




















modern manuscripts, and papers relating 
to the community's reading habits.  
 

Librarians Jessica Gardner and Christine 
Faunch are looking very much forward to 
our visit. In addition, one may wish to 
visit the Bill Douglas Centre for the His-
tory of Cinema and Popular Culture also 
housed in the Old Library; this collection 
includes books, periodicals, archives of 
production papers, notes and unpublished 
screenplays, correspondence, stills, post-
cards, programs and tickets, memorabilia, 
optical instruments and accessories in-
cluding magic lanterns, zoetropes and 
praxinoscopes. Incunabula 
may be examined in the 
Dodderidge Library col-
lections.  

walls and expanded the wool trade.  
About 70% of the old city walls remain 
and may be viewed either on a self-guided 
trail or a Red Coat Guided Tour through 
Exeter Visitor Information & Tickets 
(www.exeter.gov.uk/visiting). 
 

Underground Passages 
 

Exeter’s networks of underground pas-
sages are an unusual attraction, and an 
optional conference tour is planned; the 
passages were built to carry water from 
the springs of St Sidwella, just outside the 
city wall down to the town and Cathedral. 

In the four-
teenth cen-
tury, lead 
pipes carried 
water to the 
city, though 
some parts of 
the passages 
have been 
dated as early 
as the twelfth 
century.  
Sidwella (6-
7th century?) 
is said to be 
the beautiful 
daughter of a 
wealthy Ro-
manized 
Briton who 
lived in Exe-

ter; after her 
father’s death, 

City Walls 
 

Exeter was fortified by the 
Romans around 50-55 AD 
who called it “Isca Dum-
noniorum” (the most west-
erly of the Roman outposts 
in the British Isles). Situ-
ated on the River Exe, the 
city was refounded by Al-
fred the Great at the end of 
the ninth century and be-
came one of the largest 
Anglo-Saxon trading 
towns, importing and ex-
porting goods (mainly 
wool). The Normans later 
strengthened the Roman View of remains of city walls  

with Exeter cathedral in the background 

edsfl@chass.utoronto.ca, or Fons Lumi-
nis, Centre for Medieval Studies, 39 
Queen's Park Crescent East, Toronto, ON 
M5S 2C3.  

ela.robinson@sas.ac.uk Website: 
www.palaeographia.org/cipl/london/
londonPapers.htm  
 

Sept 12-13  British Printed 
Images to 1700, Victoria & Albert Mu-
seum with Birkbeck College, University 
of London, presents a conference at the V 
& A; featured speakers are Antony Grif-
fith, Margaret Aston, John King and Mal-
colm Jones. For more information, con-
tact Joanna Banham at 
j.banham@vam.ac.uk 
 

Sept 25-Jan 31  Breaking News: 
Renaissance Journalism and the Birth of 
the Newspaper, an exhibition at the Fol-
ger Shakespeare Library, 201 East Capitol 
St SE, one block from the US Capitol, 
Washington, DC 20003 
www.folger.edu  
 

Oct 17-18  35th Annual Saint 
Louis Conference on Manuscript Studies. 
Saint Louis University, St. Louis, MO, 
sponsored by the Vatican Film Library 
and Manuscripta. Plenary speaker is Vir-
ginia Brown. See website at 
www.slu.edu/libraries/vfl  
 

Nov 28-30   LIBER Confer-
ence, Berlin, hosts European MS librari-
ans at the Staatsbibliothek Berlin. For fur-
ther information, consult the website at: 
 Staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/liber/
index.html 
 

Conferences, Colloquia, Talks, 
Exhibitions of Interest to EBS 
Members 
 

Aug 12-Oct 26  Faces of Power 
and Piety: Medieval Portraiture, exhibi-
tion of portraits in illuminated MSS. J. 
Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles. Web-
site: http://www.getty.edu/visit/
exhibitions/future.html 
 

