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Fall 2005 
Monday-Wednesday 3:30-4.45, SILV 808 
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Politics Department 
726 Broadway, Room 725 
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Office Hours: Thursdays 11 am -1 pm 
 
Grader: 
Ayda Erbal 
Email: ae246@nyu.edu 

INTRODUCTION 

            This course is an introduction to the basic concepts, theoretical debates, and issues 
on National Security. The course is divided into four sections. In the first part, we are 
going to look at major theoretical approaches to the study of national security and their 
critics. We are also going to examine some of the more recent approaches and the 
theoretical debates around them. In the second part, we are going to look at the US 
national security establishment, the major actors and institutions involved and how 
decisions are made. In the third section, we will examine the changing nature of security 
threats since the end of the Cold War and especially since September 11. In the last part, 
we will look at the security concerns in different regions of the world, such as Europe, 
Middle East and East Asia and how these relate to the US. Finally, we will talk about the 
limitations of the notion of ‘national’ security and the prospects for global security 

REQUIREMENTS: 

 Students are required to attend each class and do the assigned readings prior to the 
class. Students are responsible for all readings on the syllabus, regardless of whether or 
not it is covered in the class. There may be changes to the syllabus during the semester 
and students are responsible for these changes.  This course is a combination of lecture 
and discussion so students are highly encouraged to ask questions and participate in the 
discussions during the times allocated for class discussion. Attendance and 
participation will be worth 15% of your overall grade. 

Students will also be given a mid-term and a final exam.  These exams will be in-
class, composed of identifications and essays.  The mid-term is worth 35% and the 
final exam is worth 50% of your final grade. The exams will cover both the reading 
material and the lectures.   
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REQUIRED READINGS 
 
Textbooks: 
 
Three textbooks are assigned for this class: 
 
U.S. National Security: Policymakers, Processes, and Politics;  
Sam C. Sarkesian, John Allen Williams, Stephen J. Cimbala;  
Lynne Rienner Publishers, 3rd Edition 
 
American National Security;  
Amos A. Jordan, William J. Taylor Jr., Michael J. Mazarr, Sam Nunn,  
The Johns Hopkins University Press; 5th edition 
 
National Security for a New Era: Globalization and Geopolitics; 
Donald M. Snow; 
Harper Collins College, 2003 
 
Online Articles:  
 

Please note that all the additional reading for the class is available online.  Please 
follow the links on the syllabus to read the articles online.  For easier access to the links, 
an online version of this syllabus will be available at the NYU Politics website.  

If the link in the syllabus is unavailable, look up the article by the full citation 
listed on the syllabus using the databases available through NYU Library. Most articles 
are available through JSTOR or Ingenta. If you have difficulty locating an article, go to 
Bobst webpage (http://library.nyu.edu/), chose articles via databases; in databases by title, 
find Article First; connect, and search for the article by title or author name. Once you 
find the article, choose NYU libraries at external resources, and the pop-up window will 
show you all the available sources for the full text. 
 
Remote Access to NYU Libraries and Online Sources 
 

Students can gain access to NYU research engines through NYU Home.  Log in 
to your account and follow the “research” links.  If NYU Home is down, you can still 
access the library information sources from a computer system attached to NYU’s 
network, through the library web page (http://library.nyu.edu/) 

If you would like to access NYU libraries and some of the online journals from a 
remote area (like home), you will need to configure your internet browser to permit full 
access from an external connection using NYU’s proxy server.  See attachment below for 
detailed instructions on how to do this.  It is easy.  If you need assistance, contact ITS by 
phone at (212) 998-3333 or by email at its.clientservices@nyu.edu 
Go to: http://www.nyu.edu/its/faq/connecting/proxy.html 
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CLASS SCHEDULE  
 
 
September 7: Introduction  
 
I) Theoretical Dimensions 
 
September 12: National Security and National Interest: Basic concepts 
* Sarkesian, 3-22 
* Jordan 3-23 
* Snow 155-179 
 
