provides a vehicle for better assisting patienis o
understand and more accurately reflect their values. It is presently in cross-cultural testing in the UK and Greece.
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