Sept 1-4   Lyon Book History 
Workshop with courses offered on Gothic 
Illuminated MSS (Sandra Hindman) and 
Introduction to the study of incunabula 
(Kristian Jensen), in conjunction with the 
Rare Book School, University of Virginia. 
For further information, contact Institut 
d’histoire du livre c/o Musee de l’im-
primerie, 13, Rue de la Poulaillerie 
690002 Lyon, France. E-mail: alcol-
lomb@bm-lvon.fr  Website: ihl.enssib.fr 
 

Sept 2–5   "Teaching Writing, 
Learning to Write," 16th Colloquium of 
the Comité International de Paléographie 
Latine CIPL), held at Senate House, Uni-
versity of London. Contact: Pamela Rob-
inson, Institute of English Studies, Univ. 
of London, Senate House, Malet St., Lon-
don WC1E 7HU UK. E-mail: Pam-



Dec 6    "The Shape of 
Time in the Middle Ages and Renais-
sance," the Barnard Medieval and Renais-
sance Conference, Barnard College, 
NYC. Contact Laurie Postlewate (212-
854-2053; lpostlew@barnard.edu ). 
 

Jan 21   Choirs of Angels: Illu-
minated Music Manuscripts, Barbara 
Drake Boehm, Curator of Medieval Art, 
and Thomas Forrest Kelly, discuss the 
Met’s collection of Italian musical manu-
scripts featured in the exhibition, “Choirs 
of Angels: Painting in Italian Choir 
Books, 1300-1500,” at 11 am ($23). The 
exhibit runs from Nov 25 to April 12, 
2009. Contact The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art at www.metmuseum.org/tickets. 
 

Apr 16-18   After Arundel: 
Religious Writing in Fifteenth-Century 
England, University of Oxford. Contact 
Vincent Gillespie, Lady Margaret Hall, 
Oxford OX2 6QA. E-mail: vincentgilles-
pie@ell.ox.ac.uk 
 

June 29-30   ‘Divers MSS both 
Antient & Curious’: Illuminated Treas-
ures from the Harley Collection, confer-
ence at the British Library. Contact Cath-
erine Yvard at Catherine.Yvard@bl.uk 

 range of texts or to one text (though there 
may also be papers on literal consump-
tion, bibliophagia, or consumption by 
time, worms, fire, censors).  
 

Lectures or proposed sessions that con-
sider the transition from script to print, 
bibliographic issues, or the movement 
between French and English texts (or vice 
versa) and audiences are particularly en-
couraged, though papers on any aspect of 
the history of manuscripts and printed 
books from 1350-1550, including the 
copying and circulation of models and 
exemplars, style, illustration, and/or the 
influence of readers and patrons, artists, 
scribes, printers, are encouraged. Propos-
als for 10-minute papers describing recent 
discoveries, bibliographic notes or MS 
and rare book collections for the round-
table discussion are needed. Speakers 
may give a short paper in this session as 
well as a longer one. The conference is 
open to all EBS members.  
 

Please indicate whether you will need a 
slide projector, OHP, or computer equip-
ment in your proposal. 
 

American and Canadian abstracts (1-2 pp) 
should be sent for consideration no later 
than November 15, 2008, to Martha 
Driver (EBS, English Department, 41 
Park Row, Rm 1525, New York, New 
York 10038-1598) or FAXed  to 212-346-
1754 (office). Members in Great Britain 
and abroad may submit abstracts by the 
same date to Emma Cayley at 

e.j.cayley@ex.ac.uk, or Dept of French, 
Centre for Medieval Studies, University 
of Exeter, The Queen’s Drive, Exeter 
EX4 4QH UK. 

 
 
 
 
Exeter University 
 

Exeter University was built on the Streat-
ham Estate, which was purchased in 
1922, and included Streatham Hall, now 
named Reed Hall after Alderman Reed 
who provided the purchase money. The 
Streatham campus covers approximately 
300 acres and is hilly, so comfortable 
walking shoes, along with a sweater and 
umbrella, are recommended (it was also 
windy this summer so you might pack a 
kite!). The city and campus are lush, 
green and leafy and very close to the sea. 
Rooms have been booked for conferees in 
Holland Hall, the newest catered hall of 
residence, which includes a double bed 
and en suite facilities in each room and 
spectacular views of the Devon hills and 
the Exe valley. There are tennis courts 
nearby. All meals will be taken at Holland 
Hall unless otherwise scheduled. Lectures 
are booked for Reed Hall which is a quick 
walk from Holland Hall. The Old Library 
on Prince of Wales Road houses the Syon 
Abbey collections, including the nuns' 
library, the John Fletcher Syon history 
papers, Syon Abbey's medieval and early 