The Security Puzzle: Theory-Building and Discipline-Building in International Security  
Helga Haftendorn 
International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 35, No. 1. (Mar., 1991), pp. 3-17. 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0020-
8833%28199103%2935%3A1%3C3%3ATSPTAD%3E2.0.CO%3B2-C 
 
The Paradigm Debate in International Relations and Its Implications for Foreign Policy 
Making: Toward a Redefinition of the "National Interest"  
J. Martin Rochester 
The Western Political Quarterly, Vol. 31, No. 1. (Mar., 1978), pp. 48-58. 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0043-
4078%28197803%2931%3A1%3C48%3ATPDIIR%3E2.0.CO%3B2-4 
 
September 14: Realism 
 
The Mainsprings of American Foreign Policy: The National Interest vs. Moral 
Abstractions  
Hans J. Morgenthau  
The American Political Science Review, Vol. 44, No. 4. (Dec., 1950), pp. 833-854. 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0003-
0554%28195012%2944%3A4%3C833%3ATMOAFP%3E2.0.CO%3B2-A 
 
The Origins of War in Neorealist Theory;  
Kenneth N. Waltz 
Journal of Interdisciplinary History, Vol. 18, No. 4 (Spring, 1988), pp. 615-628. 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0022-
1953%28198821%2918%3A4%3C615%3ATOOWIN%3E2.0.CO%3B2-X 
 
Is Anybody Still a Realist?  
Jeffrey W. Legro; Andrew Moravcsik 
International Security, Vol. 24, No. 2. (Autumn, 1999), pp. 5-55. 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0162-
2889%28199923%2924%3A2%3C5%3AIASAR%3E2.0.CO%3B2-J 
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September 19: Institutionalism 
 
The False Promise of International Institutions  
John J. Mearsheimer 
International Security, Vol. 19, No. 3. (Winter, 1994-1995), pp. 5-49. 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0162-
2889%28199424%2F199524%2919%3A3%3C5%3ATFPOII%3E2.0.CO%3B2-C 
 
The Promise of Institutionalist Theory  
Robert O. Keohane; Lisa L. Martin 
International Security, Vol. 20, No. 1. (Summer, 1995), pp. 39-51 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0162-
2889%28199522%2920%3A1%3C39%3ATPOIT%3E2.0.CO%3B2-N 
 
The Promise of Collective Security  
Charles A. Kupchan; Clifford A. Kupchan 
International Security, Vol. 20, No. 1. (Summer, 1995), pp. 52-61. 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0162-
2889%28199522%2920%3A1%3C52%3ATPOCS%3E2.0.CO%3B2-E 
 
Constructing International Politics  
Alexander Wendt 
International Security, Vol. 20, No. 1. (Summer, 1995), pp. 71-81. 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0162-
2889%28199522%2920%3A1%3C71%3ACIP%3E2.0.CO%3B2-I 
 
September 21: Liberalism 
 
Liberalism and World Politics  
Michael W. Doyle 
The American Political Science Review, Vol. 80, No. 4. (Dec., 1986), pp. 1151-1169. 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0003-
0554%28198612%2980%3A4%3C1151%3ALAWP%3E2.0.CO%3B2-6 
 
How Liberalism Produces Democratic Peace  
John M. Owen 
International Security, Vol. 19, No. 2. (Autumn, 1994), pp. 87-125. 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0162-
2889%28199423%2919%3A2%3C87%3AHLPDP%3E2.0.CO%3B2-Y 
 
Economic Structure and International Security: The Limits of the Liberal Case  
Barry Buzan 
International Organization, Vol. 38, No. 4. (Autumn, 1984), pp. 597-624. 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0020-
8183%28198423%2938%3A4%3C597%3AESAIST%3E2.0.CO%3B2-N 
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September 26: Rational Choice 
 