Constabulary Notes from All Over 
 

Fallon a Felon in Scottish Theft 
 

The BBC reported in April that Oliver Fallon, 40, posing as a graduate student, 
pleaded guilty to ripping out pages from books and 
stealing 288 documents from the Scottish Catholic 
Archives in Edinburgh. Worth £26,4000, these were 
among the primary sources held by this archive that 
attest to the origins of the Roman Catholic church in 
Scotland dating back to 1177 AD. The documents 
were only missed after Fallon pleaded guilty to com-
mitting a similar crime in London and confessed to 

the Edinburgh thefts as well.  
 
 
 

First Folio Found, Stolen from Durham University in 1998 
 

A terse FBI report released on July 12, 2008, described the arrest in Durham City of a 
51-year-old man alleged to have had in his possession Shakespeare’s First Folio, pub-
lished in 1623, that had been stolen along with other manuscripts and books in De-
cember 1998 from exhibition cases in Palace Green Library, Durham University. The 
FBI Washington Field Office was notified that the Folger Shakespeare Library in 
Washington, DC, had received the stolen item from an individual requesting that the 
volume be authenticated. As a result of assistance provided by Folger librarians and 
by Stephen C. Massey, an independent rare book appraiser from New York City, the 
individual, identified in newspaper reports as book dealer Raymond Scott, was ar-
rested and released on bail. Scott, who lives with his mother in Washington, Tyne and 
Wear, just outside Durham, claimed to have acquired the book through contacts in 
Cuba. Police raided his house and took away five van-loads of boxes of books and 
photographs. According to the Washington Post-Gazette, “It could not immediately 
be determined if the man in custody is the man who visited the Folger.” The other 
books stolen from Durham include a manuscript of an English translation of the New 
Testament, a fragment of a poem by Chaucer, the first printed edition of Beowulf 
(1815), and two printed editions of works by the tenth-century scholar Aelfric, one 
printed in 1566 and the other in 1709. According to the report in the Guardian, the 
Durham First Folio is one of 228 surviving copies; only two are privately owned. The 
London Times described the Durham Folio as having been rebound in the nineteenth 

 

Scottish Catholic Archive in  
Drummond Place 

Trips Out 
 

Tintagel Castle is magnifi-
cently situated on a rocky 
shore a short walk west of the 
village of Tintagel, a former 
Norman stronghold occupied 
by the earls of Cornwall; the 
remains of a Celtic monastery 
built in the sixth century can 
still be seen. Digs begun in 
1998 have revealed glass frag-
ments dating from the sixth or 
seventh centuries and believed 
to have originated in Malaga, 
as well as a 1500-year-old sec-
tion of slate bearing Latin in-
scriptions, one of them 
“Artognou father of Coll’s de-
scendant” which some have 
taken to refer to Arthur. Glebe 
Cliff to the west has the Nor-
man parish church of  
St Materiana. 

 

Bickleigh Mill 01884855419 
www.bickleighmill.com A riverside shop-
ping bistro and bar, set in 10 acres of land 
outside Exeter, Bickleigh Mill has water-
ways and walks. The Amazing Maize 
Maze is on the site at Bickleigh in Tiver-
ton, Devon, 10 acres of corn field by the 
River Exe with riverside walks, picnic 
areas, pedal go-carts, mini tractors, giant 
chess games, picnic area. 

House just beside it (now part of the ho-
tel) from which Roman coins and pottery 
have been recovered. Pricey and luxuri-
ous, Exeter’s best hotel also features an 
outstanding restaurant.  
 

 The White Hart Hotel, 65 South St 
01392/279897 
Www.roomattheinn.info/detail.php?
index=5  
is a fifteenth-century coaching inn very 
close to Cathedral Yard. Moderately 
priced, about a 20-30 minute walk to 
campus. 

 

Tintagel Castle from the air 

A further list of hotels and eateries will 
follow with registration information in 
2009.  



ter, university. Inexpensive. 
Queens Court Hotel, 6-8 Bystock Terrace 
01392/272709  
www.queenscourt-hotel.co.uk/
welcome.html 
Sue Powell and Martha Driver stayed 
here this July; the hotel was quiet and 
comfortable (beds a bit dicey) with excel-
lent breakfast and within walking distance 
of the university. The restaurant is alto-
gether outstanding and fresh cookies/
biscuits are left for guests in rooms daily. 
Reasonably priced. 
 

Royal Clarence Hotel, Cathedral Yard, 
01392/319955 
www.abodehotels.co.uk/exeter  
dating from 1769, faces the Cathedral and 
is a 20-30 minute walk to the university, 
though there is a regular bus service (D) 
that loops onto campus and runs into 
town. A well has been found in The Well 

Getting There 
 

By Car: the M4/M5 links Exeter directly 
to London, the Midlands, South Wales 
and the North including Scotland. The 
average journey time from either London 
or the Midlands is 3 hours. The A30/
A303 and M3 offer scenic routes. 
 

By Coach: National Express buses arrive 
at Exeter Coach Station. The local D bus 
connects the coach station to the  
Streatham Campus. 
 

By Train: Exeter has two train stations: 
Exeter Central in the middle of town 
on Queen Street and Exeter St 
David’s closer (by just a bit) to the 
university – either station is fine (in 
London take the train from Padding-
ton). There are more taxis readily 
available at Exeter St David’s station, 
however. There is a bus that runs 
regularly through campus into town 
on the half hour, though town is walk-
able from campus (about 15-20 min-
utes from the library to the High 
Street). The average journey time 
from London Paddington is 2 hours 
30 minutes. 
 

Hotels and B&Bs (for those wishing 
to stay off campus) 
 

Park View Hotel, 8 Howell Rd 
01392/271772, 
www.parkviewhotelfreeserve.co.uk  
closest to campus in a Grade II listed 
Georgian building overlooking Bury 
Meadow Park. Five minutes to city cen-

In the interests of research Martha Driver 
essays a Holland Hall bed (ah!) 

century while the Washington Post said the copy shown 
to Folger librarians lacked its binding along with the 
opening leaves which would have included library press 
marks and inscriptions of previous owners. According 
to Deborah J. Leslie, head of cataloguing at the Folger, 
the story broke with the arrest, and she credits fellow 
Folger librarians, Steven Galbraith, Georgianna Ziegler, 
Renate Mesmer and Richard Kuhta, with the accurate 
identification of provenance. Head of external relations 
for the Folger, Garland Scott (no relation to the man 
arrested), commented that this arrest “will make a great 
movie one day.” Sources include the newspapers and 
journals cited along with the FBI website: washing-
tondc.fbi.gov/pressrel.2008/wfo071208.htm 
 

Maps and Books Stolen from Birmingham Uni-
versity Recovered 
 

An electrician who stole maps, letters, and books from 
Birmingham University valued at £89,000 was arrested 
in August. All materials were recovered. The man, 
Richard Delaney, 36, had taken the items while em-
ployed in the Birmingham University Library, re-
ported the Birmingham Post, with the intent to read 
them, he said. He was sentenced to 12 months imprisonment, suspended for 18 
months. 
 