Rigor or Rigor Mortis?: Rational Choice and Security Studies  
Stephen M. Walt 
International Security, Vol. 23, No. 4. (Spring, 1999), pp. 5-48. 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0162-
2889%28199921%2923%3A4%3C5%3ARORMRC%3E2.0.CO%3B2-W 
 
Sorting Through the Wealth of Notions  
Bruce Bueno de Mesquita; James D. Morrow 
International Security, Vol. 24, No. 2. (Autumn, 1999), pp. 56-73. 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0162-
2889%28199923%2924%3A2%3C56%3ASTTWON%3E2.0.CO%3B2-W 
 
The Contributions of Rational Choice: A Defense of Pluralism  
Lisa L. Martin 
International Security, Vol. 24, No. 2. (Autumn, 1999), pp. 74-83. 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0162-
2889%28199923%2924%3A2%3C74%3ATCORCA%3E2.0.CO%3B2-1 
 
September 28: Constructivism and Critical Theory 
 
Anarchy is what States Make of it: The Social Construction of Power Politics;  
Alexander Wendt 
International Organization, Vol. 46, No. 2 (Spring, 1992), pp. 391-425 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0020-
8183%28199221%2946%3A2%3C391%3AAIWSMO%3E2.0.CO%3B2-9 
 
The Promise of Constructivism in International Relations Theory  
Ted Hopf 
International Security, Vol. 23, No. 1. (Summer, 1998), pp. 171-200. 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0162-
2889%28199822%2923%3A1%3C171%3ATPOCII%3E2.0.CO%3B2-%23 
 
Critical Theory and Security Studies 
Keith Krause 
YCISS Occasional Paper, Number 33, February 1996 
http://www.yorku.ca/yciss/publications/OP33-Krause.pdf 
 
II) US NATIONAL SECURITY 
 
October 3: Introduction 
*Snow, 71-92  
*Sarkesian 63-78 
*Jordan 48-91 
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Actors and Institutions: 
 
October 5: The President 
*Sarkesian 81-102 
*Jordan 93-123 
 
The President's Dominance in Foreign Policy Making  
Paul E. Peterson 
Political Science Quarterly, Vol. 109, No. 2. (Summer, 1994), pp. 215-234 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0032-
3195%28199422%29109%3A2%3C215%3ATPDIFP%3E2.0.CO%3B2-Q 
 
October 10: NO CLASS 
 
October 12: The Executive Branch and the Congress 
*Sarkesian 105-127 
*Jordan 123-143 
*Snow 188-198 
 
Congress and Foreign Policy: Why the Hill Matters  
James M. Lindsay,  
Political Science Quarterly, Vol. 107, No. 4. (Winter, 1992-1993), pp. 607-628. 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0032-
3195%28199224%2F199324%29107%3A4%3C607%3ACAFPWT%3E2.0.CO%3B2-3 
 
October 17: Military 
*Sarkesian 127-156 
*Jordan 171-196 
 
A Widening Gap between the U.S. Military and Civilian Society?: Some Evidence  
Ole R. Holsti 
International Security, Vol. 23, No. 3. (Winter, 1998-1999), pp. 5-42. 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0162-
2889%28199824%2F199924%2923%3A3%3C5%3AAWGBTU%3E2.0.CO%3B2-5 
 
October 19: Intelligence 
*Sarkesian 157-178 
*Jordan 143-170 
The Use and Limits of U.S. Intelligence  
Cilluffo F. J.; Marks R. A.; Salmoiraghi G. C.  
The Washington Quarterly, Volume 25, Number 1, Jan. 2002, pp. 61-74(14)  
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/mitpress/twq/2002/00000025/00000001/art0000
6?token=00551dc6e4a01b23dd1bc4e754750253f576b642738687b76504c487667255c23
446c784051595e5738cd 
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October 24-26:The Process  
Movie: Rumsfeld’s War 
*Sarkasian 181-231 
*Jordan 217-237 
*Snow 188-202 
 