Iraq Library Soldiers On 
 

Five years ago in April, as reported in The Nation, American soldiers refrained from 
intervening under order as looters sacked the Iraq National Library and Archives 
(INLA). Library staff who requested protection were told “orders do not extend to 
protecting this [building],” though the American military did extend protection to the 
Ministry of Oil, for example. The much damaged library continues in the tradition of 
the world’s first library in Mosul, Northern Iraq, built in the seventh century BCE, 
home of the first library catalogue; it was unearthed by a British archeological team 
in 1927 which carried off many of its artifacts including the oldest known copy of 
The Epic of Gilgamesh. Portions of the looted manuscript and book collection subse-
quently turned up for sale on Al Mutanabi Street, the booksellers’ location in Bagh-

 

Shakespeare Folio similar to the 
one stolen from Durham 



dad; librarians were able to replace other 
lost books sold in the shops there, but Al 
Mutanabi was then destroyed by a car 
bomb in March of 2007. Meanwhile, the 
city of Florence has paid for the construc-
tion of a conservation lab, while the Czech 
government has funded training of Iraqi 
archivists; Harvard University has also of-
fered training. American support, however, 
has been fairly limited to individual schol-
ars, a few nonprofits and private corpora-

tions. The National Library and Archives 
has 750 readers a month. For the full re-
port, see www.thenation.com/

doc/20080421/lossin  
(thanks to Sylvie Merian for forwarding some of these news items) 
 

Codex Sinaiticus Fragments Brought Together Online 
 

According to the London Times (July 24, 2008), extracts from the Codex Sinaiticus, 
the oldest complete copy of the New Testament, whose ownership has been fought 
over by four countries (Britain, Russia, Egypt and Germany), are being brought to-
gether by the British Library online. The British Library owns 347 pages while other 
portions of text are housed in libraries in Leipzig, St Petersburg, and at the Monastery 
of St Catherine in Sinai, Egypt. The whole Codex, which has been divided since 
1844, will be available to viewers online by next summer. The Book of Psalms and 
the Gospel of Mark, along with translations, may already be viewed at 
www.codexsinaiiticus.org   
 

German Wikipedia Becomes Codex 
 

As reported in the Guardian (July 22, 2008), Wikipedia will appear in book form in a 
German edition in September. According to the report, Beate Varnhorn, director of 
Bertelsmann Lexicon, the publisher of the Wikipedia edition, commented: “The book 
is highly flexible. I can use it on the sofa while watching television, at the desk, in the 
garden or in bed, without having to turn on the computer.” The published version, in 
a single volume, will be edited and its facts checked; it will include 50,000 of the 
most commonly searched subjects on the German Wikipedia website over the last 
two years. This first publication of Wikipedia in book format is being closely 
watched by other publishers. Stay tuned.  

Conservators work to salvage material from the 
Iraqi National Library 

founded by Canon John Stevens in 1457 
and destroyed by German bombers in 
1942. For further information on visiting 
these and other churches in Exeter, con-
tact Exeter Visitor Information at 
tic@exeter.gov.uk or evit@exeter.gov.uk 
Websites: www.exeter.gov.uk/visiting 
www.exeterandessentialdevon.com 

“The Exeter Book” (Codex Exoniensis), 
given by Leofric to the church when the 
see was transferred from Crediton to Exe-
ter in 1050.  For more information, see 
www.exeter~cathedral.org.uk 
 

Guildhall 
 

Parts of the Guildhall in the High Street 
are dated to the 1330s. A single-span 
(collar-and-brace) timbered roof was 
added about 1468, with a Renaissance 
portico built on in the sixteenth cen-
tury. Fanciful roof brackets take the 
shape of bears holding the ragged 
staff, the heraldic symbol of the earls 
of Warwick, thought possibly to have 
been carved in honor of Warwick 
‘The Kingmaker’ who visited Exeter  
when the roof was being built. The 
hall is thought to be England’s oldest 
municipal building still in use, the 
earliest reference to the Guildhall ap-
pearing in a deed of 1160. 
 

Medieval Churches 
 

Down the street from the Guildhall is 
St Petrock’s (on Parliament Street), 
one of Exeter’s six surviving medie-
val churches. St Pancras, one of the 
oldest Exeter churches, is located in 
the Guildhall Shopping Precinct; its 
font may be pre-Norman. A short distance 
from High St, reached by passing through 
the old, low arch of St Stephen’s Bow, are 
the remains of St Katherine’s Almshouses 
with a ruined little chapel in their midst, 

 

Emma Cayley and Martha Driver visiting 
Reed Hall 
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EBS Conference 2009 – Abstracts 
Due November 15, 2008 
 

Plans are currently underway for the  
eleventh biennial EBS conference, titled 
“‘Accipe et Devora’: Packaging,  
Presentation and Consumption of MSS 
and Printed Books, 1350-1550,” to be 
held at the University of Exeter from July 
9 - July 12, 2009, with an optional trip to 
sites of interest in the area (possibly in-
cluding a visit to Tintagel) scheduled for 
July 13. The conference is hosted by 
Emma Cayley, Department of French, 
Centre for Medieval Studies, University 
of Exeter, and will include library visits 
and a number of tours. Please mark the 
EBS dates, July 9 - 13, 2009, on your cal-
endars. 
 

Proposals to be sent by November 15, 
2008 Proposals may consider the 
‘packaging’ of medieval manuscripts and 
early printed books, that is, the separate 
tasks that occurred in putting late medie-
val and early modern texts together, 
which might include writing, abstracting, 
editing, correcting, illustrating, printing, 
and/or binding, or the repackaging of 
older texts for contemporary audiences; 
consideration of contemporary tastes or 
expectations about MSS and books might 
tie into the ways in which books may 
have been consumed or made for specifi-
cally targeted customers. The term 
“consumption” is frequently used in the 
context of luxury manuscripts or printed 
books produced for wealthy owners, and 
may be read metaphorically to apply to a 

 

Membership Form 
 
The Early Book Society grew out of sessions planned for the International Congress on Me-
dieval Studies (Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo) by Sarah Horrall and Martha 
Driver. Founded as an independent entity in 1987, the Society was formed to bring together 
all those who are interested in any aspect of the study of manuscripts and early printed 
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conference, as well as the membership list and the Journal of the Early Book Society, both 
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rately from Pace UP (see www.pace.edu/press for details). Those who have paid dues are 
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____________________________________________________________ 
 
I enclose $40 or £24 as dues for 2008-2009 membership in EBS. 

Name:______________________________________________________ 
Address:____________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
E-mail address:_______________________________________________ 
Affiliation:___________________________________________________ 
Research interests:_____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 

 
Members wishing to pay in US dollars should send $40 to Martha Driver, Early Book Soci-
ety, Department of English, Pace University, 41 Park Row, Rm1525, NY, NY 10038. Mem-
bers paying in pounds sterling should send £24 to Linne Mooney, Centre for Medieval Stud-
ies, University of York, King’s Manor, York YO1 7EP UK. Visit our Website at http://
www.nyu.edu/projects/EBS. Send newsletter items of interest to the editor Samantha Mul-
laney at samantha.mullaney@gmail.co or to Martha Driver at mdriver@pace.edu 
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Kalamazoo 2009 
 
EBS is pleased to announce its sponsorship of six sessions at the 44th International 
Congress on Medieval Studies. The Congress at Western Michigan University, 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, will be held from May 7-10, 2009. The EBS sessions are: 
 

I Making Books in Westminster and/or London I:  
  Scribes, Printers, Artisans 
II Making Books in Westminster and/or London II:  
  Scribes, Printers, Artisans 
III Urban Authors and Their Readers 
IV Writing History: Revisiting the Troy Legends from MS to Print 
V Medieval Romances and Their Readers 
VI Iconography and Liturgy (with the IRHT, Paris) 

 

Abstracts (1-2 pp), letters of commitment, and a-v requests (please access the form 
through www.wmich.edu/medieval ) should be sent to Martha Driver no later than 
September 15, 2008. All speakers must send an a-v request form indicating 
whether or not they will require equipment. EBS members wishing to serve as ses-
sion chairs or respondents should send a note by the September date to the univer-
sity or e-mail address. Send abstracts to Dept of English, Pace University, 41 Park 
Row, Room 1525, New York, NY 10038 or FAX to 212-346-1754 (attn: Martha 
Driver, English Dept). Inquiries are welcome. E-mail: mdriver@pace.edu or  
marthadriver@hotmail.com Website: www.nyu.edu/projects/EBS 