October 31: MIDTERM 
 
III) National Security in A Changing World 
 
November 2: Cold War and Conventional Issues in National Security 
*Sarkesian 255-280 
*Jordan 237-274 
*Snow 93-122  
 
November 7: Nuclear Proliferation and Deterrence 
*Sarkesian 281-294 
*Snow 212-239 
*Jordan 274-290 
 
Movie: On the brinks of war 
 
Nuclear Myths and Political Realities  
Kenneth N. Waltz 
The American Political Science Review, Vol. 84, No. 3. (Sep., 1990), pp. 731-745. 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0003-
0554%28199009%2984%3A3%3C731%3ANMAPR%3E2.0.CO%3B2-T 
 
November 9: The End of Cold War and New Visions for National Security 
*Snow 1-43, 138-150 
 
New Patterns of Global Security in the Twenty-First Century  
Barry Buzan 
International Affairs (Royal Institute of International Affairs 1944-), Vol. 67, No. 3. (Jul., 
1991), pp. 431-451. 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0020-
5850%28199107%2967%3A3%3C431%3ANPOGSI%3E2.0.CO%3B2-4 
 
Competing Visions for U.S. Grand Strategy 
Barry R. Posen; Andrew L. Ross 
International Security, Vol. 21, No. 3. (Winter, 1996-1997), pp. 5-53.  
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0162-
2889%28199624%2F199724%2921%3A3%3C5%3ACVFUGS%3E2.0.CO%3B2-G 
 
November 14: 9/11 and a new security strategy? 
*Snow 202-211, 341-350 
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9/11 Commission Report (Executive Summery)  
http://www.9-11commission.gov/report/911Report_Exec.pdf 
 
National Security Strategy of the United States of America, September 2002 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/nsc/nss.pdf 
 
One Year On: A September 11 Anniversary Symposium  
A distinguished and diversely-minded group of commentators offer their views on the 
direction of American foreign policy one year after September 11, 2001.  
The National Interest, No. 69, (2002): 5 (30 pages) (Lexis-Nexis) 
http://vnweb.hwwilsonweb.com/hww/jumpstart.jhtml?recid=0bc05f7a67b1790ef06938c5
cc103c1ced9dd8070a8bfc5c9411112cc12cf741fe0eb5c2287a1d57&fmt=P 
 
November 16: Homeland Security 
National Strategy for Homeland Security, executive summary 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/homeland/book/sect1.pdf 
 
Department of Homeland Security 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/deptofhomeland/sect1.html 
 
National Security versus Civil Liberties 
Nancy V. Baker,  
Presidential studies quarterly, yr: 2003 vol: 33 iss: 3  
http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=0&did=637149251&SrchMode=1&sid=1&Fmt=
6&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=PQD&TS=1126043614&clientId
=9269 
 
American Civil Security: The U.S. Public and Homeland Security  
Amanda J. Dory 
The Washington Quarterly, Winter 2004, Volume 27, Number 1  
http://www.ciaonet.org/olj/twq/win2004/twq_win2004c.pdf 
 
November 21: War on Terrorism 
*Snow 241-267 
 
The Struggle against Terrorism: Grand Strategy, Strategy, and Tactics  
Barry Posen,  
International Security, 26, no. 3 (2001): 39-55 
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/mitpress/ise/2001/00000026/00000003/art00004
?token=00511fe0c9be793c11c3b02757e6f7c385d592f3f3b576a573d2570252544233e2f2
d31446f5b3a74 
 
Dealing with Terrorism, An Overview  
Philip B. Heymann,  
International Security, 26 no.3 (2001) 
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/international_security/v026/26.3heymann.pdf 
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“International Community” After Iraq  
Barry Buzan and Ana Gonzalez-Pelaez,  
International Affairs 81, no. 1 (2005): 31-52 
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/bpl/inta/2005/00000081/00000001/art00003?tok
en=004b1227564e26636a6b7c2530332976335a666f3a7b2f424072423120415d363f2a11
f5804 
 
November 23: Other Security Challeges 
*Snow, 269-330 
*Jordan 507-525 
 
Is the Environment a National Security Issue?  
Marc A. Levy 
International Security, Vol. 20, No. 2. (Autumn, 1995), pp. 35-62. 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0162-
2889%28199523%2920%3A2%3C35%3AITEANS%3E2.0.CO%3B2-L 
 
IV) From National to Regional and Global Security 
 
November 28: Europe 
Jordan 483-506 
 
The governance of European security 
Mark  Webber , Stuart  Croft , Jolyon  Howorth , Terry  Terriff  and Elke  Krahmann 
Review of International Studies (2004), 30: 3-26 
http://www.journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=18860
1# 
 
November 30: Russia 
*Jordan 337-360 
 
Russia: Still Open to the West? Evolution of the State Identity in the Foreign Policy and 
Security Discourse  
Alla Kassianova 
Europe-Asia Studies, Vol. 53, No. 6. (Sep., 2001), pp. 821-839. 
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0966-
8136%28200109%2953%3A6%3C821%3ARSOTTW%3E2.0.CO%3B2-1 
 
Russia: Power in Weakness?  
Eugene B. Rumer and Celeste A. Wallander 
The Washington Quarterly, Winter 2004, Volume 27, Number 1  
http://www.ciaonet.org/olj/twq/win2004/twq_win2004e.pdf 
 
December 5: East Asia 
*Jordan 360-392 
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The Geography of the Peace: East Asia in the Twenty-First Century  
Robert S. Ross 
International Security , Vol. 23, No. 4 (Spring, 1999), pp. 81-118  
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0162-
2889%28199921%2923%3A4%3C81%3ATGOTPE%3E2.0.CO%3B2-V 
 
China Views Globalization: Toward a New Great-Power Politics?  
Yong Deng and Thomas G. Moore 
http://www.ciaonet.org/olj/twq/sum2004/twq_sum2004g.pdf 
 
December 7: Middle East 
Jordan 392-430 
 
The Road Map to Nowhere 
Milton Viorst, Washington Quarterly, Summer 2003 
http://www.twq.com/03summer/docs/03summer_viorst.pdf 
 
Sharon’s Endgame for the West BankBarrier 
George Gavrilis, Washington Quarterly, Autumn 2004 
http://www.twq.com/04autumn/docs/04autumn_gavrilis.pdf 
 
Israel's Wall Not Really About Security 
Catherine Cook 
http://www.merip.org/newspaper_opeds/oped_cook080503.html 
 
Extended Deterrence: The U.S. Credibility Gap in the Middle East 
Kathleen J. McInnis, Washington Quarterly, Summer 2005 
http://www.twq.com/05summer/docs/05summer_mcinnis.pdf 
 
December 12: Prospects for Global Security 
 
Providing Basic Human Security  
Barbara Boxer, The Washington Quarterly, 26:2, 2003 
http://www.ciaonet.org/olj/twq/spr2003/twq_spr2003c.pdf 
 
Cosmopolitan Political Communities in International Relations.  
Andrew Linklater, International Relations, 16, no. 1 (2002): 135-150 
http://ft.csa.com/ids70/resolver.php?sessid=0eaae51caf89ba0c82b6083d21fa82b1&server
=ca1.csa.com&check=7b3495ddb57b233efddaa4250ab71ced&db=sagepol-set-
c&an=10.1177%2F0047117802016001009&mode=pdf&f1=0047-
1178%2C16%2C1%2C135-150%2C2002 
 
Global poverty and orthodox security,  
Peter Wilkin; Third World Quarterly, 2002, vol. 23 
http://search.epnet.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=buh&an=7484750 
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Global governance, development and human security: exploring the links. 
Caroline Thomas; Third World Quarterly, 2001, vol. 22, issue 2, p 159 
http://search.epnet.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=buh&an=5393318 
 
December 14: Wrap-up and review 
 
December 21: FINAL EXAM 
 
 
 
 
 


